CREATING EFFECTIVE

STUDENT GROUPS WITH ELS

Homogeneous Grouping (Similar Ability Levels)

Students are grouped by similar academic ability or English proficiency levels.
o |t allows the teacher to provide targeted intervention. The "Emerging" EL group might
01 - focus on basic sentence frames while the other groups work on complex sentences.

o For ELLs: This reduces "affective filter" (anxiety). Students often feel safer taking
risks and practicing pronunciation with peers who are at a similar stage of language
acquisition.

' e Good for guided reading, phonics, and specific skill gaps

Heterogeneous Grouping (Mixed Ability Levels)

Groups are intentionally diverse, mixing academic or language levels.
o |t fosters peer modeling and social-emotional growth. Stronger students solidify
02 - their knowledge by leading and helping other students who may need additional
support.
o For ELLs: This provides a rich "language bath." When an ELL is paired with a fluent
peer, they hear authentic academic language modeled in real-time.
» Good for group projecs, discussions, lab work
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