
2nd Grade Instructional Plan: First Semester 

 

Course Overview 

Welcome to 2nd Grade! This year will be an exciting time of growth as students build on the foundational skills 

developed in first grade and begin to think more critically, work more independently, and deepen their understanding 

across subjects. In our self-contained classroom, students will engage in a well-rounded curriculum that includes 

English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and Social-Emotional Learning. Instruction is aligned 

with Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and delivered through a variety of engaging resources, including 

Bluebonnet Learning, STEMscopes Math, Savvas Science, and Studies Weekly Social Studies. By the end of 2nd 

grade, students will have a solid academic foundation, improved confidence, and the skills needed to succeed in upper 

elementary grades. 

Contact Information 

 
Teacher Name: Malakhi Macareno, Paula Hudspeth, Paula Bennington, Vidal Torres (Bilingual), Angelica Gonzalez 

(Bilingual) 

Email: malakhi.macareno@midlandisd.net, paula.hudspeth@midlandisd.net, paula.bennington@midlandisd.net,   

vidal.torres@midlandisd.net,  angelica.gonzalezcastillo@midlandisd.net​​
Phone: (432)240-6000 

 

Classroom Expectations 

 
Our classroom is a safe learning place, which encourages teamwork, positive feedback, and academic achievement. All 

students will be respectful to others. We will be good listeners to the teacher and to other's ideas. All students will be 

hard working contributors to their education in order to be successful and reach their full potential.  

Expectation 1: Be respectful  

●​ Use appropriate voice level  

●​ Raise your hand, and wait your turn to speak  

●​ Listen to all instructions and directions  

●​ Stay in your seat and wait for teacher permission 

Expectation 2: Be responsible  

●​ Complete all assigned tasks  

●​ Be prepared: Have all necessary materials  

Expectation 3: Be safe  

●​ Always keep your hands and feet to self 

●​ Walk at all times  

●​ Report problems to an adult  

Expectation 4: Be ready to learn and try your best every day 

●​ Come to class on time  

●​ Prioritize daily attendance 

 

Positive reinforcement, visual aids, and clear routines will help students learn and meet these expectations. 

 

If expectations are not met, the teacher will first reteach and remind the student(s) of expectations. If a student 

continues to fail to meet expectations, they will be redirected, then parents will be contacted. If a student is unable to 

meet expectations after these preventative measures, an office referral will be made.  

 

Attendance Policy & Its Importance 

 
Regular and consistent attendance is vital to your child’s academic and social development. Second grade lays the 

groundwork for high engagement and rigorous learning;  consistency helps children build routines, develop 

friendships, and feel part of the classroom community. When students attend daily, they stay current with new skills 

and practice important habits that support lifelong learning. 
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Please notify the school if your child will be absent. Frequent or extended absences may make it more 

difficult for your child to learn necessary foundational skills that ensure student success this year and in future school 

years.  

 

Learning Objectives 

 
By the end of the first semester, students will be able to: 

 

Using Bluebonnet Learning, students will develop literacy skills such as: 

 
●​ Fairy Tales & Tall Tales 

●​ Ancient Greek Civilization 

●​ Stories From Mount Olympus 

●​ War of 1812 

●​ Cycles of Nature: Clouds to Raindrops 

●​ Westward Expansion 

●​ Skills Units 1-3 

​
 

Using STEMscopes Math, students will develop mathematics skills such as: 

 
●​ Represent Numbers to 1200 

●​ Numbers on a Number Line 
●​ Compare and Order 
●​ Add and Subtract Two-Digit Numbers 
●​ Addition and Subtraction Three-Digit Numbers 
●​ Money 
●​ Time 

 
Using SAVVAS Science, students will develop knowledge about science concepts such as: 

 
●​ Engineering Design Process 

●​ Physical Properties of Matter and Mixtures 

●​ Force and Motion 

●​ Sound Energy 

●​ Objects in the Sky 

 

Using Studies Weekly, students will develop understanding about social studies concepts such as: 

 
●​ Communities 
●​ Government and Citizens 
●​ Freedom Week 
●​ Hispanic Heritage 
●​ Culture 
●​ Understand  

 

Course Resources 

Programs: 

●​ Bluebonnet Learning – for phonics, decodables, and comprehension 

●​ Leveled Readers – for small-group instruction 

●​ Read-Aloud Texts – fairy tales, tall tales, biographies, informational texts 

●​ STEMscopes Math – for digital lessons, fluency builders, problem-based tasks 
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●​ Savvas Science – for supporting readers and student comprehension, experiments, inquiry-based learning, 

and real world experiences 

●​ Studies Weekly Social Studies – weekly print or online magazine 

●​ Trade books about community helpers, geography, history, and cultural holidays 

Materials: 

●​ Phonics manipulatives 

●​ High-frequency word flashcards 

●​ Content journals 

●​ Graphic organizers 

●​ Anchor charts  

●​ Basic science lab supplies 

●​ STEM bins or kits 

●​ Maps and globes 

●​ Timelines 

●​ Picture cards of historical figures 

●​ Project supplies 

Tech Tools: 

●​ Class Dojo 

●​ Classlink 

●​ Google Classroom 

●​ NWEA MAP 

●​ mClass 

●​ iReady Reading and Math 

●​ LoneStar 

●​ Epic! 

●​ IXL Reading and Math 

●​ Boddle 

●​ Prodigy 

Grading Policy 

In 2nd grade, student proficiency will be determined using a traditional grading scale. A minimum of 1 grade per 

week will be assigned to English Language Arts, Math, Science, and Social Studies. Student proficiency shall be 

reported using a 100 point system as outlined below. 

 

Letter Grade Numerical Grade 

A 100 – 90 

B 89 – 80 

C 79 – 70 

D 69 – 60 

F 59 and below 

 

The primary purpose of grades is to evaluate and provide feedback to students, parents/guardians, and teachers on 

relative mastery of state standards. Grades should be fair, timely, and actionable information which can be used for 

continued learning and improvement. Grades shall reflect the students’ progress towards proficiency of grade level 

learning standards, called the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS). Teachers should use various indicators 

to monitor and assess student progress; however it is not required that grades be assigned every time progress is 

assessed and feedback given. 

 
MAKE UP WORK DUE TO ABSENCES 

All students shall be allowed to make up work when they are absent from class. Students have the total number of 

school days absent plus one additional school day in which to complete the assignments. In certain circumstances 
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where a prolonged illness or family emergencies are involved, an arrangement will be made between student and 

teacher for additional time to complete make-up work. 

 

LATE & MISSING WORK 

Missing assignments and grades earned below 70 are allowed to be corrected. These assignments will be given a 

two-week window. Any outstanding assignments after the two-week window will receive a final grade of 50. Any 

corrected work submitted within the two-week window will be assigned a maximum grade of 70. 

 

Class Dojo (School-wide System of Communication) 

 

Our campus uses ClassDojo to communicate with families.  

Please ensure you join our class for important updates.  

 

Students may login to Class Dojo  and Dojo Island by using the following means: 

 

Please feel free to reach out with any questions or concerns. We are excited to work together to make this a  successful 

year of learning! 
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