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By Dave Sutor
The (Johnstown) Tribune-Democrat

JOHNSTOWN — Around 
a millennium ago, Indigenous 
people from the Mississippian 
culture constructed a mound 
high atop a Pennsylvania hill 
that overlooked a fertile val-
ley where people likely grew 
maize, hunted wild animals and 
used the flowing waters of three 
rivers to sustain life.

Paul Douglas Newman, 
a University of Pittsburgh at 

Johnstown pro-
fessor of early 
American his-
tory, surmises 
that “probably 
who ever  was 
running the area 

lived on top of it, probably some 
kind of religious connection 
being closer to the sun. These 
were maize-growing people, so 

growing corn was part of their 
religious structure.”

The mound would have been 
pyramidical with a platform 
top, as was the Mississippian 
style, he said.

Some of its features are still 
identifiable at what is known as 
The Mound in Westmont, near 
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MONTANDON — Ca-
reers as licensed nurses can 
provide well-paid, sustain-
able jobs in the Valley’s 
growing health care field, 
said Ashlee Bowers, director 
of the Central Susquehanna 
LPN Career Center, to 21 
Selinsgrove Middle School 
students during their Mon-
day morning field trip.

Bowers and fellow instruc-
tor Amy Gaines, an R.N., 
led students through some 
introductory lessons in anat-
omy. “This is a rewarding 
career,” Bowers said. “And it 
is an honor to teach the next 
generation of nurses.”

“The students who are 
here have expressed interest 
in health care as a possible 
occupation after they grad-
uate,” said Rebecca Schaf-
fer-Neitz, 6-12 Selinsgrove 
career counselor.

“We bring those students 
with an interest in healthcare 
to this LPN Center to see if 
the idea of nursing is some-
thing up their alley,” added 
Bryan Mohr, a teacher at 
Selinsgrove Middle School. 
“These students were part of 
our ‘smart futures’ program.”

Middle schoolers put nursing 
careers under a microscope

Selinsgrove Area students tour LPN career center

FUTURE HEALTH CARE WORKERS

By Justin Strawser
jstrawser@dailyitem.com

ALLENWOOD — An indus-
trial real estate developer has ap-
plied for a curative amendment in 
Gregg Township that would al-
low data centers to be constructed 
in the commercial manufacturing 
district in Great Stream Com-
mons.

A hearing for New York 
City-based PNK Group’s cura-
tive amendment will be held at 
4:30 p.m. May 4 at the township 
building, 18084 Russell Road, 
Allenwood. PNK Group, which 
will also host an open house 
this week, is seeking to install 
a closed-loop data center in an 

unoccupied building at the south 
end of the industrial park.

“A curative amendment is 
when a municipality doesn’t al-
low for a certain land use in their 
zoning ordinance,” Shawn Mc-
Laughlin, Union County’s plan-
ning and economic development 
director, said. “A landowner can 
file a curative amendment ask-
ing for the township to accept 
its proposal.”

PNK Group is an engineer-
ing and production company 
involved in industrial construc-
tion. According to its website, 
the company finances its own 
projects, organizes construction, 

Group seeks 
zoning 
change for 
data center
Amendment could put 
facility in Gregg Township

By Francis Scarcella
fscarcella@dailyitem.com

SUNBURY — Sunbury 
police are still searching for 
two individuals, one who may 
be suffering from severe stab 
wounds to his arms or hands, 
while three others were de-
tained by federal immigration 
officials, according to Chief 
Brad Slack.

Slack said the two persons 
of interest also lived in a house 
in 900 block of Court Street, 
where the alleged stabbing took 
place Saturday morning.

Officials from the Immi-
gration and Customs Enforce-
ment took three people who 

were originally detained by 
Sunbury police after federal 
officials determined they were 
undocumented.

Police are continuing to probe 
the incident after responding to 
a 911 hangup call that came in 
to Northumberland County 911.

Slack said officers arrived 
and used police tape to block 
off a section of Court Street 
while a state police forensic 
team arrived at the scene to 
assist.

Police believe it was an iso-
lated incident and there is no 
threat to the public, Slack said.

Several search warrants were 
issued over the weekend for the 
Court Street home, Slack said.

Police continue 
search for stabbing 
victim in Sunbury

Reminders of Indigenous people’s 
history remain in Pennsylvania

Watch video at 
dailyitem.com

Health: Valley couple walking 
the long road to recovery/D1

Selinsgrove bookstore 
ends its final chapter 
with auction/B1

University of 
Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown 
Professor of 
Early Amer-
ican History 
and author 
Paul Douglas 
Newman dis-
plays a stone 
atlatl dart 
point, left, and 
arrowhead in 
his office at 
the college 
in Richland 
Township on 
Feb. 25.

Thomas Slusser/ 
The (Johnstown) 

Tribune-DemocratSee HISTORY, Page A2

Authorities closed part of Court 
Street for forensic investigation

See ZONING, Page A2

CLASS ACTS

Rick Dandes/The Daily Item
Amy Gaines, R.N., far left, a teacher at the Central Susquehanna LPN Career Center, shows Selins-
grove Middle School students Regan Kerstetter, left, Melania Strawser, McCartney Roman, and Re-
gan Yoder how to use an Anatomage.

Rick Dandes/The Daily Item
Central Susquehanna LPN Career Center Direc-
tor Ashlee Bower on Monday explained to 21 Se-
linsgrove Middle School students the difference 
between an LPN and an RN. See NURSING, Page A2
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the summit of the Inclined Plane.
A large United States flag flies 

at the hilltop, visible throughout 
the same valley that is now home 
to the city of Johnstown with its 
steel-and-glass buildings, con-
crete river walls, and cars and 
trucks moving along roads. The 
site is also a recreation area with 
a playground and open field.

“You can still see the outline 
of the thing and the edges of it, 
although much of it has been 
carved down over the centu-
ries,” said Newman, author of 
the articles “The Four Nations of 
Indians Upon the Susquehanna: 
Mid-Atlantic Murder, Diplomacy, 
and Political Identity, 1717-1723” 
and “Red Journalism: The Al-
legheny Indians, Ben Franklin’s 
Pennsylvania Gazette, and the 
Ethnic Cleansing of Pennsylva-
nia, 1747-1764.”

Newman said the mound 
“probably would have been 15 
feet or so high. Probably would 
have been multiple layers. There 
probably was maybe a layer at 
about 10 feet and another one 
at 15 feet.”

He added: “It’s a classic Mis-
sissippian mound the way it 
looks.”

A few blocks away, across the 
street from the Tioga Street Mar-
ket, is a less identifiable bump of 
land, a slight indication of a likely 
conical mound that was cut away, 
creating a flat space that is now 
home to a water tank.

Newman thinks a structure 
was built there by the Adena 
people, some 2,000 years ago. 
He believes it is “very probable” 
that the Adena structure existed 
based upon Shawnee and Dela-
ware oral traditions and historic 
documentation of there being two 
mounds in the same vicinity.

‘Piece together’ the story
The remnants of the mounds 

that Newman described as being 
“ceremonial” provide a tangible 
reminder of the Indigenous pop-
ulations that lived in what is now 
the Johnstown region, off and on, 
throughout the centuries.

Their existences were tied to 
the land, to religion, to each other 

and to colonial expansion.
Douglas said there is not much 

in terms of archeological evi-
dence of Native Americans being 
in what is now Johnstown. Over 
time, the land was cultivated for 
farming; dug up to build the city; 
mined for coal; and damaged by 
devastating floods in 1889, 1936 
and 1977.

Documents exist, though, from 
missionaries, traders, go-be-
tweens for colonial governments, 
treaty conferences and legal pro-
ceedings that mention the pres-
ence of natives in the region.

“From all of those kinds of 
things, we can piece together 
what goes on in our neighbor-
hood here, but there’s not a whole 
lot that’s specific,” Douglas said.

‘They moved west’
Meadowcroft Rockshelter, lo-

cated in Washington County, was 
used by Paleo-Indians as far back 
as 19,000 years ago.

Members of that society pos-
sibly passed through and lived in 
the region that is now Cambria 
County.

Adena, Mississippian and Iro-
quois, among others, all inhabited 
the local area.

But the group of natives that 
made the longest-lasting impact 
on the region came from the 
Eleven Nations of Indians upon 

the Allegheny.
Displaced by colonial expan-

sion, a collection of Indigenous 
peoples, including Delawares, 
Shawnees, Senecas and others 
migrated to western Pennsyl-
vania. Many came after being 
expelled from the Susquehanna 
Valley in the central part of Penn-
sylvania.

“At that point, these towns 
began to move,” Newman said. 
“And what they did was they 
moved west, and they came west 
to the Allegheny Mountain and 
they started to form new towns. 
This is about between 1724 and 
the 1730s.”

It was a multicultural collec-
tion of people.

“They saw themselves as a 
nation made up of four different 
ethnicities, two different lan-
guages,” Newman said. “Sound 
familiar, right? Kind of like the 
United States.

“So when they get out to the 
west, they form a new political 
identity. They start building new 
towns. And very quickly they 
build 11 towns out here.”

Kittanning was a  
centrally located capital.

The original 11 towns in-
cluded Keckenpaulins (now 
Jenners), Quemahoning (now 
the Quemahoning/Hollsopple 

area) and Conemaugh (now 
Johnstown) in the east. Other 
villages soon developed.

In the 1750s, fighting took 
place between natives and En-
glish colonists in western Penn-
sylvania. It ended with the 1758 
Treaty of Easton that involved 
Conrad Weiser, who is believed 
to be the first free white man 
to ever set foot upon the site of 
what became Johnstown in 1748, 
serving as interpreter and arbi-
trator for the British.

As part of the arrangement, 
the Indigenous people agreed 
not to side with the French in the 
ongoing French and Indian War, 
while the British accepted sev-
eral terms, including refraining 
from establishing colonial set-
tlements west of the Allegheny 
Mountains.

“So they fight a war for three 
years for their independence, 
and they win,” Newman said. 
“They win. They get everything 
they want. … It’s the only time 
this happens in American his-
tory. In all of American history, 
the only time you see them fight-
ing a war, winning the war, and 
winning the treaty.”

By the 1760s, tens of thou-
sands of British colonial settlers 
had come into western Pennsyl-
vania. The Indigenous people 
were eventually forced even 

further west.

Last known local Delaware
Joseph Wipey was a Dela-

ware Indian who lived alone in 
a cabin along the Connemach, 
“Otter Creek,” now known as 
the Conemaugh River, near 
what is modern-day New Flor-
ence.

He was “peaceful,” “advanced 
in years” and “on friendly terms 
with most of his pioneer white 
neighbors,” according to “The 
Wipey Affair: An Incident Il-
lustrating Pennsylvania’s Atti-
tude During Dunmore’s War,” 
written by the late Clarence D. 
Stephenson, an Indiana County 
historian.

At the time, Lord Dunmore’s 
War was taking place between 
the British Colony of Virginia 
and the Shawnee and Mingo 
in the region of the territory 
located south of the Ohio River.

Wipey was murdered, while 
reportedly fishing in a canoe, 
in May 1774 by John Hinck-
ston and James Cooper “at or 
near the mouth of Hinckston’s 
Run, which empties into the 
Conemaugh in the Fourteenth 
Ward of Johnstown,” per Ste-
phenson.

“What was the motive for 
the murder of Wipey?” wrote 
Stephenson. “One possibility 
is covetousness, inasmuch as 
Hinckston’s tract at present New 
Florence was directly across the 
river from Wipey’s cabin on the 
north bank. Perhaps Hinckston 
and the Indian had a disagree-
ment.

“Even more likely, Hinckston 
and Cooper may have commit-
ted the crime on the theory that 
‘the only good Indian is a dead 
one.’ Bigots from time imme-
morial have hated other people 
whose ways of life they did not 
understand.”

Hinckston’s version of claim-
ing self-defense was passed 
down through his family.

Wipey was believed to be the 
last known Delaware living in 
what became the Greater John-
stown region at the time of his 
death.

Reminders of Indigenous people’s history remain in Pa.Reminders of Indigenous people’s history remain in Pa.
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designs buildings and serves as 
a general contractor, erecting 
multipurpose industrial facilities 
using large-unit blocks produced 
at its own plants.

PNK owns two properties at 
Great Stream Commons total-
ing 158 acres. Modular housing 
manufacturer ModCorr LLC, 
of Galveston, Texas, is leasing 
a 252,282-square-foot building 
there for its operations. PNK is 
seeking an allowance for to add 
“Data Center & Data Center Ac-
cessory Use” to the Commercial 
Manufacturing Zone, which cur-
rently does not allow such a use, 
according to PNK’s application 
filed at Central Keystone-Coun-
cil of Government.

The proposal is for a data cen-
ter in an existing 478,388-square-
foot building at 198 Enterprise 
Blvd., Allenwood.

PNK acquired the proper-
ties “as part of its strategic in-
vestment” in the Great Stream 
Common, where the business has 
designed PNK Park Allenwood, 
a five-building industrial campus 
spanning 1.7 million square feet 
and delivered two buildings of 
700,000 square feet, according 
to PNK’s amendment application.

“This development represents 
one of the largest private com-
mercial investments in Union 
County’s history and demon-
strates PNK Group’s long-term 
commitment to responsible in-
dustrial development in Gregg 
Township,” according to PNK 

application.
PNK indicated in its appli-

cation that a data center over 
traditional warehouse or manu-
facturing uses offers numerous 
advantages, including substan-
tially reduced traffic and lower 
environmental impacts.

“Data Centers are a legitimate, 
lawful and increasingly essential 
component of modern commer-
cial and industrial development,” 
PNK wrote in its application. 
“The township’s own Zoning 
Officer has determined that data 
centers are functionally equiva-
lent to permitted uses. The CM 
District is specifically designated 
for commercial and industrial 
uses, making it the logical loca-
tion for data center development.”

Anyone with a special interest 
concerning these matters should 
contact Tom MacDonald, of Cen-
tral Keystone Council of Govern-
ments, at 570-522-1322.

The township officials will 
take public comment on May 4, 
and then they can either accept 
the proposal or reject it. The 
county owns Great Stream Com-
mons, a Keystone Opportunity 
Zone, which provides companies 
with significant tax savings, but 
has no say over land use, Mc-
Laughlin said.

Any changes to the zoning dis-
trict would apply to all customers 
and landowners in the industrial 
park, McLaughlin said.

Meanwhile, PNK Group will 
host an open house from 4 to 
6 p.m. Thursday for township 
residents seeking an early view 
of project plans and visuals, but 
representatives of PNK declined 
to comment or elaborate on ad-
ditional details. Township resi-
dents are encouraged to drop in 
at any time during the two-hour 
window. Advance registration is 
required at www.imillerpr.com/
pnk-group-landing-page-pnk-
allenwood-and-union-county-
open-house.

The interactive open house and 
community planning session will 
allow residents to not only get 
an early view of project plans 
and visuals, but also allow them 
to speak directly with the engi-
neering team, learn more about 
the community benefits and in-
frastructure considerations and 
share input that can help shape 
project planning.

Group seeks zoning change for data centerGroup seeks zoning change for data center
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Bowers said this was the sec-
ond or third time a group from 
Selinsgrove Middle School had 
come to the LPN Center on a ca-
reer fact-finding trip. “But we’re 
available to do this with other 
school districts that have students 
interested in a health care career.”

Arriving promptly at 9 a.m., 
they were greeted by Bowers, 
who explained to the students 

some basic differences between 
an LPN (Licensed Practical 
Nurse) and an R.N. (Registered 
Nurse).

Gaines said the center’s year-
long LPN program is rigorous, 
and prepares students for work in 
a variety of health care settings 
and includes classroom instruc-
tion, lab experiences, and clinical 
rotations.

“As graduates of the program,” 
she added, “certified LPNs can 

expect salaries in the $50,000 
range.”

During the 90 minute visit, 
students toured the facility and 
in groups of four, used the Anato-
mage Table to explore human 
anatomy and physiology through 
interactive learning and quizzing.

Students participated in sim-
ulation activities using medical 
manikins to practice assessment 
skills, such as listening to heart 
and lung sounds.

Selinsgrove middle schoolers put Selinsgrove middle schoolers put 
nursing careers under a microscopenursing careers under a microscope
NURSING, from Page A1

Thomas Slusser/The (Johnstown) Tribune-Democrat
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown (UPJ) Professor of Early American History 
and author Paul Douglas Newman talks in his office at the college in Richland 
Township on Feb. 25.

“This development 
represents one of 
the largest private 
commercial invest-
ments in Union 

demonstrates PNK 

commitment to 
responsible industrial 
development in Gregg 
Township.”

— PNK, in an 
application for a 

zoning amendment

The Associated Press

CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla.  
— NASA began the count-
down Monday for humanity’s 
first launch to the moon in 
53 years.

The 32-story Space Launch 
System rocket is poised to 
blast off Wednesday evening 
with four astronauts. After 
a day in orbit around Earth, 
their Orion capsule will pro-
pel them to the moon and 
back. There are no stops — 
just a quick U-turn around 
the moon. The nearly 10-day 
flight will end with a splash-
down in the Pacific.

“Our team has worked ex-
tremely hard to get us to this 
moment,” said launch director 
Charlie Blackwell-Thompson. 
“Certainly all indications are 
right now we are in excellent, 
excellent shape.”

Managers said the rocket is 
doing well following the latest 
round of repairs. Forecasters 
said the weather should co-
operate.

NASA’s Artemis II mission 
should have soared in Feb-
ruary, but was grounded by 

hydrogen fuel leaks. The leaks 
were fixed, but then a helium 
pressurization line became 
clogged, forcing a return to 
the hangar late last month. 
The rocket returned to the 
pad 1 1/2 weeks ago, and its 
U.S.-Canadian crew arrived 
at the launch site on Friday.

Unlike Apollo, which sent 
only men to the moon from 
1968 through 1972, Artemis’ 
debut crew includes a woman, 
person of color and a non-U.S. 
citizen.

Artemis II’s pilot Victor 
Glover said over the weekend 
that he wants young people 
to see them and think, “Girl 
power and that’s awesome, 
and that young brown boys 
and girls can look at me and 
go ‘Hey, he looks like me and 
he’s doing what???’”

At the same time, Glover, 
who is Black, looks forward to 
when ”one day we don’t have 
to talk about these firsts” and 
exploring the cosmos becomes 
an all-encompassing “human 
history.”

NASA has the first six days 
of April to launch Artemis II 
before standing down until the 
end of the month.

NASA begins countdown 
for humanity’s first launch 
to the moon in 53 years

The Associated Press
Photographers setup remote cameras near NA-
SA’s Artermis II moon rocket on Launch Pad 39-B 
at the Kennedy Space Center on Sunday in Cape 
Canaveral, Fla.

Powell: Fed is 
limited in what 
it can do on 
energy prices

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. 
— Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell says it’s im-
portant to closely monitor 
inflation amid a spike in 
energy prices from the Iran 
war as the average price 
for for gasoline nears $4 a 
gallon in the U.S. 

But he also said Monday, 
addressing students at Har-
vard University, that there 
isn’t a lot Fed policymakers 
could do. 

Powell said that energy 
shocks “tend to come and 
go pretty quickly” and 
monetary maneuvers work 
over the longer-term. 

In his wide-ranging 
remarks, Powell also 
acknowledged young 
graduates were entering a 
challenging job market.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

U.S. stocks 
swing through 
another  
shaky day

NEW YORK — U.S. 
stocks swung as oil prices 
kept climbing because of 
uncertainty about when the 
war with Iran could end. 

The S&P 500 fell 0.4% 
Monday and deepened its 
loss since the war began to 
pull 9.1% below its record. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average rose 0.1%, and 
the Nasdaq composite fell 
0.7%. 

Caution was prevalent 
throughout markets. After 
jumping to an initial gain 
of 0.9%, the S&P 500 
quickly erased nearly all of 
it before seesawing lower. 

Indexes rose in Europe 
but fell sharply in some 
Asian markets, while the 
price of U.S. oil topped 
$100 per barrel.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

York County 
man, girlfriend 
charged in 

A York County man and 
his girlfriend have been 
charged in the 2025 death 
of her 3-year-old child.

In a news release, police 
in Howard County Mary-
land said that Dale Brown 
Jr., 25, of Hanover, and 
Kathleen Amesbury, 28, of 
Columbia, Maryland, were 
charged with second-de-
gree murder, neglect of a 
minor, child abuse in the 
first and second degree, 
and involuntary man-
slaughter.

The charges are in 
connection with a March 
26, 2025, incident where a 
child with “severe injuries” 
was brought to a Maryland 
hospital after being found 
at a home on the 7200 
block of Procopio Circle. 
Two days later the child 
was pronounced dead.

— PENNLIVE.COM (TNS)

Florida airport 
cleared to  
be renamed 
for Trump

A Florida airport has 
been cleared to be renamed 
after President Donald 
Trump, hours before 
the president separately 
revealed plans for a Miami 
skyscraper planned to house 
his presidential library. 

Florida Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis signed a bill Monday 
allowing Palm Beach 
International Airport to 
be renamed the President 
Donald J. Trump Interna-
tional Airport. The change 
is set to take place in July, 
formally rebranding the 
airport near Trump’s Mar-
a-Lago estate. 

Later Monday, Trump 
posted a video to social 
media that appears to show 
digital renderings for his 
presidential library. Set to 
dramatic music, the video 
unveils a piercing tower 
along the Miami skyline.

— THE ASSOCIATED PRESS


