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The findings of this study suggest that the legacy of the Treaty of

The Treaty of Trianon (1920) left millions of ethnic Hungarians outside | S 1 O
the borders of Hungary, particularly in Transylvania. This project EEE il eadss | - | Trianon continues to shape Hungarian minority identity in Transylvania

examines how Hungarian minorities have understood and expressed their through a persistent sense of historical and national belonging. Across

1dentity while living outside their historical nation-state. By analyzing all time periods, Hungarian-language discourse reflects a continued

Hungarian-language newspapers from 1920 to contemporary times. this identification with Hungary not only as a cultural homeland, but also as

o

study explores how perspectives on belonging, culture, and political a historically legitimate national space, indicating that full assimilation

11920 - Austria-Hungary dissolved at
| |the end of WWI, Treaty of Trianon

cedes Transylvania to Romania While the expression of this identity evolves over time from territorial

rights have evolved. into a Romanian national identity has remained incomplete.

Rather than focusing solely on historical events, this research

emphasizes how 1dentity 1s continuously constructed through language grievance in the interwar period, to cultural preservation under

and public discourse. It considers how political contexts shape the ways 1920-30's: Interwar Period communism, to rights-based advocacy in the modern era the underlying

minority communities express their sense of belonging. In doing so, the Hungarian discourse reflects strong

L . themes of national loss and displacement
study connects historical territorial changes to modern debates following the Treaty of Trianon, with
continued attachment to Hungary and
limited signs of assimilation into
Romanian society.

sense of national afliliation remains consistent. In many cases,

Transylvania is not framed simply as a region within Romania, but as a

surrounding nationalism, minority rights, and European integration. historically Hungarian space, reinforcing the 1dea that identity 1s shaped

as much by memory and narrative as by political borders.

Minority rights |Cultural Autonomy |Language use

These findings suggest that border changes alone are insufficient to

1932 Interwar Period The discourse rejects cultural Hungarian-language

RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

As this 1s a niche topic that 1s often overlooked 1n history, this study theights vilation self. | soluon bocase e | szallemi brodalon’ j

redefine national 1dentity, particularly when language, media, and

“Revizio nélkiil nincs
béke” makes revision the imagined through reunification preserving Hungarian

> . _ > 41 condition for justice. ® with Hungary. The newspaper historical memory and
adopts a qualitative, research-based approach that prioritizes
Hungary are presented as outside Hungary as temporary political separation from

primary-source analysis. This project uses qualitative discourse analysis ot |raiher than aceeptable rlungen

cultural institutions continue to reinforce a shared sense of belonging.

This has broader implications for understanding minority identity in

Europe, where historical claims, collective memory, and political

of Hungarian-language newspapers published in and about Transylvania

through Hungaricana. Building on Benedict Anderson’s theory of 1940-1945: WWI reaytles .contmue tf) 1nt.erse.ct in shaping contemporary debates over
“imagined communities,” the study examines how newspapers preserved During WWII, as members of the Axis powers, nationalism and minority rights.
’ Hungary regained control of their territory from . . o .

Hungarian identity through shared language, media, and memory after Romania with the Second Vienna Award Future research will expand the dataset to include additional primary

Trianon. Sources across the interwar, World War II, Communist, and Minority ights | Cultural Autonomy _|Language use sources, allowing for more precise analysis of how these perspectives
* 1943 WWII Minority-rights * Miklés Horthy, H}Jngary’s regent |« Languag_e shifts from grievance . . .

modern EU eras were coded using three categories: minority rights, Vorna ard.-othom | 105org Hungaan oty | Hungata et rcsnis vary across time and context, and how they compare to other minority
ransyivania is rramed as a er. _rlanqn. *OC (?O S., . Ee l:lr: aes ?famlf)zr;as reur: a.rian e . . .

cultural autonomy, and language use. Al tools, including ChatGPT Z’;;f;ng[’yd%:mb ;eﬁ’:i’g:zgenn;tgg;sl 5";%;{%” 2s histonpal comogton. populations affected by historical border changes.

o e . . . of the state. Reintegration replaces
(GPT-5.5) and Gemini (1.5 Flash), assisted with OCR, translation asonomy.

support, organization, and preliminary theme 1dentification, while final

coding and interpretation were completed independently, as I am fluent 1945-1989: Cold War Communism Era
in the Hungarian language. TR U P oA CKNOWEEDCEMENTS / REFERENCES
under Communist rule (Ceausescu regime)
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My findings suggest that Hungarian-language newspapers functioned as e AU vl oooetifhivo Sl sl At g
a “portable homeland,” preserving national identity beyond the borders ordr 5 bk s | escton) T gt vt |3 ooy *EQR CODE TO FULL PAPER:
created by Trianon. In the interwar era, Magyar Kiilpolitika (1932) e E::gf e Romaian st t;;:;}y::mtpty';t
framed Trianon through emotionally charged language such as “Maimed —
Hungary” and “Hungarian Truth,” presenting border revision as moral 2000-Present: European Integration E N Y - E

After the fall of Communism, Hungary and Romania
moved toward European integration, with Hungary
joining the European Union in 2004 and Romania joining

in 2007/. Cross-border identity.

justice. By the Communist and modern EU eras, discourse shifted from
territorial revision toward cultural preservation, historical memory,

minority rights, and legal advocacy. This supports Benedict Anderson’s

. . .y . . . Minority rights Cultural Autonom Language use
theory of “imagined communities” by showing how print media Akl oy IR P
(2004) Minority identity is framed Cultural autonomy shifts toward Hungarian-language media and
. . . . o o through EU legal protections, preserving Hungarian schools, media, | cross-border news networks function
SuStalned Hungarlan ldentlty cven When pOlltlcal borders Separated education rights, and institutional and community institutions within as modern”forms.ofthe “portable
recognition rather than territorial existing European borders instead of | homeland,” allowing Hungarian

revision. pursuing reintegration with Hungary. communities across Europe to remain
culturally connected despite political
borders.

Hungarians from the Hungarian state.




