
 
 

 Dear Emerson Families, 

Welcome to the 2026–2027 school year! As the new principal of Emerson Elementary School, I am 

honored and excited to welcome our students and families to the Emerson community. We are looking 

forward to a wonderful school year where Learning Rocks at Emerson! 

At Emerson, we are committed to providing a safe, welcoming, and engaging environment where every 

student is encouraged to learn, grow, and reach their full potential. We believe that strong partnerships 

between school and home are essential to student success. As your child’s first and most important 

teachers, your involvement and support play a vital role in their educational journey. 

Our dedicated teachers and staff have been working hard to prepare for the year ahead. They are 

creating welcoming classrooms and planning engaging learning experiences designed to inspire curiosity, 

build confidence, and foster a love of learning. We look forward to a year filled with learning, laughter, 

growth, and memorable experiences. 

Together, we will continue to build a caring and supportive school community where every student feels 

valued, connected, and a strong sense of belonging. I am excited to get to know our students and families 

and to work alongside you as we make this a successful and memorable school year. 

Thank you for entrusting us with your children. I look forward to partnering with you and your child(ren) 

throughout the 2026–2027 school year! 

Respectfully, 

Patrice Phelps 

Principal 

Emerson Elementary School 

pphelps@ioniaschools.org 
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