
Class of
2027

navigating your path beyond
high school



8/5 yourlast firstday of highschool

Start Senior Year Organized and Prepared
STUDENTS

FINALIZE YOUR COLLEGE LIST (5–8 SCHOOLS) INCLUDING
REACH, MATCH, AND SAFETY OPTIONS.
RESEARCH COLLEGE MAJORS - WHAT IS YOUR “WHY”!
REGISTER FOR THE SAT OR ACT AND RETAKE THE TEST.
BEGIN BRAINSTORMING AND DRAFTING YOUR COLLEGE
ESSAY/PERSONAL STATEMENT.
SIGN UP TO ATTEND COLLEGE VISITS THROUGH NAVIANCE
AND ENRICHING STUDENT.
ATTEND YOUR SENIOR CLASS MEETING
CREATE ACCOUNTS FOR APPLICATION PLATFORMS
(COMMON APP OR COLLEGE PORTALS).
DEVELOP A RESUME OR ACTIVITIES LIST THAT INCLUDES
LEADERSHIP, SERVICE, ATHLETICS, JOBS, AND AWARDS.
VISIT COLLEGE CAMPUSES IF POSSIBLE.

 

June - August

PARENTS
BEGIN CONVERSATIONS
ABOUT COLLEGE
AFFORDABILITY AND FAMILY
BUDGET.
HELP STUDENTS SCHEDULE
COLLEGE VISITS.
ENCOURAGE YOUR
STUDENT TO BEGIN
ORGANIZING DEADLINES.

Juniors & Seniors are allowed 4 college visit
days per year & they do not count as absences.
See the student handbook for details.







homecoming
dance

9/26

mudsockfootballgame9/11

September
Application Preparation Month

STUDENTS
ASK TEACHERS FOR LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
(GIVE AT LEAST 4–6 WEEKS NOTICE). AFTERWARD, SEND
AN EMAIL REQUEST/THANK YOU NOTE.
CONTINUE WORKING ON APPLICATION ESSAYS.
ATTEND COLLEGE FAIRS AND ADMISSION
PRESENTATIONS.
NARROW DOWN YOUR FINAL COLLEGE LIST.
BEGIN COMPLETING COLLEGE APPLICATIONS.
TAKE OR RETAKE SAT/ACT IF NEEDED.
TAKE A LOOK AT MILITARY/VOCATIONAL OPTIONS.

PARENTS
HELP STUDENTS CREATE A
SPREADSHEET OF APPLICATION
DEADLINES.
BEGIN GATHERING FINANCIAL
DOCUMENTS NEEDED FOR
FINANCIAL AID FORMS.
ATTEND SENIOR PARENT COLLEGE
NIGHT







October
Financial Aid & Early Applications
STUDENTS

SUBMIT EARLY ACTION OR EARLY DECISION APPLICATIONS IF APPLICABLE BY
OCTOBER 15.
FINALIZE AND POLISH COLLEGE ESSAYS.
REQUEST OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPTS IN NAVIANCE.
CONTINUE SUBMITTING COLLEGE APPLICATIONS.
REQUEST TEST SCORES BE SENT TO THE COLLEGES (IF APPLICABLE)

PARENTS
ATTEND HSE FINANCIAL AID NIGHT
COMPLETE THE FAFSA (FREE APPLICATION FOR FEDERAL STUDENT AID). FAFSA
OPENS OCTOBER 1.
BEGIN SEARCHING AND APPLYING FOR SCHOLARSHIPS.
CONTINUE TO HAVE OPEN CONVERSATIONS ABOUT FINANCES AND COLLEGE
COST.





order your cap &gown forgraduation

November
Application Deadline Season

STUDENTS
SUBMIT EARLY ACTION/EARLY DECISION
APPLICATIONS (MANY DEADLINES FALL
NOV. 1 OR NOV. 15).
CONFIRM THAT COLLEGES HAVE
RECEIVED:

TEST SCORES
TRANSCRIPTS
RECOMMENDATION LETTERS

CONTINUE APPLYING FOR
SCHOLARSHIPS.
DEVELOP A STUDY PLAN FOR FINALS.
STARTING EARLY IS THE BEST PLAN.

PARENTS
REVIEW FINANCIAL AID INFORMATION AND
KEEP RECORDS ORGANIZED.
ENCOURAGE YOUR STUDENT TO STAY ON
TRACK ACADEMICALLY.



Request Transcripts in Naviance

December
Final Applications and Planning

STUDENTS
SUBMIT REMAINING REGULAR DECISION
APPLICATIONS.
DOUBLE CHECK THAT ALL APPLICATION MATERIALS
ARE COMPLETE.
CONTINUE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATIONS.
PREPARE FOR FIRST SEMESTER FINAL EXAMS –
FINISH STRONG. 
REMEMBER – YOUR UPDATED TRANSCRIPT WILL BE
SENT TO THE COLLEGES YOU APPLIED TO SO THEY
WILL SEE YOUR 7  SEMESTER GRADES.TH

PARENTS
DISCUSS TRAVEL PLANS FOR POTENTIAL SPRING
CAMPUS VISITS.
BEGIN REVIEWING POSSIBLE FINANCIAL SCENARIOS
FOR COLLEGE.

attendmudsocikbasketballgames



STUDENTS
COMPLETE ANY ADDITIONAL
FINANCIAL AID FORMS COLLEGES
REQUEST.
SUBMIT MID-YEAR TRANSCRIPTS TO
COLLEGES.
CONTINUE APPLYING FOR LOCAL
SCHOLARSHIPS. – THE HSE
EDUCATION FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE.
MAKE SURE YOU ARE CHECKING
YOUR COLLEGE PORTALS AND
EMAILS FOR UPDATED INFORMATION
FROM YOUR COLLEGES YOU HAVE
APPLIED TO.
SEVERAL IN-STATE COLLEGE
ADMISSION DECISIONS COME OUT IN
JANUARY.

PARENTS
MONITOR STUDENT PORTALS FOR
FINANCIAL AID UPDATES.
BEGIN DISCUSSING HOUSING
OPTIONS AND COLLEGE
PREFERENCES.
CONTINUE TO HAVE FAMILY
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT COLLEGE
OPTIONS. 
TALK WEEKLY ABOUT
SCHOLARSHIPS.  SET FAMILY
MEETINGS TO TALK ABOUT
FINANCIAL AID.

January
Financial Aid Follow-Up start yourlast semesterof high school





STUDENTS
APPLY HEAVILY FOR LOCAL
SCHOLARSHIPS (MANY DEADLINES
OCCUR THIS MONTH).
CHECK COLLEGE PORTALS
REGULARLY FOR APPLICATION
UPDATES.
CONTINUE MAINTAINING STRONG
GRADES.

PARENTS
HELP STUDENTS
ORGANIZE SCHOLARSHIP
APPLICATIONS AND
DEADLINES.
HAVE STRONG FAMILY
CONVERSATIONS ABOUT
TOP COLLEGE PICKS.
MAYBE TAKE A SECOND IN
PERSON VISIT TO THE TOP
PICKS.

February
Scholarship Season

hold





March
Admission Decisions Begin

STUDENTS
REVIEW ACCEPTANCE LETTERS
CAREFULLY.
COMPARE COLLEGES BASED ON:

ACADEMIC PROGRAMS
CAMPUS ENVIRONMENT
COST AND FINANCIAL AID
INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

ATTEND ADMITTED STUDENT DAYS OR
VIRTUAL EVENTS.
NARROW YOUR DECISION/FINALIZE
COLLEGE PLANS 
CHECK COLLEGE PORTAL FOR
ACCEPTANCE PROCEDURES
PAY ANY DEPOSITS THE COLLEGE MAY
REQUEST.

PARENTS
COMPARE FINANCIAL AID
PACKAGES.
DISCUSS OVERALL COLLEGE FIT,
COST, AND OPPORTUNITIES.





attend 
your senior 

prom

April
Final Decision Month
STUDENTS

MAKE YOUR FINAL COLLEGE DECISION.
COMPLETE HOUSING AND ROOMMATE
APPLICATIONS.
PAY HOUSING DESOITS
DEVELOP A STUDY PLAN FOR FINALS/AP
TESTING
PICK UP CAP AND GOWN (LATE APRIL)

PARENTS
REVIEW THE FINANCIAL AID AWARD LETTERS
CAREFULLY.
HELP YOUR STUDENT EVALUATE NET COST AND
STUDENT LOAN OPTIONS IF NECESSARY.

pick upyour cap &gown



May
Decision Day & Final Steps

STUDENTS
SUBMIT YOUR ENROLLMENT DEPOSIT BEFORE MAY 1 (NATIONAL DECISION DAY).
DECLINE OTHER ADMISSION/SCHOLARSHIP OFFERS.
REGISTER FOR COLLEGE ORIENTATION.
FINISH STRONG
REQUEST TO HAVE YOUR FINAL TRANSCRIPT SENT TO YOUR SCHOOL OF
CHOICE.
MEET WITH YOUR FUTURE ROOMMATE. START PLANNING FOR THE FALL.
GET READY FOR SENIOR WEEK AND GRADUATION ACTIVITIES

PARENTS
CELEBRATE YOUR STUDENT’S ACCOMPLISHMENT.
HELP PLAN FOR THE TRANSITION TO COLLEGE.

senior 
signing da

y

graduation





✔ Start early and stay
organized
✔ Keep a shared calendar of
deadlines
✔ Check emails and college
portals often
 ✔ Focus on best fit, not just
prestige
✔ Apply for many scholarships
✔ Keep communication open
between students, parents

final advice
for seniors &
families





MRS. BUSH’S EMAIL: KBUSH@HSE.K12.IN.US

STAY CONNECTED WITH 
HSE COLLEGE & CAREER  




