GRAND
JETE

A Statewide Celebration of
Classical and Contemporary Dance

General Information

This year's Grand Jeté will take place over seven days on
September 28 through October 4, 2026 at the South
Carolina Governor's School for the Arts and Humanities, 15
University Street, Greenville, SC 29601. It is not required for
participants to attend all events throughout the week. Please
check the website for updates regarding the schedule.
Grand Jeté will be in person for student competitors,
non-competitors, adjudicators, auditions, master classes,
and teacher workshops. There will be in person and virtual
access for recruiters.

For ongoing updates please view our website at
SCGSAH. org/grand-jete

Grand Jeté 2026 reserves the right to cancel at any time.
In the event of cancellation due to inclement weather,
Grand Jeté will not be rescheduled.

Communication

All communication goes through the Dance School point
of contact listed on the registration. It is the responsibility
of the School point of contact to share information with
all competitors, non-competitors, and families.

Grand Jeté Eligibility

Grand Jeté does not limit the number of participants per
school. Grand Jeté welcomes dance students from
throughout the state of South Carolina.

e Participants must be attending elementary
(minimum age 9 or 4th grade), middle, or high
school in South Carolina at the time of the
competition.

» Proof of age may be requested.

e Participants must be full-time residents of the state of
South Carolina to apply and to participate.

» Proof of South Carolina residency may be
requested.

Grand Jeté is an equal opportunity organization and does
not discriminate based on race, nationality, age, sex, and
non-disqualifying physical disability.

September 28 - October 4, 2026

PRESENTED BY

SC Governor’s School
for the Arts and Humanities
DANCE DERRTMENT

Deadlines
Grand Jeté has 2 deadlines.

 Regular Registration - August 28, 2026
+ Late Registration - September 8, 2026

The following items must be completed or received
with registration:

* Registration for Classes
* Solo Titles

* Music

¢ Release Form

« All Payment

Registration

Whether registering a competitor or non-competitor,
please make sure to fully complete all steps on the
registration page.

Applications are accepted on a first-come, first-served
basis. A minimum number of participants may be
required in order for this event to take place. Registration
will close when Grand Jeté reaches its maximum capacity.
Additional applicants will be placed on a waitlist.

Fees

No entry is guaranteed until payment has been processed.
A confirmation will be sent to each Dance School for their
records and approval.

Regular Registration Deadline - August 28, 2026

« Competitors Registration Fee: $90.00, includes
master classes and audition classes.

+ Solo Fee: $70.00 per solo. Maximum of three solos -
either two classical ballet variations and one
contemporary solo, or two contemporary solos and
one classical ballet variation.

« Non-Competitors Registration Fee: $60.00, includes
master classes and audition classes.

« Virtual Information Sessions and Teacher Workshops:
Free of charge



Late Registration Deadline - September 8, 2026

« Competitors Registration Fee: $120.00, includes
master classes and audition classes.

+ Solo Fee: $90.00 per solo. Maximum of three solos -
either two classical ballet variations and one
contemporary solo, or two contemporary solos and
one classical ballet variation.

« Non-Competitors Registration Fee: $70.00, includes
master classes and audition classes.

* Virtual Information Sessions and Teacher Workshops:
Free of charge

Refunds

Registration fees (including competitor and non-competitor)
will not be refunded under any circumstances, unless
Grand Jeté is canceled.

Solo fee refunds are given only in the event of physical
injury or illness. All refund requests must be accompanied

by a doctor's note with ink signature and office letterhead.

Competition Age Divisions

Age eligibility is determined based on the
participant's age as of September 1, 2026.
Students will be placed in one of the following age
groups:

* Pre-Competitive Division (Ballet only): 9-11 years old

« Junior Division (Ballet, Modern/Contemporary, and
Student Choreography): 12-14 years old

« Senior Division (Ballet, Modern/Contemporary, and
Student Choreography): 15-19 years old

Categories

Note: Each student may compete in a maximum of three
solos: two ballet and one modern or contemporary, or
two modern and contemporary and one ballet.

Classical Ballet Solos

The competitor will perform a variation selected from the
classical ballet repertoire list provided.

The Pre-Competitive Age Division students are
allowed to modify and/or simplify the variations to fit
their technical level or may select a solo that is not
represented on the repertoire list, but must be a dance
that is a both age- and skill-appropriate choreographed
classical ballet piece. For the safety and wellness of our
Grand Jeté competitors, we strongly discourage the
Pre-Competitive participants from dancing en pointe.

Modern and Contemporary Solos

This category may include concert dance genres blending
principles of various dance styles such as classical and
neoclassical ballet, modern dance, postmodern dance,
and others. Some of the dance styles may include
techniques from pioneers such as Isadora Duncan, Martha
Graham, José Limén, Pina Bausch, Mary Wigman, and
Alvin Ailey to name a few.

Jazz and lyrical dance may be integrated, as the
choreography may require. However, tap shoes are not
permitted.

If applicable, for original or protected choreography not in
public domain, itis the responsibility of the competitor,
competitor's parent, teacher, or coach to obtain all required
choreography and/or musical releases, and to pay any
required royalties.

Student Choreography - Modern and Contemporary
Solos Only

Competitors are encouraged to submit their own
choreographic works.

Student Choreography will be adjudicated on originality,
creativity, musically, execution, style, character, personality,
use of time (rhythm, speed, syncopation), use of energy
(quality of movements), and use of space.

Competition Details
Warm Up

There will be no scheduled warm up classes prior to
the competition. Warm up classes are at the discretion
of each school.

Time Limits

Ballet variation choices must be selected from Grand
Jeté’s ballet repertoire list. Modern and contemporary
solos are limited to a maximum time of 2:30 minutes in
length. Though bows are not included in the 2:30 time,
please refrain from bowing unless your solo finishes on
stage.

Costumes

Costumes are encouraged, and must be provided by the
competitor/competitor’s school.
Props

Please note that all props used by participants are used at
the participant’s own risk.

Grand Jeté is not responsible for any injury or incident
resulting from a participant’s use of props of their choice.



The use of props must be preapproved by Grand Jeté and
must be identified at the time of registration. Please email
grandjete@scgsah.org with the subject line “Grand Jeté
prop usage request” and a description of all props to be
used. Performers may not use dangerous props or props
that could damage the venue or harm people. Grand Jeté
production crew will be responsible for getting props on
and off the stage. Please see a Grand Jeté production crew
member during your Open Stage time.

Music

Competitors are required to provide their own music
using an MP3 file. Music is to be uploaded online as part
of registration no later than September 8, 2026. All music
must be cued properly and must be recorded at the
competitors’ desired speed. Please note that no
adjustments can be made at the competition. Music must
be labeled as “ Last Name First Name Solo Title.”

School owners must have available a recorded copy of
their music that can be sent via email to grandjete@
scgsah.org, in case the downloaded music malfunctions.
The music must be cued properly and must be recorded at
the competitors’ desired speed. Please note that no
adjustments can be made at the competition. If applicable,
the competing student, student'’s parent, teacher, or coach
is responsible for obtaining any required musical releases
and is responsible for the payment of any royalties.

Lighting

A general warm wash will be provided to all competitors.
No special lighting requests will be granted.

Stage Dimensions

The Sakas Theatre is 57’ 10" from threshold to threshold,
stage left to right. Threshold to threshold is the theatre
without curtains. Onstage edge of the wing is 12" in from
the wall.

Proscenium opening is 33’ 10"

Stage depth is 32' (4 lanes of marley).

Audience

Each school is allowed two badges for attending the
competition or for entrance to the backstage area.

There will be limited seating during the competition. It will
be on a first come, first served basis.

Changes to Entries and Music

All changes to the originally submitted entries and music
must be changed prior to the final registration deadline
of September 8, 2026. No changes can be made after this
time.

Adjudication of Solos

Adjudicators will look for sincerity and generosity in the
performance, with full embodiment and sincere
expression. Attention is paid to transitions, details, and
clarity of the movement language. We encourage
diversity and inclusivity, and scoring will reflect the
artistic maturity of the performers in their chosen style.

Adjudicators and Recruiters

Please note that, if available, adjudicators will observe
the auditions and master classes, and recruiters will also
observe the competition.

Awards

The decisions of the adjudicators are final. The
adjudicators reserve the right to withhold awarding one
or more prizes if the performances do not meet a certain
standard. Grand Jeté reserves the right to cancel any
award prior to the competition if a minimum number of
competitors are not participating.

Please note: A W-9 will be needed for awards totaling
$500 or more.

Adjudication Scoring

There will be three adjudicators that are out-of-state,
internationally-recognized dance professionals. The scoring
system is based on technique and artistry with each having
a 100-point value. Each judge’s final score is the average of
the technical and artistic marks. The average score given by
each of the three judges will be averaged together to
produce a final combined score out of a possible 100
points.

While watching the competitors, each judge will
simultaneously and individually record oral critiques,
comments, and encouraging remarks into the adjudication
software. When the competition is completed, the
tabulator will record the score of the participant.

Dance School owners and independent competitors will
have access to each adjudicator’s oral comments on each
of the competitors through the registration portal
following the competition.

First Place: $500.00

Four prizes will be awarded: one for best score in Classical
Ballet for seniors, one for best score in
Modern/Contemporary Dance for seniors, one for best
score in Classical Ballet for juniors, and one for best score
in Modern/Contemporary Dance for juniors.

« Senior Category - Highest score of 90 or above applies
to both Classical Ballet and Modern/Contemporary
Dance.



« Junior Category - Highest score of 88.3 or above
applies to both Classical Ballet and
Modern/Contemporary Dance.

Second Place: $300.00

Four prizes will be awarded: one for best score in
Classical Ballet for seniors, one for best score in
Modern/Contemporary Dance for seniors, one for best
score in Classical Ballet for juniors, and one for best score
in Modern/Contemporary Dance for juniors.

* Senior Category - Highest score of 86.6 or above
applies to both Classical Ballet and Modern/
Contemporary Dance.

+ Junior Category - Highest score of 85 or above applies
to both Classical Ballet and Modern/Contemporary
Dance.

Third Place: $150.00

Four prizes will be awarded: one for best score in
Classical Ballet for seniors, one for best score in
Modern/Contemporary Dance for seniors, one for best
score in Classical Ballet for juniors, and one for best score
in Modern/Contemporary Dance for juniors.

+ Senior Category - Highest score of 83.3 or above
applies to both Classical Ballet and Modern/
Contemporary Dance.

+ Junior Category - Highest score of 81.6 or above
applies to both Classical Ballet and Modern/
Contemporary Dance.

The Promise Award: $200.00

Two prizes will be awarded for the best score in Classical
Ballet for Pre-competitive, one for a female student
competitor and one for a male student competitor. A
minimum of 4 competitors must be registered for this
award to be given.

* Highest score of 78.3 or above

Male Dancer Award $200.00

One prize will be awarded for the best score for a junior or

senior male dancer in either Classical Ballet or

Modern/Contemporary Dance. A minimum of 2 male

competitors must be registered for this award to be given.
+ Highest score of 81.6 or above

Student Choreography Award $150.00

One prize will be awarded based on the adjudicators’
choice. A minimum of 2 competitors must be registered
for this award to be given.

 Adjudicator's Choice

Honorable Mention: $100.00

Gift Certificates of $100.00 each from The Sock
Basket, Greenville, SC. Two will be awarded.

+ Adjudicators’ choice

Each competitor will receive a Certificate of Participation.

College and Trainee Program
Recruiters

Recruiters from university dance programs and
professional trainee programs will be present throughout
the weekend, both in person and virtually. Please note that
available recruiters and adjudicators will observe the
auditions and master classes, as well as the competition.

There will be a recruiter fair with tables from select
programs in the Loggia.

A whiteboard will be used for recruiter call-backs from
Friday through Sunday end-of-day. The white board will
be located on the main floor outside the recruiter fair.
Students are encouraged to regularly verify if their names
are listed.

Virtual Information Sessions

Open to competitors and non-competitors ages 15-19
(grades 10-12), these free information sessions will be
presented by selected university and trainee dance program
recruiters.

Sessions will occur virtually, September 28 - October 1, 2026.

Please note that in order to hold your place in Virtual
Information Sessions, you must first sign up via the Grand
Jeté registration system and then through the Google
sign-ups, which will list specific class times and be sent via
email after registration closes.

Audition Classes - 11th and 12th Grades

Grand Jeté Audition Classes are included in the competitor’s
registration fee and are available to non-competitors upon
registration (see above for costs).

Audition classes will be held in person for dance students,
and recruiters can view in person or via virtual access.
Teachers and parents are not permitted in audition classes.
Selected University and Trainee dance program recruiters
from across the nation will observe the competition as well as
the audition classes. The audition classes will be used to
recruit seniors, to offer scholarships, to invite for Summer



Intensives, and to personally invite some juniors to
audition for their programs the following year.

Recruiters will be looking at criteria such as potential,
technique and artistry, response to correction, coordination,
and musicality.

In the Competition, students will be assigned a number for
each solo they perform. In the Audition Classes students
must wear the first number that was allocated to them, and
must wear it for the duration of the audition.

The auditions will occur on Friday, October 2, 2026.

Please note that in order to hold your place in Audition Classes,
you must first sign up via the Grand Jeté registration system and
then through the Google sign-ups, which will list specific class
times and be sent via email after registration closes.

Please note that onsite parking on Friday, October 2nd will be
limited as this is a regular school day for SCGSAH. Classroom
B118 (Located on the main floor of the dance center) will be
accessible to students prior to auditions and master classes as
well as to school directors/teachers and parents throughout
the three-day weekend.

Master Classes -
4th-10th Grades

Grand Jeté Master Classes are included in the competitor’s
registration fee and are available to non-competitors upon
registration (see above for costs).

Master classes will be taught by selected university and
trainee dance program recruiters, as well as SCGSAH faculty.

The Master classes will occur on Saturday, October 3, 2026.

Please note that in order to hold your place in Master Classes,
you must first sign up via the Grand Jeté registration system
and then through the Google sign-ups, which will list specific
class times and be sent via email after registration closes.

College Recruiter and
Trainee Program Awards

Awards from recruiting institutions will be announced
during the Grand Jeté Closing Ceremony. It is strongly
encouraged that high school juniors and seniors
participate in both the audition classes and the
competition in order to be considered for the optimal
amount of awards.

Contact Information
Grand Jeté Executive Director, Elizabeth Wright, MFA

Grand Jeté Advisor & Founding Executive Director, Josée Garant, MFA

Grand Jeté Event Coordinator, Naina Dewan, MFA

864-282-3894
grandjete@scgsah.org

Videos and Photography

Absolutely no photography or videography is permitted
by participants, visitors, or any other person other than
those designated by Grand Jeté.

All participants must complete and submit the Grand Jeté
Photo and Video Release Form. Registration will only be
completed once the Photo and Video Release Form has
been submitted. Photography will be available for purchase
following the competition. More details to follow. A private
YouTube link with the full competition and closing
ceremony will be made available to all schools’ points of
contact via email prior to the competition dates.

Hotel Accomodations

Special rates will be available at the following Greenville hotels.

Hampton Inn & Suites Greenville Downtown Riverplace
171 Riverplace, Greenville, SC 29601

864-412-7933

$239/night + taxes

Reservations must be made by Aug 19, 2026 to receive this
rate. Email grandjete@scgsah.org for booking link.

Homewood Suites Greenville Downtown
950 S. Main St., Greenville, SC 29601
864-900-2380

$199/night + taxes

Reference Group Code: 931

Reservations must be made by Sept 2, 2026 to receive this
rate. Email grandjete@scgsah.org for booking link.




