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Reading and Writing Workshop  

A Framework for Responsive Teaching  

The Reading and Writing Project’s approach to instruction recognizes that “one size fits all” does not match the 
realities of the classrooms and schools in which they work. When you walk into a workshop classroom at any given 
moment, you’ll see instruction that is designed to:  

• help teachers address each child’s individual learning;  

• explicitly teach strategies students will use not only the day they are taught but whenever they need them;  
• help students work with engagement so that teachers are able to coach individuals and lead small groups;  
• support small-groupwork and conferring with multiple opportunities for personalizing instruction;  
• tap into the power of a learning community as a way to bring all learners along;  
• build choice and assessment-based learning into the very design of the curriculum.  

The routines and structures of reading and writing workshop are kept simple and predictable so that the teacher 
can focus on the complex work of teaching in a responsive manner to accelerate achievement for all learners.  

 

GRADE 2 READING UNITS GRADE 2 WRITING UNITS 

UNIT 1 Second-Grade Reading Growth Spurt: 
This unit spotlights students’ movement from a 
“little-kid” focus on print to a “big-kid” focus on 
meaning. It teaches children that grown-up 
readers draw on everything they know to figure 
out hard words.  

UNIT 2 Becoming Experts: Reading Nonfiction: 
Students learn resourceful word solving and 
vocabulary development. Students will choose a 
topic to read about and compare and contrast 
information across texts.  

UNIT 3 Bigger Books Mean Amping Up Reading 
Power: This unit is divided into three parts 
focusing on important foundational skills. This 
units focuses on fluency, figurative language and 
comprehension strategies.     

UNIT 4 Series Book Clubs: In this unit, children 
are invited to slow down, study texts carefully, 
and think deeply about messages found in texts 
and about author’s craft.  

 

UNIT 1 Lessons from the Masters: Improving Narrative 
Writing: In this unit, students learn how to create engaging 
narratives by stretching out small moments and writing in 
detail.  

UNIT 2 The How To Guide for Non-fiction Writing: This 
unit begins with students writing non-fiction chapter books 
and builds in sophistication with students writing a variety 
of non-fiction books.   

UNIT 3 Writing About Reading: This unit has students 
read closely and gather evidence from texts to craft 
persuasive arguments.  

UNIT 4 Poetry: Big Thoughts in Small Packages: This unit 
helps children explore and savor language. Students learn 
to use line breaks to express the meaning and rhythm they 
intend and use visualization and figures of speech to make 
their writing more clear and powerful.  

 


