
PATHS TO COLLEGE CREDIT
Presented by OTHS School Counselors: 

Erika Schreffler and Tracey Ritzel
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OVERVIEW
•Advanced Placement
• St. Louis University 1818 Advanced College Credit Program 
• Southwestern Illinois College Dual Credit Program
• AP vs. Dual Credit 
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Modeled 
after intro 

college 
classes

https://ap.collegeboard.org

WHAT ARE ADVANCED PLACEMENT (AP) COURSES?
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AP Courses = 
College-level 

courses in high 
school

End-of-
course AP 

Exam to 
measure 
mastery

Scores of 3+ 
may earn 

college 
credit or 

advanced 
placement

Erika Schreffler, School Counselor

Advanced Placement Coordinator

https://ap.collegeboard.org


ADVANCED PLACEMENT @ OTHS

• AP Literature and 
Composition​

• AP Language and 
Composition​

• AP Biology​
• AP Chemistry​
• AP Physics 1​
• AP Physics 2​
• AP Art & Design​
• AP 3D Art & Design​
• AP Calculus
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• AP Statistics
• AP Statistics
• AP Precalculus
• AP United States History
• AP Spanish Language and Culture
• AP French Language and Culture
• AP German Language and Culture
• AP European History

OTHS Full Year AP Classes



SEMESTER AP CLASSES
• AP Music Theory - Semester 1
• AP Macroeconomics - Semester 2
• AP Psychology - Semester 2
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AP Exam Schedule
OTHS AP Information

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/exam-administration-ordering-scores/exam-dates
https://www.oths.us/academics/schoolcounseling/dual-credit-running-start


Importance of 
Taking AP 

Exams
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Blue IBHE logo in menu

https://www.ibhe.org/placement.html


CREDIT & PLACEMENT OPPORTUNITIES
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• Each college sets its own AP 

credit/placement rules

• Use AP Credit Policy Search to 

check by course or college

• Results link directly to each 

college's policy page

• See official AP credit/placement 

statement from schools

https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
https://apstudents.collegeboard.org/getting-credit-placement/search-policies
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AP REGISTRATION BASICS
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https://www.totalregistration.net/


An opportunity for students to jumpstart 

their academic careers by earning college 

credit at a discounted rate!

SLU 1818 
ADVANCED COLLEGE CREDIT PROGRAM 
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Tracey Ritzel, OTHS School Counselor​
SLU 1818 Dual Credit Coordinator 



BENEFITS OF SLU 1818 DUAL CREDIT
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OTHS SLU 1818 Dual Credit 

Offerings
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REGISTRATION PROCESS
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August 21st  -  Email sent to all students (and parent/guardians) enrolled in a SLU Dual Credit 

eligible course with information regarding registration.

REGISTRATION PERIOD:   August 24th -  September 25th – Fall (All Yearlong Courses & AP Chemistry)

January 19th -  February 19th – Spring (AP Chemistry only)

• You MUST register independently  through the SLU 1818 website at:

https://www.slu.edu/1818/students - parents/registration.php

  

• If you experience any issues with registration, reach out to Mrs. Ritzel

ritzelt@oths.us  or 618- 632- 3507 Ext. 5328

https://www.slu.edu/1818/students-parents/registration.php
https://www.slu.edu/1818/students-parents/registration.php
https://www.slu.edu/1818/students-parents/registration.php
mailto:ritzelt@oths.us


SLU TUITION and DEADLINES

• $85 / Credit Hour
➢Example: 
➢3 Credit Hour Class = $255 ($85 x 3)
➢4 Credit Hour Class = $340 ($85 x 4)
 

• FULL TUITION DUE DATES:
➢ December 1st (yearlong classes) 
➢ May 1st (spring semester class – AP 

Chemistry)



DEADLINES at a GLANCE
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FALL SEMESTER 2026:
• September 25 – Registration Deadline for all SLU 1818 Courses

• September 25 – Drop Deadline for AP Chemistry (semester class) *Full refund – 
removed entirely from the SLU transcript

• November 6 – Drop Deadline (all yearlong classes) *Full refund – removed 
entirely from the SLU transcript

• November 6 – Drop Deadline for AP Chemistry *No refund – “W” appears on 
the SLU transcript

• December 1 – Tuition Due (all yearlong classes and semester one of AP 
Chemistry)

• January 8 – Withdraw Deadline (all yearlong classes) *No refund – “W” appears 
on the SLU transcript



WHERE WILL MY SLU 1818 CREDITS TRANSFER?
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• Over 500 schools and colleges internationally have 
accepted SLU credits. ​

• OTHS cannot guarantee any course will transfer to a 
post-secondary institution program.​

• The responsibility belongs to the student to research 
post-secondary programs of interest to inquire about 
transferability.​

• www.transferology.com FREE website/requires 
account creation - SLU is a partner institution and 
updates regularly to ensure maximum accuracy.

 text

http://www.tranferology.com
http://www.tranferology.com


POSSIBLE SLU 1818 DUAL CREDIT 

ARTICULATIONS:
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What to know about credits if you attend Saint Louis University!

• AP Exams are not required at SLU – take all dual credits
• The credits can start you with a GPA BOOST because they transfer as a “grade” versus “credit” 

like other campuses (can also start you in the opposite direction       so stay focused!)
• Dual credits has enabled students to move off campus earlier due to number of credits
• Placement tests waived at times
• If you re-take a class when you get to the SLU campus, the new grade replaces the GPA 

calculation but does not remove it from the transcript
• Even if you do poorly in SLU dual credit coursework, you do not go on probation until you’ve 

been at SLU for at least one semester
• MEDICAL SCHOLARS PROGRAM – if accepted it guarantees early interview to the SLU School 

of Medicine – if you are in this undergrad program, you MUST TAKE ALL YOUR SCIENCES AT 
SLU. They still recommend you take our AP science courses in preparation, but do not choose 
to pay for the dual credit portion because you will have to repeat it when you get to SLU. 



FAQ’S
How many college credits can I take through the 1818 Program?​
• Maximum of 11 per semester – No exceptions​

Can I drop my classes for college credit and still take it for high school credit?​
• Yes – You will still receive a grade and credit on your high school transcript.​

What if I register in the fall for a “yearlong” course and decide to drop it? Will I be refunded my 
tuition money?​
• November 6th – Drop deadline for full refund, removed entirely from SLU transcript​
• January 8th - Last day to withdraw with a "W" on SLU transcript, no refund​

What if I decide to drop a "semester" class such as AP Chemistry?​
• September 25th – Drop deadline for full refund, removed entirely from SLU transcript​
• November 6th - Last day to withdraw with a "W" on SLU transcript, no refund ​

How do I transfer my credits to my college or university?​
• Request the transcript to be sent from the SLU 1818 website. ​
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SWIC DUAL CREDIT PROGRAM

Ethan Graham, Director of Curriculum and Special Projects

SWIC Dual Credit Coordinator
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An opportunity for students to jumpstart 
their academic or work career by earning 

college credit at NO COST!



OTHS SWIC DUAL CREDIT OFFERINGS 
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• Advanced Applications (Excel) (3)

• Advanced Applications (Word/PPT) (3)

• Advanced Digital Marketing & Social Media (3)

• AP French Language & Culture (4 Fall/4 Spring)

• AP Spanish Language & Culture (4 Fall / 4 Spring)

• AP US History (3 Fall / 3 Spring)

• Carpentry 1 (4)

• Computer Networking (3)

• Computer Programming (3 Fall / 3 Spring)

• Construction 1 (4)

• Cybersecurity (3)

• Drafting & Engineering Design – Intro to CAD (4)

• Engineering Design – CAD 1 (4)

• Foundations of Multimedia 
Production & Communication (3)

• Medical Terminology (3)

• Personal Finance (3)

• Public Speaking (3)

• Psychology / AP Psychology (3)

• Silver Creek Area CEO (Creating 
Entrepreneurial Opportunities (4)

• Technical Drawing & Engineering 
Design (3)

• Theatre Literature (3)

• Video Production (3)

• Welding 1 (5)

• Yearbook Design & Production (3)



REGISTRATION PROCESS
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TUITION AND ELIGIBILITY

• None​
• All classes 

are FREE​

• Qualifying 
GPA/Exam Scores 
(if applicable)​

• No age restrictions​
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TUITION ELIGIBILITY



• Courses taken at SWIC must be accepted at 
public higher education institutions in Illinois 
per the Illinois Articulation Initiative Act​

• Receiving institution has autonomy to assign 
credit accordingly​

• Be proactive - research different schools' 
acceptance of dual credit​

• www.transferology.com - FREE 
website/requires account creation 

TRANSFERABILITY
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http://www.transferology.com
http://www.transferology.com


OUT OF STATE 

ARTICULATION EXAMPLES

Student taking Psychology 
(PSYC151) for dual credit at OTHS:​
• University of Florida --> 

PSYT000​
• Belmont University --> PSY1100​
• Indiana State --> PSY101​
• Texas A&M --> PSY131 or 

PSY2301​
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FAQ’S
If my student chooses to not take it when enrolled in 
high school, can they apply and get it later?​
• No, if they do not complete all necessary steps by 

the deadline, they will not earn credit.​

What is the eligibility exam? What happens if they don’t 
pass the first time?​
• Accuplacer-->They have two attempts to pass.​

Will schools accept SWIC Dual Credit?​
• Varies by institution – student/family responsibility 

to research​
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SWIC TOP 20% SCHOLARSHIP
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WHO IS ELIGIBLE TO APPLY FOR 

FREE 6 SEMESTERS OF TUITION?

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://freepngimg.com/png/20213-computer-mouse
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


AP  VS DUAL CREDIT

• College-level high school courses 
created by College Board​

• Students take one exam in May to 
try to earn credit​

• Credits depends on numerical 
exam score (1-5) and college's 
policy​

• May or may not transfer, 
depending on the college​ - use 
website to see how it’s interpreted 
by institution

• Key Idea: Credit earned by 
performance on an exam​

• College courses taught at OTHS 
through SLU or SWIC​

• Students earn “credit” based on 
course grades throughout the 
semester​

• Credit appears on an official 
college transcript from SLU or 
SWIC​

• Generally transfers, but policies 
vary by school​

• Key Idea: Credit earned by 
semester grades​
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Advanced Placement (AP) Dual Credit (SLU 1818 & SWIC)



THANK YOU
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