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August 17, 2026

Dear Parents and Guardians of the Duquesne City School District,

Welcome to the 2026-2027 school year! I hope that this message finds you well and that
your family is excited for another great year as a Duke! The beginning of the school year
is always a good time to revisit important reminders about school safety.

Below are key safety measures that we have put in place:

Secured Entrances: All visitors should try to schedule appointments ahead of time and
show valid ID to enter the building. Please use our buzzer system at the door to request
access.

Weapon Detection: We use detector technology every day as students arrive at school.
The detector technology will also be used on all visitors for guest entry, extracurricular
events and any other occasion the District holds. These procedures are in place for the
safety of all, and we greatly appreciate your cooperation. Please make sure that your
pockets and bags are checked prior to entry for any reason you come to the school. With
the new school code requirement, we must notify and report all weapon violations.

School Security: The District is fortunate to employ an armed guard, along with our own
security team. They work with the administration to provide a safe environment and
support students throughout the day.

Additional Law Enforcement Presence: At times, additional officers from the City of
Duquesne Police Department may be present during the day and at arrival and dismissal.
These visits may be related to training, walkthroughs, investigations, or other safety
needs. This partnership strengthens our ability to keep our school and its students and
staff safe.

Law Enforcement Partnerships: The District works closely with our local, state, and
federal law enforcement agencies in any case where a potential threat is identified. We
have protocols in place for threat assessments, and with a Threat Assessment Team in
place as required by the Pennsylvania Department of Education. We remain committed
to keeping our students and staff safe as possible.

Standard Response Protocol: Adopted from the Foundation, “I Love You Guys,” which
was started after a set of parents lost their child to a school shooting. This protocol has a
standard set of communication actions that staff respond to. We conduct drills
throughout the school year to make sure that everyone is prepared in the event of a true
emergency.

HOLD: The most common response in the Standard Response Protocol that is used to
primarily get students and staff out of the hallways. There is no threat to the students,
staff, or building, rather it is put into place to limit transitions in the hallway due to other
situations (i.e. privacy to the student or staff if the ambulance shows up.)

Emergency Communication: In the event of an emergency during the school day, the
District will use all available resources to share timely and accurate information. Updates
will be provided through our automated calling system and posted on the District
website and social media outlets. If a student pick-up or reunification is required, parents
will receive detailed instructions through these channels. Please remember that the
safest and most efficient reunification process is to follow the directions provided by the
District in cooperation with emergency responders.

Emergency Coordination: The District continues to coordinate with local emergency
management agencies, first responders, medical services, Allegheny Intermediate Unit
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safety coordinator, and county and state safety and mental health officials. Depending on
the situation, responses will vary, but access to schools may be restricted while safety
measures are being implemented. Communication will be shared as quickly and
accurately as possible through the District’'s website, social media outlets, and the
automated calling system. Student and staff safety will always come first!

School safety is an ongoing commitment—not a one-time initiative. We continuously
evaluate and strengthen our practices by implementing proven safety measures,
enhancing security systems, refining entry and access procedures, and making facility
improvements as needed.

Creating a safe and secure school environment is a shared responsibility. We encourage
every member of the Duquesne City School District and the broader community—
including students, staff, families, and visitors—to remain vigilant, aware, and willing to
communicate concerns.

If you see something, say something. By working together and maintaining a culture
of awareness, communication, and shared responsibility, we can help ensure a safe,
supportive, and secure environment for everyone in our school community.

Thank you for your continued support and partnership. We look forward to another safe
and secure school year for the Duquesne City School District. We wish you and your
family a safe, healthy, and successful school year!

Sincerely,

g'w% v,

|

g‘l%s A. Mariani, Ed.D

Superintendent

Dugquesne City School District
marianis@dukesk12.org

AASA Nationally Certified Superintendent
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