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The 34 students in the Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School senior class officially
became high school graduates at the Class of 2026 Commencement
ceremony held on June 26.

Remarks were made during the ceremony by Jr./Sr. High School
Principal Andrew Kennedy, who also presented the recognition of
awards, and Superintendent of Schools Gregory Cuthbertson. The
valedictory address was given by Edward Wright and the salutatory
address was given by Jessica Beckwith. The senior class officers also
presented the class gifts.

As family, friends and school staff cheered them on, each graduate
crossed the stage to receive their diploma, marking the final milestone
of their high school career.

Congratulations to the Class of 2026! The Oriskany Central School
District wishes each graduate continued success and happiness as
they begin their next chapter.
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Dear Oriskany Central School District Families,

The start of a new school year is always a time of immense excitement and anticipation, and it is my absolute privilege
as your Superintendent to welcome all of our students and families to the 2026-27 school year! To our returning
families, welcome back to the hallways you know so well. To those joining the Oriskany community for the very first
time, we are thrilled to have you with us as we embark on a brand-new year of shared success, learning and personal
growth.

Our core mission remains unchanged: to build upon our strong foundation of academic excellence while
simultaneously nurturing our students' social-emotional well-being and unique personal talents. We achieve this by
prioritizing personal attention and fostering positive relationships across the District.

The summer months have been incredibly busy here at Oriskany. Our dedicated staff members have worked tirelessly
to prepare our buildings and classrooms for a vibrant and engaging educational experience. Through facility
improvements, curriculum enhancements and professional development for our teachers, every effort has been made
to ensure a safe, supportive and nurturing environment where all students can thrive.

Gregory Cuthbertson
SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS
gcuthbertson@oriskanycsd.org We firmly believe that student success is a team effort, rooted in a strong partnership between home and school.
315.768.2058 Your active involvement makes a significant, measurable difference and we deeply value the contributions you bring
to our school community. We warmly encourage you to participate in your child's educational journey this year by
attending school events, maintaining open and ongoing communication with teachers or volunteering your time and

talents within our schools.

Throughout the school year, we will share important dates, school news and student achievements through our District newsletters, ParentSquare, our official school
website and social media channels. Please take a moment to ensure your contact information that's on file with the school is completely up-to-date so you never
miss a vital update.

On behalf of the entire Oriskany Central School District staff, we wish your family an incredible, inspiring and productive year ahead. It is a true privilege to partner
with you in your child’s education. We cannot wait to see all the incredible discoveries, achievements and lasting memories our students will make this year.

Sincerely,
Gregory Cuthbertson

FROM THE OFFICE OF

Speciad) Progamy & Supppor Sewcices

Welcome back to another exciting school year! | hope you had a summer filled with time to relax, recharge and make
lasting memories with family and friends. As we begin a new school year, | am looking forward to reconnecting with
our returning students and families while welcoming those who are joining the Oriskany community for the first time.

Dear Community Members,

This year brings many exciting opportunities for growth across our programs. One of the exciting new opportunities
this year is our partnership with QualityStarsNY to support our Universal Pre-K program. This process supports our
commitment to providing high-quality early childhood experiences through continuous reflection, professional
learning and program improvement. We are excited to work alongside QualityStarsNY as we strengthen our early
learning environment and build an even stronger foundation for our youngest learners.

We are also pleased to welcome several new staff members to our District. Each brings unique experiences, talents
and enthusiasm that will enrich our schools and support student success. We are grateful to have them join our team
and know they will be wonderful additions to the Oriskany family.

Supporting the academic, social, emotional and behavioral growth of every student remains at the heart of our Catherlne Mucurio
work. Throughout the year, we will continue refining our Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) to ensure students DIRECTOR OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS
receive timely, data-informed interventions and enrichment opportunities. As part of this work, we are expanding our & SUPPORT SERVICES
resources by implementing the Renaissance SAEBRS social-emotional and behavioral screening tool. This universal cmucurio@oriskanycsd.org

screener will provide valuable information to help us identify student strengths and areas where additional support
may be beneficial, allowing us to respond proactively and thoughtfully to students' needs.

Strong partnerships between school and home are essential to student success. We value the trust you place in us and look forward to building meaningful
relationships with our students and families throughout the year. By working together, we can create a positive, supportive and inclusive learning environment where
every child feels valued, challenged and empowered to reach their full potential.

On behalf of the Special Programs and Support Services Department, | wish everyone a wonderful start to the school year. We are excited for all that this year will

bring and look forward to partnering with you to support the success of every student.

Sincerely,
Catherine Mucurio



ORISKANY SCHOOL COMMUNITY RALLIES BEHIND

VARSITY BASEBALL TEAM

On June 11, the school hallways were filled with students, staff and well wishes as the Oriskany Central School District
gathered to cheer on the varsity baseball team ahead of the team’s state semifinal appearance.

After becoming regional champions once again and earning a spot among the final four teams in Class D, the Skyhawks
walked through the halls of Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School and N.A. Walbran Elementary as students and staff lined the corridors
with handmade signs, cheers and words of encouragement. The following morning on June 12, the team competed against
Fillmore in the state semifinal competition at Union-Endicott High School.

Congratulations to the varsity baseball team on an incredible season, which included being named Section Ill Class D
champions for a fourth consecutive year, a regional championship win, a state semifinal appearance and many memorable
accomplishments along the way. The Oriskany CSD is proud of the team's hard work, dedication and outstanding
representation of the Skyhawk community throughout the season.
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COMPLETE YOUR HOUSEHOLD INCOME FORM TODAY!

School meals are once again free to all students for the 2026-27 school year, but submitting a household
income collection form is still a win-win for schools and families!

e Help provide essential funding for your school to support student learning

e Receive discounted utilities and internet access

e Become eligible for fee waivers for college applications and admissions tests (i.e., SATs, ACTs)

e Become eligible for discounted school fees such as band instrument fees, textbook fees, athletic fees,
technology fees, etc.

Completing your form online takes less than 10 minutes — it's easy and confidential. Only one form per
household is needed. Visit ezmealapp.com to complete your form TODAY!




Bethany Boyson joins the Oriskany CSD as a special education teacher. She previously worked as a certified SPED teacher at
Kelberman and Madison-Oneida BOCES, an ASL interpreter in the Rome City School District, a teaching assistant at Madison-
Oneida BOCES and a 1:1 aide at Madison-Oneida BOCES. Ms. Boyson chose a career in special education because she enjoys
meeting each student’s unique learning needs and helping them grow, one step at a time.

In her free time, Ms. Boyson enjoys camping, reading, crocheting, golfing, gardening and spending time with her family. She's excited
about the small, close-knit community that Oriskany offers, and she's excited for this next step in her career.

%ﬂw{/%&t&| SECOND GRADE TEACHER

Nina Fellone joins N.A. Walbran Elementary as a second grade teacher. Her past experience includes student teaching second and
fourth grades, long-term substitute teaching in a K-3 Response to Intervention classroom, teaching second grade and long-term
substitute teaching first grade.

Ms. Fellone chose a career in education because she always looked up to her teachers growing up and admired the impact they had
on her. She values the close-knit, supportive environment that comes with a small school community, and she appreciates being able
to support students and staff wherever the opportunities arise. In her free time, Ms. Fellone enjoys reading and spending time with
her loved ones.

Qmm, #wy&?/l THIRD GRADE LONG-TERM SUBSTITUTE

Anna Healey joins N.A. Walbran Elementary as a third grade long-term substitute. She previously worked as a substitute teacher in
the Whitesboro and Holland Patent school districts and as a kindergarten long-term substitute teacher in Holland Patent.

Ms. Healey loves helping children learn, grow and build confidence, which led her to a career in education. She enjoys creating a
positive classroom environment where her students feel supported and excited to learn. She appreciates that Oriskany is a small
community similar to the one she grew up in, and she has always known that she wants to teach in a close-knit community where she
can build positive relationships.

Outside of work, Ms. Healey likes to read, spend time outdoors, spend time with her family and friends, and coach field hockey and
basketball.

W%W| BUS DRIVER/LABORER

Kenneth Moore joins the Oriskany CSD as a bus driver/laborer. He moved to the area several years ago and loves to be here. In his
free time, he enjoys playing guitar, trying new foods, helping his wife cook, and spending time with his kids and family.

gu'%’wg (fm,:% | GRADES 7-8 ELA TEACHER

Griffin Smith joins Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School as an ELA teacher for grades 7-8. He previously taught eighth grade ELA at Whitesboro
Middle School and worked as a talent buyer for Turning Stone Resort Casino.

Mr. Smith pursued a career in education because he wants to make an impact on students and help them grow. He's happy to be a
part of the Oriskany CSD community because the moment he stepped through the front doors, it felt like he was being welcomed.

Outside of work, Mr. Smith enjoys playing, coaching and watching soccer; walking his dog, Olive; and spending time with his family.
He also volunteers his time at the Food Pantry in Oneida.

Ky&'{y Vogmteow/ | SPECIAL EDUCATION TEACHER

Kylie Vienneau joins N.A. Walbran Elementary as a special education teacher. She's excited to be a part of the Oriskany CSD
community because she enjoys the small, close community.

In her free time, Ms. Vienneau enjoys camping, spending time on the lake, baking sourdough and sharing her delicious creations
with family and friends.




Dear Oriskany Families,

Welcome back to all students, families, faculty, staff and community members! | am excited to build off our growth from
last year and proud to serve as the Principal of N.A. Walbran Elementary School.

Our theme for the 2026-27 school year is “Game on!” You will see a welcoming environment throughout the building
with many sport and gaming themed decorations. We expect students to level up their skills and knowledge throughout
the course of this school year!

The faculty and staff's commitment to personal attention and willingness to build positive and long-lasting relationships
is key to the development of our students. We are excited to get back to work together! We continue to strive to
offer a balanced educational experience for our students where they can grow academically, socially, emotionally and

Tom Meiss through the fine arts.
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
tmeiss@oriskanycsd.org The community support within the Oriskany Central School District is something that sets our District apart. We

appreciate your involvement and welcome you to the many community events that will be offered throughout the year.

Go Skyhawks!

Sincerely,
Tom Meiss

SIXTH GRADERS
RECOGNIZED

DURING MOVING UP CEREMONY

The Oriskany Central School District celebrated its sixth grade students
during a Sixth Grade Moving Up Ceremony held on June 24.

During the ceremony, several academic awards were presented and each
sixth grade student received a certificate commemorating the end of
their elementary school years. Family members, friends and school staff l-“l(s
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were also in attendance to celebrate the students’ accomplishments.

Congratulations to the Class of 2032, and best of luck at Oriskany Jr./Sr.
High School in the falll The Oriskany CSD wishes you continued success
as you prepare for the next chapter in your educational journey.

TANY CENTRAL SCHO

ORISKANY CENTRAL S
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Students at N.A. Walbran Elementary
had fun participating in games and
friendly competition at the annual PE
Day on June 10. The day was packed
with exciting activities that kept

students active and having fun while
they celebrated the end of another

successful school year.

Families and community members were welcomed into N.A.

Walbran Elementary to celebrate with the kindergarten classrooms

for a special performance on June 17. Thank you to Ms. Closinski

and Mrs. Kraeger for their efforts with this program and throughout
the school year!




Pre-K students at N.A. Walbran Elementary celebrated an
important milestone during their graduation ceremony on
June 18, marking the completion of the 2025-26 school year.

During the ceremony, students delighted family
members and guests by performing several songs before

receiving certificates in recognition of their growth and

accomplishments throughout the year. The event brought

together families, staff and the school community to

celebrate the students as they prepare for the next step in
their educational journey.

Congratulations to the pre-K graduates, and best wishes for
continued success in kindergarten!




Dear Parents, Guardians, and Families,

Welcome to the 2026-27 school year! |
hope you and your family had a relaxing
summer filled with time to recharge and
create lasting memories. As we prepare
to open our doors for another exciting
year, | want to extend a warm welcome
to both our returning families and those
joining the Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School
community for the first time.

Andrew Kennedy
JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPAL
akennedy@oriskanycsd.org

| am excited to begin my fifth year
as principal and look forward to another year of learning, growth and
achievement. Each new school year provides a fresh opportunity for
students to challenge themselves, discover new interests and build
meaningful relationships. Our faculty and staff remain committed to
providing a safe, supportive and engaging learning environment where
every student is encouraged to reach their full potential.

Throughout the summer, our teachers, staff and custodial team have been
busy preparing classrooms, updating materials and planning meaningful
learning experiences to ensure students have a successful start to the year.

To our newest students, especially our incoming seventh graders, we are
excited to welcome you to Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School. Beginning middle
school is an important milestone, and we are committed to making your
transition as smooth as possible. Our teachers, counselors and support
staff are ready to help you feel comfortable, connected and successful
from day one.

BIOLOGY STUDENTS INVESTIGATE
BIRD COLLISIONS DURING MIGRATION

This past spring, Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School biology students
participated in a hands-on STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art and math) investigation focused on preventing
bird collisions during migration.

In January, Mrs. Sciorilli attended a New York State Master Teacher
workshop at the Cornell University Lab of Ornithology to gather
materials and participate in a pilot program to implement the
NYS Life Science: Biology "For the Birds" lab investigation. The
multi-phase program included analyzing data and information
set in "nest" stations around the classroom to engage and

To our returning students, welcome back! | encourage you to make the
most of everything Oriskany has to offer, whether your interests are in
academics, athletics, music, art, clubs or community service. | hope you will
challenge yourself, get involved and make this school year your best yet.

Astrong partnership between home andschoolis one of the greatest factors
in student success. We encourage families to stay engaged throughout the
year by checking SchoolTool, reading our monthly newsletters, visiting our
website and reaching out whenever questions or concerns arise. Together,
we can provide every student with the support they need to thrive.

Please mark your calendars for these important upcoming events:

e Back-to-School Night (Jr./Sr. High School): Tuesday, September 1, 5:30-7:00 p.m.
®  First Day of School: Thursday, September 3

e School Picture Day (Jr./Sr. High School): Friday, September 4

Thank you for your continued support of Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School and
the Oriskany Central School District. We appreciate the trust you place in
us each day. | am looking forward to welcoming our students back and
working together to make the 2026-27 school year one filled with learning,
growth and success.

As always, if | may be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact me at 315-768-2063.

ORISKANY PROUD

All my best,
Andrew Kennedy

generate a real-world connection and
understanding of the importance of
birds as pollinators, seed dispersers,
nutrient cyclers and pest regulators in
the ecosystem.

In phase two, students simulated and
then engineered solutions. Stage three
had the added complication that some
windows, such as those in office buildings, cannot protect birds
with screens. Students were tasked with designing solutions
for office buildings using patterns, then they made models to
prevent birds from window collisions.

As part of the “Birds in the Anthropocene” crowdsourcing
project, under the direction of artist Holly Greenberg, students
then researched bird species and created models of the birds
that are most often killed by collisions in Chicago, the deadliest
city in the United States for migratory birds.

The final phase had students analyze their models and identify
trade-offs involved in maintaining ecosystem stability. Using
STEAM, students were able to create solutions to real-world
problems!

The goal of the project is to make 10,836 bird replicas to raise
awareness and prevent bird collisions. There are currently just
over 4,000 birds made for this project and Mrs. Sciorilli plans to
continue this innovative lab in the future.



JR./SR. HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
LEARN ABOUT CAREER OPTIONS

Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School hosted a Career Day on May 20, bringing in more than 25 local businesses

and organizations to connect with students.

The successful event was structured into two unique, engaging formats tailored to the students’
grade levels. Juniors and seniors participated in three targeted, 20-minute, classroom-style sessions,
while students in grades 7-10 engaged in an expo-style career fair in the gymnasium.

Thank you to everyone who helped make the event such a success!

ORISKANY STUDENTS COMPETE IN

Gncida oy

Two teams of Oriskany students competed in the annual Oneida County
Envirothon held at the Utica Zoo in the spring.

Preparation for the event included studying aquatics, forestry, wildlife,
soils and the current events topic of non-point source pollution. Teams
were invited to bring artwork depicting an invasive species, and part of
the competition included gathering information from around the zoo and
the NY Energy Zone to complete a “passport.”

The annual event provides students with the opportunity to apply their
environmental science knowledge through hands-on, team-based
challenges while building problem-solving skills and competing for the
chance to advance to the New York State Envirothon.

ORISKANY STUDENTS, TEACHER RECIEVE

Aoy from Gueidn Corily

Two Oriskany students and an Oriskany teacher were among the 19
youth and six adults who were honored at the annual Oneida County
Youth and Adult Award recognition ceremony. The awards were
presented at a breakfast ceremony held at Hart's Hill Inn in Whitesboro
on June 3.

Oriskany seniors Edward Wright and Braelyn Oehler received the
Exceptional Youth Leadership Award. Taylor Shepard, who teaches
middle school science and AP Biology at Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School,
was a recipient of the Rising Star in Youth Services Award.

"The exceptional qualities possessed by these honorees are something
that all members of our community should strive to emulate,” said
Oneida County Executive Anthony J. Picente Jr. “This annual awards
ceremony demonstrates that the future of Oneida County is in good
hands with outstanding youth who are being guided by equally
outstanding adults.”

The winners were nominated by school districts and youth-serving
agencies, and they were anonymously selected by a committee
comprised of Oneida County Youth Advisory Board members.

Congratulations to Edward, Braelyn and Mrs. Shepard!

8TH GRADERS

| Wovy Monstens To Life

Toward the end of the school year, Mrs. Cortese's eighth grade Home and Careers students
at Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School partnered with first grade classes at N.A. Walbran Elementary
for a special sewing project. The first graders in Mrs. Grey's, Mrs. Caruso's and Ms. Ricci's
classrooms designed their own unique "worry monsters," drawing colorful and creative
characters to help hold their worries.

Usingthefirst graders' designs as inspiration, the eighth graders put their sewing skills to work,
carefully creating each monster by hand. Through teamwork, creativity and craftsmanship,
the students transformed simple drawings into one-of-a-kind stuffed creations.

The project provided a meaningful opportunity for students of different grade levels to
collaborate while building connections throughout the school community. The excitement
on the first graders' faces when they received their personalized worry monsters made all
the hard work worthwhile!



Our varsity baseball team
has achieved a remarkable
milestone by winning its
fourth  consecutive  league
and sectional titles. They also
secured their third regional
championship and advanced
to the Final Four in the state
tournament,  finishing  the
season with an impressive
record of 20 wins and one
loss. Congratulations to our
student-athletes and coaching
staff for their outstanding and
continued success!

Dave Buck
DIRECTOR OF SKYHAWKS ATHLETICS
GIRLS VARSITY BASKETBALL COACH

dbuck@oriskanycsd.org

We would like to extend our
gratitude to the Oriskany Fire
Department, Oriskany Police
Department, Whitestown
Police Department and Oneida
County Sheriff's Office for continuously escorting our team home after their
significant victories and giving them a great send-off to the Final Four
tournament.

The Skyhawks baseball team was honored by the Oneida County Board of
Legislators during their July meeting for these accomplishments.

Our Oriskany/Westmoreland golf team once again earned the opportunity
to advance to the round before the state competition, with Ashton Ricci
representing Oriskany-Westmoreland. Congratulations to our student-
athlete and coaching staff for their remarkable achievements!

This year, several school records were broken. In track, Brayden LaGasse set a
new school record in the weight throw with a distance of 37 feet and 1/2 inch.
In baseball, Dean Koenig broke the record for stolen bases with 33, and Eddie
Wright set the record for career pitching wins with 28.

Oriskany Skyhawks will be recognized as a School of Excellence by the New
York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) in August.
This award is granted when 90% of a school's varsity teams earn the Scholar-
Athlete Award. Most recently, Oriskany held the School of Distinction
Award for four consecutive years, an honor given to schools whose varsity
teams consistently earn the Scholar-Athlete Award. We continue to achieve
recognition as student-athletes, both on the playing field and in the classroom.

Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School has been honored by NYSPHSAA for the second
consecutive year for its commitment to sportsmanship. Skyhawks Athletics
continues to set a high standard for sportsmanship and character education
across all levels of its athletic programs, and the award recognized Oriskany’s
ongoing efforts in promoting sportsmanship.

student-athletes at all levels are
conduct through the schools

Throughout each athletic season,
acknowledged for their exemplary

Sportsmanship Award. Honorees receive a commemorative plaque, a pin
to display on their varsity letter, and permanent recognition on a dedicated

ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL YEAR FOR ORISKANY SKYHAWKS ATHLETICS!

plaque proudly displayed within the school. Coaches play a vital role in this
initiative by consistently emphasizing sportsmanship and game knowledge as
core pillars of team development.

We encourage our student-athletes to exceed expectations by demonstrating
respect, courtesy and gratitude, and by putting in hard work in all areas.
Whether on the playing field, in the classroom or within the community,
sportsmanship is at the forefront of our athletic programs.In case of a
game expulsion, Oriskany requires student-athletes to complete a National
Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS) course related to the
nature of the infraction. Additionally, all coaches and event staff are mandated
to complete the NFHS Implicit Bias course annually, reinforcing the District's
commitment to fostering an inclusive and respectful athletic environment.

The Skyhawks have also submitted an application for the NYSPHSAA
Community Service Award.

As we move into the 2026-27 athletic season, there are some changes. We
will be switching to Arbiter Schedule for our scheduling platform. This will
consolidate our scheduling and registration on a single platform. Arbiter
Live will handle the scheduling, while FamilylD (Arbiter Student) will be
used for registration. You can find the links for registration and schedules at
oriskanycsd.org/athletics. This transition to a unified platform was a decision
made by Section Il athletics to help programs operate more efficiently.

Athletic Start Dates and Registration Information

Registration opens 30 days prior to the start of each season (in FamilyID).

Fall Sports:
e Football: August 17
e All other varsity, JV and modified: August 24

Winter Sports:
® Varsity and JV: November 16
* Modified: Date to be announced

Spring Sports:
®  Varsity and JV: March 8
e Modified: April 5

As we move forward, the Skyhawks Athletic Department is dedicated to
providing the best possible experience for our student-athletes while striving
for excellence both in the classroom and on the playing field. We will continue
to upgrade and maintain our athletic venues, stay current with new equipment
and uniforms, and invest in training devices. We aim to make the athletic
experience memorable.

The Skyhawks will continue their journey of success with the support of our
staff, families and community members. Thank you for all that you do.

Thank you for your support of Skyhawks Athletics.
As always, | am just a phone call away.

Thank you,
Dave Buck



EDWARD WRIGHT, BRYANA MANELLA HONORED AS

SECTION Il SCHOLAR-ATHLETES

Two Oriskany Jr./Sr. High School seniors were recognized for their achievements in both athletics and
academics at the New York State Public High School Athletic Association's 37th Annual Section Ill Scholar-
Athlete Dinner held on June 8 at Onondaga Community College.

Seniors Edward Wright and Bryana Manella were selected to represent the Oriskany Central School
District as 2025-26 Section lll Scholar-Athletes, an honor that recognizes students who have demonstrated
excellence in both the classroom and athletic competition. Their achievements reflect extraordinary
dedication, discipline, perseverance and commitment.

Edward participated in basketball and baseball during his high school athletic career, and he plans to
attend SUNY Cortland.

Bryana participated in game day cheer, competitive cheer and softball. She plans to attend Mohawk
Valley Community College.

Congratulations to Edward and Bryana on this well-deserved recognition. The Oriskany CSD wishes them
continued success as they begin the next chapter of their educational journeys.
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