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Dear Parents/Guardians and Students,

Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year. The Churchill Administrative Team hopes that you and your
family have had a healthy, safe, and relaxing summer. The entire Churchill staff is excited to welcome
students back to the building on Wednesday, September 2, 2026.

This year, our work at Churchill Junior High School will align with East Brunswick Public Schools'
Strategic Plan, Ready for What Comes Next. Through our daily work with students, we remain
committed to ensuring that every student is known, challenged, supported, and prepared for success
in high school and beyond.

I will begin by sharing some important information related to the beginning of the year. Following this
initial information, you will find several links and important points listed alphabetically for your
reference.
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Important Beginning-of-Year Information

School Hours: Our regular school day hours at Churchill are 8:00 AM — 2:45 PM. Our teachers start
instruction promptly at 8:00 AM. Therefore, students who arrive late to class can miss important
content and cause disruption to instruction and learning. Please plan accordingly for traffic if you are
driving your child to school to ensure they are in class by 8:00 AM. Click here to view our bell
schedules.

Attendance: Regular attendance is a crucial factor in a child's success at school. Arriving late results
in missed instructional time and can disrupt teaching and learning for all students. Families whose
children are eligible for district bus transportation are strongly encouraged to use this service to help
ensure students arrive at school on time each day.

If you provide transportation for your child, please plan ahead for potential traffic delays or
construction on local roadways and allow sufficient travel time to ensure your child arrives on time for
the start of the school day.

Please refer to District Policy #5200 and Regulation #5200 for information regarding attendance
requirements, excused absences, and absence limits related to earning course credit.
Parents/guardians are required to acknowledge review of this policy through the Critical Policies
section in Parent Access. Attendance is taken each period and is mandatory for all students. If your
child will be absent, please notify the Attendance Office at 732-613-6848 or submit the absence
through Parent Access. Attendance notification letters are available under the "Letters" tab in Parent
Access. If you have questions regarding attendance during the school year, please contact your
child's Grade Level Administrator: Ms. Cunningham (Grade 7), Mr. Evanovich (Grade 8), or Mrs.
DeLuca (Grade 9).

Opening Days: The first two days of school, Wednesday, September 2, and Thursday, September 3,
are single-session days with dismissal at 12:32 PM for students in grades 7-12. No lunch is served
on the first two days of school for students in grades 7-12. We follow an A/B block schedule with
periods 1-4 on A-days and periods 5-8 on B-days. Our first day is a Block A schedule. Friday,
September 4" is the first full day with lunch served. Schools will be closed on Monday, September 7t
in observance of Labor Day.

Genesis Parent Access: Parent Access is the online communication system that is paired with our
district’s student information system, Genesis. The system allows you to have access to your
student’s schedule, grades, attendance record, report cards, and progress reports. There is also a
feature within Parent Access which allows you to notify the Churchill Attendance Office of an
upcoming absence for your child. The district sent an email asking families to complete the Critical
Policies and Forms by August 19, 2026. Student schedules will be available in Parent Access after
12:00 PM on August 21, 2026.

Please call the Churchill Main Office at 732-613-6800 between the hours of 8:00 AM — 3:00 PM if you
experience any difficulty logging into Parent Access.

School Supplies: Please refer to our webpage for a list of recommended school supplies. Additional
supplies that are specific to certain courses may be communicated by teachers to students on the first
days of school.

Student Devices and Supplemental Device Insurance: All Churchill students are issued a district
laptop for school-related work. These devices run on the Windows operating system and come with
the Office 365 productivity suite. Students should bring their device and charger to school every day.
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We also ask that students bring a set of wired earbuds or wired headphones every day. 8" and 9"
grade students will continue to use the same device that was issued to them. 7" grade students will
receive their new device at orientation on Tuesday, August 25". The district-issued device that your
child receives in 7™ grade will be the same device your student uses for their entire Churchill Junior
High School and EBHS experience; please take care of it. The district will again be offering
supplemental device insurance that covers many damages outside the regular warranty including
cracked screens and broken keyboards to name a few. We highly encourage families to sign up for
supplemental device insurance in the event of unexpected damage. The district will be communicating
information about supplemental device insurance in the near future. | will also include information
about how families can register for supplemental insurance once it becomes available.

Yearbook Portraits: Yearbook portraits will be taken by Lors Photography on Monday, October 5,
and Tuesday, October 6, during students' Physical Education/Health classes. Based on feedback
from schools, Lors Photography now offers all picture packages through a proof-based ordering
system rather than requiring prepayment. As a result, there is no need to pre-order pictures or send
payment on picture day.

Within five days of picture day, parents/guardians will receive an email containing a personal link and
access code to view their child's digital proof. Families will have the opportunity to select from a
variety of background options and photo packages before placing an order.

A make-up picture day is scheduled for November 9 for students who are absent during the initial
portrait dates.

Additional Information (Topics Listed Alphabetically)
Back to School Nights: We will be hosting Back-to-School Nights on the following evenings from
6:00-8:00 PM at Churchill Junior High School:

e 7" Grade Back-to-School Night — Wednesday, September 16™

e 8" and 9" Grade Back-to-School Night — Wednesday, September 23
We have limited parking available on the school property. Parking is available along Norton Road and
side streets in the neighborhood.

Beverages During the School Day: We kindly ask that students refrain from bringing beverages
such as coffee drinks, flavored refreshers, sodas, and energy drinks to school. Many of these
beverages are sold in containers with unsecured lids, which can lead to spills in hallways and
classrooms. Spills create safety hazards, damage floors and materials, and can attract pests.

In addition, energy drinks such as Celsius, Red Bull, and Monster contain high levels of caffeine and
other stimulants that are not appropriate for the school setting and may negatively impact students'
focus, behavior, and overall well-being during the school day. Students bringing in beverages from
stores such as Dunkin’, Wawa, Starbucks, or canned beverages will be asked to finish and then
dispose of the beverage before entering the building.

Students are encouraged to bring a refillable water bottle with a secure, leak-proof lid. Thanks to the
generous support of the Churchill PTA through grants, chilled water filling stations are available
throughout the building, including near the gymnasium and in the cafeteria.

Using reusable water bottles also helps reduce plastic waste and supports our school's environmental

initiatives. We appreciate your cooperation in helping us maintain a safe, clean, and healthy learning
environment for all students and staff.
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Bus Information: Bus information will be available in Parent Access after 3:00 PM on August 24,
2026. You can obtain additional bus information by visiting the Transportation Department webpage.
Student drop-off for those who are being driven by a parent/guardian is on Norton Road. Please see
the student drop-off section for more information. Students are strongly encouraged to ride their
assigned school bus to/from school to help prevent congestion on Norton Road and to help
expedite the drop-off/pick-up process.

Calendars:
e CJHS Calendar of Events
e EBPS District Calendar of Events
e EBPS One-Page School Year Student Calendar

Cell Phones and Personal Internet-Enabled Devices: In accordance with New Jersey law and
guidance from the New Jersey Department of Education, Churchill Junior High School will implement
a bell-to-bell restriction on student use of personal internet-enabled devices beginning with the
2026-2027 school year.

Students may not use or access personal devices during the school day, including during classes,
passing time, lunch, study halls, restroom visits, or any other portion of the school day. This
represents a change from previous practice, as student use of cell phones during lunch and passing
periods will no longer be permitted.

Personal internet-enabled devices include, but are not limited to, cell phones, smartwatches, smart
glasses, earbuds, headphones, tablets, laptops, gaming devices, and any other device capable of
connecting to the internet, cellular service, Bluetooth, or another device. If brought to school, these
devices must remain powered off and stored out of sight in a backpack or other school-approved
location throughout the school day.

Students may not connect personal devices to the school network, use cellular hotspots, or access
the internet through personal devices while at school. When technology is required for instruction,
students must use their district-issued laptop.

We understand that this change may require an adjustment for students and families.
Parents/guardians are asked not to call or text students during the school day, as students will not
have access to their devices. If you need to reach your child during school hours, please contact the
Churchill Junior High School Main Office or the office of your child’s grade-level administrator (contact
numbers are included at the end of this letter on page 7), and we will ensure that important messages
are delivered promptly. Students who need to contact a parent or guardian may do so through the
Main Office.

Limited exceptions may be approved when required by a student's IEP, 504 Plan, health plan, or other
documented circumstance recognized by law. Additional information regarding implementation
procedures and consequences for violations will be shared prior to the start of the school year.

This policy is intended to support student focus, reduce distractions, encourage meaningful face-to-
face interactions, and promote a positive learning environment for all students.

Clubs and Activities: Churchill Junior High School offers a variety of clubs and activities for students
to get involved in. Click here to view a list of clubs. The School Counseling Department also offers a
variety of groups for students to participate in. Click here to go to our School Counseling Department
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webpage. We are planning to hold a club and activity fair for students on Thursday, October 1%t after
school in the cafeteria from 2:45-3:30 PM. More information will be shared via morning
announcements as the date approaches. Activity buses are available on Thursday afternoons only
and depart the school at approximately 3:45 PM.

Community Service for 9" Grade Students: Please visit the school counseling office or the CJHS
school counseling website for more information on the process for completing community service
hours.

Dress Code: Please review the Dress Code section of the Student/Parent Handbook for detailed
information regarding school expectations for student attire. Parents/guardians are encouraged to
review these guidelines with their child to help avoid situations that may detract from the educational
environment.

Students who are not in compliance with the dress code will be required to change their clothing, and
parents/guardians may be contacted. Hats, hoods, and other non-approved head coverings may not
be worn during the school day. Exceptions will be made only for headwear worn for religious purposes
or for documented medical needs.

Dropped Off / Forgotten Items: Developing greater independence and responsibility is an important
part of adolescence. Students are expected to bring all necessary school and extracurricular materials
with them each day. To support the development of these skills, parent/guardian drop-offs should be
limited whenever possible.

If your child forgets an item needed during the school day, please leave it in the security vestibule at
the main entrance. All items must be clearly labeled with the student's name, student ID number, and
grade level. A security officer will notify the main office of the drop-off, and office staff will contact your
child to inform them that the item is available for pickup.

Health Suite: Our school nurses are located in the Health Suite (Room 1716). In accordance with
New Jersey state law, school nurses may not administer prescription or over-the-counter medication
without a physician's order and the required completed forms. Medication forms can be found here.

Students who feel ill during the school day should report to the Health Suite, where they will be
assessed by a school nurse. If the nurse determines that a student should be sent home, a
parent/guardian will be notified and is expected to arrange for the student's pickup within 30 minutes
of notification.

If you have any health-related questions or concerns, please contact the Health Suite at 732-613-
5315 or 732-613-5317.

IDs: Student identification cards are an important part of our school security procedures. Students are
required to wear their school-issued ID on a lanyard, visible from the waist up, while in the building.
Students will receive a school ID at the beginning of the school year. Students forgetting their ID must
purchase a replacement in the counseling office. 7" grade students can purchase a replacement in
the 7" grade office. 8" and 9™ grade students can purchase replacement IDs in the north office or in
the school counseling office. CLICK HERE to review policy #5517 — Student Identification Cards. The
cost for replacement IDs and lanyards is as follows: ID Only - $5, Lanyard Only - $3, BOTH ID and
Lanyard - $8.
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Lockers: All 7" grade students are being issued a school locker in either 2400 hall or 2000 hall. 8"
and 9™ grade students are not initially issued a school locker. We will share a locker request form with
8" and 9" grade students during homeroom on the first day of school. 8" and 9" grade students who
would like to request a locker can complete the form and we will assign a locker in the vicinity closest
to the majority of their classes.

Orientation: Orientation for all 7" grade students will take place on Tuesday, August 25".
Parents/guardians of 7" grade students are invited to attend the orientation with their child. 7" grade
students with last names starting with A-Lib will attend the morning session from 8:00-10:35 AM. 7"
grade students with last names starting with Lic-Z will attend the afternoon session from 12:00-2:35
PM. Parents/guardians of 7" grade students can refer to the Blackboard message that was sent on
August 11" for more details.

An orientation program for new 8" and 9™ grade students will be held from 9:00-10:30 AM on
Wednesday, August 26". New 8" and new 9" grade students may enter at the main entrance by the
US flag pole and this orientation program will be held in the Media Center which is at the top of the
stairs that are located in the main lobby.

PTA: The Churchill Junior High School Parent-Teacher Association helps support programs for
students and teachers at CJHS. The Churchill PTA will be running a membership drive in the near
future. Information will be included in weekly updates that are sent to families. Your membership dues
go back to students and staff in the form of helpful grants that improve the student experience at
Churchill Junior High School.

Schedules: Student schedules for the 2026-2027 school year will be available in Parent Access after
12:00 PM on August 21, 2026. If you have a concern regarding your schedule, please contact your
child’s counselor. CLICK HERE to access School Counselor contact information. If you cannot
access your schedule, you may have an outstanding fine. Please keep in mind that no elective
changes are permitted at this point. Please check your lunch period for both A-days and B-days as
they may be different. CLICK HERE to access the daily bell schedules for the school. Please print a
paper copy of your child’s schedule at home or have them write their schedule on a piece of notebook
paper because students will not be permitted to look at their schedule on their cell phone.

School Counseling: The CJHS School Counseling Department provides a variety of services for
students and families. In addition to individual counseling meetings, the School Counseling
Department offers a variety of peer support groups that meet during the school day. You can also visit
our School Counseling web page on the CJHS website for more information on our counseling
department and groups.

Student Drop-Off / Pick-Up, Bikes, E-Bikes, and Walkers: Students who are transported by a
parent/guardian should be dropped off and picked up on Norton Road, where two designated drop-off
locations are available:

e The right-hand shoulder in front of the South Building
e The right-hand shoulder just north of the school's main driveway entrance

Because Norton Road is a one-way street, students must be dropped off only along the right-hand
shoulder. For safety reasons, please do not allow your child to exit a vehicle into traffic.

Students should not arrive before 7:40 a.m. Please allow extra travel time for traffic delays and road
construction in the area. First period begins promptly at 8:00 a.m., and students are expected to be in
class on time.
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Students walking to school should cross only at the marked crosswalks on Norton Road or Renee
Road, where crossing guards are stationed.

To ensure the safety of all students and maintain an efficient traffic flow, parents/guardians should not
enter the school parking lot for student drop-off or pick-up. Additionally, the Renee Road entrance is
reserved exclusively for school buses and should not be used by parent vehicles.

To help reduce congestion on Norton Road and expedite arrival and dismissal procedures, students
are strongly encouraged to ride their assigned school bus whenever possible.

Effective July 19, 2026, NJ State law prohibits students under the age of 15 to operate an e-bike on
public roads or in other areas governed by the statute. Although enforcement falls under the authority
of local law enforcement, students under the age of 15 are not permitted to ride e-bikes / e-motos to/from
Churchill Junior High School. Students who are between the ages of 15-17 must be licensed, must
register their e-bike with the NJMVC, and they must meet insurance requirements prior to riding an e-
bike to school. Licensed riders must wear a helmet at all times. Furthermore, students who meet the
licensing, registration, and insurance requirements must abide by all local traffic laws and they are not
permitted to ride their e-bike on any pedestrian sidewalks or grass areas. Licensed riders must ride in
appropriate traffic lanes and follow all signage, speed limits, and directions when on school property.
Failure to abide by these rules will result in the loss of privilege to ride the e-bike to school. Finally, the
school and district are not responsible for any damage, theft, or loss of personal property such as the
e-bike, helmet, or any accessories.

Students who ride a bicycle to school must wear a properly fitted helmet at all times while riding.
Students may lock their bicycles on the racks located near the U.S. flagpole at the main entrance.
Students are responsible for providing their own lock and securing their bicycle. The school is not
responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged bicycles. For safety, students should walk their bicycles once
they arrive on school grounds and when leaving the bicycle rack area.

Student Handbook: The CJHS Student/Parent Handbook is posted on the CJHS webpage. Parents
and students should refer to the online handbook for detailed information about student life at CJHS.

Student Information Forms - Important Annual Notices: Please log-in to Parent Access to complete
the district’s important forms that must be completed annually.

The CJHS administration, faculty, and staff value the school-home connection. We will continue to
provide regular communication to keep families informed about important school news, events, and
information related to their child's education. | have included the contact information for your child’s
grade level administrator below. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions. We
are looking forward to working with you through the 2026-2027 school year. Please enjoy the
remaining days of summer and stay safe and healthy.

Sincerely,
Watthen Fanas
Ms. Jennifer Cunningham Mr. lan Evanovich Mrs. Alexia Deluca
Assistant Principal — 71" Grade Assistant Principal — 8" Grade Assistant Principal — 9" Grade
Room 2118 — 7" Gr. Building Room 2101 — North Building Room 1007 — South Building

732-613-6808 732-613-6804 732-613-6806
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