
STEM Academy 
Parent Orientation

Welcome Class of 2030!



Rosa (Rosy) Martínez
High School Programs Manager

STEM Academies
RosaE.Martinez@fortbendisd.gov

281-634-2627

Paul Wells
High School Programs Manager

Humanities Academies
Paul.Wells@fortbendisd.com

281-634-5645

High School Program Managers

mailto:RosaE.Martinez@fortbendisd.gov
mailto:Paul.Wells@fortbendisd.com


Know Your Resources:
How to Get the Right Support



Academy Campus Facilitators

Anissa Herrera - MSA Trinh Nguyen - MSA

Misha Adams - EA Erica Edwards - EA
Dr. John Ramon

Med Sci



Campus Principals

*Check your campus website to identify the 

Assistant Principal (AP) assigned to your child

Corey Stewart
Dulles HS - MSA

Dr. Roberson
Hightower HS – Med Sci

Courtney Muceus
Elkins HS - EA



How’s it going?

Counseling Team - Dulles HS



Dina Powis 
Lead Counselor 

Counseling Team - Elkins High School



Hightower High School Counselors Alpha Split

Mr. Jason 
Brown Lead 
Counselor                         

A-Cas

Ms. Erica 
Andrews 

Hamilton  Cas 
- Gut

Ms. Nicole 
Nguyen    Guy 

– Mel

Mrs. Jasmine 
Riley-Akpabio                  

Men – Ro

Mrs. 
Romanda 

Poore          
Ru - Z



• Supporting Your Student Through the Academy Experience

• Academy Expectations & Requirements 

• Volunteer Hours & Enrichment Submissions

• Travel Opportunities

• Booster Clubs 

• Email Etiquette

Agenda Agenda



EIC Rank Policy 

All students in a program 
of choice will be ranked 
at the campus they 
attend.



Your experience is what you make of it!

• Complete all Academy requirements. 

• Communicate openly and proactively. 

• Be present and engaged. 

• Participate in Academy events and enrichment 
opportunities. 

• Contribute to your Academy community. 

• Represent your Academy with pride. 

• Get involved, make connections, and make the 
most of your experience!

Make the Most of Your Academy Experience!



Academy 
Requirements

Academic

Enrichment Service

Integrity 
and 

Behavior



Academic

• Enroll in required 
academy-specific 
advanced courses

• Maintain 75% and 
above average for 
academy-specific 
courses

• Maintain 70% and 
above for all other 
courses

• Complete 
capstone/senior 
course/graduation 
project

Enrichments

• Complete an 
enrichment every 
nine-week period

• 4 enrichment 
activities per year for 
a total of 16 by 
graduation.

Service

• Complete 25 YES 
volunteer hours per 
year for a total of 100 
by April 1st of senior 
year.

• Volunteer 
opportunities shared 
through the 
newsletter.

• Students can find 
opportunities as well.

Behavior

• Students must stay in 
good behavior 
standing.

• Behavior referrals 
may result in 
dismissal from the 
academy (see 
handbook).

Academy Requirements



Course Requirements

MSA

• 10 advanced 
math and 
science credits 
minimum

• 1 advanced 
computer 
science credit

• Complete 
Senior 
Graduation 
Project

Engineering

• Enroll in 
advanced math 
and science 
every year

• 1 advanced 
computer 
science credit

• Complete 
Engineering 
Academy 
Program of 
Study

Med Sci

• Enroll in 
advanced 
science every 
year

• Complete the 
Biomedical 
Program of 
Study

• Enroll in 
advanced math 
every year 
(recommended)

*See each academy website for more details



Summer Courses

• Beginning in 9th grade, Academy-specific courses—
including the required 1 credit of computer 
science—must be completed during the regular 
school year at the student's assigned campus. 
Summer coursework will not be approved for these 
subjects, with the exception of Geometry.

• Students may take summer courses in other 
content areas (e.g., English, Social Studies, Health, 
or other electives) to meet graduation 
requirements. 

• Reminder: All summer coursework must be pre-
approved by the student's counselor prior to 
enrollment to ensure the credit will be accepted 
and applied toward graduation requirements.



Volunteer Service

Volunteer service is the act of giving your time, skills, and effort to 

help others, support the community, and contribute to a 

meaningful cause without receiving payment.

Volunteer service allows students to make a positive impact while 

developing valuable skills such as leadership, communication, 

teamwork, responsibility, and problem-solving.

For Academy students, volunteer service should be an opportunity 

to serve others, contribute to the community, and grow as a 

leader—not simply earn hours



• Service must be completed at or through an eligible 
nonprofit organization. 

• Service must be completed across a minimum of 4 
organizations

• A maximum of 25 summer hours may be credited toward 
the 100-hour requirement. 

• Students may receive credit for a maximum of 8 hours 
within any 24-hour period. 

• Service dates must be supported by a signed volunteer log 
when a date range is used. 

• Students have 6 months from the date of service to 
submit their documentation for credit.

Volunteer Hours Reminders



Volunteer Hours



Volunteer Hours Documents and Information 

All the information can be found in 
the Academy website if Fort Bend ISD.

➢Fort Bend ISD

➢Departments

➢Academies

➢Academy Requirements

➢Volunteer Hours



What is Counts as an Enrichment?

An enrichment is a STEM-related learning 

experience that allows academy students 

to explore, apply, or expand their 

knowledge and skills beyond the regular 

school day. Enrichments provide 

opportunities to learn from professionals, 

explore STEM careers, participate in 

hands-on activities, attend educational 

events, or engage in STEM-related 

competitions and experiences.

Enrichments may include activities that:

• Explore STEM careers and college pathways 

• Connect classroom learning to real-world 

applications 

• Provide hands-on STEM experiences 

• Introduce students to STEM professionals, 

researchers, or organizations 

• Develop technical, problem-solving, teamwork, or 

leadership skills 

• Expose students to STEM competitions, 

conferences, workshops, or educational events



What Counts as an Enrichments

Examples include:

• Academy Monthly Meetings

• Guest Speaker Events

• STEM workshops and competitions

• College or industry visits

• Other pre-approved STEM-related activities outside of the regular 

school day.

Important: Experiences must be related to the student's 

academy/program and take place outside the regular school day. When 

required, experiences must be pre-approved to receive enrichment credit.

Enrichment Credit:

• To receive enrichment credit, you must submit the experience in 

SchooLinks and upload a picture of yourself participating in the event. 

• Monthly Academy Student Body Meetings count for 1 enrichment hour. 

• Additional academy-sponsored events or enrichment opportunities 

may count for a maximum of 2 enrichment hours per event.



Volunteer and Enrichement Submission

Volunteer Hours and Enrichments will be submitted through 
School Links under:
• Engage
• Experience tracking



Click on Engage 

Click on Experience Tracking

Schoolinks View Now



MSA Volunteer Hours

MSA Enrichments

Click on Add Entry or on 

the blue plus sign.



Volunteer Hours Due Dates

Volunteer Hours Audits and Probation Notices

• Volunteer hours will be audited twice a year.

• Probation letters will be sent out in September and February to students who have not 

met the required benchmarks by the stated deadlines.

First Freshman Deadline



Enrichments Due Dates

Enrichment Hours Requirements and Deadlines

Total Hours Submitted By:

Grade Level August 31st January 31st 

9th Grade N/A 2

10th Grade 4 6

11th Grade 8 10

12th Grade 12

14

*16 hours by April 1st

Note: *16 enrichment hours completed by April 1st of Senior Year

Enrichment Hours Audits and Probation Notices

• Enrichment hours will be audited twice a year.

• Probation letters will be sent out in September and February to students who have not 

met the required benchmarks by the stated deadlines.

First Freshman Deadline



• Read the Volunteer Guidelines. 

• Complete Page 3 and submit it under 

“Volunteer Hours” in Schoolinks to earn 1 

volunteer hour! 

Volunteer Hours Guidelines 



Get ready to show your 

Academy pride! Academy 

T-shirts will be available for 

purchase. More 

information coming soon!

Academy T-Shirts!



Travel Opportunities

Robotics and Engineering
Japan 2025 and 2026



Germany and Italy 2027!

Automotive Innovation
In Germany and Italy



Booster Clubs
Visit the Academy website to learn more about your Booster Club and how to get involved!



Email Etiquette  

We have over 1,200 students. Please always tell us who you are!

Always include this 
information in your emails:

Name
Student ID
Academy
Graduating Year

Sample:

Samuel Nguyen 
774556
Medical Science Academy
Class of 2028



Thank you and lets have a fantastic year!
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