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Senior Contacts

12th Grade Assistant Principal

College and Career Facilitator

Dr. Eugenia Antoine 
EugeniaWAntoine@katyisd.org

Mark Sweeso 
 MarkCSweeso@katyisd.org

Counselors

A-BR          Imari Penn (LEAD) - ImariPenn@katyisd.org 

BU-FEN   Tiffany Jones  -TiffanyNJones@katyisd.org

FER-JOR      Monai Jackson - MonaiSJackson@katyisd.org 

JOS-MAT                     Natalie Jones - NatalieAJones@katyisd.org 

MAU-PO   Juanita Lara - JuanitaLara@katyisd.org 

PR-SUK   Erica Scott - EricaScott@katyisd.org 

SUM-Z    Ashley Bergeron - AshleyBergeron@katyisd.org 

mailto:ImariPenn@katyisd.org
mailto:ChristineLWilliamson@katyisd.org
mailto:NatalieAJones@katyisd.org
mailto:JuanitaLara@katyisd.org
mailto:EricaScott@katyisd.org
mailto:AshleyBergeron@katyisd.org


Pathways

Technical 
School/Certification Program
• Choose a major/career path.
• Look at careers in 

SchooLinks.

2-or 4-Year College
• Complete the Application
• Submit supplemental 

documents
• Complete financial aid

• Scholarships

Career
• Create a resume in 

SchooLinks.
• Start looking for careers in 

SchooLinks.
• Consider whether a 

certificate or degree is 
required or would be 
beneficial in this career path.

• Look for a job/internship in 
the area that you want to 
work.

• Start looking for a job.

Military
• Reach out to recruiters.
• Take ASVAB

• Offered in the Fall & 
Spring semesters 

• See what branch works best 
for your goals.

• Enlistment process/enlist.
• See me after you enlist so we 

can recognize you at 
graduation.



College Planning Timeline

• Make a Four-Year Plan 
• Focus on Getting Good Grades
• Get Involved
• Meet With Your School Counselor
• Take the PSAT 8/9 or PSAT/10
• Take the ASVAB to Explore Career 

Interests

• Start Thinking About Financial Aid
• Track Your Accomplishments
• Learn About Colleges – Put Thought 

into Summer work
• Chat With College Students Home 

for the Summer

• Meet With Your School Counselor
• Take the ASVAB to Explore Career 

Interests
• Take the PSAT in October
• Start Reviewing Colleges
• Start Thinking About Financial Aid
• Take Part in Extracurricular Activities

• Start Visiting Local Colleges
• Take the ACT & SAT Test
• Set up Senior Class Schedule
• Reach out to Recommendation 

Writers
• Put Thought into Summer Work

12th GRADE
• Continue Making Campus Visits
• Mark Your Calendar to Keep Track of Deadlines
• Meet With Your School Counselor & CCF
• Make a Final List of Your Top Colleges
• Consider Applying Early
• Complete Your College Essays
• Take the ACT/ACT
• Speak to Your Recommenders in Person
• Finish and Submit All of Your College Applications
• Apply for FAFSA or TASFA
• Pay Attention to University Scholarship Deadlines
• Submit Midyear Grade Reports (if needed)
• Evaluate Early Decision or Early Action Responses
• Check for Admission Decisions in the Mail & Online
• Compare the Different Financial Aid Packages
• Complete Housing Application
• Visit Your Final College Before Accepting
• May 1st Is College Decision Day
• Request Final Transcripts in SchooLinks

9th and 10th Grade

11th Grade



College Application Process

Steps to the College Application Process
1. Complete the Application

• Pay the application fees.
• Complete the application essay.
• Complete the activities and awards list.

2. Supplemental Documents
• Transcripts
• Letters of Recommendation
• Test Scores (SAT/ACT/TSIA2)

3. Financial Aid
• FAFSA/TASFA
• Scholarships



College Planning Timeline

Find the Right College
• Programs offered
• Size and Location
• Type
• Cost

Financial Aid
• FAFSA/TASFA
• Grants/Scholarships
• Federal Work Study
• Student/Parent Loans

Apply for Admission
• College Application (Free 

Week Oct 12-18)
• Standardized 

Tests/Placement Tests (SAT, 
ACT, TSIA2)

• Essays
• Recommendations



SchooLinks
 

• SchooLinks is the college & career readiness platform used in KISD.

• All students and parents have their own accounts and can access 
their accounts through their MyKaty Login.

• Purpose
• College Research

• Career Research

• Interest Inventories

• College Applications

• Transcript Request

• Letters of Recommendation

• Self Assessments



SchooLinks - FERPA
 



Find the Right College



Find the Right College



Find the Right College



College Application Process
College Application Platforms
• ApplyTexas

• All Texas Public and most Private universities

• The Common Application (Common App)
• Over 1,100 colleges/universities (US, Canada, China, & Europe)
• 50 Texas Universities 

• QuestBridge National College Match
• High-achieving students from low-income backgrounds can apply for free for early 

admission and a full four-year scholarship at 55 college partners.

• Coalition for College
• The Coalition for College is a diverse group of more than 150 distinguished colleges and 

universities across the U.S. that have demonstrated their commitment to college access, 
affordability, and student success.

• Six Texas based schools

• University Websites
3 Likely Schools (schools you are likely to get accepted to)

3 Target Schools (schools you aim to get in and it’s reasonable that you’d be accepted)
2 Reach Schools (schools that you like to get in but getting accepted would be much harder)

https://www.questbridge.org/apply-to-college/programs/national-college-match/the-match-scholarship
https://www.questbridge.org/apply-to-college/programs/national-college-match/the-match-scholarship
https://www.questbridge.org/apply-to-college/programs/national-college-match/the-match-scholarship
https://www.questbridge.org/partners/college-partners
https://www.questbridge.org/partners/college-partners


College Application Process

Automatic/Assured Admissions in Texas

• Students in top 10% of class are automatically admitted to all 
four-year public universities in Texas (UT Austin top 5%).

• Automatic admission due to class rank does not mean the 
student is automatically accepted to the program of study.

• Most public universities in Texas have additional assured 
admissions policy outside of the top 10% policy.

• Most private university do not have automatic/assured 
admissions policies. 



College Application Process

Holistic Review Process

• Students not accepted based on top 10% or fall within the 
assured admissions policy will have their entire application 
reviewed by the university. 

• This is where the student’s essay, resume, grades, activities, 
and letters of recommendation really come into play!



What Colleges are Looking At

Holistic Review
• Class Rank
• Academic Background
• Extracurricular Involvement
• Community Service
• Achievements, accomplishments, honors, awards.
• Essay Prompts
• Letters of Recommendation
• The competitiveness of the MAJOR 



High School Coursework

Cumulative GPA/Rank

• Katy ISD does not rank outside of the top 10%​ and if your 
student is outside of the top 10%, they will be ranked by 
quartile. ​HAC will show the exact rank, but it will not 
appear on the official/unofficial transcript.

• 1st quartile = 1- 25%​
• 2nd quartile = 26- 50%​
• 3rd quartile = 51-75%
• 4th quartile = 76% and lower, quartile does not show on 

transcript​



High School Coursework

Cumulative GPA/Rank

• All Grades Matter
• Colleges view high school electives as a way to understand your unique 

interests, passions, and academic personality. While admissions officers 
prioritize your core academic foundation, they look at electives to see 
how you challenge yourself and explore potential majors. 

• Some colleges/universities will recalculate the GPA to only include core 
classes (UH, PVAMU).



High School Coursework

Strength of Curriculum

• Challenging Yourself
• Admissions officers usually look at what courses were available 

to the student and what the student “left on the table.”

• Maintain Balance
• Maximize potential without overwhelming.

• Don’t turn academics/AP Exams into an extra curricular activity.



Extracurriculars

• Quality over Quantity: Focus on 3-4 main 
activities that demonstrate commitment and 
growth.

• Impact and Initiative: Self-directed projects and 
those with quantifiable impact stand out most.

• Beyond School Walls: Activities in the 
community or online can show broader 
engagement.

• The latest trend with college admissions is for 
students to have a passion project; this should 
go at top of the list.



Achievements

• Awards Order: 

• The awards list should go in order of 
National, to State, to Regional, and then to 
local/school awards.



Direct Admissions

Direct Admissions on My Texas Future is a state tool that lets high 
school students see which participating Texas colleges are ready to 
admit them based on self-reported grades, class rank, and test 
scores. It shows instant match options, but students must still 
complete a formal application to finalize admission.

https://www.mytexasfuture.org/middle-high-school/direct-admissions/


Direct Admissions



College Readiness Testing

• ACT 
• SAT 
• State Specific Test
Colleges or universities require either 
ACT or SAT to be submitted with 
applications (they do not care which 
test, only which one has the high 
score).
Sometimes these exams will help 
with admissions or qualify a student 
for assured admissions and/or 
scholarships.

All Texas public universities 
require a student to be “TSI 
Ready” to enroll in college level 
courses.
Students can become college 
ready with the ACT, SAT, or TSIA2 
exams. 
The scores needed to become 
college ready are on the next 
slide.

Admissions Exams Placement Exams



College Readiness Testing

Test English Language Arts & Reading (ELAR) Math

SAT 480+ 530+

ACT Combined English & Writing Score: 40 Math Score: 22

TSIA2
MC: 945 and Essay 5 

OR 
MC: 910-944, Diag Level: 5-6, Essay 5-8

MC: 950 
OR 

MC 910-949, Diag Level: 6

College Ready Test Scores



College Application Essays

• TOPIC A: ​Tell us your story. What unique opportunities or 
challenges have you experienced throughout your high school 
career that have shaped who you are today?

• TOPIC B: Most students have an identity, an interest, or a 
talent that defines them in an essential way. Tell us about 
yourself.

• TOPIC C: You've got a ticket in your hand. Where will you go? 
What will you do? What will happen when you get there?

The ApplyTexas essays are suggested to be 500-750 words. 
ApplyTexas Essay A seems to be the overwhelming favorite among 
universities using the ApplyTexas application. 

1. Some students have a background, identity, interest, or talent that is so 
meaningful they believe their application would be incomplete without it. If 
this sounds like you, then please share your story.

2. The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental to 
later success. Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback, or failure. 
How did it affect you, and what did you learn from the experience?

3. Reflect on a time when you questioned or challenged a belief or idea. What 
prompted your thinking? What was the outcome?

4. Reflect on something that someone has done for you that has made you 
happy or thankful in a surprising way. How has this gratitude affected or 
motivated you?

5. Discuss an accomplishment, event, or realization that sparked a period of 
personal growth and a new understanding of yourself or others.

6. Describe a topic, idea, or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose 
all track of time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to 
when you want to learn more.

7. ​Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you've already 
written, one that responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design.

The Common App essays are limited to 650 words.

ApplyTexas Common App



College Application Essays

1. Genuine authenticity

2. An engaging narrative

3. Deep personal reflection

4. Evidence of personal growth

5. Alignment with college goals

6. Proficient writing skills

7. A distinct perspective

8. Authentic passion



Letters of Recommendation

Letters of Recommendation:
• Please check with your schools to see if they really need 

a Counselor LOR

• Fill out Microsoft Form in Canvas

• Forms open Monday, August 24, 2026

• Letter will be sent starting September 15, 2026

• At least 21 business days advanced notice of the 

     institution’s deadline. This does NOT include weekends. 

 

Suggestions:
• Future Path
• Goals/Major

• 3 Strengths and 
Achievements

• Job/Volunteer 
Experience

• Awards/Skills
• Test Scores, GPA, 

Rank



Letters of Recommendation



College Financing

• FAFSA.gov
• Federal Financial Aid
• Opens October 1
• Available to US Citizens
• Need Based

• TAFSA
• Texas Financial Aid
• Opens October 1
• Available to non-US citizens
• Need Based

• CSS Profile
• Mainly for private schools
• Managed by the College Board
• Has a fee ($25/$16) for submitting application (fee 

waiver available -99,999) 
• Colleges give more money through the CSS Profile

• University Scholarships
• Application either in Apply Texas or through the 

university’s website

• Merit based

• Merit & need based

• Third Party Scholarships
• CocaCola

• Gates Foundation

• Sugar Land Chamber of Commerce

• List in SchoolLinks

• E-scholarships

• Many more sites. 

To get an estimated cost of attendance 
for the schools you’re applying to, you 

can search “school name COA”



College Financing



Scholarships on SchooLinks



Scholarships on Canvas



House Bill 3
(Graduation Requirement)

OPTION 1: 

FAFSA: Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid

If you are a US citizen and 
have a social security 
number, you would 
complete ONLY the FAFSA 
and not the TASFA.

OPTION 2:

TASFA: Texas Application for 
Student Financial Aid

If you are not a US citizen 
and do not have a social 
security number, you would 
complete only the TASFA 
and not the FAFSA.

OPTION 3: 

OPT-OUT FORM

If you do not wish to complete 
a financial aid application, you 
will need to sign an opt-out 
form. 



Financial Aid Verification



Financial Aid Verification



Student Conferences

Student Conference/Meeting Information

• Students can schedule a conference using the following link: 

• If students are booking a conference during a class time, they need 
to have a conversation with their teacher first and know that 
teachers have the right to not allow them to come if they have not 
approved it with them first.

• Students can also utilize the open labs to come and ask questions. 
Check SchooLinks for specific days.  

Book time with Antoine, Eugenia W (SLHS): 20 minutes meeting 

https://outlook.office.com/bookwithme/user/631a9ceaef994f6e88c5044154d86aeb@KATYISD.ORG/meetingtype/IqmhU_mHjk-pPxi6rI4YSQ2?anonymous&ismsaljsauthenabled&ep=mcard


Schoolinks Events



Canvas Resource



Future College Athletes

For a future college athlete, there are even more important considerations for coursework to 

ensure student is meeting criteria for NCAA/NAIA eligibility.

Core courses and core GPA requirements

NCAA Division I and Division II (athletic scholarships) vs. Division III (non-athletic financial aid)



Looking For Something?



College/Military/Trade School 
Visit Excused Absence Request



College and Career Website



Senior Newsletter



Future Events

FAFSA 101 (Virtual)  August 24
FAFSA Night   October 5
Essay Essential (Virtual) October 7
HARN Fair (Students)  October 20



CCMR
REMIND

@slhs-ccmr



CONTACT 
Information

eugeniawantoine@katyisd.org
281-237-2978

mailto:eugeniawantoine@katyisd.org


Questions
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