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Dear BASD Fami l ies ,  

As we begin another school  year ,  I ’ ve been th ink ing about two messages
that seem to conf l ict .  Students often hear that art i f ic ia l  intel l igence wi l l
replace jobs,  yet  near ly  every employer I  speak with te l ls  me they cannot
f ind enough qual i f ied people.

The real i ty  is  that whi le AI  wi l l  change the way we work ,  i t  cannot replace
what makes us uniquely  human. The future belongs to people who are
cur ious,  adaptable,  creat ive,  col laborat ive,  and committed to l i fe long
learning.

Every chi ld enters the wor ld with a natural  desi re to learn.  Our
responsibi l i ty  as parents ,  educators ,  and community  members is  not to
create cur ios i ty ,  but to protect i t ,  nurture i t ,  and help i t  grow. When
students cont inue ask ing quest ions,  embracing chal lenges,  and learning
from mistakes,  they develop the res i l ience,  cr i t ical  th ink ing,
communicat ion,  and empathy that wi l l  serve them throughout their  l ives.

At But ler  Area School  Dist r ict ,  th is  bel ief  is  ref lected in our  Portrait  of  the
Graduate.  We are committed to helping every student develop the
knowledge,  sk i l l s ,  and character  needed to thr ive in col lege,  careers ,  and
l i fe.

As we welcome students back,  let  us remember that educat ion is  about
more than prepar ing students for  thei r  f i rst  job.  I t  i s  about prepar ing them
for a l i fet ime of learning.  I f  our  graduates leave But ler  with cur ios i ty ,
conf idence,  compassion,  and a love of learning,  they wi l l  be ready for
whatever the future holds.

Thank you to our  fami l ies for  entrust ing us with your chi ldren,  to our
educators and staff  for  thei r  dedicat ion,  and to our community  for  i ts
cont inued partnership.

Welcome back!  Here 's  to a school  year f i l led with cur ios i ty ,  d iscovery ,  and
endless poss ibi l i t ies.

Sincerely ,  

Br ian J .  White,  J r . ,  Ed.D.
Super intendent
But ler  Area School  Dist r ict

Welcome BackWelcome Back



The miss ion of the But ler  Area School  Dist r ict ,  a community  committed to foster ing a culture of
forward-think ing,  innovat ive and l i fe long learning,  is  to prepare students to succeed in an ever-
changing global  society through academical ly  r igorous and indiv idual ized learning exper iences with in
a nurtur ing and safe envi ronment.  

Our Beliefs
We bel ieve in l i fe long learning.  
We bel ieve in empowering indiv iduals .  
We bel ieve that divers i ty  must  be respected.  
We bel ieve that creat iv i ty  powers innovat ion.  
We bel ieve that al l  indiv iduals  are able to learn.  

Our Objectives
Al l  students wi l l  have an indiv idual ized r igorous academic plan.  
Al l  students wi l l  meet or  exceed indiv idual ized r igorous growth targets.  
Al l  students wi l l  respect themselves and others.  
Al l  students wi l l  create an ongoing interest-based portfol io that provides a foundation for  career 
     p lanning.  
Al l  students wi l l  read with accuracy,  f luency and comprehension by the end of 3rd grade.  
Al l  students wi l l  demonstrate the social ,  emotional  and problem solv ing sk i l l s  required to be successful
in  their  l i fe long learning.  

Dr.  Brian J.  White,  J r . ,  Super intendent
Dr.  Brian Slamecka,  Ass istant Super intendent
Dr.  Laura Mil ler ,  Di rector  of  Curr iculum, 
     Instruct ion,  and Profess ional  Development
Dr.  Carrie Morgan-Davis,  Ass istant Director  of  
     Curr iculum, Instruct ion,  and Profess ional
     Development 
Mr. Aaron Royhab, Director  of  Special  
     Educat ion
Mrs. Cari  Boozel ,  Ass istant Director  of  Special  
     Educat ion 
Dr.  John Wyll ie,  Ass istant to the Super intendents 
Mr. Curt  Springer,  Ass istant Director  of      
     Behavioral  Supports  
Ms. Heather Bonzo,  Di rector  of  F inance & 
     Operat ions
Mrs. Kristen Clouse,  Di rector  of  Human 
     Resources
Mrs. Kara Droney,  Director  of  Communicat ions
Mr. Jason Huffman,  Pr incipal ,  SHS
Mr. Doug Ford,  Ass istant Pr incipal ,  SHS
Mrs. Hope Hull ,  Pr incipal  of  Personal ized
     Learning

Mr. Daniel  Buzzard,  Dean of Students ,  SHS
Mr. Justin Tanaka,  Dean of Students ,  SHS
Mr. Stephen Dobransky,  Pr incipal ,  IHS
Mrs. Gretchen Crissman,  Ass istant Pr incipal ,  IHS 
Mr. Harold Dunn,  Assistant Pr incipal ,  IHS 
Mrs. Vanessa Boyd,  Pr incipal ,  Broad Street
Mrs. Tanya Lewis,  Pr incipal ,  Center Township
Mrs. Nicole Munko ,  Dean of Students ,  Center    
     Township
Ms. Alicia Beighley,  Pr incipal ,  Connoqueness ing
Mr. Joshua Hundertmark,  Pr incipal ,  Emi ly  
     Br i t tain
Mrs. Theresa Cherry,  Pr incipal ,  McQuist ion
Ms. El izabeth Santi l lo,  Dean of Students ,   
     McQuist ion
Mr. Matt Martinez,  Pr incipal ,  Northwest
Mr. Chad Broman, Pr incipal ,  Summit
Mr. Keenan McGaughey,  Pr incipal ,  Center  
     Avenue Community  School

Mr. Al  Vavro,  Pres ident
Mr. Gary Shingleton,  Vice Pres ident
Mr. John Conrad
Mrs.  Jennifer Cummings
Mrs.  Jennifer Daniels-Wells
Mr.  Phi l  Heasley
Mr.  Terry Stivason
Mrs.  Nina Teff
Mrs.  Cecil ia Tomko

The But ler  Area Board of School  Directors meets on the
second and th i rd Monday of the month.  One meeting per
month wi l l  be a t radit ional  board meeting and one
meeting wi l l  be a community  engagement sess ion.  Both
meeting sty les are open to the publ ic.  

Cl ick here for  more information,  including a l i s t  of
meeting dates,  t imes and locat ions.  

OUR MISSION AND BELIEFS

We bel ieve in dignity  and respect for  al l .  
We bel ieve in the power of community  pr ide.  
We bel ieve that everyone has a r ight to learn.  
We bel ieve in col laborat ive communicat ion.

OUR LEADERSHIP

OUR BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS

https://www.basdk12.org/our-district/school-board


FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
The First Day of School for all students is on Thursday, August 27.

ORIENTATION
6th Grade Orientation: August 19 from 9:00-11:00 am at the IHS
7th Grade Orientation: August 20 from 9:00-11:00 am at the IHS
8th Grade Orientation: August 20 from 12:00-2:00 pm at the IHS
9th Grade & New Student Orientation: August 17 from 1:00 - 3:00 pm at the SHS
SHS Cyber School Orientation (grades 9-12): August 17 from 12:00-1:00 pm at the SHS

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT
Kindergarten Only: August 25 at your child's elementary school.

Broad Street: 4:15 - 5:15 pm
Center Township: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Connoquenessing: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Emily Brittain: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
McQuistion: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Northwest: 4:00 - 5:00 pm
Summit: 4:00 - 5:00 pm

Elementary (Grades 1-5): August 25 at your child's elementary school.
Broad Street: 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Center Township: 5:45 - 6:45 pm
Connoquenessing: 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Emily Brittain: 5:30 - 6:30 pm
McQuistion: 5:30 - 6:30 pm
Northwest: 5:45 - 6:45 pm
Summit: 5:15 - 6:15 pm

Senior High School (Grades 9-12): September 15 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at the SHS.

BACK TO SCHOOL
SAVE THE DATE

SUPPLIES
Elementary School

Supply List

Intermediate High School
Suggested Supply List

Center Avenue Community School: Family Fun Night on

September 17 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm at Center Avenue

Community School. 

https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/elementary-supply-list
https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/elementary-supply-list
https://ihs.basdk12.org/resources/supply-list
https://ihs.basdk12.org/resources/supply-list


PATH FORWARD

LOCATION
Intermediate
High School

TIME
6:00 PM

DATE
Thursday, 

Sept. 24, 2026

Participants should expect to spend around 90 minutes total 
exploring and sharing insights across the stations.

Event Details

What is the true purpose of a modern education? How do we balance rigorous academics with
student well-being? And how should our schools navigate the rise of Artificial Intelligence, screen
time, and a fast-changing economic landscape?

These aren't just questions for school administrators—
they are fundamental questions for our entire community.

SHAPING OUR 
You’re invited! 

HELP GUIDE THE FUTURE OF OUR SCHOOLS

Butler Area School District has a proud history of listening and partnering with our community. Your
ideas have shaped major decisions – from school reconfiguration to our Portrait of the Graduate. 

This Strategic Visioning Event is the next step in that committment. Together, we’ll explore bold
ideas, share diverse perspectives and build the roadmap for our school district’s future. 

A STRONG FOUNDATION OF COMMUNITY VOICES

Big ideas. Real impact. 

Whether you are a parent with a child just starting kindergarten, a local business owner looking at
the future workforce, an educator dedicated to student success, or a resident invested in the long-
term strength of our neighborhoods, we want to hear from you. No pre-registration or expert
background in education is required. All you need is a willingness to share your perspective and
hope for the future of our students.

YOUR VOICE IS THE MISSING PIECE



INTERACTIVE
STATIONS

THE PURPOSE OF EDUCATION
Share your perspective on what success looks like for a modern graduate and what a
school's core mission should be in today's world.

THE STUDENT EXPERIENCE (Play, Engagement, Technology & Screen Time)
Give us your thoughts on how to best structure the school day to support student well-being.
This includes balancing active engagement and play with your views on technology use and
screen time.

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS & GRADING
Weigh in on how we assess student progress and growth, and how grading frameworks can
best reflect true understanding and mastery.

PERSONALIZED LEARNING & INSTRUCTIONS
Share your ideas on how instruction can adapt to meet the unique learning paces, styles, and
strengths of individual students so no child is left behind.

THE AI ETHICS CHALLENGE
Give us your input on how our schools should navigate, manage, and constructively
approach the rise of Artificial Intelligence tools in the classroom.

CAREER PATHWAYS & REAL- WORLD LEARNING
Help us think about how to best connect classroom experiences with future careers, technical
pathways, internships, and local business partnerships.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS (Attendance & Responsibility)
Share your thoughts on cultivating a positive, accountable, and supportive school culture
regarding student attendance and behavior.

FAMILY PARTNERSHIP & SUPPORT
Give us your ideas on how schools and families can build stronger communication channels
and work together more effectively to support children.

FACILITIES & INVESTMENT STRATEGY
Share your priorities regarding district resources, financial investments, and building
upgrades to support modern safety, sustainability, and learning.

RECREATION & AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMMING
Let us know what you value most when it comes to extracurriculars, athletic programs, and
summer programming for our students.

MOVING FORWARD TOGETHER
The final stop! A collaborative space to review the big ideas gathered throughout the evening
and share any final, overarching feedback to help anchor the district's long-term strategy.

11111111



Beg inn i ng  t h i s  schoo l  yea r ,  Bu t l e r  A rea  Schoo l  D i s t r i c t  i s
updat i ng  i t s  Pe r sona l  Techno logy  Resou rces  Po l i c y  to  p rov ide
s tuden t s  w i t h  mo re  t ime  to  focus  on  l ea rn i ng ,  engage  w i t h  t he i r
teache r s  and  c la s smates ,  and  m in im i ze  d i s t rac t i ons  du r i ng  t he
schoo l  day .  

F o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  K – 8 ,  t h e r e  i s  n o  c h a n g e .  Ou r
e lemen ta r y  and  I n te rmed ia te  H igh  Schoo l  s t uden t s  a l r eady  l ea rn
i n  phone- f ree  env i ronment s ,  and  cu r ren t  expec ta t i ons  w i l l
r ema in  i n  p lace .  I n  add i t i on  to  ce l l  phones ,  t h i s  i nc l udes  a l l
pe r sona l  t echno logy  dev i ces  such  as  smar t  watches  and
ea rphones ,  e tc .  

T h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a n g e  i s  f o r  s t u d e n t s  i n  g r a d e s  9 – 1 2 .  Sen io r
H igh  Schoo l  s t uden t s  w i l l  now  be  requ i red  to  keep  a l l  pe r sona l
e lec t ron ic  dev i ces— inc l ud ing  ce l l  phones ,  smar twatches ,
ea rbuds ,  A i r Pods ,  w i re le s s  headphones ,  Meta  g la s ses ,  and  o the r
pe r sona l  t echno logy—powered  o f f  and  s to red  away  i n  a  l ocke r
o r  backpack  fo r  t he  en t i r e  schoo l  day ,  i nc l ud i ng  du r i ng  c la s s
t rans i t i on s  and  l unch .  Pe r sona l  dev i ces  may  on l y  be  u sed  a f te r
t he  schoo l  day  ends ,  un le s s  o the rw i se  d i rec ted  du r i ng
ex t racu r r i cu la r  ac t i v i t i e s  by  a  coach ,  adv i so r ,  o r  sponso r .

Th i s  updated  po l i c y  i s  i n tended  to  c rea te  mo re  oppo r tun i t i e s  fo r
s t uden t s  to  rema in  engaged  i n  i n s t r uc t i on ,  s t r eng then
in te rpe r sona l  connec t ions ,  and  max im i ze  l ea rn i ng  t h roughou t
the  schoo l  day  wh i l e  con t i nu i ng  to  teach  re spons ib le  d ig i ta l
c i t i zensh ip .  S tuden t s  may  s t i l l  b r i ng  pe r sona l  dev i ces  to  schoo l ,
bu t  t hey  mus t  r ema in  o f f  and  ou t  o f  s igh t  du r i ng  t he
i n s t r uc t i ona l  day .  

A s  w i t h  any  Boa rd  po l i c y ,  v i o la t i on s  w i l l  r e su l t  i n  d i sc ip l i na r y
consequences ,  and  i napp rop r ia te  u se  i n vo l v i ng  images ,  v i deos ,
o r  messages  may  a l so  re su l t  i n  l aw  en fo rcement  i n vo l vement
when  requ i red  by  l aw .  

We  app rec ia te  t he  pa r tne r sh ip  o f  ou r  s t uden t s ,  fam i l i e s ,  and
s ta f f  a s  we  wo r k  toge the r  to  c rea te  a  focused ,  engag ing ,  and
d i s t rac t i on- f ree  l ea rn i ng  env i ronment .

THIS SCHOOL YEAR
Updated Personal Device Policy 
for the School Day

New



INFRASTRUCTURE
UPGRADES
T h e  B u t l e r  A r e a  S c h o o l  B o a r d  h a s
o f f i c i a l l y  g r e e n l i t  a
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  l i s t  o f  c a p i t a l
i m p r o v e m e n t  p r o j e c t s  a i m e d  a t
m o d e r n i z i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d
a d d r e s s i n g  c r i t i c a l  m a i n t e n a n c e
n e e d s  a c r o s s  t h e  d i s t r i c t .
F o l l o w i n g  a  s t r a t e g i c  b o n d
r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h a t  g e n e r a t e d  n e w
c a p i t a l  r e v e n u e ,  t h e  b o a r d  i s
m o v i n g  f o r w a r d  w i t h  a n
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  p a c k a g e  t o t a l i n g
$ 1 2  m i l l i o n .  W h i l e  m o s t  o f  t h e s e
p r o j e c t s  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  i n  t h e  p r e -
b i d  o r  a s s e s s m e n t  s t a g e s ,
t a x p a y e r s  a n d  s t u d e n t s  c a n
e x p e c t  t o  s e e  r o l l i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n
a n d  f a c i l i t y  u p g r a d e s  c o m p l e t e d
o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  y e a r s .

Elementary & Center Avenue
Updates
District elementary schools and community
facilities are receiving crucial infrastructure
protection, heavily prioritizing weatherproofing,
structural preservation, and climate control
across multiple campuses:

Roof Replacements: Major roofing
overhauls have been approved to eliminate
leaks, address water pooling, and protect
the foundational integrity of
Connoquenessing Elementary and Center
Township Elementary. In addition, grants
have been submitted to help cover the cost
of roof replacement at Connoquenessing
Elementary, Center Township Elementary,
Northwest Elementary and Center Avenue
Community School.
HVAC & Roofing Combos: Broad Street
Elementary will benefit from a dual-scope
project addressing both its roofing needs
and vital HVAC system upgrades to improve
indoor air quality and modern climate
control.

The Senior High School and Intermediate High
School campuses are slated for a diverse array
of upgrades, focusing on structural integrity,
student safety, and extracurricular facilities:

Stadium Annex Building: A major focus
next to Art Bernardi Stadium, this facility is
undergoing a comprehensive architectural
assessment. The project will address
significant legacy issues, including severe
groundwater penetration, an outdated
HVAC system, and failing plumbing, with the
district evaluating whether a deep
structural renovation or a total replacement
is the most fiscally responsible path
forward.
Structural & Facility Upgrades: The
Intermediate High School will undergo a
necessary remediation and replacement of
its exterior cement asbestos panels. In
addition, necessary updates to the Senior
High’s restroom plumbing will be made.
Interior & Auxiliary Upgrades: Student
spaces will see a refresh, including
cafeteria bathroom upgrades, brand-new
gym bleachers, updated auditorium seating
at the Intermediate High School, and new
auditorium lighting at the Senior High.
Roofing: Final-phase roof replacements will
be executed to cover the remaining older
sections of the Senior High School roof.

Secondary Updates



T h i s  y e a r ,  s t u d e n t  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  b e i n g  m a d e  a  m a j o r
c o u n t y w i d e  p r i o r i t y  u n d e r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  B u t l e r
C o u n t y  P r e s i d e n t  J u d g e  Ye a g e r .

J u d g e  Ye a g e r  i s  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  d e d i c a t e d  A t t e n d a n c e
C o u r t  f o r  t h e  c o u n t y .  T h i s  s p e c i a l i z e d  c o u r t  i s  b e i n g
i n t r o d u c e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f a m i l i e s  w i t h  a  s t r o n g e r ,  m o r e
f o c u s e d  l a y e r  o f  s u p p o r t  t h a n  t r a d i t i o n a l  m a g i s t e r i a l
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t s .  T h e  p r i m a r y  g o a l  o f  t h e  A t t e n d a n c e
C o u r t  i s  t o  o f f e r  a d d i t i o n a l  t a r g e t e d  i n t e r v e n t i o n s  a n d
s u p p o r t i v e  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f a m i l i e s  s t r u g g l i n g  w i t h
t r u a n c y .  H o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  a t t e n d a n c e  i s  v i t a l  t o  a
c h i l d ' s  f u t u r e ,  t h e  c o u r t  w i l l  a l s o  c a r r y  p o t e n t i a l
c o n s e q u e n c e s  i f  t r u a n c y  i s s u e s  r e m a i n  u n r e s o l v e d .

A NEW LAYER OF ATTENDANCE SUPPORT:
The Countywide Attendance Court

Prepared Prepared Tomorrow. Tomorrow. 
Present Present Today. Today. 



By state definition, a student is considered
"habitually truant" once they accumulate six
(6) or more unexcused absences at any
point during the current school year. This is
the threshold that triggers formal
attendance improvement plans and
potential referral to the new county
Attendance Court.

Habitual Truancy
(6 Unexcused Days):
Truancy focuses strictly on
unexcused absences. 

As a reminder of the guidelines established
last school year, students in grades K–8 who
are chronically absent will be required to
demonstrate content proficiency in order to
be promoted to the next grade level (unless
a qualifying mitigating circumstance is
documented).

Chronic Absenteeism
(10% or More): 
This looks at a student's total
missed days—both excused
and unexcused. 

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  f a m i l i e s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  s c h o o l
a b s e n c e s  a r e  t r a c k e d  u n d e r  P e n n s y l v a n i a  g u i d e l i n e s .  

UNDERSTANDING THE THRESHOLDS:
Chronic Absence vs. Truancy

The Importance of 
Turning in Documentation
Because the distinction between an excused and unexcused
absence is so critical to preventing truancy, communication is key.

Please make sure to submit written excuse notes and medical/doctor notes whenever they are
available. Promptly turning in this documentation ensures your child's records are accurate, helps
avoid unnecessary truancy status, and ensures the school is aware of any health-related needs.

We Are Here to Help
Break Down the Barriers
We recognize that unique life circumstances and hidden barriers—
whether related to transportation, health, or personal hardships—can
sometimes make getting to school a challenge.

Our goal is to support your family before truancy becomes an academic
or legal issue. If there are barriers preventing your child from attending
school, please contact your child’s school principal immediately. By
reaching out early, our school teams can work directly with you to
identify the root causes of the absences, coordinate community
resources, and build a collaborative plan to help you resolve those
barriers. Let's work together to ensure every student is present,
supported, and positioned to succeed.



To maintain consistency
and momentum in our
reviews, interested
individuals must be wil l ing
to attend al l  four
committee sessions
throughout the school
year.

If  you are ready to
col laborate and make a
lasting impact on our
students '  academic
journey, please cl ick the
l ink or scan the QR code
below to submit your
information using our
volunteer portal.

Thank you for your
continued support and
partnership in ensuring a
high-quality education for
al l  BASD students.

BASD Curriculum
Advisory Committee

Interest Form

As we launch into a new school year, the Butler Area School
District remains committed to providing educational
programs that are rigorous, relevant, and aligned with the
highest standards of excellence. To ensure our coursework
continuously meets the needs of our students, we rely
heavily on the diverse perspectives of our community.

We are currently seeking dedicated parents, guardians,
staff members, and community representatives to serve on
our Curriculum Advisory Committee. While we have core
members who help guide this process, we are always in
need of additional volunteers to bring fresh insights and
voices to the table. If you are passionate about supporting
student achievement and shaping the future of our schools,
we want to hear from you.

The Vital Role of the Committee
The Curriculum Advisory Committee serves an essential
function in evaluating and recommending updates to our
district 's educational framework. Members engage in a
collaborative review process, working directly alongside
educators and administrators to:

       Analyze  instructional materials and current resources.

       Assess  the overall effectiveness of our existing 
       curricula.

       Consider educational best practices, state standards, 
       and real-world student learning outcomes.

       Provide  data-driven recommendations for continuous 
       improvement.

Through open dialogue, the committee’s work ensures a
well-rounded curriculum that prepares BASD students for
l ifelong learning and future success.

GET
INVOLVED!

COLLABORATIVE EXCELLENCE
Join Our Curriculum Advisory Committee

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXmHs0GaXhNQTciPrlkAqjNFPQZ-Z-9E0wAxlsyScq0-Ep-g/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXmHs0GaXhNQTciPrlkAqjNFPQZ-Z-9E0wAxlsyScq0-Ep-g/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXmHs0GaXhNQTciPrlkAqjNFPQZ-Z-9E0wAxlsyScq0-Ep-g/viewform?usp=publish-editor
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScXmHs0GaXhNQTciPrlkAqjNFPQZ-Z-9E0wAxlsyScq0-Ep-g/viewform?usp=publish-editor


Unique IdentitiesSHARED FOUNDATION

OUR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL THEMES

Elementary Themes

At Butler Area School District, we believe that education is not one-size-fits-all. While all seven of our
elementary schools share the same foundational curriculum and educational resources, each individual
building has developed its own unique identity and vision, or "school theme."

These specialized focus plans were developed using collaborative, human-centered design sessions with
staff, students, and families, ensuring that our schools directly reflect and empower the diverse communities
they serve. By grounding standard classroom concepts in real-world context and hands-on experiences, these
themes act as an "educational engine"—creating vibrant hubs where our youngest scholars are genuinely
excited to learn and grow every day.

Broad Street Elementary School – A Community-Centered School

Center Township Elementary School – Center for Creative Thinking & Arts

Connoquenessing Elementary School – An Outdoor Appreciation Campus

Emily Brittain Elementary School – Community Partnership & Demonstration School | BOOST

McQuistion Elementary School – Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math

Northwest Elementary School – Wonders of Work

Summit Elementary School – Community Agricultural Partnership at Summit

Our specialized elementary themes thrive on a full circle of support from our incredible community.
Whether you are a parent with a unique skill set, a local business owner looking to collaborate, or a
neighbor eager to volunteer, we want your voice at the table.

Get Involved! 

Scan the QR code or click here to learn more about
our district elementary initiatives.  

If you are interested in supporting these initiatives, please reach out directly to
your school's principal to explore current volunteer openings, advisory
opportunities, or community partnership projects.

https://www.basdk12.org/our-district/school-themes
https://www.basdk12.org/our-district/school-themes


Located in the heart of Butler's cultural district, Emily Brittain operates as a
Community Partnership and Demonstration School focused on the whole child.
Its unique BOOST (Building On Our Strengths Together) theme utilizes flexible,
vibrant spaces—like an interactive STEAM. hub with brainstorming whiteboard
tables—and prioritizes deep, family-driven engagement.

BRINGING LEARNING TO LIFE

Broad Street Elementary: 

Broad Street has a vibrant, community-centered theme. By weaving vital local
resources directly into daily instruction, Broad Street fosters a 21st-century, joyful
learning environment dedicated to cultivating the whole child. Broad Street
thrives on five core pillars; Urban Gardens, local Career promotion, Active Parent
Engagement, Learner Leadership and Staff Change Agent Mindset.

A Community- Centered School

Center Township Elementary:

Center Township focuses on active learning that stretches beyond traditional
textbooks. Its program encourages students to explore their personal strengths,
collaborate on interactive projects, and take ownership of their educational
journey from an early age.

Center for Creative Thinking & Arts

Connoquenessing Elementary:

Connoquenessing stands out for its specialized focus on nature-centered
education. By regularly transitioning lessons in science, math, and reading into
the environment, the school uses its natural surroundings as a powerful tool for
active discovery and environmental stewardship.

An Outdoor Appreciation Campus

Emily Brittain Elementary:
Community Partnership & Demonstration School | BOOST

McQuistion Elementary:

Students at McQuistion Elementary experience an inclusive, cross-curricular
environment where STEAM builds curiosity and creativity while having fun.
Learning is most meaningful when students have freedom to make choices, ask
questions, and engage in productive struggle — thinking, communicating,
building, failing, and succeeding. 

Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math

Northwest Elementary:

Northwest features a unique career-readiness lens designed specifically for
primary learners. Through age-appropriate exploration, students are exposed to
various professions, industries, and fields of study, helping them connect what
they learn in the classroom to the broader workforce.

Wonders of Work

Summit Elementary:

Taking full advantage of its expansive surrounding acreage, Summit connects
core curriculum directly to hands-on agricultural and environmental education.
Students discover the fundamentals of plant science, soil health, animal
husbandry and sustainability through active projects on the school grounds.

Community Agricultural Partnership at Summit



At Butler Intermediate High School, learning is growing beyond the classroom.

The new greenhouse at IHS is giving students an opportunity to explore agriculture through hands-on,
real-world experiences. As part of the District’s expanding agricultural education program, the
greenhouse complements the school’s new Agriculture Lab, creating a space where students can learn
about plants, growing systems, sustainability, and the science behind agriculture.

The greenhouse is more than a place to grow plants—
it’s a place to grow curiosity, skills, and new possibilities.

Students can apply concepts from science and other subjects in a practical setting while developing an
understanding of where food comes from, how plants grow, and the many careers connected to
agriculture and environmental science. The greenhouse also builds on Butler Area School District’s
commitment to providing students with meaningful experiences that connect learning to the world around
them.

The IHS Ag Lab and greenhouse represent an exciting investment in agricultural education and give 
students the chance to learn by doing. From growing plants to exploring hydroponics and other
agricultural systems, students are discovering that agriculture is about much more than farming—it’s
science, technology, innovation, business, and sustainability.

INTERMEDIATE HIGH SCHOOLGreenhouse



Beginning in the 2026–2027 school  year ,  8th-grade students wi l l  benef i t
f rom a new approach to mathematics instruct ion.  E ighth grade math wi l l
now be scheduled in an 80-minute instruct ional  b lock rather than a
tradit ional  s ingle-per iod class.  This  change puts 8th grade in l ine with our
current 6th and 7th grade conf igurat ions.

The extended block wi l l  provide teachers and students with more t ime to
engage deeply with mathematical  concepts ,  ask quest ions,  pract ice new
ski l l s ,  and apply learning through problem-solv ing and col laborat ive
act iv i t ies.

B lock schedul ing reduces t ransi t ions and creates opportunit ies for  a wider
var iety of  instruct ional  st rategies ,  including hands-on learning,  smal l-
group instruct ion,  targeted intervent ion,  and meaningful  mathematical
discourse.  Most important ly ,  the addit ional  instruct ional  t ime wi l l  a l low
students to s low down, th ink cr i t ical ly ,  and develop a deeper
understanding of mathematics.

This  change ref lects our  cont inued commitment to providing learning
exper iences that are responsive to student needs and designed to support
strong academic growth.

EXTENDED MATH AT THE IHS



LEARN. CONNECT. EXPERIENCE.

Earn Credit Beyond the Classroom with Tornado XP

Tornado XP

REAL COMMUNITY
EXPERIENCES

MEANINGFUL
PARTNERSHIPS

PREPARING THE NEXT
GENERATION

Students step beyond the classroom
to engage in authentic learning

through local organizations.

Your time and experise make a
lasting impact on students and

strengthen our community.

Students build real-world skills that
prepare them for college, careers,

and lifebeyond high school.

This school year brings an exciting new way for our students to learn, grow, and connect with our community. Launching
this fall, Tornado XP is an innovative learning course that allows students in grades 10–12 to earn high school credit
through real-world experiences that take place entirely outside the traditional classroom walls.

Directly aligned with our Portrait of the Graduate framework, Tornado XP recognizes that some of the most meaningful
learning occurs through hands-on exploration, service, leadership, and applied practice.

How Tornado XP Works
Unlike standard classes, Tornado XP is entirely optional and does not require traditional course scheduling. All eligible
students will receive a comprehensive overview of the program early in the fall semester, after which they can choose
whether or not to participate.

Once enrolled, students navigate the program by earning "Experience Points" (XP) through flexible, bite-sized
opportunities:

Microcredentials: Students complete short, approved learning experiences hosted by our community partners,
including local businesses, nonprofits, government agencies, arts organizations, healthcare providers, and higher
education institutions.
Active Learning: Every experience requires active, hands-on participation. Students gather evidence of their
learning and document a thoughtful reflection in a personalized digital portfolio.
Self-Paced Exploration: Students work at their own pace throughout the school year, choosing the pathways
and partnerships that match their personal interests and future aspirations. Students may choose to complete the
experiences all in one year or during their Sophomore, Junior and Senior years.

The Capstone & Honors Credit
Throughout the year, students will demonstrate growth across core graduate competencies. At the conclusion of the
program, participants will present a Capstone Portfolio that highlights their experiences, reflects on their growth, and
maps out connections to their broader academic, career, and life goals.

Upon successful completion of the program requirements, students will earn 1.0 honors-weighted elective credit.
Tornado XP is an incredible opportunity for our high schoolers to step out into the community, build professional
networks, and receive academic recognition for their real-world achievements.



the
I N T R O D U C I N G

M E D E D
PAT H WAY

Launching

this fall!

W e  a r e  p l e a s e d  t o  o f f i c i a l l y  a n n o u n c e  t h e  l a u n c h
o f  o u r  n e w  H e a l t h c a r e  P a t h w a y s  C a r e e r  R e a d i n e s s
P r o g r a m  ( M e d E d )  t h i s  f a l l !  

D e v e l o p e d  t h r o u g h  a  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  B u t l e r  A r e a
S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t ,  B u t l e r  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y  C o l l e g e  ( B C 3 ) ,  a n d  t h e
I n d e p e n d e n c e  H e a l t h  S y s t e m ,  t h i s  i n i t i a t i v e  e s t a b l i s h e s  a  d i r e c t
s c h o o l - t o - w o r k  p i p e l i n e  i n t o  t h e  h e a l t h c a r e  s e c t o r .

T h e  M e d E d  p r o g r a m  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  d e s i g n e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s t u d e n t s  w i t h
i m m e r s i v e ,  r e a l - w o r l d  e x p o s u r e  t o  h i g h - d e m a n d  c l i n i c a l ,
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ,  a n d  s u p p o r t  c a r e e r s  w h i l e  p r o a c t i v e l y  a d d r e s s i n g
r e g i o n a l  w o r k f o r c e  s h o r t a g e s .

T h e  M e d E d  p a t h w a y  i s  s t r u c t u r e d  a s  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  t w o - y e a r
e x p e r i e n c e  t h a t  r e d e f i n e s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t :

G R A D E  1 1  ( Y E A R  1 )
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  t r a d i t i o n a l  h i g h  s c h o o l  c o u r s e w o r k ,
s t u d e n t s  b e g i n  a  s e r i e s  o f  s t a t e - a p p r o v e d  p r e -
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  c o u r s e s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  B C 3 .  S t u d e n t s
w i l l  a l s o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  c o u r s e s  M e d i c a l  Te r m i n o l o g y  a n d
I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  H e a l t h c a r e  t h r o u g h  B C 3  d u r i n g  t h e i r  p r o g r a m
c o u r s e w o r k .  O p e r a t i n g  o n  a n  a l t e r n a t i n g  A - d a y / B - d a y
s c h e d u l e ,  h a l f  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t  c o h o r t  w i l l  a t t e n d  c l a s s e s  a t
t h e  S e n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l ,  w h i l e  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  r e p o r t  t o  t h e
h o s p i t a l .  S t u d e n t s  w i l l  r o t a t e  t h r o u g h  f i v e  d i s t i n c t  h o s p i t a l
d e p a r t m e n t s ,  c o m b i n i n g  p r o f e s s i o n a l  j o b  s h a d o w i n g  w i t h
p r a c t i c a l ,  h a n d s - o n  e x p e r i e n c e s .

G R A D E  1 2  ( Y E A R  2 )  
A f t e r  c o m p l e t i n g  1 2 0  f o u n d a t i o n a l  h o u r s  d u r i n g  t h e i r  j u n i o r
y e a r ,  s e n i o r s  w i l l  t r a n s i t i o n  i n t o  a d v a n c e d  w o r k - b a s e d
l e a r n i n g .  U t i l i z i n g  m o r n i n g  o r  a f t e r n o o n  s c h e d u l i n g  b l o c k s ,
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  f u n c t i o n  a s  a c t i v e  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  a t  t h e
h o s p i t a l ,  d e d i c a t i n g  t h e i r  t i m e  t o  d i r e c t  e m p l o y m e n t  o r
a d v a n c e d  t e c h n i c a l  t r a i n i n g  h o u r s .

PROGRAM STRUCTURE AND HIGHLIGHTS

P R E PA R I N G  T O DAY .  P R AC T I C I N G  T O M O R R O W .



#fec60a

C O L L E G E
C R E D I T S

E a r n e d  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h
B u t l e r  C o u n t y  C o m m u n i t y

C o l l e g e  ( B C 3 ) .  

I N D U S T R Y
C E R T I F I C AT I O N S

O p p o r t u n i t y  t o  s e c u r e
r e c o g n i z e d

c r e d e n t i a l s .  

C A R E E R
A D VA N C E M E N T

D i r e c t  p a t h w a y s  i n t o
i m m e d i a t e ,  f a m i l y -

s u s t a i n i n g  e m p l o y m e n t
o f  r e g i s t e r e d  h e a l t h c a r e
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  p r o g r a m s

u p o n  g r a d u a t i o n .   

ACADEMIC & PROFESSIONAL CREDENTIALS
T h r o u g h  t h i s  e m p l o y e r - a l i g n e d  p a r t n e r s h i p ,  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t u d e n t s

w i l l  s e c u r e  t a n g i b l e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a d v a n t a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g :

PAT H WAY
M E D E D

COHORT & COMMUNITY IMPACT
O u r  i n a u g u r a l  c o h o r t  o f  2 0  s t u d e n t s  w i l l
b e g i n  t h e i r  c o u r s e w o r k  t h i s  u p c o m i n g
s e m e s t e r .  T h e  d i s t r i c t  a n t i c i p a t e s
w e l c o m i n g  2 0  a d d i t i o n a l  s t u d e n t s  i n t o
t h i s  h i g h l y  c o n n e c t e d ,  i n d u s t r y - a l i g n e d
p a t h w a y  e a c h  y e a r ,  a l l o w i n g
l o c a l  y o u t h  t o  s e c u r e  a n
e x c e p t i o n a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d
l a u n c h  a  m e a n i n g f u l  c a r e e r
r i g h t  h e r e  i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y .



As we begin a new school  year ,  we also inv i te you to take a look back at an
incredible piece of But ler  Area School  Dist r ict  h istory.  Last  year ,  the dist r ict
recovered a 1917 t ime capsule f rom the cornerstone of the former But ler  Middle
School ,  captur ing the attent ion of our  ent i re community .

Discovered dur ing preparat ions for  the bui ld ing's  sale,  the copper t ime capsule was
careful ly  removed after  local  h istor ian Bi l l  May alerted the dist r ict  to i ts  existence.
Students ,  staff ,  and community  members gathered to witness i ts  opening and discover
art i facts sealed ins ide more than a century ago.

The capsule contained newspapers ,  coins ,  photographs,  a Bible,  school  handbooks,
and other documents that offered a fascinat ing gl impse into l i fe in But ler  in  1917.  I t
a lso included a dedicat ion from the dist r ict 's  super intendent ,  h ighl ight ing the
community 's  endur ing commitment to educat ion.

KEEPING HISTORY ALIVE: EXPLORE
THE DIGITIZED 1917 TIME CAPSULE

Scan the QR code
or click to view the
contents of the 1917

Time capsule on
our website. 

Ryan Maire

Ryan Maire

https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/middle-school-junior-high-time-capsule
https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/middle-school-junior-high-time-capsule
https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/middle-school-junior-high-time-capsule
https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/middle-school-junior-high-time-capsule
https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/middle-school-junior-high-time-capsule
https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/middle-school-junior-high-time-capsule


1917 Time Capsule
Sarah BeggsGracyln Gump

Delcan Greenawalt

Sophia Kingsley

Sophia Kingsley

Delcan Greenawalt







BUTLER AREA SCHOOL DISTRICT

FOOD SERVICE WELLNESS
& ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Join the BASD Food Service Wellness & Advisory Committee

BASD parents, students, staff members and community members are invited to be a
part of our Food Service Wellness & Advisory Committee.

There will be two meetings each school year focused on meal planning and initiating
the school wellness policy. The tentative dates for the 2026-2027 school year are
below:

October 12, 2026
March 8, 2027

The Butler Area School District recognizes that student wellness and proper nutrition
are related to students’ physical well-being, growth, development, and readiness to
learn. The School Board is committed to providing a school environment that
promotes student wellness, proper nutrition, nutrition education, and regular physical
activity as part of the total learning experience. In a healthy school environment,
students will learn about and participate in positive dietary and lifestyle practices
that can improve student achievement.

The district plans to engage students, parents/guardians, teachers, food service
professionals, health professionals, and other interested community members in
developing, implementing, monitoring, and reviewing district-wide nutrition and
physical activity practices which impact students, families, and staff.

If you would like to get involved, please reach out to Mackenzie Heranic, BASD
Assistant Business Manager, at mackenzie.heranic@basdk12.org. 

https://www.basdk12.org/quick-links/district-news/detail-page/~board/butler-area-school-district/post/join-the-basd-food-service-wellness-advisory-committee
mailto:mackenzie.heranic@basdk12.org


To register, click the flyer or visit
https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Butler/TuffTornadoRun. 

Register by Sept. 6 to guarentee a free race t-shirt. 

https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Butler/TuffTornadoRun
https://runsignup.com/Race/PA/Butler/TuffTornadoRun




Wishing everyone
a wonderful
school year!

Wishing everyone
a wonderful
school year!
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