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Media Release

New CCSD-Greg Mathis Partnership Will Give
Students Opportunities to Learn, Work and Earn

CHARLESTON, S.C. (August 11, 2026) — GMCHS to dissolve charter and transition to
CCSD school under new model connecting students to academics, careers and paid work-
based learning

Students at Greg Mathis High School will have new opportunities to earn wages, gain real-world
work experience, and build pathways to careers while completing their high school education
through a new partnership approved by the Charleston County School District (CCSD) Board of
Trustees.

At its August 10, 2026 meeting, the CCSD Board approved a partnership with the Greg Mathis
Charter High School (GMCHS) Board of Directors through which GMCHS will dissolve its
charter and transition into Greg Mathis High School, a CCSD school. The transition creates an
opportunity to build on the school’s legacy of serving students who benefit from a smaller, more
personalized learning environment while bringing the school into CCSD and providing students
greater access to the district's academic programs, resources, student supports, Career and
Technical Education (CTE) opportunities, and community and business partnerships.

Most significantly, CCSD and Greg Mathis leaders envision a new model that connects
students’ high school experience directly to the world of work. Through partnerships with local
businesses and community organizations, students will have opportunities for internships,
mentorships, career exploration, and hands-on professional experiences, including opportunities
to work and earn wages while completing their high school education.

“This is about creating a different kind of high school experience, one where students can learn,
work, earn, and begin building their futures before they ever walk across the graduation stage,”
said CCSD Superintendent Anita Huggins. “Greg Mathis has a history of serving students who
thrive in a smaller and more personalized environment. This partnership allows us to preserve
what has worked while surrounding students with the resources of CCSD and creating
opportunities that can fundamentally change their trajectory after high school.”

The partnership represents a significant transition for GMCHS. By dissolving its charter and
becoming a CCSD school, Greg Mathis High School will have access to the broader academic,
operational, student support, and career-readiness resources of the district. At the same time,
CCSD and GMCHS leaders are committed to preserving the relationships, culture, and
personalized approach that have been central to the school’s identity.
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“We are looking forward to working with CCSD and bringing even more resources and support
to our students,” said Principal Natrice Henriques. “Together, we can expand opportunities and
create more pathways for our students to succeed in school and beyond.”

The current GMCHS Board of Directors will remain involved throughout the transition, helping
preserve the school’s history, institutional knowledge, relationships, and community
connections. As outlined through the partnership process, the current Board is expected to
transition into an advisory role through a new nonprofit structure as the remaining
responsibilities of the charter organization are completed.

“Our Board believes this partnership creates an opportunity to preserve the legacy of Greg
Mathis Charter High School while opening doors that simply would not be available to our
students in the same way under our current structure,” said Eric Watson, Chair of the GMCHS
Board. “This is an opportunity to combine the relationships and personalized support our
students value with the resources of CCSD and meaningful connections to employers and our
community. Most importantly, it gives our students more ways to envision, and begin building,
their futures.”

CCSD will build on its existing CTE and work-based learning programs as the Greg Mathis
model is developed. The district will work with business, industry, nonprofit, and community
partners to identify meaningful experiences that allow students to develop employability skills,
establish professional relationships, explore career fields, and, where appropriate, earn income
through their work.

The long-term vision is to establish Greg Mathis High School as a premier educational option for
students seeking a smaller learning environment with a direct connection between high school,
employment, postsecondary education, and adult life.

“Our goal is bigger than helping students earn a diploma,” Huggins said. “We want our students
to leave us with skills, experience, relationships, confidence, and a clear path forward. If a
student can graduate with a diploma in one hand and meaningful work experience, earnings,
and a connection to a future career in the other, we have created something incredibly
powerful.”

CCSD and GMCHS leadership will communicate directly with students, families, employees,
and community stakeholders throughout the transition. Additional details about the new Greg
Mathis High School model, including opportunities for businesses and community organizations
to partner with the school and provide work-based learning and employment opportunities for
students, will be announced as implementation continues.
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About the Charleston County School District

Charleston County School District (CCSD) is a nationally accredited school district dedicated to ensuring every student has access to
a high-quality education and the support needed to thrive. As South Carolina’s second-largest school system, CCSD serves more
than 50,000 students across 91 schools and specialized programs throughout 1,300 square miles of coastal communities,
representing a unique blend of urban, suburban, and rural schools.

Under the leadership of Superintendent Anita Huggins, CCSD is focused on accelerating student achievement, expanding
opportunities, and preparing every student for success in college, career, and life. Recent district accomplishments include record-
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high academic performance on state assessments, increasing graduation rates, and significant gains in college and career readiness,
reflecting the district’'s commitment to continuous improvement and educational excellence. Through the Peninsula Promise, CCSD
is also expanding access to early learning, college and career pathways, arts, and family support services to create seamless
opportunities for students living on the historic Charleston Peninsula.

CCSD offers a diverse and expanding portfolio of educational choices, including neighborhood, magnet, charter, Montessori, and
International Baccalaureate (IB) schools and programs. Students have access to rich learning experiences in science, technology,
engineering, and mathematics (STEM); visual and performing arts; world languages; military and leadership programs; career and
technical education; dual enrollment and early college opportunities; and other innovative pathways designed to meet a wide range
of interests and aspirations.

Working in partnership with families, community organizations, higher education institutions, and industry leaders, CCSD remains
committed to creating equitable opportunities, fostering student success, and ensuring that every graduate is prepared to contribute
and compete in an increasingly complex and interconnected world.
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