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You've worked hard to get here. Now start 
your senior year prepared and strong!

SMART START, STRONG FINISH



Why Start Now?
The Summer Advantage
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Senior year hits fast—essays, 
recommendations, deadlines, plus school. 
Starting now means you'll enter fall with 
drafts done and stress minimized.

STRATEGIC TIMING, MAXIMUM IMPACT



Your Summer Roadmap
Three Months to Application 

Excellence
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June: Brainstorm essay topics and research schools. 
July: Draft your personal statement and supplementals. 

August/September: Polish, revise, and get feedback from 
trusted readers.

STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR STRATEGIC MINDS



Building Your College 
List

Strategic Planning for Smart 
Applications
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Create a balanced list with 2-3 reach schools (dream big!),
3-4 match schools (strong chances), and
1-2 safety schools (guaranteed admits & scholarships).
Track all deadlines in one place.

REACH, MATCH, SAFETY



Research Colleges
Explore Smart. Compare Carefully. 

Apply Confidently.
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Compare Campuses, Costs, and Opportunities

College Visits Matter 
College Visit Approval Form

Schedule Your Senior IGP Meeting-Summer appointments available
IGP Scheduling Link

DO YOUR HOMEWORK FOR SMARTER COLLEGE 
CHOICES



The Ivy League
The historic, ultra-selective 

private institutions in the 
Northeast
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Elite Private Research Universities 
Private powerhouses matching or exceeding 

Ivy League academic prestige and selectivity
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National Public Ivies & Elite State 
Research

Selective public institutions with top-tier 
national research and STEM programs
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Prominent South Carolina Public 
Institutions

Diverse In-State Pathways: South Carolina’s 
Comprehensive Higher Education Network

College App Guide



Ways to Apply
Understanding Your Application 
Platforms & Options
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COMMON APP

INSTITUTIONAL APPLICATIONS

QUESTBRIDGE
Early Deadline--
September 30, 2026
Income Based Eligibility



TYPES OF ADMISSIONS
Apply Early, Strategically, and 

With Purpose
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Estimated Application 
Deadlines for 2026-27
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Five Pieces of the 
Admission Puzzle
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• Standardized test scores
• Grades/Transcripts
• College Essay/Personal Statements/Supplementals
• Resume/Activity Sheet
• Letters of Recommendation



SAT & ACT Test
Smart Testing Strategies
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UNDERSTAND SUPERSCORING

KNOW WHEN TO GO TEST OPTIONAL

FEE WAIVER ELIGIBILITY

PLAN AHEAD



UNDERSTANDING 
TRANSCRIPT ORDERING
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COMMON APP TRANSCRIPTS

PARCHMENT

CCU TRANSCRIPTS

FALL/SPRING REPORTING



Crafting Your 
Story
Find Your Authentic Voice
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Your personal statement isn't about being impressive—it's about being 
genuinely you. Start by brainstorming moments that shaped your 
perspective, challenges that sparked growth, or passions that light you 
up. The best essays reveal how you think, not just what you've done.

THE SECRET? WRITE LIKE YOU TALK

Dr. Rabon will offer one to one sessions with you for essay support and 
additional resources to help you with the essay portion of your application.



RESUME & ACTIVITY LIST
Tell Your Story Behind the Transcript
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SHOW COMMITMENT OVER TIME

DESCRIBE IMPACT, NOT JUST MEMBERSHIP

INCLUDE QUALITY OVER QUANTITY

HIGHLIGHT YOUR STRONGEST ACITIVIES FIRST



LETTERS OF 
RECOMMENDATION
Choose Recommenders Who 
Truly Know You
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EVERYONE RECEIVES A LETTER FROM MRS. WILLIAMS 

CHOOSE 2 TO 3 STRONG RECOMMENDERS 

USE THIS LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION FORM

ASK EARLY

ALWAYS FOLLOW UP WITH GRATITUDE



Your Support 
Squad
You're Not Doing This 

Alone
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SCHOOLOGY(Advisory Section)
All major senior announcements shared here.
Scholarship information shared here.

RESOURCES AT YOUR FINGERTIPS

ESSAY HELP
Dr. Rabon will send out a link to schedule individual sessions in August.

COMMON APP

QUESTBRIDGE

SC COMMISSION OF HIGHER EDUCATION COLLEGE APP RESOURCES

DIRECT ADMISSION--NICHE

COLLEGE APPLICATION PLATFORMSCOLLEGE/SCHOLARSHIP/PAYIN
G FOR COLLEGE

FAFSA 
APPBIG FUTURE

CSS PROFILE HOME

SCHOLARS ACADEMY GUIDANCE 
PAGE

BRAINSTORMING TIPS FOR YOUR ESSAYS
HOW TO HOOK YOUR READER & WRITE BETTER 

ESSAYS



You've Got 
This!
Start Strong, Stay Organized, Own 
Your Future

College App Playbook

You've already proven you can handle the challenge. Now it's time 
to show colleges who you really are. Start early, stay consistent, and 
trust the process. Your future is waiting—go get it!

THE JOURNEY STARTS NOW


