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PARKWAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL’S MISSION STATEMENT  

Parkway Elementary School provides a comprehensive educational program for children in grades Pre-K-5. 
We believe that learner-centered education places its focus on the needs of learners and inspires children 
to develop into responsible citizens and productive members of society. We believe an effective educational 
program enables students to master a body of knowledge and competencies. We believe that a nurturing, 
safe environment ensures physical and emotional well being, which enables individuals to reach their fullest 
potential. We believe that education is fostered through partnerships, which use teamwork to accomplish 
goals.  

PTA OFFICERS  
Courtney Lester​ ​ President  
Kaila King​ ​ ​ Vice-President  
Nicole Valenza ​​ ​ Treasurer  
Bailey Fritsch​ ​  ​ Secretary  
 

CENTRAL STAFF PERSONNEL  

 
Superintendent of Schools ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Dr. David Gentile  
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction ​ Ms. Kelli Eppley 
Business Administrator/Board Secretary​ ​ ​ Mr. Dennis Nettleton 
Director of Special Services, Grant Management & Innovation​ Ms. Maria Petsos  
Director of Elementary Education and Assessment​ ​ Mrs. Kelly Kawalek 
 
 

BOARD OF EDUCATION MEMBERS  
 

Mr. Michael S. Miller, President​​ ​ ​ ​ Ms. Elyse Carmichael Henderson 
Mrs. Nicole NW Harris, Vice President​ ​ ​ ​ Ms. Sandra Hereford-Crawley 
Mr. Daniel L. Angebranndt​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Ms. Sandra L. Herrington 
Mrs. Eve R. Bolden​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Mrs. Jennifer L. Miller 
Ms. Deborah A. Delutis 
 

SCHOOL SCHEDULE 

6:30 a.m. - CHAMPIONS - Before School Care Begins  
8:00 a.m. - Student Breakfast Program  
8:40 a.m. - Staff sign-in time  
8:45 a.m. - Drop off time for students  
8:45 a.m. - Children enter the building and report to class  
9:00 a.m. - Classes begin  
3:40 p.m. - Dismissal for bus students/Dismissal for K-5 walkers  
3:50 p.m. - Buses depart  
3:55 p.m. - Staff sign-out time  
3:40-6:00 p.m. - CHAMPIONS - After School Program 

 
 

 
TRAFFIC SAFETY  

 
Please help us to prevent the risk of serious injury by carefully adhering to all rules of traffic safety:  
1. All students should be dropped off and picked in the school parking lot only. Please do not put your 
child into a hazardous situation by dropping him/her off in an unauthorized or unsupervised area. 
Children should not be dropped off at a time when there is no supervision, prior to 8:45 a.m. This rule 
is only intended to ensure the safety of all students.  

 



       2. During drop-off do not leave your car unless it is legally parked in a parking space. You can not park 
along the yellow curb and leave your car there during drop-off.  
3. When picking up a child, always pull to the curb. Do not stop in the middle of the driveway or street to 
pick up or drop off a child.  
4. Do not stop to pick up a child until you have driven to the far end of the pick-up area directly behind 
the car ahead of you. Please maintain one lane of traffic in the school driveway.  
5. Do not park in the bus loading zones.  
6. Children are not permitted to cross the driveway unless accompanied by an adult.  
7. Acknowledge and obey the school safety patrols. Walking students have the right of way. 

CHAMPIONS - BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM  
Champions, a division of KinderCare Learning Companies, is pleased to provide their before- and 
after-school programs for The Ewing Public Schools.  Champions is designed to provide children with a 
safe, caring, fun, and enriching “home away from home” during their out- of- school-time hours.  Morning 
Care begins at 6:30 A.M. and ends at 8:45 A.M. After School Care begins at 3:40 P.M. and ends at 6:00 P.M.  
Please visit the district website for enrollment information. 

PARENT NOTIFICATION/REPORT CARD SCHEDULE  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DELAYED OPENING PROCEDURES  
10:30 a.m. – 3:40 p.m. Grades K-5  

The following plans have been developed in the event there is a need to delay the opening of school due 
to inclement weather or other emergency conditions:  

1.​ School Messenger will be implemented to call parents/guardians at their designated contact 
numbers.  

2.​ Information is provided on our school system’s general phone number 538-9800 and on our 
website. The phone system will announce any change in the schedule only if there is a change. 
There is no need to contact the individual school.  

3.​ All school openings will be delayed one and one-half hours from the normal starting time. Classes 
will be held from 10:30 a.m. to 3:40 p.m.  

4.​ Lunches will be served during the regular times  

HALF DAY SESSIONS  
9:00 a.m. - 1:40 p.m. Grades K-5  

Please note that on the last three days of school, dismissal will be at 1:10 p.m. 
 

EARLY CLOSINGS  
Inclement weather or other emergencies may cause school to close earlier than the regular 3:40 p.m. 
dismissal time. This decision is made by the Superintendent of Schools.  

 

 
Start – End Mid-Term Parent 

Notification Date 
Genesis 
Parent 
Access 

MP1 9/2 – 11/10 10/6 11/19 

MP2 11/11– 1/27 12/15 2/5 

MP3 1/28– 4/12 3/2 4/23 

MP4 4/13– End of 
Year 

5/14 6/18 



Parents/guardians should make contingency arrangements for their children in the event of an 
early school closing. Please review these plans with your child(ren) about where they should go in 
the event you are not at home.  

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE  
The Ewing Township Board of Education requires its students to attend school regularly in accordance 
with the laws of this state. Your child’s academic success and continuity of our instructional programs 
necessitate regular school attendance. Our policy is to notify you when unexcused absences reach 
four, eight, ten or more days.  

Children are EXCUSED from school for religious holidays, illness (doctor’s or parent/guardian notes must 
be sent to the main office within 10 days in order to excuse the absence or tardy, and notes must include 
reason of absence or tardy), death in the immediate family, and other reasons as deemed necessary in 
consultation between the parent/guardian and Principal. Parents/guardians whose children obtain 
excessive UNEXCUSED absences and/or tardies will be subject to I&RS review, mediation, and possible 
prosecution in Ewing Township Municipal Court.  

ABSENCES 609-538-9800 x5125  
Parents/ guardians are urged to call the nurse before 9:00 a.m. on the day of the child’s absence. For 
safety reasons, School Messenger will call the home of any child who does not report to school and who 
has not been called in as absent. The number to contact  is 538-9800 x5125 This number is in operation 24 
hours per day, please leave a message.  

TARDINESS  
A child is tardy if he/she arrives at school later than 9:05 a.m. When a child is tardy, he/she will report to 
the main office for sign-in and a pass to class. We request that parents/guardians make every effort to 
have their children arrive on time to school.  

 
EARLY DISMISSAL / PICK-UP.  

Parents/guardians must submit a note to the classroom teacher whenever an early dismissal is 
requested. This note should indicate the time, reason and date of request. Parents/guardians 
(over 18 years of age) must sign out the student with security at the main entrance BY 3:15PM to 
meet and sign out the student. .  

RESIDENCY OF STUDENTS  
Every child enrolled in the Ewing Public Schools is checked for valid residency. Our Attendance Officer, 
George Cahill (538-9800 x7184), is responsible for this procedure.  

Parents/guardians are requested to notify our main office and the registration office if there is a 
change of residency or telephone number to enable us to contact you. It is also important that any 
change in parent/guardian employment telephone numbers be noted in our records.  

SAFETY, SECURITY AND VISITORS  
For the safety and security of children and staff, all Parkway School visitors will be required to report to 
the security desk at the main entrance or the main office upon arrival to sign-in. Each visitor will be issued 
a badge which must be worn during the duration of his/her stay. No person who leaves the office area and 
remains on school property during the day will be exempt from this procedure.  
 

 
ADMISSION  

No child will be admitted to kindergarten unless they are five (5) years old by October 1st in the year when 
school entrance is requested, unless the child is transferring from another out of state public school.  

Children who register for entrance to school shall be required to have a birth certificate or its 
equivalent as proof of age and birth date. A certificate attesting to compliance with the immunization 
regulations of this district shall be supplied by the parent/guardian to the school.  

 

 

 



SCHOOL RULES 
Parkway School fosters a learning environment of mutual respect and cooperation. With the help 
of teachers and parents/guardians, children will assume responsibilities for contributing to a safe 
and secure school community.  
For learning to take place, children will be expected to regularly attend school and put forth their 
best efforts with their daily classroom activities. Our goal is to provide an environment in which 
children grow academically, socially, emotionally, and culturally. Therefore, no child will be permitted to 
interfere with the education of other children. 
 
Parkway children will be expected to follow our school’s 4R Choices: 
1. BE READY TO LEARN AND DO MY BEST WORK. 
2. BE RESPONSIBLE FOR MY ACTIONS AND MY CHOICES. 
3. BE RESPECTFUL TO EVERYONE I COME IN CONTACT WITH AND KEEP MY HANDS TO MYSELF IN ORDER 
TO BUILD POSITIVE RELATIONSHIPS. 
4. BE RESOURCEFUL AND GIVE HELP ANYTIME IT IS NEEDED.  

 
 

DRESS AND GROOMING (5511)  
Children may not wear clothing or engage in grooming practices that present a health or safety hazard 
to the individual pupil or to others; materially interfere with school work, create disorder, or disrupt the 
educational program; cause excessive wear or damage to school property; or prevent the pupil from 
achieving his or her own educational objectives because of blocked vision or restricted movement. The 
building Principal shall determine whether the dress or grooming of pupils falls within these guidelines.  

At all times, it is required that children dress appropriately. Shorts which are of appropriate length and 
properly worn will be permitted during warm weather. The belt area of pants must be worn at the waist. 
The following clothing may not be worn to school: cutoffs, short shorts, tank tops with spaghetti straps, 
tube tops, half shirts, sheer or see  
through clothing and flip-flops. Hats and sunglasses may not be worn in school (except for medical 
reasons). Also, clogs, pumps, high heels and shoes that provide no flexibility are unsafe for elementary 
children. Students should wear sneakers on days when they have physical education classes. Clothing, 
apparel and/or accessories which indicate affiliation with any gang associated with criminal activity 
are prohibited.  
 

TRANSPORTATION  
School Bus Transportation  
Parents/guardians are informed of the bus route to which their child has been assigned. Notification will 
include the stop location and pick-up time. Students are to ride the school bus to which they have been 
assigned. 
Students are not permitted to change buses, and students who are walkers will not be permitted to 
travel home on a bus with a bus-rider.  
 
Bus Safety  
▪ Quiet talking is permitted. Loud talking and shouting are not permitted.  
▪ Throwing of objects is not permitted.  
▪ Students must be seated at all times wearing seat belts.  
▪ When leaving the bus, the students should proceed immediately away from the bus.  
▪ Students should never retrieve paper or other objects that have fallen on the ground near the bus.  
▪ Students who cross in front of the bus should walk ten feet in front of the bus and LOOK at the driver 

for a signal to proceed.  
▪ Pushing and shoving are not permitted.  
▪ While waiting for the bus, students must remain off the roadway and must not run toward the bus as it 
approaches. 
▪ Older students are expected to be courteous and helpful to younger students.  
▪ Video cameras have been placed in each bus and will be used to monitor student behavior.  

 

 



ITEMS NOT PERMITTED IN SCHOOL  
Students are not permitted to have the following items in school unless given specific permission. 

●​ Cell Phones/Smart Watches/Personal Devices 
●​ Bicycles/Scooters 
●​ Skateboards 
●​ Gum 
●​ Candy 

CLASSROOM PARTIES / CELEBRATIONS  

It is important to make the majority of the snacks consumed at school nutritious. There are many healthy 
snacks that children love so we are supporting healthier foods to celebrate special holidays or birthdays. 
Additionally, any food items must be individually wrapped. The preferred option is to stay away from 
bringing in food altogether, which has the added advantage of not leaving out any children who have food 
allergies. Please consider non-food items that children love, like bubbles, stickers, tattoos, erasers, silly 
straws, and mini cans of Play-Doh.  

HEALTH OFFICE  
(609) 538-9800 x5125  

School Nurse’s Office  
Our school nurse, Ms. Julia Sorg is on duty every day. In case of accident or injury, first aid will be 
administered at the school. The nurse will then make necessary contact with the parent/guardian.  

Our school nurses, with the written permission from a personal physician, if ordered four times a day or 
more, can administer medications. This applies to over-the-counter and prescription medications. A form 
may be obtained from the health office. Medication must be provided by the parent/guardian in the 
original prescription container.  

CROSSING GUARD POSTS 
Children are required to obey the crossing guards and walk only when they are given the go ahead by 
the guards. Children must never cross at busy intersections without crossing guard/adult 
supervision. It is important that school and home stress this safety precaution. Crossing guards are 
provided by the Ewing Twp. Police Dept.  
 

FIRE DRILLS  
One fire drill and one emergency drill will be scheduled each month. All children will leave the 
building under the supervision and direction of their teachers when the alarm sounds. 

 
SCHOOL INSURANCE  

Accident insurance is made available to all students whose families wish to purchase it. Information is 
available through the Genesis Parent Portal. 

 
BREAKFAST PROGRAM  

Parkway School’s breakfast program is scheduled from September to June. All children are invited to 
have breakfast beginning at 8:00 a.m. in the cafetorium. Students will enter the cafetorium doors at that 
time and remain under the supervision of adults.  

 
LUNCH TIME RULES  

1. As the students arrive in the cafetorium, they will:  
● go directly to their assigned seats if they brought lunch  
● get in the lunch line when given permission if a lunch was ordered  
● purchase milk  

2. After children receive their lunches and purchase milk, they must remain seated until they are 
finished eating.  
3. Once students are finished eating, they will raise their hands to be excused by the lunch aides.  
4. Once given permission to throw their garbage away, students will get in line to be picked up by 
their classroom teacher or escorted outside for recess.  
5. Before being excused, all students will clean up debris on and under their seats.  

 



 
LUNCHES  

Rates for the 2026-2027 school lunch program: 
Description Breakfast Lunch Milk 

Elementary Schools $2.10 $3.35 $0.75 

Middle School $2.15 $3.50 - 

High School $2.20 $3.60 - 

Adult Meals $3.00 $5.00 - 

Reduced Price (All Schools) TBD TBD - 

 
CHILD STUDY TEAM  

The Child Study Team reviews students who have been referred for evaluation due to a possible 
learning disability or a psychological need. A member of the professional staff or a parent/guardian 
may recommend children for evaluation.  

Once a referral is made, it must be reviewed and signed by a parent/guardian before the testing process 
begins. Once the evaluation is completed, a conference is held with the Child Study Team and the 
parent/guardian to review the results and develop strategies for remediation.  

FIELD TRIPS  
Field trips are arranged by our classroom teachers to supplement and enrich instruction. Since field 
trips are considered an integral part of the curriculum, the cost of most trips is financed by the school. 
Before taking field trips, student permission slips are required. If this procedure is not followed, the 
child runs the risk of not being able to go.  

PERMANENT FOLDERS OF CHILDREN  
Each child who enters Parkway School has a permanent folder containing standardized test results, 
report cards, special reports to parents/guardians, and correspondence pertaining to student progress. 
This folder follows the child through the middle and high school years.  
Student folders are available for parental/guardian review upon request. Please call the 
Principal/Counselor if you have questions or need assistance. 

 
GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING SERVICES  

Parkway School’s guidance and counseling program focuses on the child’s total development. The 
counselor’s primary function is to provide counseling, coordination, and consultation with regard to all 
children in grades pre-K-5. The counselor’s roles and responsibilities include:  

*Individual and small group counseling  
*Classroom guidance lessons  
*Consultation with parents/guardians, teachers, and administration  
*In-service training of parents, teachers, and administration  
*Maintenance of referral resources for children and their families  
*Participation and support of the whole school program  
 

Please contact our counselors at (609) 538-9800 x5110 (Mrs. Donato) or x6110 (Mr. Unger), if you have any 
questions.  

 

INTERVENTION AND REFERRAL SERVICES  
The I&RS Program has been developed to provide assistance to teachers and parents/guardians to meet 
students’ needs in the regular classroom programs. A student may be referred to this program by his/her 
classroom teacher, or by parents/guardians.  

The I&RS Committee discusses and determines strategies needed to assist the student, and then provides 

 



the necessary support to implement those strategies. Through careful monitoring and collaboration, our 
goal is to improve student success. Please contact our Dean of Students at (609) 538-9800 x5105, if you 
would like additional information about this program.  

AIM & ACE  
Parkway School’s AIM (Achievement in Mathematics) program provides all of the basic skills taught in 
the classroom but affords students additional enrichment and/or acceleration to meet their needs. This 
program is offered to students in grades three (3) to five (5). Students are nominated in the spring of 
each year and selected for inclusion in this program by a committee. Information regarding criteria used 
for student selection is made available to parents/guardians.  

Parkway School also offers ACE (Academic Classroom Enrichment) for students in 3rd, 4th and 5th grades. 
ACE stresses critical thinking and problem-solving skills. Admission to this program is by nomination and 
selection is made by a committee according to specific criteria that is made available to 
parents/guardians.  

TESTING  
Testing and evaluation services are provided as mandated by state law to assess individual student 
needs as well as to evaluate programs and curricula. State-mandated tests administered in Ewing 
include the NJ Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) for third, fourth, and fifth grade students.  
 

TITLE I SERVICES  
Title I enables us to provide opportunities for children to acquire knowledge and skills that conform to 
our Common Core State Standards. Ewing’s Title I Improvement Program provides assistance in the 
following areas: (a) Communications/Integrated Language Arts, (b) Mathematics, and (c) other specified 
areas.  

Title I services are provided by certified teachers. This assistance may be given as second touch or 
in-class support.  

Students needing early intervention services (EIS) will be identified throughout the year. A combination 
of teacher recommendations and test results will determine eligibility. Students who are reading a year 
below grade level (as per Renaissance Learning Assessment), have scored lower than grade level 
proficiency will be eligible for consideration to receive Title I services unless extenuating circumstances 
exist.  

SPECIAL SUBJECTS  
As part of their school program, children in grades K-5 receive instruction once every six days in art, 
music, computers and library. Physical Education is offered twice every six days. 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION FOR PARENTS/GUARDIANS  

Parent/Guardian-School Relationship  
The Parkway School staff and administration believe in the establishment of a positive working 
relationship between the home and school. Key to the development of this relationship is effective 
communication and cooperation between the parents and school personnel. Whenever 
parents/guardians have questions regarding their children or other school policies or procedures, they 
should feel free to contact the school. The cooperation and collaborative efforts of parents/guardians 
and school personnel will ensure a successful experience for all students.  

Conferring with School Personnel  
In addition to the regularly scheduled parent-teacher conferences, parents/guardians are encouraged 
to confer with teachers when necessary. The main office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. daily to accept 
phone calls. Each teacher has voice-mail and email to receive messages. Teachers will typically return 
calls and email during their planning periods, as well as before and after school. Teacher responses 
should occur within 24 hours of the original note/phone call/ email.  

 

 



Addressing Problems and Concerns  
As in any organization, problems, concerns or conflict, may occur. Most questions or problems can be 
resolved by speaking to the individuals who are directly involved. In most of these cases, the teacher 
and the parent/guardian can resolve the problems expeditiously and in the best interest of the child. 
Matters that cannot be resolved at the teacher level should then be brought to the attention of the 
principal.  

How Parent/Guardians Can Help  
You can help your child make the best educational progress by:  
 

●​ Taking an active interest in school affairs, and attending school functions and conferences.  
●​ Setting up a good health schedule at home: providing plenty of rest and an adequate diet, 

encouraging good health and hygiene habits, and allowing time for leisure activities.  

●​ Not pressuring your child about grades or not having enough homework.  
●​ Praising your child for any accomplishment, no matter how small.  
●​ Encouraging a wide interest in books, magazines, hobbies, and current affairs.  
●​ A child’s participation in community organizations is often helpful to their development.  
●​ Showing confidence in your child and his/her ability to make small decisions. Parents/guardians 

can build a sense of responsibility through ever-widening experiences, by having students assist 
with household chores, and running errands.  

●​ Providing stimulating reading materials at home such as children’s magazines, newspapers, 
fiction and non-fiction books written on your child’s reading level. Share reading time with your 
child(ren).  

●​ Being a good role model.  
●​ Contact the school whenever a problem or concern arises.  
●​ Have your child attend school regularly, on time and for the entire day.  

 
 

HOMEWORK  
Homework is a meaningful extension of what has been done in the classroom. The following times are 
recommended to the staff to follow when assigning homework:  

Kindergarten ​ ​ ​  0 to 15 minutes per night  
First Grade ​ ​ ​  0 to 30 minutes per night  
Second Grade ​ ​ ​ 10 to 30 minutes per night  
Third Grade ​ ​ ​ 20 to 40 minutes per night  
Fourth Grade ​ ​ ​ 20 to 45 minutes per night  
Fifth Grade ​ ​ ​ 30 to 60 minutes per night  

Teachers receive requests from parents/guardians to pick-up homework assignments for their children 
when they are absent from school. Please call or email your child(ren)’s teacher(s) to arrange a time of 
mutual convenience to secure these assignments.  

Ideas for Helping Your Child(ren) with Homework  
1. Provide your child(ren) with suitable study conditions (desk or table, lights, books, and 
supplies). 2. Reserve a time for homework and turn off the television.  
3. Encourage your child(ren), but avoid undue pressure.  
4. Show interest in what your child(ren) is/are doing, but do not do the work for him/her.  
5. Understand that the school expects homework to be completed and returned. 

DOOR-TO-DOOR SALES  
The Parkway School PTA will sponsor several fund raising activities during the school year. It is the 
policy of the Ewing Township Board of Education that children are not permitted to participate in 
door-to-door selling of items.  
 

 
 
 

 



AFFIRMATIVE ACTION  
The Ewing Township School District is an equal opportunity institution which does not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, creed, religion, national origin, ancestry, age, marital status, affectations or sexual 
orientation or sex, social or economic status, or disability. Below is a listing of pertinent Board policies that 
can be found on our website:  

Policy # ​ Policy Description  
1510 ​ AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT  
1530 ​ EQUAL EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY  
1523 ​ COMPREHENSIVE EQUITY PLAN  
1550​ EQUAL EMPLOYMENT/ANTI-DISCRIMINATION PRACTICES 
2260 ​ EQUITY IN SCHOOL AND CLASSROOM PRACTICES 
3362 ​ SEXUAL HARASSMENT  
4352 ​ SEXUAL HARASSMENT  
5750 ​ EQUITABLE EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY  
6330 ​ CONTRACTS  

THE EWING PUBLIC SCHOOLS TITLE IX COORDINATOR:  
DR. MARIA PETSOS 
Address: 220 Ewingville Road, Ewing, NJ 08638 Phone: (609) 538-9800 X 7177 Email: MPetsos@ewingboe.org  

Title IX states: No person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation 
in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or 
activity receiving Federal financial assistance. Policy P5751: Sexual Harassment and Regulation R5751 
Sexual Harassment of Students can be found on the district website under Board of Education/Board 
Policies and Regulations tab  

 

PARKWAY SCHOOL SONG  
Courtesy of Bob Fell  

(Penn State fight song tune)  
PARKWAY WILL SHINE TONIGHT,  

PARKWAY WILL SHINE  
WE’LL SHINE IN BEAUTY BRIGHT,  

ALL DOWN THE LINE  
PARKWAY WILL SHINE TONIGHT,  

PARKWAY WILL SHINE  
WHEN THE SUN GOES DOWN AND THE MOON COMES UP,  

PARKWAY WILL SHINE  

School Colors: Blue and Gold  
School Mascot: Panther 

 


