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          August 12, 2026 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
I can’t believe summer is wrapping up so soon. I hope that you and your family have had time to 
unwind and relax in the past 8 weeks.  I had an opportunity to travel to southern Italy and France 
with friends, and I saw my family in northern California.  I love summer and the change of pace 
it brings,  but I can’t wait to see your children in our classrooms soon, they are the reason I do 
this work. 
 
Summer School:  We had a successful summer school program that ran from June 22 – July 17th 
at Edison, Santa Monica High School and Malibu High School.  There are always bumps at the 
beginning but it ended up being a great summer with students smiling, learning and playing. 
 
Staffing:  We have spent a majority of our summer working on hiring new staff.  Our team spent 
Monday and Tuesday at New Teacher Orientation and we are so energized by the positive vibes 
they are sending out.  We welcome the following staff to our SMMUSD family and look forward 
you embracing them also: 
 
Brittany Alfaro- SAI Teacher – JAMS Amber Casas- SLP – MES/Webster 
Angie Loor – SLP – Edison   Danielle Ryan – SAI Social Skills Teacher – Grant 
Maritza Serpas – APD Teacher- Samohi Kimberly Clark- SAI Social Skills Teacher – LMS 
Kayla Clinton -  SAI Teacher – Franklin Nataly Guerrero – SAI Teacher – Franklin 
Corey Davis- SAI Teacher – OPSH  Lynne Nguyen – SAI Teacher – Roosevelt/OPSH 
Michelle Jiminez – SAI Teacher – PBL Ariadna Kalinin – APD Teacher – Samohi 
Xochil Oliva – SAI Teacher – Roosevelt Samantha Ordesky – SAI Teacher – Rogers 
Selma Peper – SLP – Mckinley/Grant Brianna Van Giesen – TK Social Skills – Rogers 
Jennifer Whitehall – BCBA   Wassim Issa – Special Education Coordinator 
 
Moved Roles: 
Gary Noguera will be the Life Skills Teacher at MMS/MHS. 
Sasha Piper will be an SLP at LMS/Santa Monica High School. 
 
Currently Vacant or In Process of Hiring: 
Preschool SAI Webster 
TK SAI Co Taught Rogers 
AT Specialist 
APE Teacher 
SLP Santa Monica High School 
SAI SS Franklin Elementary 
 



 

New Coordinator:  We welcome Wassim Issa as our new Special Education Coordinator.  He is 
an alumnus of SMMUSD attending Rogers, JAMS and SAMO.  He previously taught special 
education at University High School. The last several years he has been out of the classroom as a 
coordinator, most recently a Special Education Coordinator for the high school.  He will cover 
all elementary schools in SMMUSD. 
 
Parent Workshops:  We will have dates for our parent workshops to you shortly. This year we 
will be piloting some of our presentations on zoom. 
 
Trainings:  The next week we are busy training our staff. Paraeducators return to work on 
August 13th and teachers return on August 17th.  This year we will be training staff in trauma 
informed care practices, legal updates, IEP compliance, Neuroscience, the benefits of good sleep 
and behavior.  We will also join our whole district training led by Dr. Shelton on the 17th of 
August. 
 
I look forward to working collaboratively with you this year in the best interest of all of our 
students, 
 
 
 
With gratitude, 
 
Victoria 
 
Victoria Hurst,  
Director of Special Education 
 
 
 
Coordinators: 
Wassim Issa (wissa@smmusd.org)  (Elementary Schools in Santa Monica) 
Dr. Michael Hoover (mhoover@smmusd.org) (Malibu Middle and High, OPSH, JAMS and 
LMS) 
Hilda Salas (hsalas@smmusd.org) (SAMOHI, OCLC, PPBL) 
Melodi Johnson (meljohnon@smmusd.org) (Malibu ES, Webster, Preschool, Private School, 
RTC, and NPS students) 
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