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LEWISBURG — From 
the first spark of curiosity 
to the final presentation 
board, several Common-
wealth University stu-
dents spent the summer 
transforming ideas into 
scholarship through the 
Undergraduate Research, 
Scholarly and Creative 
Activities Program.

Their work — along with 
roughly 100 other student 
researchers — came to life 
recently at the Susquehan-
na Valley Undergraduate 
Research Symposium 
hosted by Bucknell Uni-
versity, where student 
researchers from across the 
region gathered to share 
projects shaped by months 
of inquiry, mentorship and 
hands-on discovery.

“The highlight of this 
experience has been the 
process of putting together 
a research poster,” said Julia 
Holmes, an exercise sci-
ence major at CU-Blooms-
burg who researched the 
Role of Physical Therapy 
in Management of Amyo-
trophic Lateral Sclerosis. 

The annual symposium 
gives undergraduate and 
graduate students from 
Bucknell, Commonwealth 
and Susquehanna univer-
sities and the Geisinger 
Health System a profes-
sional platform to present 
their work, exchange ideas 
with peers and faculty and 
gain valuable experience 
communicating complex 
topics to a broader audi-
ence.

Zachary Whisner, an 
engineering physics major 
at CU-Bloomsburg, was 
among the 17 SVURS 
awardees for his work 
on Electromagnetically 
Induced Transparency in 
Rubidium 87 Atoms for 
Electrometry in Natural 
Life and Sciences.

At CU-Mansfield, bio-
medical science major Guy 
Longenberger of Cataw-
issa spent the summer 
looking at the problem 
of microplastics through 
the lens of human health. 
His project, Microplastics 
Induced Activation of Mac-
rophages In Vitro, focused 
on an issue he described 
as urgent and increasingly 
relevant.

“I was interested in my 
topic because it relates 
to human health and an 
emerging real-world prob-
lem,” Longenberger said. 
“Microplastic contamina-
tion is a growing problem, 
and researchers are asking 
if it is part of the rise in can-

cer, autoimmune diseases 
and other health issues.”

Longenberger said the 
experience was especially 
meaningful because it con-
nected laboratory science 
to larger biological ques-
tions.

“The highlight of this 
experience was learning 
how the mechanisms 
we were studying at the 
molecular level cause the 
immune response we can 
actually see throughout the 
whole body,” Longenberg-
er said. “The biggest lesson 
I learned was that it’s OK 
to make mistakes and ask 
questions. Dr. (Kristen) 
Long’s mentorship and 
experience helped me 

learn that not every part 
goes according to plan and 
that asking questions is 
essential to learning and 
improving as a scientist.”

The transition from the 
lab to clinical care was a 
natural one for Holmes, 
whose project was shaped 
by both professional ambi-
tion and personal loss. 
Her uncle was diagnosed 
with ALS in 2021 and died 
last December, and seeing 
his experience firsthand 
changed the way she 
viewed the role of physical 
therapy.

“This research connects 
to my major of exercise 
science by learning about 
how movement and exer-

cise influence function and 
quality of life in individuals 
with ALS,” Holmes said. “It 
also aligns with my profes-
sional interest in physical 
therapy by strengthening 
my understanding of evi-
dence-based practice and 
the role physical therapists 
play in preserving inde-
pendence for people with 
neurological conditions.”

Local Commonwealth 
University participants 
included:

• Alex Fletcher, of 
Bloomsburg, fine arts, 
CU Bloomsburg student, 
Exploring Sustainability 
Practices in Art Making, 
mentored by Meredith 
Grimsley.

• Guy Longenberger, 
of Catawissa, biomedical 
science, CU Mansfield 
student, Microplastics 
Induced Activation of Mac-
rophages In Vitro, men-
tored by Kristen Long.

• Alex Pigos, of Lewis-
burg, chemistry pre-med, 
C Lock Haven student, 
Summer Undergraduate 
Researcher Project, men-
tored by Kyle Root.

• Zachary Whisner, of 
Bloomsburg, engineering 
physics, CU Bloomsburg 
student, Electromagneti-
cally Induced Transparen-
cy in Rubidium 87 Atoms 
for Electrometry, mentored 
by John Huckans.

LEWISBURG — The Central 
Susquehanna LPN Career Cen-
ter’s 121st graduating class par-
ticipated in a commencement 
ceremony Aug. 13. Thirty-nine 
individuals graduated from the 
program.

Ashlee Bower, the center’s 
director of operations, welcomed 
guests, announced awards and 
presented diplomas. Jessica 
Probst, dean of students, intro-
duced the faculty. Practical 
Nursing Program Instructor 
Alicia Freed served as the faculty 
speaker, and graduate Samantha 
Bardole addressed the class.

“No matter what brought us 
here, we all share one thing in 
common, and that is hope,” 
Bardole said. “Hope that we can 
succeed, hope that we could 
overcome challenges, hope that 
we would one day proudly call 
ourselves nurses. Today, that 
hope has become reality.”

During the ceremony, grad-
uates were honored for out-
standing academic and clinical 
achievements, including:

• Nottingham Village Clinical 
Excellence Award: Presented to 
Jackelyn Light, in recognition 
of outstanding clinical perfor-
mance, professionalism, com-
passionate patient care and ded-
ication to excellence throughout 
the clinical experience.

• Academic Excellence Award: 
Presented to Maria Babb for 
maintaining the highest GPA in 
the program.

• Clinical Excellence Award: 
Presented to Kaho Scretching, 
recognized by faculty and staff 
for superior performance and 
compassionate care in the clini-
cal setting.

• Academic Achievement 
Award: Presented to Jacqueline 
Kieffer for earning the highest 
score on the ATI Practical Nurs-
ing Predictor Exam.

As part of the traditional LPN 
commencement ceremony, 
graduates participated in the 

awarding of diplomas, the pin-
ning of graduates led by practical 
nursing program instructors 
Betty Anne Leiby and Gretchen 
Erb, the receipt of rose presented 
by practical nursing program 
instructors Heather Goshert and 
Honesti Yeagle, and the collec-
tive recitation of the Practical 
Nursing Pledge.

The members of Class 121, list-
ed with their hometowns, are:

• Precious Atatsi, Beavertown
• Maria Kristine Babb, Danville
• Samantha Jo Bardole, Sun-

bury
• Shannon Brooke Baylor, 

Bloomsburg
• Kylie Rae Bieber, Muncy
• Octavia Marie Brocken-

baugh, Williamsport
• Brianna Renea Burgos, Sun-

bury
• Lauren Savannah Duncan, 

Northumberland
• Erica Michelle Casado, Ber-

wick
• Precious Dizanadzo, West 

Milton
• Zalika Tytianna Lashay 

Durry, Milton
• Kaleb North Evans, Blooms-

burg
• Greenly Miranda Gearhart, 

Lewisburg
• Millie Rebecca Gelnett, Wat-

sontown
• Brandon Allen Grasmick, 

Northumberland
• Marissa Marie Hall, Blooms-

burg
• Aubrei Jean Hoyles, Selins-

grove
• Jacob Michael Keister, Mid-

dleburg
• Jacquline Kristina Kieffer, 

New Berlin
• Emelia Ann Kiessling, Wil-

liamsport
• Ijanay Diore Capree Lewis, 

Williamsport
• Valerie Marie Liegey, Wil-

liamsport
• Jackelyn Elizabeth Light, 

Milton
• Tiana Kiara March, Blooms-

burg
• Rebecca Leigh Miller, 

Hughesville
• Kelley Mariano Pfleegor, 

Selinsgrove
• Maya Kaelyn Poust, Hughes-

ville
• Ashley Denise Rall, William-

sport
• Kaho Scretching, Selinsgrove
• Rachael M. Shearer, Mon-

toursville

• Mersaydie Re Sledge, Sun-
bury

• Harley Lindsi Stamm, 
Bloomsburg

• Emily Nicole Swartzlander, 
Mifflinburg

• Colleen Germene Thomas, 
Milton

• Zachary Hunter Vichich, 
Selinsgrove

• Isabella A. Wagner, Shamokin
• Brilinn Lee Wagner, Sunbury
• Madison Michelle Walz, 

Winfield
• Brian Dennis Wood, William-

sport

LPN Center holds graduation
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Individuals to receive awards during the Central Susquehanna LPN Career Center gradu-
ation include, from left Jackelyn Light, Maria Babb, Koho Scretching and Jacqueline 
Kieffer.
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Thirty-nine individuals recently graduated from the Central Susquehanna LPN Career Center.

Students from Lewisburg, Bloomsburg, Catawissa among Undergraduate 

Research, Scholarly and Creative Activities Program participants


