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 720.  USE OF UNMANNED AIRCRAFT (UA) / DRONES 

 
Purpose The Indiana Area School Board recognizes the emerging and important role played by 

small unmanned aircraft, commonly known as drones, in various industries where the 
district’s students will later be employed.  The Board recognizes the educational 
benefits of instruction about drones and the importance of educating the district’s 
students in this technology.  The Board also recognizes that drones on campus pose a 
potential risk to the safety of students, members of the public and/or property and adopts 
this policy to ensure safety and security on campus. 

 The purpose of this policy is to assist the Indiana Area School District in promoting 
safety, reducing injuries and complying with federal, state and local laws, regulations 
and policies. In addition, the district recognizes its responsibility in regard to the 
protection of the privacy rights of students as provided in federal law and state statutes.  
Thus, the use of any non district-owned or operated Unmanned Aerial System 
(UAS)/Unmanned Aircraft Vehicles (UAV)/drone for any purpose on district property 
is prohibited unless authorized by the Superintendent or designee. 

Definitions Drone - any Unmanned Aerial System (UAS), Unmanned Aircraft Vehicles (UAV) or 
similar aircraft without a human pilot aboard the device. 

 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) - The division of the Department of 
Transportation that inspects and rates civilian aircraft and pilots, enforces the rules of air 
safety and installs and maintains air navigation control facilities.[1] 

 School property - all buildings and grounds, instructional or otherwise, indoors and 
outdoors, owned, leased or used for instructional, extra-curricular or social activities 
sponsored by the school district. Examples include but are not limited to:  classrooms, 
hallways, gymnasiums, pools, athletic fields, courts, spectator areas and parking lots. 

 Visual Line-of-Sight (VLOS) - The direct line between the person manipulating the 
controls of the UAS or UAV and the UAS or UAV itself. 
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Guidelines The use of drones on school property is strictly prohibited except as provided 
immediately hereafter: 

 1. The school district may acquire drones for use by students and employees of the 
school district for educational, operational and/or school-related purposes. 

 2. The school district will obtain appropriate insurance coverage to protect against 
potential claims arising from the use of drones by school district students and 
employees. 

 3. School district employees, students and/or independent contractors of the school 
district may be authorized to use drones indoors on school property for 
educational, operational and/or school-related purposes only with advance 
permission of the Superintendent or designee. 

 4. School employees, students and/or independent contractors of the school district 
may be authorized to use drones outdoors on school property for educational, 
operational and/or school-related purposes only with advance permission of the 
Superintendent or designee.  Under no circumstances will authorized employees 
and/or students fly drones on or over non-school property without the prior 
written consent of the property owner. 

 5. Any use of drones on school property other than for approved educational, 
operational and/or school-related purposes must be authorized in advance by the 
Superintendent or his/her designee in accordance with this policy. 

 6. Persons requesting to use drones on school property must complete and submit a 
written request form (see attachment). The request must include the following 
information: 

 a. The name, address and telephone number of the requester; 

 b. The size and weight of the drone; 

 c. The drone operator’s training and/or experience with operation of the 
drone; 

 d. The location of the planned flight; 

 e. The date and time for of the planned flight; 

 f. The anticipated flight duration (in minutes and/or hours); 

 g. The purpose of the planned flight; 

 h. FAA certification verification; 

 i. Whether photos or video will be taken during the planned flight; and 
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 j. Copy of certificate of insurance for non-student/employees. 

 7. The Superintendent or his/her designee may require the provision of such other 
information as is determined necessary or appropriate to consideration of the 
request. 

 8. The Superintendent or designee is granted the discretion and authority to grant 
or deny any request as s/he determines is in the best interests of the school 
district. Any person granted authorization to operate a drone on school property 
shall be responsible for compliance with any applicable Federal Aviation 
Administration requirements and/or applicable state and municipal laws, 
regulations and ordinances. 

 Student Use of Drones for Educational Purposes - Prior Approval Required 

 Drones may only be operated by students for educational purposes on school district 
property. 

 The Superintendent or designee shall only grant approval for the use of drones for 
educational purposes if: 

 1. The use of drones will be supervised by a school district employee;   

 2. The school district employee demonstrates to the building administrator 
sufficient understanding of the UAS and its safe operation;  

 3. The building administrator and school district employee are satisfied that the 
students operating the UAS have sufficient understanding of the drone and its 
safe operation;  

 4. The building administrator is satisfied that the use of drones will be in a safe 
location with minimal risk to the safety of property and others;  

 5. The building administrator is satisfied that the supervising employee has an 
understanding of the applicable FAA regulations and applicable law regarding 
outdoor use; and 

 6. The building administrator is satisfied that the use of the drone is consistent with 
the educational mission of the school district. 

 Lawful Operation 

 Any school district employee supervising the use of drones for educational purposes is 
responsible for ensuring adherence to all applicable laws and regulations. 

 The district will follow FAA and district insurance guidance for the use of drones.[1] 
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 School district employees supervising outdoor student use of drones for educational 
purposes may not operate the drones themselves unless the employee holds a Remote 
Pilot Certificate from the FAA. 

Delegation of 
Responsibility Employee and Independent Contractor Use of Drones 

 Subject to the provisions below, the Board authorizes employees to use drones for 
purposes both related to and not directly related to the education of students, such as to 
inspect buildings and grounds, monitor the safety and security of students, analyze 
traffic patterns, and for promotional photographs and videos. 

 Drones may be used by employees in the instruction of students. Prior Approval 
Required. 

 Drones may only be operated by school district employees with prior approval by the 
Superintendent or his/her designee.  

 Any school district employee operating a drone outdoors is responsible for complying 
with all applicable laws and regulations, and must hold a Remote Pilot Certificate from 
the FAA.[2] 

 The Superintendent or his/her designee shall only grant approval for the use of a drone 
if he/she is: 

 1. Satisfied that the use of the drone will be in a safe location with minimal risk to 
the safety of property and others;  

 2. Satisfied that the use of the drone is consistent with the educational mission of 
the district; and 

 3. Satisfied that all applicable laws and regulations have been followed. 

 Athletic Events 

 The school district is a member of the Pennsylvania Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, Inc.(“PIAA”) and will enforce the policies of the PIAA regarding drone 
use. Drones are not permitted above the competition surface or spectator areas during 
interscholastic Contests, Inter-school Practices and Scrimmages. Drones may not be 
used to scout opposing team practices. Member schools may utilize drones for their own 
school team practice sessions based upon their local school policies.[3] 

 Legal resources: 
1. 49 U.S.C. 44809 
2. Remote Pilot Certificate 
3. 2025-2026 PIAA Policies and Procedures 

 


