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NEWS RELEASE ... .FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 10, 2026

CCPS Announces Academic Gains in Most GMAS-Tested
Content Areas and Grade Levels for 2025-2026

JONESBORO - Clayton County Public Schools is very pleased to highlight that students improved in most
academic areas during the 2025-2026 End of Grade (EOG) and End of Course (EOC) tests for the Georgia
Milestones Assessment System (GMAS) results, as released by the Georgia Department of Education
(GaDOE). Overall, CCPS students made gains or maintained performance in grade levels and content
areas for which data have been released. English Language Arts (ELA) Georgia Milestones assessment
data will be released at a later date following the completion of standards setting for the new ELA
assessment.

“The GMAS data for 2025-2026 provides evidence that we are continuing to make good decisions as it
relates to focusing on student academic performance,” said Dr. Douglas Hendrix Sr., Interim
Superintendent/CEO of Schools. “We are continuing to ensure our classrooms reflect high-quality
instruction and that our instructional staff are equipped to help our students perform at a higher level in the
classroom.”

“Our mission remains focused on placing the needs of our children first,” said Dr. Hendrix. “Our goal is for
every student to reach — or surpass — proficiency. To achieve this goal, we must continue to deliver
rigorous and engaging instruction that challenges students to think critically and perform at their highest
potential.”

“We also need our parents/guardians/caregivers to ensure students are present at school every day, studying
and reading at home, and taking advantage of our available support resources,” he added. Working together,
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we will build a better tomorrow, today for all of our students!

About Georgia Milestones Assessment System (GMAS)

Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) has received its End of Grade (EOG) and End of Course (EOC)
Georgia Milestones Assessments (GMAS) Data for the 2025-2026 School Year. The data results released on
Thursday, August 6, 2026, by the Georgia Department of Education (GADOE) include district-level and
school-level information for the areas of Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. The GMAS assesses
students along four levels of achievement: Beginning Learners, Developing Learners, Proficient Learners,
and Distinguished Learners. The results are used to inform school programming and support to students.

Students began taking the Georgia Milestones Assessment System (GMAS) or Georgia Milestones in the
2014-15 school year. The comprehensive testing system spans grades three through 12 and measures how
well students have mastered the knowledge and skills outlined in the Georgia Standards of Excellence in the
areas of English Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, and Social Studies. This release, however, does not
include the English Language Arts results due to a new test during the 2025-2026 school year and the



standards setting that occurs with a new test. Results for English Language Arts End of Grade Tests will be
released separately in late Fall of 2026.

2025-2026 End of Grade (EOG) Results

During the 2025-2026 school year, CCPS students demonstrated growth across most EOG content areas and
grade levels, while maintaining steady performance in eighth-grade mathematics and general science.
Clayton’s performance has trended upward since 2023, in most cases surpassing the State’s three-year
growth trend. Table 1 summarizes the End of Grade Performance, showing the percentage point growth by
subject and grade level performance. Table 2 shows the four-year trends of the percentages of students
proficient and above on all End of Grade Assessments.

Table 1: 2025 and 2026 Georgia Milestones Assessment System End of Grade Performance by District Vs.
State

End of Grade Tests
Percentage Point Growth
Clayton Count Clayton Count
Puly)lic Schoolsy Georgia Puly)lic Schoolsy Georgia
2025 to 2026 2025 to 2026 2025 to 2026 2025 to 2026
Grade Level English Language Arts Mathematics
Grade 3 NA NA 7 4
Grade 4 NA NA 3 1
Grade 5 NA NA 3 1
Grade 6 NA NA 5 4
Grade 7 NA NA 6 2
Grade 8 NA NA 0 -1
Percentage Point Growth
Clayton County
Public Schools Georgia
2025 to 2026 2025 to 2026
Grade Level General Science
Grade 5
Grade 8
Physical Science
Grade 8 13 4
Social Studies

Grade 8 2 3

Table 2: 2023 to 2026 Georgia Milestones Assessment System End of Grade Performance Percent
Proficient and Distinguished, District vs. State

Percent Proficient Plus Georgia Milestones End of Grade (EOG) - All Grades

Language Arts Science Physical Science
2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026
District 22 25 23 NA 14 17 20 22 25 40 44 57
State 39 42 39 NA 34 34 37 30 52 51 57 61




Math Social Studies
2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026
District 17 21 23 26 18 19 21 23
State 39 42 44 44 36 38 39 40

2025-2026 End of Course (EOC) Results

In the 2025-2026 school year, CCPS test takers showed improvement on the EOC in Algebra and Biology,
with a decline in U.S. History. Clayton’s academic performance has steadily increased since 2023, achieving
gains that exceed the state of Georgia's overall growth. Table 3 summarizes the End of Course
Performance, showing the percentage point growth by course test. Table 4 shows the four-year trends of the
percentages of students proficient and above on End of Course Assessments. Results for English Language
Arts End of Course Test will be released separately in late Fall of 2026.

Table 3: 2024 and 2025 Georgia Milestones Assessment System End of Course Performance by District
Vs.State

End of Course Tests

Percentage Point Growth

Clayton County
Public Schools Georgia
Content Area 2025 to 2026 | 2025 to 2026
Algebra 5 1
Biology 5 1
Literature and Composition Il NA NA
US History -3 0

Table 4: 2023 to 2026 Georgia Milestones Assessment System End of Course Performance Percent
Proficient and Distinguished, District Vs. State

Percent Proficient Plus Georgia Milestones End of Course (EOC)

Algebra Biology

2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026
District | 15 23 26 31 23 27 25 30

State 36 46 47 48 46 45 46 47
Literature & Composition II U.S. History
2024 | 2025 | 2026 | 2023 | 2024 | 2025 | 2026
NA 24 25 29 26
NA 39 39 39 39

District

Link for individual school and additional information: Georgia Insights Dashboard

"We are certainly encouraged by the consistent gains our students have made in mathematics, science, and
social studies. Every increase represents a commitment from educators, school leaders, and support staff to
ensuring that every student has greater access to high-quality Tier I (grade-level) instruction, and it


https://georgiainsights.gadoe.org/dashboards/georgia-milestones/

represents a commitment from our families and community to reinforcing the importance of school. I also
commend the district academic team members who have been very instrumental over the last few years in
implementing greater support for our schools, " said Dr. Ebony T. Lee, Chief Academic Officer of Design.

"While we celebrate this progress, our work continues. Literacy remains a high academic priority because
strong readers become stronger learners in every subject. Additionally, this school year, we are continuing to
strengthen teaching and learning by building greater coherence across our instructional system,”

Dr. Lee continued.

The Interim Superintendent’s new organizational structure ensures a laser focus on student learning. The
new structure - often referred to as the Academic Trio- includes the Divisions of Academic Design, led by
Dr. Ebony Lee; Academic Implementation, led by Dr. Charmine Johnson; and Academic Support, led by
Dr. Timothy Guiney. Together, the Academic Trio ensures that every school is supported by systemwide
instructional expectations that ensure every student benefits from strong teaching and learning. This work is
driven by our four Academic Priorities:

e High-Quality Tier I Instruction — Ensuring rigorous, standards-based instruction that is engaging,
accessible, and aligned to grade-level expectations

e Strong Early Learning — Building strong foundations through the science of reading, oral language
development, effective mathematics instruction, and executive functioning

e Disciplinary Literacy and Numeracy — Strengthening students' ability to read, write, speak, listen,
analyze, reason, and solve problems across every subject area

e Experiential Learning — Expanding authentic, real-world learning opportunities

Improving student achievement is a shared responsibility. Together, we will continue building classrooms
where every student is seen, supported, challenged, and prepared for college, career, and life.

-An official document from the Clayton County Public School System-

About Clayton County Public Schools: Clayton County Public Schools (CCPS) is fully accredited by Cognia. The district offers
a focused world-class program based on a challenging curriculum which is taught from pre-kindergarten through 12th grade.
Serving over 50,000 students, Clayton County Public Schools is ranked among the 100 largest school districts in the U.S. and is

the sixth-largest school system in Georgia.
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