How Education Decisions are made in Colorado

Federal ©

U.S. Congress
Provides federal education funding

o Schools and
Community

Teachers and Principals
Select instructional materials,
lesson plans; manage school
schedules

U.S. Department of Education
Sets national education expectations
and civil rights protections

School and District
Accountability Committees
Advise on school improvement,
spending priorities, and family
engagement

State

Colorado General Assembly
Passes state education
laws, appropriates funding

Colorado Board of Education
Sets state standards; holds schools and
districts accountable; adopts regulations

Local

Local Schools Boards
Decides curriculum, policies, and priorities

Colorado Department of Education
Supports schools and districts;
distributes funding and guidance
School Districts and Superintendents
Run school districts; carry out local board decisions

Most education decisions are made locally. While federal and state governments set broad rules and
requirement, local school boards and schools have the greatest influence on what happens in classrooms E%
every day, with parents and communities playing an important advisory role. \ 4
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