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Course Placement & Scheduling

Department chairs, academic advisors, faculty, and
the Office of College Guidance play important roles
in the process of current student course selections.
Current students are placed in course levels for

the following year at the recommendation of their
teachers in the respective subject areas, in
conjunction with department chairs.

The placement of incoming students is facilitated by
the Upper School Administration.

Academic Requirements

The minimum distribution of course requirements
for graduation is as follows:

° English: 4 years

° Social Studies & History: 3 years, including
Global Studies, Modern European History,
and U.S. History

° Math: 3 years, including Algebra 1,
Geometry, and Algebra 2

° Science: 3 years, including Science
Trajectories and 2 lab sciences selected from
Physics, Chemistry, and Biology

° Foreign Language: 2 years of the same
language completed in grades 9-12

° Arts: 2 years (6 trimesters)

° Senior Bridge Seminar

Students are expected to go beyond the minimum
requirements and take four years of a foreign
language (either four years of one language or two
years of two different languages, four years of
mathematics (Algebra 1 & 2, Geometry, and
Pre-Calculus), and an additional science course.

Students in grades 9, 10, and 11 must take six
Harvey School courses per term. Senior course loads
will be determined for each senior individually, with
a minimum of five Harvey School classes per
trimester, during conferences with the student’s
college counselor. Each student must fulfill all
academic requirements, be found in good
disciplinary standing, and be approved by the
faculty before a diploma may be awarded.

Students earn one credit for each course passed
each term. Partial credit is not granted in a yearlong
course if that course is dropped at any point during
the year.

In order to graduate or gain class status, students
need to accumulate a minimum number of academic
credits:

Sophomore Status: 18 credits
Junior Status: 36 credits
Senior Status: 54 credits

Diploma Awarded: 69 credits

The Harvey School reserves the right to withhold
academic credit or trimester grades for any student
who misses an excessive number of the meetings
of any class, regardless of absences having been
excused by a parent or guardian (refer to
Attendance Policy).

Any student affected by this policy may be required
to successfully complete a summer school course or
study approved by the Head of Upper School.
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Senior Bridge Seminar

This course approaches the final year of high
school as an opportunity for students to become
more independent and adventurous thinkers and
learners, while reinforcing skills that will prepare
them for the rigors and autonomy of college and
beyond.

Through engagement in inquiry and
problem-based coursework, selected readings,
journaling, and independent learning projects,
students will hone their abilities in critical and
creative thinking, self-reflection, independence,
communication, collaboration, research, and time k Y.
management.

All independent learning projects will be showcased in the seminar’s culminating event, the
Senior Bridge Expo.

9th Grade Landing: Common Ground

This interdisciplinary course is grounded in the natural world, providing a tangible landing place from
which students in their first year of high school can begin to build an understanding of three complex
‘ecosystems’ and their place in them:

e the natural world
e the Harvey community and beyond
e the interconnected landscape of learning

Through elements of science, literature, the
arts and history, this nature-centered course
provides students with the opportunity to
experience, question, and create. Beginning
with The Harvey School campus, ninth graders
will explore their environment in combination
with practices in collaboration, communication,
inquiry, and reflection - foundational skills for
academics and community.

3 Senior Bridge, Common Ground



English

ENGLISH 9

This course aims to raise the reading and writing
skills of students to the next level. While focusing
on the 6+1 Traits of Effective Writing, and on
writing as a process, foundational skills are
introduced and reinforced. Throughout our

studies, we will explore a variety of texts, which may
include The House on Mango Street, Long Way Down,
Romeo and Juliet, and Lord of the Flies. Students are
expected to select their own books for independent
reading.

HONORS ENGLISH 9

Honors English 9 challenges students to develop
their writing and analytical skills, and invites them
to indulge their love of reading. As in English 9, the
honors course is organized as a writer’s odyssey
but will explore additional texts in greater depth
and detail. Students will be encouraged to respond
to literature with thoughtful analysis and to make
connections between what they read and their own
lives. Students are expected to select their own
books for independent reading.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

ENGLISH 10

How do we find our voice? What can we learn by
sharing stories? What are the different forms stories
can take? English 10 explores the themes of voice
and the power of the story, with an attention to
the formal qualities of a wide range of genres, such
as fiction, mythology, memoir, comics, poetry, and
drama. Major texts include Night, Fahrenheit 451,
and Twelfth Night. Students will hone their mastery
of the five-paragraph essay, increase their
sophistication in literary analysis, and develop their
voices as writers.

HONORS ENGLISH 10

Passionate literary scholars will gain a richer
understanding and appreciation of World
Literature and classics, including Canterbury Tales,
Twelfth Night, and Wuthering Heights. Students in
this class will also read Elie Wiesel's Night. In
addition to examining artistic movements such as
those of the Romantic poets, the course concludes
with a reflection on the legacy of colonialism as
dramatized in Nigerian author Chinua Achebe’s
Things Fall Apart. In this faster-paced class
featuring more challenging texts, honors students
will be challenged to further hone their literary
analysis skills and develop their own creative
responses to what they read.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

ENGLISH 11

English 11 presents a survey of American literature,
examining themes such as the conflict between the
individual and society and the elusive pursuit of the
American Dream. Students also explore an
intertextual unit examining Nineteenth Century
perspectives on slavery. Major works may include
The Great Gatsby and The Catcher in the Rye, in
addition to poetry by Walt Whitman, Emily
Dickinson, Robert Frost, and Langston Hughes.
Extending beyond their mastery of the basics,
students will craft more sophisticated works of
literary analysis, while examining how these works
comment on such topics as race, gender, ambition,
and the individual conscience. Running parallel to
the juniors’ work in American History, English 11
will encourage students to draw connections
between literature, history, and their experiences
and observations of contemporary society.
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HONORS ENGLISH 11

While Honors English 11 pursues the same goals
and objectives as the regular American Literature
course, Honors students delve into the literature in
greater depth and breadth. Students should
expect a more rigorous pace, as well as
supplemental readings and more frequent writing
challenges in a variety of analytical and creative
modes.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

ENGLISH 12

How can we use writing to make sense of the story
of our lives? Reading works by Kurt Vonnegut, Toni
Morrison, and Tim O’Brien, seniors will explore the
way authors process and present their experiences
of the world in various literary modes, while
examining such topics as homelessness, religion,
war, and race relations. Seniors will also prepare for
college by writing essays that synthesize analysis
of multiple sources and viewpoints. All seniors will
complete their course of study in English by crafting
a Senior Thesis, giving shape to their own life
stories.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ENGLISH:

LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

This course is designed for the literary scholar,
emphasizing in-depth critical reading and intensive
analytical writing about literature. Works studied
may include The Theban Plays, Hamlet, Beowulf,
Beloved, Chronicle of a Death Foretold, and
Frankenstein, as well as a wide selection of poetry.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval. Students are expected to sit for the AP
Exam.
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English Electives
Students entering grades 10 through 12 may
register for one or more of these electives.

COMICS AS LITERATURE

Who is Rick Grimes? What is the Batcave? Where is
Metropolis? The answers to these and other
qguestions will be found in our exploration of the
world of comic books! In this course, we will study
a variety of works across the genre, from major
titles to independent publications. Along the way,
we might hail heroes like Batman and Superman, or
hang out with Fone Bone or Goku. Throughout the
term, students will also create their own comics.
Offered Fall Term

CONTEMPORARY AMERICAN POETRY

This course explores contemporary American
poetry, introducing students to diverse voices,
styles, and themes from the mid-20th century to
today. Through reading, discussion, and analysis,
students will examine how poets use language,
structure, and other poetic devices to express ideas
about topics including identity, nature, and the
human

experience. We will look at how the art form has
evolved over time and how it has responded to the
world in which it exists. In addition, students will
experiment with their own creative writing by
crafting original poems in a variety of forms and
styles, drawing inspiration from the poetry we study.
Offered Spring Term

FILM STUDIES

This course introduces students to the basics of
film analysis, cinematic elements, genre, and
narrative structure. Students will study the history
of film as an art form and entertainment industry,
and examine its evolution over time. Through
research, watching films, and analysis, students will
become literate in the language of cinema and learn
basic film concepts, techniques, and terminology to
appreciate movies more fully. Offered Winter Term




EXPERIMENTAL FICTION

From the absurdist plays of Samuel Beckett to the
mind-bending short stories of Jorge Luis Borges,
Experimental Fiction breaks the norms of
traditional storytelling structure and style. In this
course, students will explore what can happen
when a story deviates from convention. The class
will consider not only the meanings of a variety of
narratives, but also the ways in which weird styles
and strange techniques create their own

meaning. The non-chronological plot twists in
Memento and Westworld, the breaking of the fourth
wall in Deadpool, and the unreliable narration in
Fight Club would all feel right at home in this
elective. Delving into the postmodern, the
experimental, and the meta, the course will
examine the wide variety of forms literature can
take and encourage students to experiment with
new forms and techniques in their own works of
short fiction. Offered Winter Term

THE GREAT AMERICAN SHORT STORY

Since the pioneering work of Edgar Allan Poe and
Washington Irving, the short story has persisted as
a particularly American form. In this course,
students will read, analyze, discuss, and write about
short stories from American authors. Students will
explore the possibilities and limits that the short
story provides. A complement to the 11th grade
English curriculum, students will examine the
meaning behind life as an American through
literature. The course will offer reading of authors
from a variety of styles and eras, including Kate
Chopin, F. Scott Fitzgerald, Ernest Hemingway,
Flannery O'Connor, Toni Morrison, and Denis
Johnson. Finally, students will also have the
opportunity to write their own short stories.
Offered Winter Term

HARVEY GROWN

Who said science and literature weren't related? In
this course, students will have the unique
experience of learning about ecology and literature
at the same time! Within Harvey Grown, students
will read green literature and learn about
sustainable gardening and horticulture. In addition,
they will explore the ways that humans can use
sustainable practices in the landscape to help
support local wildlife and grow their own food. By
the end of the course, students will have developed
an appreciation for nature, increase their knowledge
of sustainable gardening principles, and put them
into practice themselves. This is an opportunity to
help the Earth, support the local wildlife
community, and leave a positive and lasting impact
on the Harvey campus. Get ready to get your hands
dirty! Offered Spring Term

HARVEY MEETS HOGWARTS

The owls have delivered the acceptance letters and
it's time to go to Hogwarts! After the Sorting

Hat determines everyone'’s house, students will
immerse themselves in the wondrous world of
Harry Potter. In addition to studying excerpts from
the novels and selections from the films, students
will read Harry Potter and the Cursed Child, explore
world-building, and add their own touch of
creative magic. Prepare to craft a tale in the
manner of Beedle the Bard, catalog a Fantastic
Beast in the style of Newt Scamander, play some
Quidditch, and design an attraction worthy of The
Wizarding World at Universal’s theme parks. With
help from some guest professors, this class will also
dabble in such subjects as Potions, Herbology, and
Defense Against the Dark Arts. Bring your robes,
pets, and wands! Offered Spring Term
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MORALS ON TRIAL

This course will put morally questionable actions of
literary characters on trial! There will be an
emphasis on persuasive language, debate tactics,
role playing, and public speaking. Students will
analyze the motivations behind certain morally
guestionable actions in a text through animated
mock trial experiences. Students will collect and
analyze evidence in various short stories, plays, film,
and full novels to defend their positions. Students
will also sometimes have to defend a position that
they do not initially agree with, to understand
various perspectives. This course is a highly
collaborative, conversational, discussion-based, and
role-playing course. Potential titles include Beloved
by Toni Morrison, Of Mice and Men by John
Steinbeck, The Telltale Heart by Edgar Allan Poe, A
Separate Peace by John Knowles, or My Sister’s
Keeper by Jodi Picoult. Offered Fall Term

NEWSPAPER
In this course, students will write, edit, design, and
lay out the school newspaper. Offered Each Term
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PLAYWRITING

Through a series of scene-writing exercises,
students are introduced to the concepts of dramatic
structure and dialogue for the stage. Additionally,
the workshop style of the course creates an ongoing
opportunity for playwrights to share their work and
constructively respond to those of their peers. Each
student will complete a one-act play by the end of
the term. Offered Winter Term

WRITING FICTION
“Any story worth its salt can handle a little shaking
up.” -Salman Rushdie, Haroun and the Sea of Stories

In this course, students take part in an active fiction
writing workshop, completing two original short
stories which are then read and discussed by the
other students in the class. While veteran
storytellers are certainly welcome, this is a great
opportunity for new writers to learn what it’s like to
have others give your work serious, sustained
attention in a collaborative environment.
Additionally, students will complete writing
exercises geared toward establishing point of view,
crafting original characters, describing vivid settings,
and managing other elements of a narrative. Lastly,
students read and discuss recent stories by
published authors, not to analyze and interpret
them, but to learn techniques that are central to the
craft of writing. Offered Fall Term




Languages

CLASSICAL LATIN 1

This course is an introduction to classical Latin.
Key concepts presented include major noun
functions, the indicative and imperative mood of
verbs, relative pronouns, and the comparison of
adjectives. Students also study English words
derived from Latin roots, as well as historical and
cultural information. The reading of short
selections of connected prose is required.

CLASSICAL LATIN 2

This course is a continuation of Classical Latin 1
and it presents advanced grammatical and
syntactical concepts with special emphasis on verbs
and translation. Increasingly complex selections of
connected prose are read, and major developments
in Roman culture and history are also studied.

CLASSICAL LATIN 3

This course offers an introduction to Roman
authors via amended text. Major grammatical
topics such as the ablative absolute, indirect
discourse, and the uses of the subjective are
studied. Complex selections of text, including
both prose and poetry, are read.

HONORS CLASSICAL LATIN 4

This course provides an introduction to major
Roman authors. During the first half of the year,
students read selections from Caesar’s Gallic Wars;
in the second half of the year, students read
selections from the lyric poetry of Catullus and
Horace.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

HONORS CLASSICAL LATIN 5

This course introduces students to the epic
poetry of Virgil's Aeneid. Grammatical analysis,
comprehension, translation, and interpretation of
text are all stressed in reading assignments.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

SPANISH 1

This course is designed for students with no
previous knowledge of Spanish. Students learn the
foundations of basic Spanish grammar and present
tense verbs. Activities in this class include
rudimentary reading, writing, speaking, and listening
practices. Students in Spanish 1 are expected to
establish the four language skills of speaking,
listening, basic reading and writing, as well as an
appreciation of Iberian, Latin American, and Latino
culture.

SPANISH 2

This course builds on the grammatical structure of
the Spanish language learned in the first year of
Spanish. The focus is on developing and

increasing skill levels in the areas of aural
comprehension, speaking, reading, and writing.

The students learn to describe situations in the
present, past, and near future tenses. At the end of
the course, students will have an intermediate
understanding of grammar, including sentence
formation, complex verb conjugations, and
idiomatic expressions. Students in this course also
discuss various cultural aspects of the Spanish-
speaking world. Successful completion of Spanish 1
or departmental approval is required for enrollment
in this course.

HONORS SPANISH 2

This course is designed to further enhance world
language skills and to prepare students for living in
a global society. Spanish 2H offers a comprehensive
review of the grammatical structure of the Spanish
language learned in the first year of Spanish. The
focus is on developing and increasing skill levels in
the areas of aural comprehension, speaking, reading,
and writing. The students learn to describe
situations in the present, past, and near future
tenses. A greater emphasis will be placed on
speaking and writing areas of the language.

At the end of the course, students will have an
intermediate understanding of grammar, including
sentence formation, complex verb conjugations, and
idiomatic expressions. This course is taught in
Spanish. Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation, successful completion of a
placement test, and requires departmental
approval.
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SPANISH 3

In Spanish 3, students continue to expand their
vocabulary and deepen their understanding of
grammar through engaging texts, authentic videos,
and interactive activities. Emphasis is placed on
developing greater confidence and fluency in both
spoken and written communication. Students will
learn to express themselves using more complex
grammar structures as they discuss their daily lives,
personal experiences, and the world around them.
Students are expected to read, speak, and respond
to different situations presented in class. The class
is taught primarily in Spanish with emphasis placed
on sentence structure and comprehension to
communicate thoughts and ideas.

HONORS SPANISH 3

This course offers an intensive review of the basic
structures of Spanish. Class is conducted primarily in
Spanish with activities designed to practice and
consolidate all language skills: listening, speaking,
reading, and writing. Cultural readings are used to
expand vocabulary, stimulate discussion, and
broaden students’ understanding of the Hispanic
world. Emphasis is placed on oral and written
communication. Successful completion of Honors
Spanish 2 or Spanish 2 plus departmental approval
and the passing of a placement test are required for
enrollment in this course.

SPANISH 4

This course is designed to reinforce and expand the
Spanish language skills the student has acquired

in the first three years of language instruction. In
this course, students should improve their ability to
manipulate not only the basic structures of Spanish,
but more idiosyncratic and sophisticated structures
as well. Special attention is given to vocabulary
enrichment, literary and cultural readings, oral
discussions, and writing. This course is taught in
Spanish. Successful completion of Spanish 3 is a
prerequisite for enrollment in this course.
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HONORS SPANISH 4

This course will focus on building interpersonal,
interpretive, and presentational skills in Spanish at
the ACTFL Novice-High/Intermediate-Low level.
Advanced structures and vocabulary will be
introduced as tools for utilizing the language in more
complex situations, and authentic journalistic,
literary, film, and artistic materials will be at the
center of each thematic unit. The course will
culminate in a creative project that focuses on
presentational reading and writing. This class will
be taught 85-90%+ in Spanish and full participation
in the target language is a requirement. Successful
completion of Honors Spanish 3 and departmental
approval are required for enrollment in this course.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT:

SPANISH LANGUAGE AND CULTURE

This course is designed for students with very strong
interpersonal, interpretive, and presentational skills
in Spanish. Throughout the course, emphasis will be
placed on honing real-world communication skills
through the further development of linguistic and
cultural competencies, and extensive interaction
with authentic resources. Development of analytical
writing skills will be crucial to the course.

This class will be taught 95%+ in Spanish and full
participation in the target language is a requirement.
Over the course of the year, students will work to
bring their Spanish skills within the ACTFL
Intermediate-Mid and Advanced-Low level range.

Successful completion of Honors Spanish 4 and
departmental approval are required for enrollment
in this course. Students are expected to sit for the
AP Exam.



JAPANESE 1

By the end of this course, students will be able to
read and write the two phonetic alphabets of
Japanese, as well as approximately 15 kanji
(Chinese) characters. The four basic language
skills are taught, but speaking is given the most
emphasis. Cultural aspects of the language and
country are also emphasized through short readings
and the use of video. Students learn cultural
aspects of Japanese through field trips and hands-
on experiences. There are also opportunities to
interact with Japanese students who attend the
Keio Academy in Purchase, New York.

JAPANESE 2

Students continue to build upon what they learned
in Japanese 1. They also continue to learn kanji
(Chinese characters) and build on the vocabulary
and grammar learned during Japanese 1. This is
done through thematic units focusing on dating,
travel, high school rules and regulations, and talking
about family. Cultural aspects of the language and
country continue to be emphasized in the course
through field trips and hands-on experiences.

JAPANESE 3

Students continue to learn vocabulary, kaniji,

and more advanced grammatical skills through
dialogues, readings, and listening activities. The
thematic units covered during the year include
giving opinions, Kabuki, vacation plans, and talking
about illness. Students are expected to do longer
and more detailed writing, and we begin to
incorporate authentic material to supplement the
textbook. Culture continues to play an integral part
of this course.

HONORS JAPANESE 4

By the end of Japanese 4, students will have
learned close to 200-250 kaniji characters. They
continue to learn through thematic units. However,
reading plays a more important role in this class as
we continue to read semi-authentic materials.

The students are expected to communicate in
Japanese in class, and the majority of the class time
will be conducted in Japanese. Culture is
emphasized through field trips and hands-on
experiences.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.
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Mathematics

ALGEBRA 1 FOUNDATIONS

This fundamental course covers the properties of
number systems, factoring, simplifying and
combining fractions, functions and graphs, and

equations with real-number solutions. It emphasizes

the appropriate use of calculators and clear
communication of mathematical ideas. Classroom
practice reinforces concepts and skills.

ALGEBRA 1

Algebra 1 introduces students to variables,
algebraic expressions, equations, inequalities,
functions, and all their multiple representations.
In this class, students will develop the ability to

explore and solve real-world application problems.

This course also covers polynomials and quadratic
equations.

HONORS ALGEBRA 1

This course stresses the ability to use algebra with
skill and understanding. It provides practice in
applying the basic concepts and seeks to hone
problem-solving skills. In addition to approaching
the concepts of Algebra 1 more sophisticatedly,
systems of equations and trigonometry are
emphasized. Entry into this class is based on
teacher recommendation and requires
departmental approval.

GEOMETRY FOUNDATIONS

This fundamental course covers elements of
geometry, angle relationships, parallel lines and
planes, similar geometric figures and their
applications, coordinate geometry, area, and
volume. Algebraic skills are reviewed and
strengthened. Classroom practice reinforces
concepts and skills.

GEOMETRY

Geometry introduces students to the traditional
topics of Euclidean plane geometry — elements
of geometry, angle relationships, parallel lines and
planes, similar geometric figures and their
applications, constructions, coordinate geometry
(methods and proofs), area, and volume. Algebraic
skills are reviewed and strengthened.
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HONORS GEOMETRY

This course in Euclidean plane geometry covers
space and coordinate geometry in detail. A major
objective is to provide students an opportunity to
think critically and creatively while writing

formal proofs. Within this structure algebra skills
are strengthened and reviewed. Topics include
inductive and deductive reasoning, logic, volumes
of complex solids, and those topics listed under
Euclidean Plane Geometry.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

ALGEBRA 2 FOUNDATIONS

Algebra 2 Foundations continues the study of
algebra by introducing quadratic functions, linear
and quadratic equations, sequences, and series.
Classroom practice reinforces concepts and skills.

ALGEBRA 2

Algebra 2 continues the study of algebra by
introducing quadratic functions, linear and
guadratic equations, conic sections, sequences,
and series.

HONORS ALGEBRA 2

This course covers the same algebra topics as the
standard section, but with greater sophistication
and the addition of trigonometry. Topics in
trigonometry include functions, circular functions,
graph identities, and solutions of triangles with
practical and physics applications, sequences,
series, and exponential and logarithmic functions.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation, entrance assessment, and
requires departmental approval.

PRECALCULUS

Precalculus is recommended for students who wish
to continue their studies in mathematics but need to
proceed at a pace slower than that of the honors
section. It includes a review and extension of
geometry, trigonometry, conic sections, and
elementary functions: polynomial, rational,
trigonometric, exponential, and logarithmic.



HONORS PRECALCULUS

This course prepares students for a formal college-
level calculus course. Necessary skills in algebra and
trigonometry are developed and expanded. Half the
year is spent in studying elementary functions —
polynomial, rational, trigonometric, exponential, and
logarithmic. Other topics include sequences, series,
the limits of a function, conic sections, graphs in
three-space, and an introduction to calculus
(derivatives, area as a limit, integrals). A graphing
calculator, TI-84 or equivalent, is required.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

CALCULUS

This course is designed for students thinking of
majoring in business, economics, or other social
sciences. It will introduce the basic concepts of
calculus such as limits, continuity, differentiation,
integration, maximization, minimization, and partial
derivatives with an emphasis on applications to the
social sciences, business, and economics. A graphing
calculator, T1-83/84 or equivalent, is required.

COLLEGE MATHEMATICS

This course allows seniors to reinforce or relearn
pertinent topics in algebra and geometry in
preparation for successful completion of a core
college algebra course. This is NOT a substitute for
Algebra 2 or PreCalculus. This course is for seniors
only. Algebra 2 is a prerequisite.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CALCULUS: AB & BC
These two AP courses cover the topics of first (AB)
and second (BC) semester college-level courses in
differential and integral calculus, functions, and
analytical geometry. A graphing calculator, TI-84 or
equivalent, is required.

Successful completion of Honors PreCalculus and
departmental approval are required for enrollment
in this class. Students are expected to sit for the AP
Exam.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT STATISTICS

This course introduces students to the major
concepts and tools for collecting, analyzing, and
drawing conclusions from data. Students are
exposed to four broad conceptual themes:

1. Exploring Data: Describing patterns and
departures from patterns

2. Sampling and Experimentation: Planning and
conducting a study

3. Anticipating Patterns: Exploring random
phenomena using probability and simulation

4. Statistical Inference: Estimating population
parameters and testing hypotheses

Successful completion of Algebra 2 and
departmental approval are required for enrollment
in this class. Students are expected to sit for the
AP Exam.

Mathematics Elective

PERSONAL FINANCE

In this course, students will explore personal
finances, learn how to better manage their
money, learn how to break even, and begin
building a business. Students will be assessed
through projects to practice their understanding
of financial concepts such as Saving vs. Spending,
Student Loans, and Entrepreneurship. In this course,
students will put their general knowledge to the
test and see how far they can stretch a dollar.
Offered Spring Term

12 Mathematics & Math Elective



Performing Arts

THEATER AND ACTING

ACTING

This course will help students develop the
necessary skills to be on stage and in front of the
camera by using improvisation exercises, written
scenes, and monologues. Students will also create
original material to use for performance. This course
is not only for students wanting to be “actors” but
for students who want to alleviate public speaking
nerves, strengthen their ability to collaborate, and
just tap into the brain’s creative side.

Offered Winter and Spring Terms

PAGE TO STAGE - GLOBAL CURRENT AFFAIRS
This student-driven course will combine elements of
playwriting and history. In the first marking period,
students will explore topics in history and begin the
process of crafting scripts. The second marking
period will see the class work on creating a
performance based on their written words and study
of history.

No acting experience is necessary to enroll in the
class. Offered Winter Term

PLAYWRITING

Through a series of scene writing exercises,
students are introduced to the concepts of dramatic
structure and dialogue for the stage. Additionally,
the workshop style of the course creates an ongoing
opportunity for playwrights to share their work and
constructively respond to that of their peers. Each
student will complete a one-act play by the end of
the term. Offered Winter Term
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DANCE

DANCE CONCERT COMPANY CLASS

This full-year class focuses on learning and
developing techniques in multiple dance styles,
performance art, composition, choreography, and
reconstruction. A repertoire of original and existing
pieces will be prepared for the Dance Concert,
Studio Showings, and other performance
opportunities.

The Dance Team will grow out of this class.

DANCE LAB

This class will introduce basic techniques in
movement, dance, and choreography. Students will
have a chance to explore a variety of genres and
styles, and the works of notable choreographers and
movement artists. They will also have the
opportunity to create their own works through
reconstruction and other choreographic methods.
Offered Fall and Spring Terms

CHOREOGRAPHY AND COMPOSITION

Choreography examines different choreographers,
dance styles, and genres so students can emulate
and create their pieces. Performance opportunities
may be available if the class expresses interest.
Offered Fall and Spring Terms

STRENGTH AND CONDITIONING

This course is designed to improve muscular
strength, endurance, mobility/flexibility, and aerobic
and anaerobic capacity. Topics covered may also
include injury prevention and athletic development,
improved performance, healthy lifestyle
development, and gym safety. The course starts by
building a foundational understanding of movement,
then develops weight-based movements. Finally,

it moves on to more advanced programs based on
student interests. Offered Winter Term




MUSIC

CHORUS

The Harvey Upper School Chorus singers perform in
the winter and spring concerts, plus other
performance opportunities that may arise. Students
enhance their abilities to sing in tune, sing harmony,
read musical notation, and interpret music
sensitively. Daily warm-ups improve diction,
agreement of vowels within the group, and vocal
range. Repertoire includes music from folk, popular,
and traditional choral canon of “classical” pieces. As
is appropriate for any school setting, religious texts
of various kinds may be studied and performed.
Arrangements of Broadway music and jazz may also
be incorporated.

BAND

Upper School Band is a full-year course in which
students develop advanced individual and ensemble
musicianship through the study of orchestral and
band music, transcriptions, and arrangements. Styles
include anything from early Renaissance to recent
jazz and pop. The course requires outside practice,
and students should have prior study with a private
teacher.

MUSIC PRODUCTION

Music production is a term-contained course that is
open to students interested in producing music
using either Soundtrap or their own software.
Students will learn the basics of song form,
recording, editing, and composing both live and
digital sounds. Students in Music Production will be
expected to collaborate across disciplines through
cross-curricular projects with other departments.
Students do not need prior musical experience to
take this class. Offered Fall and Spring Terms

Science

SCIENCE TRAJECTORIES

Science Trajectories is an immersive and challenging
ninth-grade science program developed by the
Harvey faculty. It is designed to inspire scientific
inquiry, provide a rich and positive scientific
experience for our students, generate passion for
the sciences, and showcase the dynamic teaching
that takes place in the Harvey science department.
With a focus on core scientific principles and
unifying themes, the Trajectories program seeks to
lay a solid foundation of high school-level science
while inspiring individual interest in the various
disciplines offered at the higher levels of science
at Harvey. The curriculum is co-taught by five
members of the science department. Students will
progress through five units of study, designed by
the teaching faculty themselves, to explore the
various disciplines and core fundamentals that
science demands. Each unit of study will be taught
by a specific member of the department during
each marking period. In the final marking period,
students will participate in a project designed to
deepen their connection to the fundamentals of
science, explore their own interests, and foster
scientific commitment and dedication. At the end
of the Trajectories program, students will then be
guided into the field of science that best fits their
goals and aspirations, and an individual course of
study will be determined for their path through the
sciences at Harvey.

BIOLOGY

Biology, the study of living things, is a course that
gives students a strong background in the structure
and functions of molecules, cells, organ systems,
genetics, ecology, evolution, and human impact on
terrestrial and aquatic biomes. Lectures and
discussions are supplemented by labs and
demonstrations relevant to the topics being studied.
Students are graded on homework, quizzes, tests,
lab reports, and projects.

14 Performing Arts/ Science



HONORS BIOLOGY

This course is an accelerated and intensified version
of the regular biology course. Classwork and labs
emphasize the quantitative and technical processes
of biology.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT BIOLOGY

This course is open to students who have
demonstrated exceptional aptitude in biology and
chemistry. The course follows the standard AP
Biology curriculum set up by the College Board. The
course involves a great deal of reading, and labs
include experimentation in genetics, DNA, and
environmental chemistry. Lab reports must be
completed in the standard scientific paper format.
Successful completion of Chemistry and Biology are
prerequisites for this course.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval. Students are expected to sit for the
AP Exam.

CHEMISTRY

Chemistry is presented primarily conceptually, with
some aspects of the course addressed
quantitatively. Specific areas of study are atomic
structure, quantum mechanics, chemical
nomenclature, reaction types, gas laws, acid-base
chemistry, and the numerous applications of the
periodic table.

HONORS CHEMISTRY

This introductory course is open to motivated
students with solid mathematical skills. The entire
syllabus seeks to answer the three fundamental
qguestions in chemistry: What is it? How much? Will it
react and, if so, how fast? Emphasis is placed on the
quantitative approach, with reinforcement through
laboratory investigation.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT CHEMISTRY

This course is designed to be the equivalent to a
first-year college chemistry course. Topics taught in
general chemistry will be studied in greater depth,
while aspects not covered will be explored. Topics
to be introduced include: stoichiometry,
thermochemistry, gas laws, quantum theory,
molecular geometry, kinetics, solution equilibria,
and electrochemistry. A quantitative approach will
be stressed, though experience in descriptive
chemistry will supplement the students’ back-
ground. The numerous required labs will be
evaluated on precise reporting and accurate
documentation. Successful completion of
Chemistry and Algebra 2 are prerequisites for this
course. Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval. Students are expected to sit for the

AP Exam.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

The AP Environmental Science course is designed to
be the equivalent of a one-semester, introductory
college course in environmental science, through
which students engage with the scientific principles,
concepts, and methodologies required to under-
stand the natural world. Students taking this course
will identify and analyze natural and human-made
environmental problems, evaluate the relative risks
associated with these problems, and examine
alternative solutions for resolving or preventing
them. Four big ideas serve as the foundation for this
course: energy transfer, interactions between Earth
systems, interactions between different species and
the environment, and sustainability. This
environmental science course is interdisciplinary,
incorporating topics from geology, biology,
environmental studies, chemistry, and geography.
Students taking this course will also have the
opportunity to engage in laboratory and fieldwork
investigations focused on designing experiments,
collecting data, applying mathematical methods,
and refining explanations and predictions.
Successful completion of Biology and Chemistry
are prerequisites for this course. Entry into this
class is based on teacher recommendation and
requires departmental approval. Students are
expected to sit for the AP Exam.




PHYSICS

Physics places a strong emphasis on the scientific
method, data collection and evaluation, graphical
analysis, and applying basic mathematical skills to
scientific principles. Additional areas of study
include forces and motion, energy and systems,
states of matter, sound and waves, optics,
electricity, and magnetism. Laboratory work and
various student projects are required.

HONORS PHYSICS

Honors Physics covers the same topics as
Physics, but the course does require a more
in-depth treatment of topics with a greater
emphasis on mathematical analysis. Laboratory
work and various student projects are required.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT PHYSICS 1

AP Physics 1 is an algebra-based, introductory
college-level physics course. Students cultivate their
understanding of physics through inquiry-based
investigations as they explore topics such as
Newtonian mechanics (including rotational motion);
work, energy and power; mechanical waves and
sound; and introductory, simple circuits.

Successful completion of Physics and Algebra 2 are
prerequisites for this course. Entry into this class is
based on teacher recommendation and requires
departmental approval. Students are expected to
sit for the AP Exam.

ROBOTICS

This is a full-year course in which students will
learn to design, construct, program, and drive
robots using VEX EDR robotics kits and the RobotC
programming language. Emphasis will be placed

on task-oriented hardware and software design,
durability, and flexibility.

ROBOTICS 2

Robotics 2 is a full-year, project-based course
that aspires to help students learn principles of
engineering through robot design. Students
develop problem-solving skills, reasoning, and
creative thought processes through an engaging,
hands-on curriculum. Areas of emphasis include:
project and time management, robot design,
technical writing, programming, and mechanical
engineering concepts. Students build on the
fundamentals learned in Robotics 1 and will design,
construct, code, and document larger systems.
Advanced skills include: pneumatics, encoder
motor controls, autonomous and driver control
programming, sensors, and drive trains. Robotics 1
is a prerequisite for this course.

HONORS ROBOTICS COMPETITION

Students will continue to use the VEX Robotics
design system, with an emphasis on programming
skills and on use of sensors to develop competition
robots for VEX EDR competitions. Students will also
work throughout the year to develop a second robot
designed to compete in the CREATE U.S.
ROBOTICS OPEN. There will be an emphasis on
mechatronic principles, integration of VEX PRO
parts, and the use of Autodesk Inventor and CAD to
design 3-D printed parts. Robotics 2 is a
prerequisite for this course.
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Science Electives

ANIMAL BEHAVIOR

In this term-contained course, students will explore
core biological and evolutionary concepts and how
they apply to animals in our natural world. Students
will investigate and observe how animals engage in
innate vs. learned behaviors, mating rituals, parental
care, as well as inter and intraspecies interactions.
Social structures, feeding relationships, and

animal welfare and conservation will also be
discussed throughout the course. Field work and
observations both on and off-campus will be a
source of data collection and analysis. Students will
also have the opportunity to participate in a local
field trip to a wolf conservancy.

Offered Fall Term

ECOLOGY AND SUSTAINABILITY

In this course, students will explore how ecosystems
change over time, and how ecosystem resources are
allocated and restored. Students will study the
biogeography of both local and global ecosytems,
with a focus on how abiotic and biotic factors
interact in their environment. A focus will be placed
on local native and invasive species, as well as on
solutions for reducing non-native species to
preserve biodiversity. Students will develop
sustainable solutions for real-world problems, such
as water availability and nutrient depletion, through
field work both on and off campus. As part of this
course, students will utilize the newly built
greenhouse to conduct experiments, and will model
both open and closed ecosystems in the classroom.
Offered Spring Term
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ETHICAL PATIENT CARE

This is an elective course where students will learn
how to assess and evaluate patient vital signs,
perform patient transfers, and learn about routine
and emergency medical procedures. Students will
learn about patient’s rights around issues like data
privacy and autonomy. Additionally, as a class we
will discuss ethical concerns regarding triage, organ
allocation, and physician-assisted suicide. As a part
of this course, the entire class will volunteer at a
local charity event, such as a breast cancer
awareness walk, to connect classroom concepts

to the real world. This class is ideal for anyone
interested in the medical field or ethics.

Offered Winter Term

OUTDOOR EDUCATION

In this course, students will learn key skills and ideas
to help build a healthy and responsible relationship
with our natural world. Students will learn basic
wilderness safety, survival skills, outdoor
preparation, and the importance of “leave no trace.”
They will use the Harvey campus as their classroom
whenever possible and may travel off campus for
longer outings. Students will be assessed in a variety
of ways, including field skill application, in-class
assessments, trip planning, and participation.
Offered Spring Term




INTRODUCTION TO CAD - ARCHITECTURE AND
ENGINEERING

This hands-on, project-based course will introduce
students to the foundational tools and concepts
used in computer-aided design (CAD) for both
architectural and engineering applications. Students
will gain experience with industry-standard CAD
software such as AutoCAD (possibly Onshape or
AutoDesk Fusion) and Revit Architecture, learning
essential drawing commands, design techniques,
and how to produce professional engineering
documents. Students will develop 3D modeling and
rendering skills using tools like Google SketchUp
and 3ds Max to bring designs to life. The course also
covers the preparation of construction documents,
including foundation plans, detail drawings, and
written specifications. The course will use design
projects to help students learn architectural
principles, space planning, and the creation of
detailed architectural drawings - including floor
plans, elevations, and building sections. It will

also introduce key engineering concepts, such as
structural systems and building codes. The course
will also cover basic project management topics like
budgeting, scheduling, and cost estimation.

THIS IS A FULL-YEAR COURSE

INTRODUCTION TO SPORTS MEDICINE

This introductory Sports Medicine course provides
students with a hands-on exploration of injury
prevention, evaluation, rehabilitation, and human
performance within athletics and healthcare.
Students will learn foundational concepts in sports
medicine while developing skills in critical thinking,
communication, patient-centered care, and
emergency response. The course emphasizes the
role of the sports medicine professional in helping
athletes not only recover from injury, but return

to activity safely, confidently, and at their highest
potential. Through interactive labs, real-world case
scenarios, and practical applications, students will
gain exposure to the physical, psychological, and
ethical aspects of caring for active individuals. This
course is designed to inspire curiosity in healthcare,
athletic training, rehabilitation, and related medical
professions while promoting leadership, empathy,
and evidence-based decision making.

Offered Winter Term

Social Studies & History

HISTORY 9: GLOBAL STUDIES

Ninth grade history is designed to develop a solid
understanding of the geography, culture, history,
economies, and present challenges facing the
Middle East, Africa, Asia, Australasia, and South
America. Skills emphasized throughout the year
include reading comprehension, writing, note taking,
quiz and test taking, critical thinking, and research.
Reading is required almost every night from a
variety of sources that range from primary sources
to textbooks. Understanding themes and being able
to pull out key information from the reading is a skill
that students learn and practice. Students develop
an accurate note-taking system from lectures with
the help of board work, as well as study techniques
for unit exams. Students also learn how to take a
concept and apply it back to the historical context
with heavy emphasis on writing, as this will allow
them to be more successful in future courses.

HISTORY 9: HONORS GLOBAL STUDIES

This course explores the same regions as the
standard course, but it is much more reading-and
writing-intensive. The ability to read, write, and
work independently are primary expectations.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

HISTORY 10: MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY

In this class, students study the origins of Western
thought and the influences that the past has had

on modern social customs, political traditions, and
cultures. Students explore the Renaissance and the
Reformation, the age of revolutions, and the growth
of industrialism, imperialism, and the political
ideologies that led to two world wars.
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HISTORY 10: HONORS MODERN

EUROPEAN HISTORY

Similar to the standard section, students examine
the rise of Western Civilization from the Age of

the Greeks and the Romans to World Wars | and

Il. Students are required to read from the textbook
and primary documentation throughout the year.
Students are expected to analyze and critique these
documents for deeper historical relevance. Reading
and writing assignments are more extensive and
students are introduced to document-based
questions. Students who are successful in this class
are recommended for AP American History.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation, and requires departmental
approval.

HISTORY 11: AMERICAN HISTORY

This class is a survey course designed to introduce
students to the basic elements and themes of
United States history. During the fall trimester,
students view the rise of colonial America, the
Revolutionary War, the Constitutional Period, the
era of Jeffersonian Republicans, and the Age of
Jackson. During the winter trimester, students
study western expansion, the Civil War era,
industrialization, and Imperialism. The spring
trimester is dedicated to the study of the 20th
century and includes both World Wars, the Great
Depression, the Cold War, and domestic issues of
the 1950s, 60s, and 70s.
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HISTORY 11: HONORS AMERICAN HISTORY
Honors United States History is designed for
students who wish to take Advanced Placement
courses during their senior year of study but may
not be ready for the rigors of AP as juniors. Students
are asked to think in a more critical manner and are
introduced to document-based questions. The text,
The American Pageant, is the same work used by
Advanced Placement students. Workloads include
writing daily assighments, extended papers, and the
advancement of critical thinking skills. The course
will cover America’s history fully; examining the
1700s and early 1800s during the fall, the Civil War
and Industrial Transformation during the winter,
and the modern 20th century from both a domestic
and global interest during the spring. Entry into this
class is based on teacher recommendation, and
requires departmental approval.

Social Studies & History Electives

ADVANCED PLACEMENT EUROPEAN HISTORY
This course is a chronological survey of European
history from the Renaissance to World War Il.
Particular emphasis is placed on the emergence of
the nation-state, competition among the European
states, the emergence of political parties, and the
rise of modern ideologies. Students are expected to
read and review a serious historical work
approximately every four weeks. Entry into this
class is based on teacher recommendation and
requires departmental approval. Students are
expected to sit for the AP Exam.

HISTORY 11: ADVANCED PLACEMENT
AMERICAN HISTORY

This class is designed to help students achieve
college credit in the study of American history.
Students are expected to complete work over the
summer vacation and during breaks throughout the
academic year. The course demands that students
write constantly, with biweekly unit exams,
document-based questions, abstracts, and graded
oral discussions. The class covers American history
from 1600 to 1990. Entry into this class is based on
teacher recommendation and requires
departmental approval. Students are expected to
sit for the AP Exam.




ADVANCED PLACEMENT MACROECONOMICS
The AP Macroeconomics course will provide
students a thorough understanding of the principles
of economics that apply to an economic system as a

whole. The course places particular emphasis on the

study of national income and price-level
determination and also develops students’
familiarity with economic performance measures,
the financial sector, stabilization policies, economic
growth, and international economics. Students will
be required to read a substantial amount of
information and have the ability to analyze multiple
sources to find a solution to an economic problem.
Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval. Students are expected to sit for the

AP Exam.

AMERICAN JUSTICE: COURT CASES THAT
CHANGED AMERICAN CULTURE

Over the years, several landmark Supreme Court
cases have had a profound and lasting impact,
significantly influencing the interpretation of the
Constitution, and transforming aspects of American
society. Other court decisions that changed
American Culture often involved constitutional
interpretations that set new standards, expanded
rights, or addressed pressing social issues. These
decisions have had a profound impact on the rights
and freedoms of individuals, contributing to the
ongoing evolution of a more inclusive and
rights-oriented society. Students are challenged

to think critically about historical events, and the
social and political issues addressed in case studies.
Students will develop a deeper understanding of
the legal system and its impact on society.

Offered Winter Term

ANTHROPOLOGY: THE STUDY OF US

In this course, we will explore what it means to be
human, culturally and socially. Students will study
human diversity, cultural practices, belief systems,
and social structures. Through projects, discussions,
and observation, students will learn how
anthropologists study people and culture.

Offered Fall Term

ARCHEOLOGY: UNEARTHING HISTORY

This introductory course explores how
archaeologists study material remains of the past.
Emphasis is placed on interpretation of artifacts,
how humans adapt to their environment, develop
technology, and organize throughout history.
Students will study a range of archaeological sites
from ancient civilizations to modern historical
periods. Offered Spring Term

CULTURE AND SOCIETY: CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGY

Cultural Anthropologists study the human
experience by learning how cultures form and
function. In this course, students will explore
social norms, power structures, language, and
everyday practices from around the world. This
course emphasizes how culture unites people
despite our differences. Through case studies and
guided discussions, students will learn how diverse
cultures emerge from human needs.

Offered Winter Term

ECONOMICS

This full-year course provides an overview of both
micro and macro concepts. The course of study
attempts to answer questions that interest
professional economists today: Why do some
businesses succeed while others fail? What causes
poverty? How does the American economy compare to
the rest of the world? Where do our taxes go?
Particular attention is paid to how the economy
works in the real world. The overall goals of the
course are both academic and practical, allowing
students to gain the economic tools that will be
useful for them in their college years.
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THE HISTORY OF AMERICAN MUSIC AND ITS
EFFECT ON AMERICAN CULTURE

American music has played a significant role in
shaping the musical landscape of the 20th Century
and beyond. Students will understand the musical
evolution of the genre and learn the social and
cultural impact it has had on society. The course
will cover the origins of American music, including
its roots in African American genres such as blues,
jazz, and swing music. It will also explore the genre's
evolution over time, into soul, Motown, and rock
and roll, from the British Invasion to the emergence
of hard rock and New Wave. Students will develop
an understanding of American music as a cultural
and artistic phenomenon, and its impact on society.
Offered Fall Term

INTRODUCTION TO SPORT AND EXERCISE
PSYCHOLOGY

This course will introduce the students to
sport/physical activity from the standpoint of
psychological aspects contributing to participation
and associated psychological outcomes of the
participation. The course will examine psychological
theories and research, as well as how they are
applied to sports/physical activity and affect
behaviors and outcomes. Additionally, the course
will consider how individual and environmental
factors shape these outcomes. Offered Fall Term
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Visual Arts

3D STUDIO 1

This course is an introduction to working in 3D,
using the Elements and Principles of Design as
they relate to sculpture. It will emphasize the
translation of 2D ideas into 3D forms as students
explore creating in dimensional space. Using a
variety of media and techniques, such as clay, wire,
wood, plaster, and recycled materials, students will
respond to a range of sculptural challenges
designed to expand their knowledge of materials
and their understanding of working in 3D space.
Emphasis is placed on developing skills in creative
thinking, problem solving, drawing, and
craftsmanship, accompanied by a basic
understanding of sculpture through history.
Additionally, students will learn how to critique
their sculptures and accept criticism and advice
from fellow students and the teacher. Participation
in class discussions and critiques enables the
students to reflect on their work and artistic
development. No prior experience required or
expected. This class is a prerequisite for taking 3D
Studio 2. Offered Fall Term

CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS

Students will learn about traditional and
contemporary crafts to produce art objects that are
both functional and decorative. Students will
explore the tools and techniques used by many
cultures. Projects might include: embroidery,
knitting, weaving, felting, mosaics, tie-dye,
jewelry-making techniques, and marbling.

Offered Fall and Winter Terms

CERAMICS

Ceramics will introduce students to various ceramic
art forms and techniques. Students will learn the
basics of crafting, firing, and glazing clay work while
simultaneously studying examples of historical art.
Students will create files, vessels, learn the pottery
wheel, and eventually make small sculptures.
Offered Each Term



3D STUDIO 2

This course builds upon the skills and techniques
learned in 3D Studio 1, and is for students who
want to advance their skills and techniques in
various 3D media. With a clear understanding of
the Elements and Principles of Design as related to
3D art, acquired from the previous class, the
importance of this class will be to build on that
foundation with further exploration in modeling
and carving, plus new exploration of assemblage
and casting. An additional emphasis will be placed
on the development of a personal style. The class
will consist of in-class projects along with possible
homework assignments that will supplement the
in-class work. Offered Spring Term

ADVANCED PLACEMENT ART & DESIGN

The AP Art and Design program consists of three
different courses and AP Portfolio Exams
corresponding to college and university foundations
courses:

e AP 2D Art and Design

e AP 3D Art and Design

e AP Drawing

Students create a portfolio of work to demonstrate
inquiry through art, design, and development of
materials, processes, and ideas over the course of a
year. Portfolios include works of art and design,
process documentation, and written information
about the work presented. In May, students submit
portfolios for evaluation based on specific

criteria, which include skillful synthesis of materials,
processes, and ideas, and sustained investigation
through practice, experimentation, and revision,
guided by questions. Students may choose to
submit any or all of the AP Portfolio Exams.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval. Students are expected to sit for the
AP Exam.

CREATIVE CONSTRUCTION

This course introduces students to fundamental tool
use, material awareness, and hands-on construction
practices. Working primarily in the art classroom,
with scheduled access to the theater shop for
specific demonstrations and supervised build
sessions, students will develop foundational skills
in measuring, cutting, joining, and assembling wood
and mixed materials. The course emphasizes tool
safety, responsible studio practice, and iterative
problem-solving. Students will complete a series of
small-scale construction projects designed to build
confidence with hand and power tools, understand
structural principles, and explore form through
making. Rather than functioning as a traditional
shop class, Creative Construction focuses on
developing creative fluency with tools as
extensions of artistic thinking. The goal is to
cultivate independence, spatial reasoning, and
practical craftsmanship that support sculpture,
installation, theater, and interdisciplinary work.
Offered Fall and Winter Terms

DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Digital Photo provides students with an introduction
to photography through the digital camera. Students
will learn the basics of operating the camera,
including aperture, shutter speed, and depth of field.
Students will explore contemporary concepts in
photography such as composition, color,

focal point, abstraction, portraiture, landscape,

and documentary. Students will be encouraged to
think deeply about their work through group
discussions and critiques.

Offered Fall and Spring Terms
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DRAWING

This course explores drawing as means of
expression and communication. Students increase
their understanding of visual language while
developing their ability to use that language
through drawing in the communication of ideas
and information. This course places an emphasis on
learning and applying the elements of design and
drawing from observation, using traditional
materials like pencil, charcoal ink, and pastel, while
introducing a variety of new media that can be used
to ‘draw’ with. This class (along with Painting, is a
prerequisite for Drawing and Painting 2).

Offered Fall Term

DRAWING AND PAINTING 2

This course builds upon the skills and techniques
learned in the Drawing and Painting courses, and is
for students who want to advance their skills and
techniques in various drawing and painting topics
and media. With students having a clear under-
standing of the Elements and Principles of Design
acquired from the previous class, the importance of
this class will be to build on that foundation

with further experimentation and exploration in
drawing and painting media. An additional
emphasis will be placed on the development of a
personal style. The class will consist of in-class
projects, along with homework assignments that
will supplement the in-class work. Drawing and
Painting classes are a prerequisite for this class.
Offered Spring Term

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.
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GRAPHIC DESIGN

In this course, students will learn the fundamentals
of graphic design through a variety of in-class
tutorials, exercises, and projects. They will be
introduced to a brief history of graphic design,
explore contemporary works, and use this
knowledge to form their own design sensibilities.
Students will learn the basics of Adobe Photoshop,
Illustrator, and Indesign to create projects such as
logos, packaging, and ads/posters, and will learn
to take digital photographs if needed as a
component for their projects. Long-term and
in-depth projects are encouraged!

Offered Spring Term

HONORS PORTFOLIO DESIGN

This is a full-year course for juniors and seniors
designed to prepare a portfolio of work for entrance
into an art or architecture program in college. It will
be taught similar to an AP Art class in that students
will pick a theme and create artwork with the intent
that each piece will go into a portfolio to help gain
entrance into college. All projects will be designed
to fill gaps in the student’s skills, experience, and
portfolio. Topics as diverse as ‘what is creativity,
opportunities in the art world, and day-to-day life
of an artist will be explored. Students will be
responsible for using a sketchbook to develop ideas
and concepts, developing the professional habit of
having a space to collect their creative thoughts. A
minimum of nine pieces (or time equivalent) must be
completed, which requires a commitment to
working at least one extra free slot per day, and
more at home. Entry into this class is based on
teacher recommendation and requires
departmental approval.




INTRODUCTION TO PHOTOSHOP

This course is designed to teach students everything
they need to know to make full use of Adobe
Photoshop, the industry-standard tool for digital
imaging. Adobe Photoshop is a powerful graphic
editing program that allows the student to create
and manipulate images for print, the web, and other
media. It has a tremendous breadth of uses ranging
from photography to graphic arts and illlustration.
The user can even paint with it. The skills developed
in this class will be useful to students throughout
their Harvey experience and beyond, whether
editing photos for a presentation, making digital
photo collages, or learning to paint digitally.

Offered Fall and Winter Terms

ADVANCED PHOTOSHOP

Advanced Photoshop is a course designed for
students who want to hone the skills they began
to build in Introduction to Photoshop. The course
assumes a basic understanding of the professional
Adobe software and some prior knowledge and
confidence working with it. Students will explore a
variety of possible ways to use the program through
pursuing self-directed, self-proposed projects that
are extended and more in-depth than in
Introduction to Photoshop. Prerequisite: B+ or
higher in Introduction to Photoshop.

Offered Spring Term

LEGO MASTERCLASS

This playful course is modeled after the TV show
Lego Masters, in which teams of amateur Lego
building enthusiasts go head-to-head to produce
creations according to specific themes or challenges.
Students will be grouped into pairs or small teams
that will then be challenged to design and create
Lego sculptures that adhere to specific criteria. The
elements and principles of 3D art will be discussed
in relationship to the work produced in class during
group critiques. Offered Fall and Winter Terms

MINI MASTERPIECES:

MINIATURE ARCHITECTURE WORKSHOP

In this hands-on workshop, students will step into
the role of architect, designer, and builder to create
their own small-scale wooden structures. We'll
explore the fundamentals of architecture - from
form and proportion to structure and space - while
working with wood, basic tools, and model-making
techniques. Students will design and construct their
own miniature houses, learning how architects turn
ideas into physical forms. This class encourages
creativity, problem-solving, and a deeper
appreciation for the built environment, all on a scale
that fits in your hands. No prior building experience
required, just imagination, patience, and openness
to process! Offered Winter Term

PAINTING

This course explores all aspects of acrylic

painting. Students focus on learning a variety of
painting techniques; they also learn about value,
color, and composition, and how to apply them to
paint people, landscapes, still-lifes, and abstracts,
among many other possibilities. Various eras of
painting history will be explored and integrated into
lessons. Students apply lessons on composition and
design, color and conceptualization with the
possibility to explore other painting mediums
including: ink, watercolor, acrylic, oil, and mixed
media painting. Having previously taken Drawing
would be helpful, but not mandatory.

Offered Winter Term
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PRE-PORTFOLIO DESIGN

This is a yearlong course designed to prepare
students for the rigors of creating a portfolio of
artwork for college. This non-honors level course
will create an exploratory environment, designed to
introduce students to a variety of art-making
methods and materials, and in addition begin to
create work that is more personal. Students will
learn how to create small bodies of work that
respond to a thematic prompt. All projects will be
designed to fill gaps in the student’s skills and
experience. Students will also be introduced to
using a sketchbook to develop ideas and concepts
and begin developing the professional habit of
having a space to collect their creative thoughts.

A minimum of two very invested pieces must be
completed per trimester, which requires a
commitment to working at least one extra free slot
per day, and more at home.

Entry into this class is based on teacher
recommendation and requires departmental
approval.

STUDIO ART

This course is designed to enable students to
embrace art as a creative outlet and complement to
life. It will introduce them to a variety of art media
and techniques, including drawing, painting, mixed
media, and sculpture, through which their own
unique vision will begin to be revealed. Emphasis is
placed on developing imaginative solutions and
individual expression on 2D and 3D projects.
Offered Fall and Spring Terms

WATERCOLOR PAINTING

This painting course explores all aspects of
watercolor painting. Students focus on learning a
variety of watercolor techniques; using value, color,
and composition, and how to apply them to paint
different subjects including people, landscapes,
still-life. We will explore various eras of watercolor
history and integrate them into our lessons. Having
previously taken Drawing would be helpful but not
mandatory. Offered Spring Term
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YEARBOOK

This course is for those who want to take part in
creating The Cavalier yearbook, the permanent
keepsake of this year at The Harvey School.
Students will be honing their strengths in subjects
they already like, while gaining an introduction in
others. For example, students will be introduced to
the basics of graphic design through making layouts,
graphics, and typography. They will also be writing
up blurbs and captions, taking photos of school
events, and providing their own ideas for the book.

THIS IS A FULL-YEAR COURSE




Media Arts

BROADCASTING/RADIO/PODCASTING
Students in Broadcasting will run The Harvey
School radio. The class will choose music, conduct
interviews, promote events, and be in charge of the
24/7 internet radio. Students will run the station,
host their own podcasts, and film/edit short
content. Offered Each Term

FILMMAKING

From screenwriting to filming to editing. Students
will work through the entire filmmaking process.
Each student will write, direct, film, act in, and edit
a short movie. The class will cover concepts like
story, visual composition, and filming techniques.
Offered Spring Term

CINEMATOGRAPHY

Introduces students to the history of
cinematography. They will learn the origins of mov-
ies and study contemporary film. The class will learn
vocabulary pertaining to cinematography and how
to properly analyze a film scene.

Offered Fall Term

MEDIA STUDIES

In Media Studies, students study mass media, news,
journalism, marketing, and propaganda throughout
history. The course will explore questions such as,
“How do designers, writers, and creators influence us?”
“What is journalism?” and “How are we

marketed to?”

Offered Winter Term

VIDEO SKETCHES

This class will introduce students to all aspects of
the filmmaking process. Students will learn the
fundamentals of acting, writing, directing, and
editing movies. Students will write, storyboard,
and perform in original short films and sketches.
Offered Fall Term
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