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Oliver Hazard Perry was a naval officer, born and bred, and he embodied that perception of the 
romanticized naval ideas of the era. Even though he is best known for his actions at the Battle of 
Lake Erie during the War of 1812, who and what he was up to that point in time enabled him to 
be victorious. He can be defined by a strong adherence to an 18th century code of conduct/honor, 
fierce combat courage, deep patriotism, and a demanding leadership style. Few naval battles are 
as enduring as the Battle of Lake Erie -- and Perry's actions to exact a victory, helped define our 
nation.    
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