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4 Academic Expectations

Core Literacy Skills: Fifth-grade students read complex literary and informational texts with increasing independence and
stamina. They analyze themes, summarize key ideas, compare texts, and explain author’s craft using specific evidence.
Writing expectations include multi-paragraph narratives, explanations, and arguments that are clearly organized, elaborated
with evidence, and revised for clarity and conventions. Students engage in academic discussion, build on others’ ideas, and
present information clearly.

Core Math Skills: Learners develop fluency with operations involving whole numbers, fractions, and decimals. Students have
developed fact fluency of basic multiplication and division facts. They solve multi-step word problems, apply strategies to
reason quantitatively, and explain mathematical thinking using models and precise language. Concepts such as volume,
coordinate planes, and numerical patterns are introduced and applied.

Interdisciplinary Knowledge: In science and social studies, students deepen content knowledge through research, inquiry.
and analysis of texts and data. They draw conclusions, ma_i(e connections across topics, and begin to apply learning to real-
world contexts.Students begin to build the basis of financial literacy.

Learningnghaviors: Students are expected to manage longer-term assignments, use organizational tools, and take
responsibility for completing work with increasing independence. Goal-setting, reflection, and use of feedback become more
\_ prominent learning behaviors.
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Social & Emotional Development
Self-Management: Fifth graders show growing self-awareness and independence but may experience fluctuations in
confidence, motivation, or emotional regulation. They benefit from clear expectations, supportive feedback, and
opportunities to practice self-regulation strategies.
Social Awareness: Peer relationships and social belonging are increasingly important. Students demonstrate greater
awareness of fairness, perspective, and group dynamics.
Relationship Skills: Learners practice collaboration, leadership, and respectful communication. Adult guidance continues to
support conflict resolution and productive group work.
Responsible Decision Making: Students are developing the ability to consider consequences, reflect on choices, and take
\_ responsibility for actions, though consistent support and modeling remain important.
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Physical Traits & Development

Gross Motor Skills: Strength, coordination, and endurance improve, supporting participation in physical education, recess,
and extracurricular activities.

Fine Motor Skills: Fine motor control is well developed, enabling extended writing, precise tool use, and effective
engagement with technology.

Physical Growth Patterns: Many students begin early stages of puberty, resulting in varied growth rates and physical
development.

Stamina & Activity Levels: Students can sustain focus for longer periods but may experience fluctuating energy levels.
\_ Balanced schedules and movement opportunities support engagement.

Cognitive Milestones

Attention & Focus: Students demonstrate increased ability to sustain attention, particularly
when tasks are meaningful and appropriately challenging.

Memory Development: Working memory supports complex tasks, multi-step problem solving,
and transfer of learning across subjects.

Reasoning & Problem Solving: Learners increasingly apply strategies independently, explain
reasoning clearly, and begin to think more abstractly across contexts. f

Perspective Taking: Students show improved ability to consider multiple viewpoints and
\_ reflect on feedback from peers and adults.

Implications for Instruction & Support

Provide rigorous, grade-level instruction with appropriate scaffolding.

Use clear learning targets, success criteria, and timely feedback.

Incorporate collaboration, discussion, and opportunities for student leadership.

Support organization, goal-setting, and reflection skills. Tt E ¢
Attend to social-emotional needs through relationship-building and consistent expectations.
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