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College & 
Scholarships



Graduation requirements for 
each diploma type 

Tonight you will learn:

03

How to track your senior’s 
progress towards graduation 

How to apply for colleges and 
scholarships

Important senior dates and 
deadlines04

02

01



Diploma TypesTOPS University Jump Start

Similarities:
4 English, 4 math

2 science, 2 social studies
PE I, PE II, Health

Differences:
College Track - Additional

2 science & 2 social 
studies,

2 foreign language, and art

Career Track - 9 courses
in a career pathway
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STEPS TO GRADUATION

Meet state attendance requirements

Complete all course requirements

Jump Start students must earn necessary 
credentials

Pass all required LEAP2025 Exams

Take the ACT and WorkKeys Tests

Complete the LOSFA Consent Form



HOW TO:

To be an Honor Graduate, students must
achieve a 3.3 CHS weighted GPA and 
achieve an ACT composite score of 20 or higher. 

In order to graduate as one of the “Top 5” in the class, 
students must be an Honor Graduate and schedule 8 
courses in each of the four years of high school. Top 5 
graduates must also schedule an advanced English and 
Math their senior year.

Students who have earned 80 or more community service 
hours during high school can graduate with a Community 
Endorsement seal on their diploma.

Earn a Community Service Diploma 
Endorsement

Be a TOP 5 Graduate

Be an Honor Graduate

To graduate in the Top 5% or Top 10%, the Honor 
Graduate’s CHS weighted GPA must rank them in the 
Top 5% or Top 10% of the senior class.   

Be a TOP 5%, TOP 10% Graduate



• Student Progress Center - track students’ grades, 
attendance, transcript, testing history
⚬ Click on “Grades and Attendance” on the CHS website

• Canvas - access through Clever to track students’ 
weekly assignments and assessments

• Senior Webpage - find senior newsletters, scholarship 
information, important dates

• Social Media Pages - stay informed about upcoming 
events, deadlines, and senior information

• LOSFA Student Hub - track students’ TOPS status

Tracking Your Senior’s Progress



Applying for 
College and 
Scholarships

The Senior Newsletter contains links to all 
Louisiana and surrounding college applications. 
Some deadlines are as early as November and 
most are before January. 

The Common App simplifies the application 
process by allowing you to complete one 
application that can be used to apply up to 20 
colleges. Over 1000 colleges accept the 
Common App, including LSU, UNO, Tulane, 
Loyola, and Xavier. You can also apply to over 
50 HBCUs through the Common Black College 
App. 

The Senior Newsletter and the Senior Webpage 
include updated scholarship information and 
application links.

Questbridge and Posse connect high-achieving 
students from low-income backgrounds with 
four-year scholarships to top colleges. 

Scholarships

Common Apps

College Applications



REQUEST FOR TRANSCRIPTS

YOU’VE APPLIED TO COLLEGE, NOW WHAT?

Some colleges will request transcripts, ACT, or letters of 
recommendation.
• Go to the Senior page on the school website. 
• Click on the Request for Transcripts, Letters of 

Recommendation, ACT Scores
• Complete the Google form. 
• Ms. Landry or your counselor will process the request.

Nunez CC transcripts must be requested through Nunez.edu. 
 



Enhanced ACT

Important ACT Facts

• Deadline to sign up for October 18 ACT (administered at CHS) is September 
12

• ACT now allows only 2 fee waivers for eligible students
• “ACT My Answer Key” is available for the October ACT. You can purchase the 

the October ACT with your answer key to see which questions you missed!
• TOPS Scholarships do NOT use Superscores to determine eligibility



TOPS SCHOLARSHIPS

• TOPS GPA is calculated by averaging the 4 English, Math, Science, Social Studies, Foreign Language & Art

• TOPS does NOT accept an ACT Superscore, only an ACT Composite

• Apply for TOPS Scholarships by completing the FAFSA

• Complete the LOSFA form to give permission for LOSFA to receive transcript & ACT for scholarship 





RENEWING YOUR TOPS 
SCHOLARSHIP

• Earn 24 hours of college credit each year

• TOPS Opportunity - 2.3 GPA for 24-47 credit hours, 2.5 for 

more than 48 credit hours 

• TOPS Performance/Honors/Excellence - 3.0 GPA

• Complete the FAFSA



• Free Application for Federal Student Aid
• Website: fafsa.gov
• Determines how much financial aid students are 

eligible to receive, which could include grants, 
scholarships, work-study funds, and loans. 

• Students must apply every year, beginning with senior 
year before college. 

• Students should complete the 2026-27 FAFSA Form

FAFSA



ARE YOU A STUDENT ATHLETE WHO PLANS 
TO PLAY SPORTS IN COLLEGE?

NCAA Eligibility Center

Register - https://web3.ncaa.org
Fee - $100 unless qualifies for waiver
GPA - 2.3 Minimum NCAA GPA
Courses Included in NCAA GPA – Must be
on the TOPS University Diploma Track



Links to several local technical and trade schools can be 
found on the Senior page on our school website
• Academy of Interactive Entertainment
• Associated Builders and Contractors
• Carpenter’s Union
• Electrical Union
• Iron Workers Local Union
• Louisiana Workforce Commission
• Plumbers & Steamfitters Local Union 60
• Riverboat Pilot Training
• Tri Parish Works
• Universal Technical Institute

TECHNICAL & TRADE SCHOOLS



Location
• Nunez Community College
• Kane Building A-122

Job Seekers
• Get connected to career opportunities
• Get you prepared for an interview
• Possibly get you on-the-job experience

Training
• If you meet qualifications, they can possibly help you with tuition, books, 

supplies, fees, transportation, childcare, other supportive services. 
Youth Program Ages 16-24
• Provides Work Ready and Real Life Skills
• Paycheck and Bonuses
• Real Job Experiences

TRI-PARISH WORKS



GNO Inc. Jobs Report
• Healthcare Jobs

⚬ RNs, LPNs, Radiological Techs, Medical 
Records Specialists

• Trade and Logistics
⚬ Truck Drivers, Maintenance Workers, 

Captains and River Pilots, Supervisors
• Advanced Manufacturing

⚬ Production Workers, Inspectors, Operators, 
Fabricators, Electrical, Instrumentation

• Digital Media
⚬ Software Developers, Computer System 

Analysts and Support, Film and Video 
Editors

• Energy 
⚬ Surveyors, Drillers, Engineers, Technicians

WHERE ARE THE JOBS IN OUR 
REGION?



• Students > 
Star Jobs

• “Find My 
Career 
Choices” and 
search current 
opportunities 
available

• “Show Me All 
Choices” and 
narrow it by 
outlook, 
education, 
and salary

LOUISIANA WORKFORCE COMMISION



October ACT Ring Day College & 
Career Night Balfour Deadline

Mark Your Calendars

October 17
Register by 

September 11

October 23 October 28 December 10



Important Senior Dates
• Senior Sunrise – August 28
• Ring Day – October 23
• College & Career Night – October 28
• Balfour Order Deadline – December 10
• Senior Prom – March 20
• Senior Awards Ceremony – April 12
• Senior Spring Exam Days – April 28 & 29
• Graduation Rehearsal – May 5
• Senior Check-Out Day – May 6
• Honors Recognition Ceremony – May 11
• Graduation Day – May 19



Build your resume - join extra-
curriculars that match your interest

NEXT STEPS

Register for the October ACT by 
September 11 (waivers available)

Look for Balfour information to 
order graduation supplies

Research colleges and begin 
applying for colleges & 
scholarships
Make an appointment at Raymar to 
take your Senior Portait 



Thank you

for coming!
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