
EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 3!

Kasson-Mantorville Schools

OPERATING LEVY
November 3, 2026

COMMUNITY  
INFORMATION MEETINGS
The school board and district administration 
are committed to transparency. Please take 
time to attend one of the following meetings 
to have your questions answered about the 
upcoming referendum. 

MONDAY 
September 21, 2026, 5:30 P.M.–6:30 P.M.

TUESDAY 
September 22, 2026, 12:00 P.M.–1:00 P.M.

Kasson-Mantorville  
High School-Forum Room 
101 16th St NE, Kasson

On November 3, Kasson-Mantorville School voters will be asked to support 
a $500 per pupil operating levy to support the day-to-day operations of the 
school district. 

CURRENT STATE OF DISTRICT FINANCES
The District has always worked hard to utilize the funds afforded to them in the 
best possible manner. The need for additional funding is the result of:

Increasing Costs
The cost to educate students increases every year due to inflation. The primary 
revenue source a school district has comes from the state funding formula.  
This per student reimbursement has not kept pace with inflation, forcing 
school districts to do more with less.

Unfunded Mandates
New state and federal mandates continue to increase district expenses without 
providing additional funding to cover the costs, including implementation of 
Minnesota’s READ Act, Paid Family and Medical Leave (PFML), Earned Sick and 
Safe Time (ESST), expanded graduation and course requirements, required staff 
training and professional development, and additional special education services.

Enrollment Changes
The funding the school district receives is on a per-student basis. The District 
has been experiencing a decline in students, and this means less money for 
the District. While the District can “right-size” staffing and operate fewer 
class sections due to less students in some instances, other required services 
including bussing, custodial services, technology support, and educational 
specialists, etc. still need to remain, yet with less funding to support them.

ADDITIONAL $1 MILLION PER YEAR NEEDED
The primary way a school district can increase operating revenue is through an 
operating levy. 72% of Minnesota school districts, including most of our neighboring 
school districts, have a voter-approved operating levy. Kasson-Mantorville does 
not. The last voter-approved operating levy the District had expired in 2014. 

Kasson-Mantorville Schools needs the support of the local citizens to maintain 
the high-quality programs and services our students, families, and community 
have come to expect. 

The proposed increase of $500 per pupil will generate an additional  
$1 million per year. This would balance the District’s budget and maintain 
programs and services.

FUNDING TO SUPPORT  
K-M EXCELLENCE
These funds will help K-M continue 
providing high-quality learning  
experiences for students, including:

	▷ Career and Technical Education  
courses including the trades,  
agricultural programs, small engine,  
and autos

	▷ Project-based learning in  
Science, Technology, Engineering,  
Math (STEM)

	▷ Student support services for  
students who have difficulty learning

	▷ Music and Fine Arts offerings

	▷ Co-curricular activities to enhance  
the classroom experience



Learn more about the levy at komets.k12.mn.us Learn more about the levy at komets.k12.mn.us

TYPE OF PROPERTY ESTIMATED  
MARKET VALUE ESTIMATED TAX IMPACT*

Residential Homesteads,  
Apartments, and Commercial-

Industrial Property

Agricultural Land & Buildings  
(Only Levied On House,  

Garage & 1 Acre)

Annual Monthly

$150,000 $115 $10

$250,000 $192 $16

$300,000 $231 $19

$350,000 $269 $22

$450,000 $346 $29

$600,000 $461 $38

$750,000 $576 $48

WHAT WILL THE LEVY COST ME?

WHAT HAS THE DISTRICT DONE TO-DATE TO REDUCE EXPENSES?
The District has looked carefully at all expenses before turning to taxpayers for additional support. They have already made the 
following reductions to address the budget challenge:

WHAT HAPPENS IF THE OPERATING LEVY DOESN’T PASS?
If the referendum is not approved by voters, the school board will need to reduce operating expenses. This will impact students 
and their learning experience. Reductions will come from:

WHAT WILL BE ON THE BALLOT?
The board of Independent School District No. 204 (Kasson-Mantorville), Minnesota has proposed to increase  
the School District’s referendum revenue by $500 per pupil, subject to an annual increase at the rate of inflation.  
The proposed new referendum revenue authorization would be first levied in 2026 for taxes payable in  
2027 and applicable for ten (10) years unless otherwise revoked or reduced as provided by law.

Shall the new referendum authorization proposed by the board of Independent  
School District No. 204 (Kasson-Mantorville), Minnesota, be approved?

YES       NO

By Voting “Yes” On This Ballot Question, You Are Voting For A Property Tax Increase.

State Funding Per Student

*The difference 
between the 
FY26 formula 
allowance  
per student  
and the inflation 
adjusted formula 
allowance is 
$1,420 or 19.0%.

*Had the allowance increased by the rate 
of inflation each year since 2003, the 2026 
allowance per student would be $8,901.

	▷ Aligned teaching & support staff positions to enrollment 

	▷ Reduced non-student facing positions

	▷ Increased class sizes 

	▷ Reduced department and building budgets 

HOW HAS THE STATE FUNDING  
FORMULA IMPACTED THE DISTRICT’S BUDGET?
The largest portion of this funding comes from the Basic General Education Formula. The formula has not kept up with inflation, 
resulting in school districts receiving $1,420 or 19% less per student than they did more than 20 years ago.

	▷ Delayed maintenance project and facility updates

	▷ Delayed curriculum, technology, and bus purchases

	▷ Restructured administrative positions 

 ✔ Eliminating teacher and other staff positions

 ✔ Increasing class size 

 ✔ �Reducing program, school, and department budgets 
(which fund materials, supplies, experiences, & equipment)

 ✔ �Eliminating course offerings, co-curricular activities

 ✔ Changing transportation services



EXERCISE YOUR RIGHT TO VOTE ON OR BEFORE NOVEMBER 3!

Kasson-Mantorville Schools
101 16th Street NE 
Kasson, MN 55944

Dodge County Polling Places
*Ashland Township–Ashland Town Hall 
18944 660th St, Dodge Center

Canisteo Township–Canisteo Town Hall 
66968 250th Ave, Kasson 

Claremont–Claremont City Hall 
140 W Front St, Claremont 

*Claremont Township 
Claremont Town Hall (American Legion) 
220 W Front St, Claremont

Concord Township–Concord Town Hall 
55319 201st Ave, West Concord 

Dodge Center–North and South 
City Hall, 35 E Main St, Dodge Center 

*Ellington Township–Ellington Town Hall 
55019 130th Ave, West Concord 

Hayfield–Hayfield City, 18 W Main St, Hayfield

*Hayfield Township–Hayfield Town Hall 
19 Center Ave N, Hayfield

Kasson–North, Central, and South 
Kasson–Mantorville High School, South Gym 
101 16th St NE, Kasson

Mantorville–Mantorville City Hall 
21 5th St E, Mantorville

Mantorville Township–Mantorville Town Hall  
60126 240th Ave, Mantorville

Milton Township  Milton Town Hall 
54368 250th Ave, West Concord 

*Ripley Township–Ripley Town Hall 
67019 130th Ave, Claremont 

Vernon Township–Vernon Town Hall 
73067 250th Ave, Hayfield 

Wasioja Township–Wasioja Schoolhouse 
21118 600th St, Dodge Center 

West Concord–West Concord City 
180 E Main St, West Concord 

*Westfield Twshp–Westfield Town Hall 
11563 Hwy 30 E, Blooming Prairie

Olmsted County Polling Places
Rock Dell Town Hall 
8938 County Rd 3 SW, Hayfield

Salem Town Hall 
8433 Salem Road SW, Byron

ELECTION DAY VOTING NOVEMBER 3, 2026
Tuesday, November 3 | 7:00 A.M. – 8:00 P.M. unless otherwise noted *10:00 A.M. – 8:00 P.M.

Olmsted County
Monday – Friday | 8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.

Olmsted County Elections Office  
2122 Campus Dr SE, Suite 300, Rochester

Starting October 27  
You can also vote at Rochester City Hall, located in 
the Government Center at 4th St SE, Rochester

WHERE DO I VOTE?
Early  Absentee Voting – Begins September 18

Saturday, Oct. 24 
9 A.M.–3 P.M.
Tuesday, Oct. 27 
open until 7 P.M.

Saturday, Oct. 31 
9 A.M.–3 P.M.
Sunday, Nov. 1 
9 A.M.–3 P.M.

Monday, Nov. 2 
open until 5 P.M.

Dodge County
Monday – Friday | 8:00 A.M. – 4:30 P.M.
Government Services Bldg, 721 N Main St., Mantorville

Additional Hours:

�To request an absentee ballot be mailed to you visit: www.mnvotes.gov. 
Completed ballots must be received no later than 5:00 P.M. on Tuesday, November 3 to be counted.


