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August 19, 2026 
 
Dear PPS Parent/Caregiver, 
 
Welcome back to another (or your first) school year at PPS!  It has been an eventful summer 
and we are eager to welcome all of our students back to our buildings and into a year of 
learning and growth.  Below are some of the big-ticket items to keep in mind as we begin anew. 
 
Construction 
All six of our schools have been under some level of construction this summer.  The site work at 
Johnson Park, Riverside, and a portion of the Littlebrook property will continue through the 
remainder of the summer, with the goal of full completion by August 28.  The larger projects at 
Princeton Middle School, Community Park, Littlebrook, and Princeton High School will all 
continue through the school year.  Our principals will communicate relevant details regarding the 
construction and you may monitor progress on this page of our website. We know that there will 
be disruptions to routines and need for ongoing adjustments as we proceed through phases of 
work, so thank you for your flexibility as we make these long-term improvements to our schools. 
 
Device and Technology Use 
We are establishing a broad, districtwide goal this year of reducing the amount of time students 
spend on devices and screens while they are at school.  This is not simple to do, as we 
currently utilize a diverse range of platforms that have become integral to instruction, 
accessibility, and learning.  At the same time, however, we are familiar with the research 
regarding excessive device and social media use, the decline in time spent reading books, and 
other emerging evidence about how we all are affected by the screens in our hands.   
 
We have taken a host of measures as a district to prevent the misuse of technology among 
students and leverage technology for legitimate learning purposes.  This has included installing 
restrictions on YouTube access, implementing filtering and content monitoring tools, and 
removing devices from kindergarten and first grade classrooms.  As part of our broader goal this 
year, we will take the following additional measures: 
 

●​ Implement a bell-to-bell cell phone ban, in accordance with New Jersey law, in all 
schools for the entirety of the school day. 
 

●​ Establish one day each marking period (i.e. quarterly) dedicated to unplugging or 
disconnecting.  These days will look different depending on the grade level, but they may 

https://www.princetonk12.org/offices/facilities/school-construction
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include a focus on play, planning lessons that do not rely on student devices, allowing 
students “face time” to meet with teachers or other students to catch up on work, and so 
on.  Your principal will communicate additional information as we approach these days, 
which right now we are targeting to take place toward the end of each marking period. 
 

●​ Eliminate iPad and Chromebook use during indoor recess at the K-5 level (This may 
entail a return to games like Othello, Candyland, Boggle, Chutes and Ladders, Stratego, 
Connect Four, and others that some of us born in the Gen X era might recall, while 
lamenting that there just isn’t enough time for Risk or Monopoly during indoor recess). 
 

●​ Commit to a universal norm throughout all classrooms in the district that the default 
position for all screens is closed.  In other words, the lid of every Chromebook and laptop 
must be closed when a class or lesson begins, and remain closed unless and until the 
teacher instructs students to open them for a specified learning activity. 

 
I recognize that some reading this might believe that the above measures do not go far enough.  
We will continue to discuss and evaluate our relationship with technology, especially as AI now 
advances into every facet of life.  For now, though, we are taking steps to reorient our school 
cultures to be more thoughtful about technology use and our students to have less of a 
defaultish mindset that their devices are appendages. 
 
Activity Fee 
The Board of Education has adopted an activity fee at PHS and PMS for participation in any 
extracurricular activity carrying a district expense. The purpose of the fee is to generate revenue 
in order to avoid reducing or eliminating extracurricular offerings as a result of budgetary 
pressures.  Revenue generated through the student activity fee program will be used to offset 
costs associated with coach/advisor salaries; equipment; official/referee fees; event registration 
fees; school/facility/field preparation and maintenance; insurance costs; security; and other 
expenses incurred by the district in the operation of the activity. The fee to participate in an 
extracurricular activity at PHS is $150 and at PMS is $100 for this year.  You may pay the fee at 
MySchoolBucks, with instructions for MySchoolBucks found here and for payment found here.  
Please note that any student qualifying for free or reduced lunch will not be subject to the fee 
and the option to pay it will not be available.  Any parent with a hardship that falls outside of the 
federal free or reduced lunch program may contact the school principal to discuss their case. 
 
Annual Notifications 
New Jersey requires that school districts provide parents with certain annual notifications: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_TpYdSfenS8ncXTsAmdXpU3pp9g37XHRRXBTAJedLco/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.rls9j18jcyxn
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YZbYPf3G06K0g4aWNq5VErSle7iCgU958Wm_ZpsWTrY/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.2l9c8lsyhyfh
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●​ Harassment, Intimidation, and Bullying 
New Jersey’s Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights requires school districts to maintain a policy  
regarding HIB and comply with all state laws and regulations regarding the same.  This  
page of our website includes all of the relevant information, with links to resources.   

 
●​ Directory Information and Federal Educational Rights and Privacy Act 

​ FERPA outlines a parent’s right to review their child's educational records and also to  
OPT OUT of school directories.  All of our schools maintain student contact and other  
information within our student information system.  At times, an outside group may  
request directory information to communicate with families.  For example, the PTO might  
request student lists by homeroom or grade level, along with parent email addresses, in  
order to send communications regarding after-school opportunities or special events. 

 
The groups to which the district provides directory information are the PTO, a support  
organization like a booster group or the 101 Fund, and school-contracted vendors for  
services like school photos or yearbook productions.  If you do not want your information  
included in the directory information provided to one of these groups, you may OPT OUT  
by indicating so in the Power School parent portal by Friday, September 4.  Please note  
that opting out will mean that you will not receive communications about activities or  
events planned and administered by these groups. 

 
●​ Asbestos Management and Integrated Pest Management 

The school district maintains a plan for asbestos management and pest treatment.   
These plans are maintained by the schools and our director of facilities and operations,  
Tony Diaforli.  If you have a question about either plan, you may contact him at  
anthonydiaforli@princetonk12.org. 

 
●​ Student Assessments 

You may access information about the state and local assessments administered to  
students on our website. The page includes a link to the DOE’’s assessment schedule. 

 
Thank you for reading to the end and for all that you do to support your children and our 
schools.  I look forward to a great year! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mike LaSusa 

https://www.princetonk12.org/families/hib-anti-bullying-information
https://www.princetonk12.org/families/hib-anti-bullying-information
mailto:anthonydiaforli@princetonk12.org
https://www.princetonk12.org/offices/curriculum-and-instruction/standardized-testing

