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Twenty Years Down. Many More to Go.  
There is always a special feeling that comes with the beginning of a new school year. Hallways 
that have been quiet throughout the summer once again fill with the excitement of students 
reconnecting with friends, teachers putting the finishing touches on their classrooms, and staff 
preparing for another year of learning and growth. 

This year also marks the completion of a three-year capital improvement initiative that has 
addressed significant maintenance and improvement needs throughout our campus. While many 
of these projects occurred behind the scenes or over multiple summers, together they represent 
more than $6 million in planned maintenance, replacement, and improvements to facilities that 
serve our students and community every day. 

When our K-12 building opened twenty years ago, it was built to serve generations of Bearcats. 
Like any home or business, however, a school requires ongoing maintenance and periodic 
upgrades to remain safe, functional, and efficient. Taking care of these needs as they arise helps 
extend the useful life of our facilities, protect the community's investment, and provide an 
appropriate learning environment for our students and staff.  (-Continued on page 2-) 
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The cornerstone of this effort has been the completion of a three-phase 
restoration of our K-12 building. Over the past three summers, crews 
have repaired and replaced deteriorating brick, completed extensive 
tuckpointing, cleaned the exterior, and applied a protective water seal 
that will help preserve the building for years to come. 

Over the past three years, students have also benefited from new 
classroom furniture throughout the district, updated high school science 
labs, new Chromebook computers in grades K-8, upgraded technology 
infrastructure, enhanced security systems, improvements to geothermal 
and mechanical systems, resurfaced parking lots and walking paths, new elementary and middle 
school playground equipment, renovations at Memorial Stadium, softball field drainage 
improvements, replacement gym bleacher seating, and the conversion of our former shelter 
house into much-needed storage space. Some of these improvements are immediately 
noticeable, while others quietly support the day-to-day operation of our schools. Together, they 
represent an effort to maintain our facilities and equipment so they can continue serving students 
well into the future. 

While we are proud of what has been accomplished over the past three years, the greatest 
strength of Spencerville Local Schools has never been our facilities—it is our people. Outstanding 
teachers, dedicated support staff, engaged families, and exceptional students are what make this 
district special. Our responsibility is to provide them with safe, functional, and well-maintained 
spaces in which to learn and work. 

As we look ahead to the new school year, our community will also have an opportunity this fall to 
vote on the renewal of the district's existing 1% income tax. We will provide additional factual 
information about the renewal in our October Annual Update. 

On behalf of our Board of Education and the entire Spencerville Schools family, welcome 
back to another school year. We look forward to the opportunities ahead and thank our 
community for its continued support of our students and our schools. 

Go Bearcats!  
Brian Woods  
Superintendent, Spencerville Local Schools  
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Volunteer/Chaperone Background Checks   
 

Spencerville Local Schools will be providing an extra layer of security for our students by 
requiring all volunteers and chaperones to pass a local background check before working 
with students.  
 

All part-time and full-time school employees must undergo a complete BCI/FBI background 
check before beginning work, but up until this time, there was no requirement for volunteers.  
 
Continuing with the 2026-27 school year, all volunteers and chaperones are required to pass a 
local background check, which will be completed by the Spencerville Police Department. Once 
an individual has been approved as a volunteer or chaperone, they will remain on the  list to be 
approved for the following school year.   
 

Background check forms are available in the school office and may be completed and returned 
at any time.  
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Get Ready for the 5th Annual Back-to-School Fair at Spencerville Schools! 

Dear Students, Families, Community members, and Staff, 

We are excited to announce our annual Back-to-School Fair, a wonderful opportunity to kick off 
the new school year with enthusiasm and community spirit! Mark your calendars for Monday, 
August 31st from 12:00-2:00 pm and 4:00-6:30 pm.  

What students and families can expect: 

Pick Up Schedules: Students can pick up their schedules and pay school fees. 

Meet Your Teachers: Take this chance to find your classrooms, meet your new teachers, and 
get to know the staff who will support your learning journey this year. 

Bring Your School Supplies: Don’t forget to bring your school supplies so you’re ready for 
the first day of school. 

Find Your Lockers: Students will have the opportunity to find their lockers and get settled in. 

School Pictures: Students can get their school pictures taken before school starts! Don’t 
miss this opportunity to capture your first day of the new school year. 

School Supplies: Donations will be available with essential school supplies to ensure you’re 
ready for the first day of school, for those who may have a need. 

Vaccine Clinic: For the first time, we will be partnering with the Health Department to offer a 
Vaccine Clinic. You can register through the link on our Facebook page and through your 
Final Forms email. If you have any questions, please contact our School Nurse, Christy 
Erickson. 

Counselor and Social Worker Support: We will be offering access to our school counselor 
and our school social worker, both of whom will be available to answer questions and 
provide support to students and families as we transition into the new school year. 

Information Booths: Gather valuable information about school programs, clubs, and 
extracurricular activities. Learn how you can get involved! 

Local Organizations: Local organizations will be available with information, including: SYAA, 
Lifewise, Boy/Girl Scouts, Local Spencerville Library. 

By Design Merchandise: By Design will be set up with a wide variety of Bearcat items for 
purchase, so be sure to check out their offerings! 

Bounce House: Get ready for fun! We have a Bounce House coming from Bounce Off 
Inflatables. It’s sure to be a hit with the kids! 
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Food Trucks: This year, the line-up for our food trucks includes: 

Poppie's Ice Tropical Shaved Ice 

Fork in the Road 

Taco Movil Lima 

Tom's Hotdogs 

Sun-E-Side Up 

Urban Escape Farm Coffee Truck 

Come hungry and enjoy a variety of delicious options! 

Free Ice Cream: Students will once again receive free ice cream! Don’t miss out on this 
sweet treat! 

Door Prizes: There will be door prizes drawn during the first week of school for students 
who have attended the fair! Don’t miss your chance to win! 

Counselor’s Corner: This year, we are excited to introduce a place where local 
counseling agencies will be available with information and resources to support 
students and families.  

Bearcat Care Closet: We are also proud to continue the Bearcat Care Closet, sponsored 
by our very own student Jack Waggamon and family, which will provide hygiene items 
available for any students or families with this need.  

Federal Programs: Title 1, Special Education, and English Language Learners 
informational meetings will be held in room 503 (main hallway). There will be two 30-
minute sessions offered to learn more about these programs, 1:30 and 5:30. 

Why should students and families attend our Back-to-school event? 

The Back to School Fair is not just about preparing for the academic year; it’s about building 
our school community. We encourage all families to come out, engage with teachers and 
staff, and meet other families. This event is a fantastic way to start the year off right! 

We want to thank all of our sponsors who will be graciously supporting our event this year, 
with donations, prizes, and monetary donations for supplies. All of our sponsors will be 
displayed in the school cafeteria.  

If you have any questions or would like to donate to this event, please contact Brooke Zerbe 
at Spencerville Schools @ 419-647-4111, ext. 3121 

We look forward to seeing everyone there! Let’s make this school year the best one yet! 
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Welcome Back, Bearcat Families! 

I hope everyone had the opportunity to relax, recharge, and enjoy some quality time 
over the summer. We are excited to welcome our students back and look forward to another outstanding 
school year filled with opportunities for learning, growth, and success. 

Our Back-to-School Fair will be held on Monday, August 31, from 12:00–2:00 p.m. and 4:00–6:30 p.m. 
This is a wonderful opportunity for students and families to become familiar with the school before the 
first day of classes. 

During the fair, you will be able to: 
· Walk through your student's schedule and meet their teachers. 
· Learn about the many clubs, organizations, and extracurricular opportunities available at the high 
school. 
· Meet with our school nurse, if needed. 
· Have your student's school picture taken by Lange Photography. 
· Visit with representatives from our cafeteria, transportation, and technology departments to ask 
questions and receive important information. 
As we begin the school year, I also want to emphasize the importance of regular attendance. Being 
present and arriving on time each day has a significant impact on student achievement. While an 
occasional absence may not seem significant, they quickly add up. A student who misses just two days 
each month loses approximately 117 hours of instruction during the school year—equivalent to nearly one 
and a half years of learning over the course of their K-12 education. 

The high school day begins promptly at 7:45 a.m. and ends at 2:45 p.m. School doors open for students 
at 7:20 a.m. 

If your student will be absent, please notify our high school secretary, Brittany Wireman, by calling 419-
647-4111, ext. 3200, or by emailing wiremanb@svbearcats.org. 

If your student is not feeling well and you are unsure whether they should attend school, our school 
nurse, Mrs. Christy Erickson, is available to help you make that decision. We understand that students 
may text home saying they don't feel well or want to leave early. As a reminder, student cell phones are 
not to be used during the school day. Before coming to pick up your student, we ask that you please 
contact the school so we can assess the situation and determine the best course of action. Please 
remember that students may only miss a limited number of instructional hours—whether excused or 
unexcused—before an attendance intervention is required. 

We are committed to making this another exceptional year at Spencerville High School. We are fortunate 
to have outstanding students, supportive families, dedicated staff, and a community that truly cares about 
our Bearcats. Working together through open communication and strong partnerships gives our 
students the best opportunity to succeed. 

If you ever have questions, concerns, or simply need assistance, please don't hesitate to contact me. I can 
be reached at gepharts@svbearcats.org or 419-647-4111, ext. 3203. 

Thank you for your continued support. We look forward to seeing you and your family at the Back-to-
School Fair and to a fantastic school year ahead! 

Go Bearcats! 

From the desk of the  

High School Principal  

Mr. Scott Gephart 
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As the summer comes to a close, I would like to welcome everyone 
back for another exciting year of Spencerville Bearcat Athletics! The 
beginning of a new school year always brings renewed energy, 
optimism, and excitement, and our student-athletes have been 
working hard throughout the off-season to prepare for another 
outstanding fall season. 

Our fall sports schedule gets underway quickly, and we hope you'll come out and support our 
Bearcats. Mark your calendars for these opening contests: 

· August 3 – Golf Season Opens 

· August 18 – Varsity Girls Soccer Season Opener 

· August 18 – Varsity Boys Soccer Season Opener 

· August 21 – Varsity Football Season Opener 

· August 25 – Varsity Volleyball Season Opener 

Whether it's on the football field, golf course, soccer pitch, or volleyball court, our athletes 
appreciate the incredible support they receive from our community. Your presence at games 
truly makes a difference. 

As our athletic programs continue to grow, we are looking for community members who would 
like to become more involved behind the scenes. We are currently in need of individuals 
interested in announcing games and operating scoreboards during athletic contests. No 
previous experience is necessary—we are happy to provide training. If you've ever wanted to 
be part of the excitement while supporting our student-athletes, this is a great opportunity to get 
involved. Please contact the Athletic Office if you are interested in one of these roles. 

Local businesses also play a vital role in the success of Bearcat Athletics. We offer a variety of 
advertising and sponsorship opportunities that provide excellent exposure while directly 
supporting our athletic programs and student-athletes. If you're interested in promoting your 
business, please reference the Athletic Program Advertising Sheet included with this newsletter 
(page 3). There are opportunities available for businesses of every size, and we greatly appreciate 
the partnerships that help make our programs successful. 

Finally, I would like to thank our coaches, volunteers, parents, the Athletic Boosters, sponsors, 
and community members for everything you do to support Spencerville Athletics. Your time, 
generosity, and enthusiasm create an incredible experience for our student-athletes and help 
build a tradition of excellence that extends far beyond wins and losses. 

We look forward to seeing everyone at our events this fall. Let's pack the stands, cheer loudly, 
and make this another memorable year for the Bearcats. 

Go Bearcats! 

Greg Ekis, Athletic Director -  Spencerville Local Schools 

From the desk of the  

Athletic Director 

Mr. Greg Ekis 
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At the end of last year the 5th grade went to Ft. Amanda State Park for a field trip.  They learned 
the history of the park and celebrated the U.S.A turning 250.  The students participated in a fact 

scavenger hunt to learn facts and history.   Mrs. Amy Hoback 
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From the desk of the Middle School Principal  

Mr. John Zerbe 
Welcome Back, Bearcats!  

Dear Spencerville Middle School Families,  
I hope you have enjoyed a memorable summer. As we prepare to begin 
another school year at Spencerville Middle School, we are excited about the 
opportunities ahead and look forward to welcoming our students back into the 
building.  
Our school looks outstanding thanks to the hard work of Mr. Stemen and the summer maintenance 
crew. Our teachers and staff have also been busy preparing classrooms, developing lessons, and 
getting everything ready for a successful start to the year. We cannot wait to see our students return 
and begin another year of learning, growth, and Bearcat PRIDE!  
Important Dates  
Back-to-School Fair  
Monday, August 31  
12:00–2:00 p.m. and 4:00–6:30 p.m.  
School pictures will be taken during the fair, so please plan accordingly.  
First Day of School  
Wednesday, September 2  
Bearcat PRIDE: Building a Positive School Culture  
Bearcat PRIDE remains at the heart of our PBIS—or Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports—
framework. Through PBIS, we establish clear expectations, recognize positive choices, and create a 
school environment where every student feels safe, supported, and ready to learn.  
Our Bearcat PRIDE values are:  
P – Personal Responsibility  
Students are encouraged to take ownership of their actions, choices, and learning. Personal 
responsibility means arriving prepared, staying organized, making good decisions, and accepting 
accountability.  
R – Respect  
Respect is an essential part of our school community. We expect students to treat classmates, 
teachers, staff members, visitors, and school property with kindness and consideration.  
I – Involved  
We want every student to be an active participant in the classroom and the school community. 
Whether through academics, clubs, athletics, music, or other activities, involvement helps students 
develop confidence, connections, and school pride.  
D – Determined  
Determination means staying focused, working through challenges, and continuing to give your best 
effort—even when something is difficult.  
E – Excellence  
Excellence is not about being perfect. It is about setting high expectations, learning from mistakes, 
showing pride in your work, and continually striving to improve.  
By working together to model and reinforce Bearcat PRIDE, we can continue building a positive 
culture in which every student can thrive personally, socially, and academically.  
School Information and Reminders  
Website and Student Handbook  

Please visit www.spencervillebearcats.com for the complete student handbook, district information, 
calendars, announcements, and other important resources.  
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Middle School Student Council 
Homeroom  

All students will report to homeroom at the beginning of the school day. Homeroom will be used 
for attendance, morning announcements, and important school updates. This time helps 
students begin the day informed, organized, and ready to learn.  
Lockers and Backpacks  
Students will be assigned lockers. Locks are optional; however, students who choose to use a 
lock must use a school-issued lock. School locks are available upon request.  
Students may bring backpacks to school, but backpacks must remain in lockers during the 
school day. For safety and space considerations, backpacks may not be carried between classes.  
Electronic Devices  
Students are encouraged to leave personal electronic devices at home unless they are needed 
for an after-school activity. Any device brought to school must remain turned off and stored in 
the student’s locker throughout the school day.  
Arrival  
School doors open at 7:20 a.m. Upon entering the building, students should report directly to 
breakfast or to their homeroom.  
Water Bottles  
Students may bring a water bottle to school. Only plain water is permitted in classrooms and 
throughout the school day.  
Dress Code Reminders  
Students are expected to wear clothing that is appropriate for a school setting and does not 
interfere with the learning environment. Important reminders include:  

Pajama pants, slippers, and sleepwear are not permitted except on designated spirit days.   
Hats and hoods may not be worn inside the building.   
Clothing may not display inappropriate images, messages, or language.   
Shorts, dresses, skirts, and holes in pants must meet the fingertip guideline.   
Leggings must be worn with a shirt or top that provides appropriate coverage.   

When selecting clothing for school, students and families should always consider whether the 
clothing is appropriate for a professional learning environment.  
Personal Care Products  
Spray products—including body sprays, perfumes, and colognes—are not permitted on school 
property. Students may use roll-on or stick applicators when needed.  
Vape Detection System  
School restrooms are equipped with vape detection devices. When a detector is activated, staff 
members will respond immediately. Students may be subject to a search in accordance with 
school policy.  
Student Drop-Off and Pick-Up  
Please use the front entrance when dropping off or picking up students. Vehicles should pull 
forward as far as possible to help traffic move safely and efficiently.  
Please do not park or stop in the lane between the school and the weight room.  
Football Games  
We encourage students and families to attend our athletic events and support the Bearcats in a 
positive and respectful manner.  
For everyone’s safety, footballs may not be brought into the stadium. Student seating is available 
in the north-end bleachers. Students should either sit in the designated student section or 
remain seated with their parents or guardians.  
Accessible seating is available on the south end of Memorial Field.  

(-continued on Page 18-) 
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Welcome, Miss Cami High!  

We are excited to welcome Miss Cami High as our new seventh-grade English language arts 
teacher.  
Miss High graduated from Wright State University in 2026 with a bachelor’s degree in Middle 
Childhood Education for grades 4–9. Her areas of concentration are English language arts, social 
studies, and reading.  
Although she is from Mendon, Miss High has family in the Spencerville area and has been 
connected to the Spencerville community since childhood. In her free time, she enjoys reading, 
baking, spending time with family and friends, and trying to help her dog burn off some extra 
energy!  
Miss High has dreamed of teaching middle school English language arts since she was a middle 
school student herself. She is excited to share her passion for reading, writing, and learning with 
our students and community.  
Welcome, Mr. Mason Brandt!  
We are also excited to welcome Mr. Mason Brandt as our new fifth-grade mathematics teacher.  
Mr. Brandt is from Leipsic and earned his Bachelor of Science in Middle Childhood Education 
from the University of Findlay, with concentrations in mathematics and social studies. While 
attending the University of Findlay, he was also a member of the men’s basketball team.  
Mr. Brandt is engaged and will be getting married this August. He is looking forward to beginning 
his teaching career at Spencerville, developing relationships with our students and staff, and 
helping students grow academically and personally. He is also excited to become involved in our 
athletic programs as a coach.  
Please join us in welcoming Miss High and Mr. Brandt to the Bearcat family!  
Looking Forward to a Great Year  
A successful school year is built through a strong partnership among students, families, teachers, 
and staff. By communicating openly and working together, we can make this a positive, 
productive, and memorable year for every student.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me with questions, concerns, or ideas. I can be reached at 419-
647-4112, ext. 3102, or by email at zerbejohn@svbearcats.org.  
 
Welcome back, and here’s to a great school year! 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John Zerbe Principal, Spencerville Middle School 
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    Welcome back Bearcat Family!  

Health Screenings for 2026-2027   
The following health screenings will be completed throughout the school year, thus meeting the
 Ohio Department of Health requirements:  

Vision- K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9, 11  
Hearing- K, 1, 3, 5, 9, Height/Weight- K  
Vision, hearing- New students to the school district in any grade  

If you do not want your child to participate in a screening, please notify me.  
 
Special Education Students:  
Amended House Bill 95 requires all students who are initially identified with a disability to have 
a comprehensive eye examination from an eye doctor within 90 days unless the student 
has had a previous eye examination in the past 9 months. Cost should not 
be an issue for students without insurance as assistance is available. Please contact the school 
psychologist, Heidi Hollar, or myself for further information.  
 
Reminder on School's Medication Policy:  
Any prescription medication that is to be taken during school hours MUST be dropped off by 
the parent, guardian, or other authorized adult and will be logged in by the nurse 
or principal. I MUST have an updated order from the physician to be able to give any 
prescription medications during the school day. You can find these forms on the website under 
the clinic section. Students are prohibited from carrying prescription medication into 
the school or carry during school hours. In addition, over-the-
counter (OTC) medications need to be dropped off first thing in the morning in the clinic or 
office. Students are not permitted to have in their possession an OTC medication during school 
hours.  All medication given including OTC medications MUST have a medication authorization 
form filled out.   
 
Kindergarteners:  
Please have your child's immunizations completed by the first day of school. If your child 
received shots over the summer, please turn in an updated copy of the shot record to the 
elementary secretary. If you have a personal, medical or religious exemption, please fill out the 
waiver on the school website and return to me.  Kindergartners who are not up-to-date on 
immunizations will be excluded from school by October 15, 2025 as required by Section 
3313.671 of the Ohio Revised Code.    

 A copy of the original birth certificate, issued from the health department in the county where 
the child was born, is also required for entry to Kindergarten by the first day 
of school according to Section 3313.672 of the Ohio Revised Code. Hospital birth certificates are 
not acceptable. Please drop off a copy of your child's birth certificate to the 
elementary secretary, if you have not already done so.  
 
 7th Graders & Immunization Requirements:  
A Tdap (Tetanus Toxoid, Reduced Diphtheria Toxoid, and Acellular Pertussis) booster and one 
dose of the Meningococcal vaccine is required for all 7th graders, including digital 
academy students, by the first day of the 2026-2027 school year. Please send in documentation 
to the school after receiving the Tdap and Meningococcal vaccines.  If you have 
a personal, medical, or religious exemption, please fill out the waiver on the school website 
and return to me.  7th graders who are not up-to-date on immunizations will be excluded from 
school by October 15, 2025 as required by Section 3313.671 of the Ohio Revised Code.  
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12th Graders & Immunization Requirements:  The Meningococcal 
vaccine is required for all 12th graders, including Apollo, digital academy, and post
­ secondary students, by the first day of the 26/27 school year. Please note that if your child had a
 dose of the Meningococcal vaccine before the age of 16, a second dose will be required. Please 
send in documentation after receiving the Meningococcal vaccine.  If you have 
a personal, medical or religious exemption, please fill out the waiver on the school website 
and return to me.  12th graders who are not up-to-date on immunizations will be excluded from 
school by October 15, 2025 as required by Section 3313.671 of the Ohio Revised Code.  

  
 Dental Service:  
Health Partners of Western Ohio will be returning to Spencerville Schools on September 17-25, 
2026. They offer a dental prevention program within the school, which includes an exam, 
cleaning, fluoride treatment, and dental sealants. They will bill Medicaid or private insurance and 
there will be no out of pocket expense. If there is no dental coverage, it will be provided free of 
charge. The program is open to all K-12 students. Applications will be available during the Back 
to School Fair or in my office after school begins.  
  
  Vision Service:  
Health Partners of Western Ohio will be returning to Spencerville Schools on February 8-11, 
2027.  They will offer a complete vision exam and glasses will be ordered and fitted here at school 
if needed.  They will bill Medicaid and private insurance.  This program is free of charge for 
Spencerville students who do not have an eye doctor.  The program is open to all K-12 
students.  Applications will be available at the Back to School Fair and in my office after school 
begins.   
  
Confidentiality:  
All health information that relates to any student at Spencerville Schools, such as emergency 
medical forms, emergency action plans, and health records, is treated as highly confidential. This 
information is only shared with specific school personnel on a need-to-know basis. Please notify 
me if you have any concerns or questions regarding this.  
   
Questions or Concerns:  
If there are any changes in medical information, please reach out to me. I am available for any 
questions or concerns. Feel free to call or email me at the below information.  
 Call 419-647-4113, ext. 3105 or email  ericksonc@svbearcats.org  
  
  

I am excited for the 2026-2027 school year. Let's have a great school year! Christy Erickson, RN 
BSN  

School Nurse  
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From the desk of the Elementary Principal  

Mrs. Susan Wagner 

As we begin a new school year, we are excited to welcome our students, 
families, and staff back to a year filled with opportunities to learn, grow, and succeed together. The 
start of a new school year brings a sense of hope, fresh beginnings, and endless possibilities. We 
look forward to building strong relationships, celebrating achievements, and creating meaningful 
learning experiences that inspire curiosity, confidence, and kindness. Together, we will continue to 
foster a safe, supportive, and engaging school community where every child is encouraged to 
reach their fullest potential.  

Attendance: Every school day matters! When children attend school regularly, they build strong 
academic skills, develop friendships, and establish routines that help them feel confident and 
successful. Even a few missed days each month can make it harder for students to keep up with 
classroom learning and stay connected to their teachers and classmates.  
The State of Ohio has made improving student attendance a priority because regular attendance 
plays an important role in a child's long-term success. Our goal is to work together with families to 
support consistent attendance while recognizing that illnesses and unexpected circumstances do 
happen. By partnering with parents, communicating early about attendance concerns, and 
providing support when challenges arise, we can help every child be present, engaged, and ready 
to learn each day.  
Chronic absenteeism applies to students who miss at least 10% of the school year, or over 110 
hours. According to HB 166, students with a nonmedical excuse or without legitimate excuse are 
only allowed to miss 65 hours of school. Once 65 hours has been attained, a student is identified 
with excessive absenteeism and a doctor’s note will be required to excuse further 
absences. Vacations do count toward a student’s excessive and chronic absentee 
hours. Please refer to the handbook for details regarding this policy. The handbook is located on 
the elementary webpage.   
Arrival and Dismissal: Drop-off for elementary students will be the same as last year. Parents can 
drop off using the west parking lot and students will enter through the AG entrance, or students 
may be dropped off at the bell tower entrance. Please do not let students out of cars until 8:25, as 
that is when the doors open.   
Elementary pick up will remain in the west parking lot and parents will be expected to park and 
pick up their students from the staff on duty. We will continue using pick up cards this year. 
Please be kind to staff on duty who are enforcing this policy. Our intent is to simply ensure 
your child’s safe departure from school.   
 All students will have 3 pick-up cards with their individual names on them. A new set of cards will 
be available for pick up in the student’s homeroom class at the Back to School Fair. Anyone picking 
up a student MUST show the card with the student’s name on it to the staff member on 
duty. If there is not a card presented to staff, then the student will be brought into the office. The 
pick-up person will be verified by the principal or secretary and the student will need to be signed 
out. We appreciate your support as we are trying to make our school more safe and 
secure.                                                                                                                (-continued on next page-) 
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Mrs. Wagner—continued from page 25: 

Electronic Devices: At the elementary level, our goal is to create classrooms where students can 
focus on learning, build friendships, and enjoy being actively engaged each day. In accordance 
with Ohio law, our school has a policy regarding the use of electronic devices, including cell phones 
and smartwatches, during the school day. We ask that these devices remain turned off and stored 
away in student’s bookbags. If you need to reach your child during the school day, please contact the 
school office, and we will make sure your message is delivered. Thank you for partnering with us to 
help minimize distractions so every student can learn, grow, and be successful.  

PTO: I would like to thank our PTO, parents and students for a successful Laps for Learning campaign 
in the spring! The staff and students had a blast!! PTO is vital to providing wonderful opportunities for 
our students! PTO sponsors all K-4 fieldtrips, books for our classrooms and libraries, and multiple 
rewards teachers give to students. We appreciate all of the time and effort these volunteers give to 
our school community. Please consider being a part of this amazing organization!! Please 
contact Jenifer Stegaman, the PTO president, for more information.  
 
Required Tests: A critical component of meeting students’ needs depends on knowing where 
students are in relation to their current skills and abilities. This understanding is determined through 
multiple measures acquired from diagnostic assessments. Students in grades K-4 are tested in the 
areas of math and reading using a program called iReady and Aimsweb. These programs provide 
information for essential skills needed for academic success. The results of these assessments are 
shared at parent-teacher conferences.   
All Kindergarten students are required to be administered the Kindergarten Readiness Assessment. 
This test is created by the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce (ODEW) and looks at a 
variety of skills that are needed for academic success at the kindergarten level. The results of this 
assessment is a parent report provided by ODEW and are sent home by the school.   
 
All students in grades 3 and 4 will take State tests in ELA and Math. Grade 3 only will give the 
ELA test twice, once in the Fall and Spring. State achievement tests tell us how well our students 
are growing in the knowledge and skills outlined in Ohio’s Learning Standards. These tests help 
guide and strengthen future teaching so we can be sure that we are preparing our students for long-
term success in school, college, careers and life. Test results also allow citizens to know how their 
local schools are performing compared to others around the state. The ELA test is 
approximately 90 minutes and requires 2 sessions to complete.  The Math test is approximately 
75 minutes and also requires 2 sessions to complete.  The results of these assessments are a 
parent report provided by ODEW and are sent home by the school.   
****The ELA test is April 22nd and 23rd and the math test is April 29th and 30th. Please avoid 
scheduling vacations and appointments on these days.   

Important Dates for elementary to kick off the school year:  
August 31: Back to School Fair (12-2 and 4-6:30)   

September 1 and 2: Kindergarten Readiness Assessment   
September 2: First day of school for 1-4th grade students  

September 3: First day for kindergarten girls  
September 4: First day for kindergarten boys  

September 7: Labor day- no school  
September 8: All kindergarten students   

October 2: No school- teacher professional development   
November 6: 2 hr delay for teacher professional development  
November 19: 1 hr early release- parent/teacher conferences  

November 23-24: No school- parent/teacher conferences  
November 25-27: Thanksgiving Break 
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Spencerville Local Schools - Picture Day is Coming Soon! 

  
Pictures will be taken on Monday, August 31 at Spencerville Local Schools. 

Pre-Order Online and receive a FREE 10 x 8 Scrapbook Page with purchase!!! 
QR Code to order is on page 5. 

Elementary Staff Updates: 
I would like to welcome Devon Cook as our new second and third grade intervention specialist. 
Devon was born and raised in Spencerville where he graduated from and currently lives with his 
wife Alyssa and their 3 children, Payton, Gianna, and Daxton. He chose Special Education to help 
make a difference in the students' lives that may need it the most. He loves basketball and has 
been coaching junior high for 10 years with 9 being at Spencerville (8 with boys and 2 with girls).  
He also enjoys volunteering in our community, mainly with Summerfest and youth sports.  
 
Lauren Van Vorce is excited to transition from intervention to teaching first grade! It will allow her 
to support students at such a pivotal point in their academic journey. She’s eager to build strong 
habits, confidence, and a love for learning from the very beginning! Her experience in intervention 
has strengthened her ability to meet diverse learning needs of all students and she looks forward 
to applying those skills while fostering a positive and engaging classroom community! 
  
As we begin another exciting school year, thank you for the trust you place in us each day. We are 
grateful for the opportunity to partner with you in your child's education and know that our 
strongest successes come when families and schools work together. We look forward to 
celebrating achievements, supporting one another through challenges, and creating meaningful 
experiences that help every child learn, grow, and thrive. Here's to a wonderful school year filled 
with curiosity, kindness, and success. We can't wait to welcome our students back! As always, feel 
free to contact me at (419) 647-4113 ext 3101 or via email at wagners@svbearcats.org.   
Thank you! 
Susie Wagner 
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