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Correcting Mistakes and Getting Help

Overview

Here’s what you’ll learn…

Home
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Teaching Expected BehaviorWe believe students need to know what expected 
behaviors look like, sound like, and feel like, so we use 
interactive modeling to teach a series of lessons at 
the beginning of each school year. 

Because practicing expected behaviors is an essential 
part of learning them, we reteach PBIS lessons in our 
classrooms after winter break, after spring break, and 
any time we notice students needing reinforcement. 
Occasionally small groups of students and/or 
individuals need additional practice. This is done with 
respect, empathy, and dignity.

In addition to direct instruction, teachers shape 
expected behavior with positive teacher language. 
This includes reinforcing expected behavior, reminding 
students of expectations, and redirecting 
inappropriate actions in a constructive manner. 

Home Recent Tabs Teaching Expected Behavior

Building the foundation

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlpw-rmEVSkgGbUHasKfZ2nUh4npAGjl/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wlpw-rmEVSkgGbUHasKfZ2nUh4npAGjl/view?usp=sharing
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Reinforcing Language
Children build on their strengths, not their weaknesses. This is 
one of the most important things we keep in mind when teaching. 
It’s vital for teachers to see and name what students are doing 
well, and reinforcing language allows us to do that. It highlights 
students’ skills, positive efforts and attitudes, and quality work so 
that they know what to stand on as they reach for the next higher 
rung in their learning. This is the kind of language we strive to use 
most often.

Name concrete and specific behavior, and find positives to 
reinforce in all students. 

Home Recent Tabs Reinforcing Language

Acknowledging students’ positive actions and efforts

https://drive.google.com/file/d/18IWht9hbNolkAtFmR-VnKVYRiX-RLq32/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/18IWht9hbNolkAtFmR-VnKVYRiX-RLq32/view?usp=sharing
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Home Recent Tabs Reminding Language

Gently guiding students back to expected behaviors or routines 

Children need reminders in school to keep their 
work and behavior on track. By using reminding 
language before students start a potentially 
challenging task, or right when they start to make 
a mistake, teachers help them stay on task, 
organized, responsible, and safe. This is the kind 
of language we try to use occasionally.

Prompt children to remember for themselves, be 
brief, and use a neutral tone and body language 
while watching for follow-through.

Reminding Language

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E-xJSsQjwihodRQVe8uvsTEDWOhrt8gx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E-xJSsQjwihodRQVe8uvsTEDWOhrt8gx/view?usp=sharing
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Home Recent Tabs Redirecting Language

Guiding students toward more positive choices

When students are doing something harmful to themselves or 
others, are too far into a mistake to correct themselves, or are 
too emotional to think reasonably about what they’re supposed 
to be doing, teachers need to redirect them with clear words. 
Skillfully used, redirecting language lets teachers provide wise 
external control to keep children safe and productive when their 
self-control is failing them. This is the kind of language we try 
to use sparingly.

Say what to do, be direct and brief while making a short 
statement. Similar to reminding language, use a neutral tone 
and body language while watching for follow-through.

Redirecting Language

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Raixl0KLhpakPashhezAqrdtEYg15Njc/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Raixl0KLhpakPashhezAqrdtEYg15Njc/view?usp=sharing
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Logical Consequences

Home Recent Tabs Logical Consequences

You break it, you fix it!

When positive teacher language is not enough, we use logical 
consequences to correct student misbehavior. A logical consequence 
is a constructive and respectful way to address misbehavior–one that 
allows teachers to enforce clear expectations while giving students a 
chance to take responsibility, make amends, and grow from the 
experience without feeling shamed. It’s important that children see 
how their behavior affects both their classmates’ and their own 
learning. 

Examples of logical consequences include loss of privilege, space and 
time, reteaching of a skill, problem-solving meeting, and restitution 
(“You Break It, You Fix It). 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sOY5ldbufjU95T16MSRHcdTc9tp2cZaE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1sOY5ldbufjU95T16MSRHcdTc9tp2cZaE/view?usp=sharing

