
Emphasize explicit literacy and math instruction paired with opportunities for practice and application.
Provide structured routines, clear expectations, and consistent feedback.
Incorporate collaboration, discussion, and hands-on learning experiences.
Support social-emotional growth through modeling, reflection, and relationship-building.
Use scaffolding to promote perseverance and confidence as learners take on increased academic demands.
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Self-Management: Third graders show growing independence but still require support with organization, emotional
regulation, and coping with frustration. They benefit from clear expectations and consistent routines.
Social Awareness: Peer relationships become increasingly important. Students are more aware of fairness, rules, and group
norms, and they may compare themselves to others academically or socially.

Relationship Skills: Students practice collaboration, active listening, and respectful communication. They are learning to
resolve conflicts with guidance and to consider others’ perspectives.
Responsible Decision Making: Learners are developing the ability to reflect on choices and consequences, though adult
support remains essential for problem-solving and self-reflection.

Academic Expectations

Cognitive Milestones
Attention & Focus: Attention spans increase, enabling students to engage in extended learning
tasks, especially when instruction is interactive and purposeful.
Memory Development: Working memory improves, supporting multi-step problem solving,
reading comprehension, and application of learned strategies.
Reasoning & Problem Solving: Students begin to explain reasoning more clearly, recognize
patterns, and apply learned strategies across contexts with guidance.
Perspective Taking: Learners show growing ability to consider viewpoints beyond their own,
though thinking remains largely concrete.

Physical Traits & Development
Gross Motor Skills: Coordination, balance, and stamina continue to improve, supporting participation in physical education,
recess, and classroom movement activities.
Fine Motor Skills: Fine motor control strengthens, allowing for more legible handwriting, increased writing stamina, and
precise use of tools and materials.

Physical Growth Patterns: Growth is steady and relatively consistent, though individual differences in size, strength, and
endurance are common.
Stamina & Activity Levels: Students can engage in longer periods of focused activity but still benefit from movement
breaks and varied instructional pacing.

Social & Emotional Development

Core Literacy Skills: Third-grade students transition from learning to read to reading to learn. They read grade-level literary
and informational texts with increasing fluency, accuracy, and expression. Students identify main ideas, recount key details,
make inferences, understand and apply content vocabulary, and begin to analyze characters, themes, and text structure.
Writing expectations include composing organized paragraphs, responding to texts using evidence, and applying grade-
appropriate grammar, spelling, and conventions. Oral language skills support discussion, questioning, and explanation of
thinking.
Core Math Skills: Learners develop conceptual understanding and fluency with multiplication and division, apply strategies
to solve multi-step word problems, and deepen understanding of place value. Students explore fractions as numbers, reason
about equivalence, and explain mathematical thinking using models, diagrams, and words.
Interdisciplinary Knowledge: In science and social studies, students build background knowledge through reading,
observation, investigation, and discussion. They ask questions, analyze information, and begin to connect ideas across texts
and experiences.
Learning Behaviors: Students are expected to sustain attention for longer tasks, follow multi-step directions, and take
increasing responsibility for materials and assignments. Perseverance and productive struggle are developing skills that
require modeling and encouragement.

Implications for Instruction & Support
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