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4 Academic Expectations

Core Literacy Skills: Students read increasingly complex literary and_informational texts, analyze themes and central ideas,
cite stror(]jg textual evidence, and evaluate authors’ claims and craft. They engage in structured discussion, build on others’
ideas, and write clear literary analyses, explanations, and arguments with orE_anlzatlon, coherence, and appropriate
conventions. Revision, evidence-based reasoning, and disciplinary literacy skills are emphasized.

Core Math Skills: Learners deepen understanding of ratios, proportions, expressions, equations, inequalities, linear_
relationships, exponents, geometry (area, volume and Pythagorean theorem, and transformations), and data analysis (scatter
plots, two-way tables, probability, sampling, graphical representations).

Interdisciplinary Knowledge: In science, students investigate life science, physical science, and Earth systems through
inquiry, modeling, and data analysis. In social studies, they examine historical and contemporary societies, civic structures,
geography, and g[obal connections, developing skills in sourcing, contextualization, and argumentation.

Learning Behaviors: Executive functioning skills such as planning, organization, and self-monitoring continue to develop and
require explicit support. Students are expected to manage materials, meet deadlines, engage in sustained tasks, collaborate
productively, and reflect on their learning.

Social & Emotional Development

Self-Management: Adolescents show increasing independence but experience fluctuating emotional regulation. They
benefit from explicit instruction in goal-setting, stress management, and self-advocacy.

Social Awareness: Peer relationships and social belonging are highly influential. Students develop stronger awareness of
fairness, identity, and social dynamics, though sensitivity to peer perception is heightened.

Relationship Skills: Friendships become more complex. Students practice collaboration, conflict resolution, and
communication across diverse perspectives, often needing guidance to navigate peer challenges.

Responsible Decision MakinF: Learners can reason through choices and consequences but may struggle to consistently
\_ apply judgment in emotionally charged situations. Adult modeling and reflection support sound decision-making.

Physical Traits & Development

Gross Motor Skills: Strength, speed, and coordination increase, though rapid growth may temporarily impact balance or
confidence in movement.

Fine Motor Skills: Fine motor control is well established, supporting extended writing, precise tool use, and technology-
based tasks.

Physical Growth Patterns: Puberty and growth spurts are common, with wide variation in timing and rate of development
among students.

Stamina & Activity Levels: Energy levels can fluctuate significantly. Students benefit from balanced and predictable
\_ schedules, movement opportunities, and attention to overall well-being.

Cognitive Milestones

Attention & Focus: Students are capable of sustained focus for extended time periods, particularly when tasks are
relevant and engaging, though attention may be impacted by social or emotional factors.

Memory Development: Working memory and long-term retention improve, supporting complex tasks, multi-step
problem solving, and transfer of learning across contexts.

Reasoning & Problem Solving: Abstract, analytical, and hypothetical thinking develop rapidly. Students compare
perspectives, evaluate evidence, and construct logical arguments.

Perspective Takin%: Learners demonstrate increased ability to understand
multiple viewpoints, consider ethical implications, and reflect on their role
\_ within broader systems.

Implications for Instruction & Support

Provide clear routines, expectations, and organizational supports.
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¢ Design instruction that is relevant, challenging, and connected to real-world contexts.
* Incorporate structured collaboration, discussion, and student voice. .
e Explicitly teach executive functioning and social-emotional skills. RegA ; 4 4 e
o Foster strong adult-student relationships to support motivation and well-being. A o™ : ?‘
—
= —

,0» CENTRAL YORK
A 4 SCHOOL DISTRICT

Pursuing Excellence: All Panthers. Every Day. In All Ways. *




	PORTRAIT OF A PANTHER:
	Seventh & Eighth Grade
	Typical students in grades 7–8 are developing adolescents who balance growing academic sophistication with significant social, emotional, and physical change. They are capable of deep thinking and meaningful engagement when supported with structure, relevance, and strong relationships.
	Academic Expectations
	Social & Emotional Development
	Physical Traits & Development
	Cognitive Milestones
	Implications for Instruction & Support



