
 
 

 

August 7, 2026 

Dear Region 14 School Community, 

I hope you are enjoying the summer with family and friends. I would like to welcome you to the 
2026-2027 school year. It is such an exciting time of year for our staff who are all looking forward to the 
opportunity to work with each student in Region 14. The start of each school year invites the 
opportunity for new learning, new friendships, and new experiences. We look forward to welcoming our 
students back on the first day of school, Wednesday, August 26, 2026. All schools will follow the 
district’s full day schedule for the first day of school. I have enclosed the dismissal times for each school 
below.  
 
 

School First Day of School Schedule 
Wednesday, August 26, 2026 

Nonnewaug High School 7:25 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
Woodbury Middle School 7:25 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 
Bethlehem/Mitchell Elementary Schools 8:25 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. 
Pre-K 4 Only  9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
 
Pre-K 3 Begins Thursday, August 27th 

AM  Session:     9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
PM   Session:  12:30 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
*Please Note- Students will follow the Wednesday PL Day Schedule on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of 
each month. This Wednesday PL Day Schedule is for Region 14 Staff Professional Learning. I have 
enclosed a link to the 2026-2027 Region 14 School Calendar which notes the Wednesday PL Day 
schedule. (Link)  
 
District Curricula Initiatives 
Region 14 is extremely proud of all of our schools. Our schools have been recognized nationally and by 

the State of Connecticut for exemplary student achievement levels and school climate programs. The 

administrative team has worked diligently over the summer preparing for the start of the school year.  

They are in the process of making the final preparations for the upcoming year. Region 14 will continue 

to build on the success of several innovative curricular initiatives: these initiatives include the 

elementary schools’ literacy and math programs (Into Reading/Illustrative Math), the extremely 

successful Advanced Manufacturing program in the middle school, a Talented and Gifted program in the 

elementary and middle schools, a new elementary Foreign Language program, a new high school CADD 

course that will supplement the middle school Advanced Manufacturing program, and an additional 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1768333233/region14/h0ufcjuhtqkhf582g5ca/2026-2027Region14SchoolDistrictCalendarDistributed1-13-2026.pdf


Kindergarten and Pre-K 3 class at Mitchell Elementary School due to increased enrollment.  In addition, 

the staff in Region 14 has implemented exciting instructional practices to enhance Tier I/II/III 

Intervention, Building Thinking Classrooms instructional strategies in math, and a systemic Data Protocol 

that drives instruction and decision-making with tremendous fidelity. Finally, the district’s Vision of a 

Learner will continue to be implemented throughout each school which will further support our students 

in developing the 21st century learning skills that will help them experience success in the future.  

Region 14 students are exhibiting excellent student outcomes throughout each school because of the 

dedication and commitment of each staff member. Preliminary results indicate that Nonnewaug High 

School recorded its best Science standardized test scores ever, (77%) and a 11% increase in Math SAT 

scores. In addition, 82% of Nonnewaug High School’s Advanced Placement students scored a 3 or higher 

on their AP exams increasing the likelihood they will be granted college credit for their coursework upon 

enrolling in a college or university. Also based on preliminary results, Woodbury Middle School recorded 

its best 6th grade Math standardized test scores, Bethlehem Elementary School recorded its best Math 

standardized test scores, (77%) and Mitchell Elementary School recorded an increase in Math proficiency 

by 13% and Reading proficiency by 3%. We are so proud of our staff and students for all of these 

accomplishments.  

Student Registration 
Please register your child through our on-line platform through Powerschool enrollment. All parents will 
be receiving an email by August 17th when this platform is open. If you are having any issues registering 
your child please contact Maggie Gildea mgildea@ctreg14.org  (District Data and Enrollment 
Coordinator). Every student must be registered through this platform every school year. There is 
additional important information that is accessed through this registration process.  
 
Bus Transportation 
All Star Transportation will continue to provide bus transportation for Region 14. All bus drivers have 
been provided with the most updated training and are committed to the safety of all of our students. All 
Star Transportation will post student bus routes via the Region 14 website beginning on August 10, 2026.    
 
District Food Service Program 
Region 14 will replace EdAdvance to provide managerial oversight of the Region 14 Food Service 

Program. School lunch prices will increase this school year. Your child’s Principal will be informing you of 

the price increases. The building principals will also provide families with a link for the Free Lunch 

Application next week. Please complete the application if you feel that you may qualify.  Free Breakfast 

will be provided to all students in the district for the 2026-2027 school year.  

District Maintenance Projects 
The district has invested significantly in capital projects in our schools over the past four years. We 

strongly believe that a safe and clean learning environment is paramount to student learning.  The 

custodial staff has done a tremendous job preparing our schools for the start of the school year, and all 

of them look beautiful!  Region 14 has invested significantly in capital projects: painting projects were 

completed at every school, student furniture was purchased for district classrooms, the Bethlehem 

Elementary School HVAC system was repaired, new equipment was purchased for the high school 

Weight Room, and the older high school Horse Barn has been refurbished.  Finally, several new 

Promethean Boards were purchased by the district’s Technology Department.   

mailto:mgildea@ctreg14.org


School Security Information    
The district’s number one priority is the safety of our students and staff. We are committed to providing 
a safe learning environment for everyone and will continue to update our safety policies and procedures. 
Our staff has reviewed our District Safety Plan and made the appropriate changes to our safety 
protocols. Our School Resource Officers in each school are the best in the state of Connecticut and 
continue to provide an enhanced level of security. The district’s administrative team works closely with 
local law enforcement officials to provide the best safety methods.  
 
School Student Handbooks 
Our staff is finalizing policies and procedures and each school will be sending out letters to parents on 
August 11, 2026.  Each school has updated their Student Handbook. Please review with your child our 
updated school policies. You will be able to review each school’s Student Handbook in each Principal’s 
parent letter that will be emailed to you next week. Student Handbooks will also be accessible on the 
Region 14 website.    
 
Region 14 Website/Resource Center/Social Media Platforms  
The Region 14 website is a wonderful resource for up-to-date information. This website includes district, 
school, and athletic calendars; news updates from principals; curricula; and links to school-based 
programs. You can sign up for calendar and news alerts to receive notifications when updates are made. 
Region 14 maintains a strong presence on Facebook and Instagram. You will be able to see numerous 
weekly updates on these platforms regarding the wonderful initiatives and activities in Region 14.   
Each school emails an amazing weekly parent newsletter during the school year that highlights 
important dates and innovative programming. Also, Region 14 emails an excellent monthly parent 
newsletter that celebrates our magnificent students and staff.  
 
Elementary School Dismissal Application  
Mitchell and Bethlehem Elementary School will be launching a new school dismissal application that will 
help streamline the dismissal process at both schools this year. The Principals will be sending out 
information to parents regarding this initiative.  
 
Student Privacy 
Region 14 understands the importance of student data privacy. The district adheres to Connecticut’s 
student data privacy law (Link) posted on the CSDE website. Region 14 policies regarding student data 
privacy are posted on the district website, along with digital resources which are available to those who 
have agreed to the student acceptable use policy through the Powerschool registration process.  A list of 
Required Annual Notices for students and parents can be found here. (Link) 
 
We are filled with optimism and are excited to start the new school year! We can’t wait to see all of the 
students on the first day of school.  
 
We value your partnership.  
Enjoy the rest of the summer!  
 
Sincerely,  
Brian Murphy  
Superintendent of Schools  

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1701359190/region14/m0epqhqc1tctoip8eqcp/5125StudentRecordsConfidentialityADA.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xnJCbrtmenThWjPisAqBW3pBXxnBTha-/view?usp=sharing

