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DELAYED ATHLETIC COMPLEX VOTE: SEE PAGE 3 FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

This month, our fifth-grade 
students enjoyed a wonderful 
Thanksgiving Feast! In 

preparation, students calculated 
recipes, wrote letters to local 
businesses, prepared and cooked food, 
and came together as a grade level 
for some festive fun. This celebration 
connected our learning in fractions, 
problem-solving, persuasive writing, 
and community building.
We could not have made this event 
possible without the generous support 
of fifth-grade parents. We would also 
like to extend our gratitude to local 
businesses, including Madigans, 
Villagio, Balloons, and Dinas for their 
generous turkey donations in response 
to our fifth graders’ handwritten letters.
Thank you to everyone who 
contributed to making this feast such a 
meaningful and memorable experience. 
We look forward to continuing this 
tradition for years to come!

5th Grade Thanksgiving Fun  
 with a Community Connection!
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ECS Turf Athletic Complex

By the time you get this 
newsletter, families will be in 
full gear shopping, decorating, 

celebrating and planning for the 
Christmas and Holiday season. In past 
years, I have often tried to emphasize 
that many of us get caught up with the 
things that are not nearly as important 
as Christmas itself. Believe me it is 
easy to do with the advertising that 
bombards us wherever we look or go.
There is no question that the 
Christmas season has turned into a 
huge marketing event as people treat it 
as a time of giving and gifting whether 
it is store bought, online or something 
you make. There is a great feeling 
watching someone open something 
you have personally picked out for 
them. Give to others, not just with 
presents, but with kindness.
While decorating, colorful lights, gifts, 
a tree, stockings and multiple blow ups 
all add to the excitement and wonder 
of the season…there are some other 
things that may be worth reflecting on.
Christmas has its origin as a 
religious celebration:
For Christians, Christmas celebrates 
the birth of Jesus Christ, the son of 
God which symbolizes hope in a 
difficult world. This is the centerpiece 
of why Christians celebrate Christmas. 
His birth brought hope and teaches us 
how to love one another.
From a religious perspective, people 
celebrate the central themes of the 
season in many different ways and is 
instilled through joy, hope, peace and 
love. 
In a broader, non-religious sense, 
Christmas represents traditions:
	Family and togetherness

	Spending time with family 
members

	Traditions that bring people closer
	A pause from daily routines
	Attending a community program, 

service or concert
Most families gather during the 
Holiday Season to celebrate and spend 
time together. Traditions often chart 
the course for what happens and 
helps families adjust over the years as 
families grow and change. As we get 
older, these memories are cherished. 
Whether it is a very old ornament, 
grandma’s recipe for stuffing, special 
songs, stories or how and when 
presents are opened, these vary greatly 
depending on the family you are from. 
Passing on the traditions allows a 
family to never lose sight of its past 
while still able to start new traditions! 
On an individual level, Christmas 
often becomes what you make it:
	Visit a neighbor, someone in the 

nursing home…bring cookies or 
baked goods!

	Slow down and reflect
	A time to practice kindness and 

generosity to others in need
	An opportunity to focus more on 

and appreciate what matters
	Volunteer at a church, food pantry, 

or other charitable organization
	Donating clothing, food and other 

things you do not need but could 
help others

Your personal approach to the season 
allows you to reflect on many things 
and decide for yourself what you want 
to do. It can be something you do 
with no one else knowing or it can 
be working with a group of people 
to help members of our community. 

There is no question that the feeling 
you get from helping other people far 
outweighs getting something yourself. 
If your act of kindness can brighten 
other people’s day or Holiday Season 
your reward will be special.
To some degree, volunteering has 
become a lost art, whether it is in the 
fire or ambulance services, churches, 
civic organizations, Arboretum, 
Alley Katz, Chamber, or various 
other organizations throughout the 
community that need your help…
please consider joining one of them 
and share your skills, time and gifts 
with others. It will be more rewarding 
than you can imagine!
As the saying goes, slow down and 
smell the roses, I think that is almost 
true of everyone. We live in a fast 
paced world with technology driving 
it even faster. Families sometimes 
struggle to eat meals together or 
even take time to talk with each 
other. During this Holiday Season 
try to spend some time with family 
members, relatives and friends and 
simply enjoy interacting with each 
other.
As we are now well into the Holiday 
Season, reflect on some of these words 
and see if they sound like you or there 
is something there you would like to 
do or try. It is never too late to change 
your direction or focus. Take more 
time to enjoy the true meaning of the 
season and try not to get overwhelmed 
with lights, decorations, presents and 
things. The Christmas season is so 
much more.

ChristmasChristmas Religious, 
 Tradition & 
Personal

By Mark J. Ward, Interim Superintendent
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While the District is continuing to 
negotiate with Holiday Valley over 
the potential sale of roughly 120 acres 
of land, there is nothing to report 
on at the time of this publication. 
Therefore, the district plans to delay 
the previously scheduled vote on 
December 16th.
This does not rule out the possibility 
that a “Four Sport Turf Athletic 
Complex” will happen, it only means 
that the negotiations process is 
ongoing and that no agreement has 
been reached.
As you may imagine this is a somewhat 
complicated process that simply takes 
time. Once we have the details worked 
out, we will be able to release more 
information and establish a new date 
to vote on the capital project.
If we continue to have productive 
discussions we hope to establish a vote 
in January. We will provide a “special” 
newsletter dedicated solely to the Turf 
Complex with more details and the 
tax impact. A date for a public hearing 
will be established prior to the capital 
project vote. The sale of the land is 
contingent on the voters approving the 
ECS Turf Athletic Complex.
Whether we describe the tax increase 
as a %, in terms of pizzas, chicken 
wings or dimes/pennies a day, the 

board is committed to bringing 
forth a project that is reasonable 
and responsible. The land deal 
with Holiday Valley will be the key 
to whether or not this project is 
brought to the community for a vote. 
Ultimately, the property sale price will 
drive whether or not the Turf Athletic 
Complex is within reach.
While we want to arrive at an 
agreement that works for everyone, 

we are keenly aware that we need to 
negotiate a deal that works for the 
taxpayer and will allow us to give our 
community an opportunity to build a 
facility that will change life at ECS and 
our community forever.
Once we have more information to 
release, we will share it via a special 
newsletter, our website, Facebook 
page and Blackboard where special 
announcements are communicated.

IMPORTANT DATES
Dec. 24, 2025-Jan. 4th, 2026 
Winter Recess- NO SCHOOL

January 5th, 2026 
School Resumes

January 19, 2026 
SCHOOL CLOSED 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 29th, 2026 

End of Marking Period

ECS TURF ATHLETIC COMPLEX VOTE DELAYED
Mark J. Ward, Interim Superintendent
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ECS Band Members Shine at SUNY 
Buffalo State’s Honor Band

Congratulations to ECS band members Isabella Wilder and 
Alison Antholzner for their selection to participate in SUNY 
Buffalo State’s Seventeenth Annual High School Honor 
Band. Students from various area school districts gathered 
for two days of intensive preparation leading to a spectacular 
concert.
The students received their music for the first time on 
Saturday morning from their conductor, Dr. Thomas Duffy, 
a professor in the Practice of Music at Yale University. 

ECS Musicians 
Shine in 
Prestigious Events
ECS musicians Marjorie Brown and 
Aston Seeley showcased their talents 
at the NYSSMA Junior High Area 
All-State Band on November 7th and 
8th in Pioneer. Under the direction of 
Dr. Carrie Pawelski, a seasoned music 
educator from Jefferson Middle School 
in Jamestown, NY, these students were 
selected for their exceptional NYSSMA 
solo performances last May, earning 
top scores across Western New York.
In addition, on November 21st and 
22nd, ECS Band member Alison 
Antholzner joined the Senior High 
Band. She performed under the 
baton of Dr. Russel C. Mikkelson, the 
esteemed Director of University Bands 
at The Ohio State University. 

On a beautiful autumn day in October, members of 
the ESPRA literary club traveled to the Palmer Opera 
House in Cuba to watch a matinee performance of All 
I Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten.  Did 
you know that Charles Ingalls from Little House on 
the Prairie fame was born in Cuba, NY?  It was a fun, 
educational day all the way around. 

ESPRA Visits Palmer Opera House

ROTARY CLUB DONATES TO STUDENT COUNCIL
On Thursday, November 6th, 
representatives of the Ellicottville 
Student Council (Ava Weber, Delaney 
Myers, Mrs. Nason) accepted a 
very generous donation from the 
Ellicottville Rotary Club to help pay 
for a Disney Leadership Conference at 
the end of January.   Student Council 
members and their parents helped 
at the Rotary Club’s Chili Cookoff in 
September.   Thank you, Rotary Club 
members, – we really appreciate your 
generosity! 
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It was another great season for the 
Lady Eagles. Back-to-Back Section VI 
Champions. I am so beyond proud of these 
Lady Eagles! With an overall record of 18-
7, this team showed all what an Ellicottville 
Eagle is made of!  Along the way, we also 
celebrated some major accomplishments! 
At our annual charity volleyball game, we 
were able to raise $913 to help “Spike Out 
Cancer!” Also, Riley Whitmer put down 
her 500th career kill during the Sectional 
Championship game! 

The playoff journey started when 
Ellicottville faced Pine Valley on our 
home court. In quick fashion we won in 3 
games and then headed on the road to face 
our next opponent - the number 3 seed 
Panama. We swept them in 3 games! Next 
stop was a trip out to face the number 2 

seed Westfield. This is a team we had not 
faced all season, but we were locked in 
and ready to face them. The Lady Eagles 
showed up and beat Westfield in four 
games! This next part of the journey was 
going to be another tough battle. For the 
Section 6 Championship game, we were 
going to face the number 1 seed Clymer. 
This is a team that we had already beaten 
twice in our regular season, but those wins 
did not guarantee anything come playoff 
time. We knew we would have to fight for 
every point. Clymer showed up and gave 
us a battle! We fought for every point and 
beat Clymer in 5! Section 6 Champions! 

Next stop, was the Far West Regional 
Game at Wayne High School against 
Section 5 Champion York. This was a 
challenge that ended up being too big to 

overcome, on that cold, rainy Saturday. 
York was consistent and found ways to 
score on us. While we had glimpses of 
greatness, we were not able to string it 
together consistently and this is where our 
season came to an end. While it stings to 
have the season cut short before reaching 
the state competition, time and distance 
will allow that hurt to fade and the positive 
memories and laughter will remain. 

Thank you to all that have helped us and 
cheered us on throughout our journey this 
season. It was exciting, overwhelming, and 
humbling. I feel so lucky to have been part 
of this journey! 

To my 5 seniors- Keira, Faith, Izzy, Anna 
& Ande, I wish you all the greatness the 
world has to offer. You will be missed! 

BACK-TO-BACK SECTION V CHAMPS by Coach Auge

JV Volleyball  
by Coach Norton
This season, our players learned to work 
together and truly play as a team. We saw 
tremendous growth — not only in skill 
and confidence, but also in the friendships 
formed along the way. I’m proud of how 
far everyone has come and can’t wait to 
see each of you continue to develop next 
year. Great work, ladies!  The JV Volleyball 
team: Makenna Mendell, Abby Rust, Riley 
Northrup, Shiloh Miller, Briyonna Tarr, 
Rose Benjamin, Rylie Button, Liliana 
Horton, Rylynn Oakes, Audri Finch, 
Lindsay Watson.
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Modified Volleyball by Coach Kruszka
The 2025 Modified Volleyball Lady Eagles had a successful season this Fall. Although 
the record shows 3-7 in 10 matches, the girls improved from August all the way to 
mid-October. Facing off against larger past successful programs like Olean, Portville, 
Allegany, Gowanda, and Cattaraugus/Little Valley, the ladies showed what hard work can 
produce—successful improvement, and lots of smiles while doing so. Coach K will be sad 
to lose four 8th graders to JV next season but knows they will continue their success! As 
for the 7th graders, these ladies worked every day to ensure improvement and Coach K 
cannot wait to work with them next Fall. Go Eagles! 

FE Titans JV Football Fall 2025 
by Coach Chudy

The FE Titans JV football team had a successful season this Fall. The Titans finished 
with a 4-2 record with victories against Springville, Portville/Cuba-Rushford/Bolivar-
Richburg, Salamanca and Cleveland Hill. Our two losses came against Clymer/Sherman/
Panama and Southwestern/Frewsburg in hard fought games. 

The JV Titans faced a ton of adversity throughout the season. Between injuries, low 
numbers and many other factors, the boys stepped up whenever a challenge was 
presented to them. We played many games with far less men on the sideline than our 
opponents but always battled no matter how many we had able to play on gameday. 

Our JV team consisted of 20 total players. From Ellicottville, we had AJ Myers, Landen 
Jensen, Ricky Howard, Carson Mendell, Zach Brennan, Brody Erlandson, Crew Koleta, 
Calvin Pearl, Mario Polino, Deegan Newark, Coleman Milks and Bentley Ward. From 
Franklinville we had Brodie Lattimer, Oliver Shenk, Jaxon Blendinger, Logan Goss, 
Tucker Bishop, Quintyn Ruibal and Greg Fisher. From West Valley we had Riley Foster. 

These 20 men played their hearts out every time they stepped on the field and 
consistently impressed me with their work ethic and attitude each day. Their will to win 
provided them with great life lessons on how to overcome challenges they will face in 
everyday life in their future. This group has potential to be very successful on the football 
field in years to come if they get in the weight room and stick together as one! Great 
season gentlemen, I’m proud to have the opportunity to call myself your coach!

Modified Football 
by Coach Palmatier

The Franklinville/Ellicottville/West Valley 
modified football season came to a close 
with a tough loss to Maple Grove/Falconer/
CV. The modified team had a great young 
core that all came in ready to learn and got 
valuable football experience throughout the 
year. Ellicottville had multiple 7th graders 
who played a significant role on the team 
this year including Jameson Burlingame, 
Gunnar Tirado, Vander Travis, Braylon 
Van-Buren, Carter Potter, Jase Moss, and 
Liam Daniels. We also had 8th graders step 
up as great leaders throughout the season 
including Thomas Green, Elijah Calkins, 
Jason Winship, and Aidan Zeher. These 
8th graders will be making the step up to 
Junior Varsity next year and will play a big 
role in the future of the FE Titan football 
program. I look forward to watching these 
young student athletes continue to develop 
throughout their high school careers.

The Ellicottville Central School Lady Eagles 
wrapped up a remarkable 2025 season 
marked by determination, teamwork, and 
steady growth. Finishing with a strong 7–3 
league record and 10–7 overall record, the 
Lady Eagles earned an impressive 2nd place 
in their league and 5th place among Class 
C schools.

Leadership played a vital role in this year’s 
success. Captains Drew Ficek and Teaghan 
Finn guided the team with poise, positivity, 
and a relentless work ethic, setting the tone 
for excellence both on and off the field.

This season also celebrated the dedication 
of a talented senior class: Delaney Myers, 
Olivia Tighe, Bianca Bush, Harper Klein, 
Teaghan Finn, Drew Ficek, & Makayla 

Potter. Their experience, drive, and 
leadership shaped the team’s culture and left 
a lasting impact on the program.

The Lady Eagles’ depth and future 
strength were highlighted by the strong 
contributions of underclassmen: 
Juniors – Juliana O’Connell, Eliza Murray, 
Ainsely Edwards, Ava Fuller, Ady Andrews 
Sophomore – Juleana Lyon 
Freshmen – Ella Weber, Camerie Riley, 
Cayda Kruszynski

We welcomed four Freshman; Kaegan 
Bauer, Lilly Pearl, Allison Terhune, & Taylor 
Perks, at the end of our season to help work 
with our team and support us leading up to 
our playoff game

Together, this group formed a cohesive 
unit that battled through a competitive 
schedule, delivering key victories and 
demonstrating the heart and hustle that 
define Ellicottville athletics.

With many players returning and a solid 
foundation built this year, the future of 
Lady Eagles soccer shines brightly.

Congratulations on an outstanding season, 
Lady Eagles!

Girls Varsity Soccer by Coach Eddy
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Friendly Reminder for 
a Healthy School Break
As we head into the school break, 
please help keep our students 
healthy by practicing good 
hygiene at home:
•	 Encourage frequent 

handwashing with soap and 
warm water, especially before 
eating and after using the 
restroom.

•	 Disinfect backpacks, 
lunchboxes, and water bottles 
to reduce the spread of germs.

•	 Wash coats, hats, and gloves 
regularly—these items are 
handled often and can easily 
carry bacteria and viruses.

•	 Remind children to avoid 
sharing drinks, utensils, and 
personal items with others.

•	 Cover coughs and sneezes 
with a tissue or elbow, not 
hands.

•	 Keep sick children home until 
they are fever-free and feeling 
better.

Thank you for helping us keep our 
school community healthy!

Modified Boys Soccer 
by Coach Gelen

The Modified Boy’s soccer team finished with a record of 2-8. 
The boys made great improvements from the beginning of the 
season up until the end due to their hard work and dedication. It 
was a fun season and a great group of boys. Great season Eagles! 
A big thank you to all of the players, parents, and everyone who 
supported us throughout the season. The Modified Boys’ Soccer 
team was a mix of Ellicottville and Franklinville student-athletes 
this season. The players are listed below: 

Ayce Caswell, Marshall DeChane, Carsten Kosinski, Nicholas 
Wedvik, Jameson Haley, Gabe DeChane, Kullen McGonnell, 
Griffen Sciara, Oliver Daniels, Caelen Myers, Liam Dahlman, 
Axel Moore, Caleb Czamara, Mason LaCroix, Skyler Samborski, 
Everett Parmenter, Noah Bunk, Tucker Cecala, Keegan Feehan, 
Oliver Johnson, Jack Kerns, James Metcalfe, Colsen Camillo

Girls Modified Soccer 
by Coach LaCroix

Our girls modified soccer team finished the season with a 
record of 3-6-1. After losing 8 players from last year’s mod 
squad, this year was a bit of a rebuild year mixed with new faces 
and returning players. This group worked very hard from the 
beginning, and showed a lot of improvements and dedication 
throughout the season. They showed up ready to work and ended 
the year with an improved love for the game! Keep up the hard 
work in the offseason!

This team consisted of four 9th graders, (Kaegan Bauer, Lillian 
Pearl, Taylor Perks, and Allison Terhune), eight 8th graders (Harley 
Andera, Allyana Andrews, Rowan Decker, Maggie Faulkner, Hope 
Niesyty, Teagan Siperek, Emma Wallace, and Jayda Wyatt), and two 
7th graders (Taylor Erlandson and Sophia Joesel).

Great season ladies!!! 
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With the motto of Together this fall, the 
Ellicottville Eagles Mens’ Soccer Team 
played together with five Franklinville 
players to become the Ellicottville-
Franklinville Eagles. In the spirit of the 
team philosophy, these boys worked hard, 
played hard, laughed hard, and won and 
lost together. 

After losing 1-0 to a tough Avoca-
Prattsburgh team and tying Portville 2-2 in 
the A-L Gator Cup, the Eagles recorded an 
impressive first win of the season against 
Southwestern. The beginning of the season 
was the tone for the rest of the season 
with the Eagles recording an 8-7-3 overall 

record and a 5-4-1 League record, third 
best in the League. 

When the post-season arrived, the Eagles 
were seeded 7th in class C, a first Class 
C playoff appearance in 6 years.  The 
team defeated Global Concepts in the 
Sectional Pre-Quarter Round by the score 
of 3-0, and then were bounced from the 
playoffs after losing in the Quarterfinals to 
Allegany-Limestone by the same 3-0 score.  

These young Eagles consisted of nine 
Sophomores; Holden Basher, George Dick, 
Liem Haynoski, Jacob Henning, Landon 
Jankowiak, Rian Johnson, Jonathan 
Peterson, Cooper Sciara, and Jackson 

Tomsick; six juniors; Coleman Carls, 
Timmy DeChane, Teddy Edwards, Tosh 
Klein, Jaxson LaCroix, and Reed Nazareth; 
and one Senior who is ready to soar, 
Jackson Kruszynski. We will miss all that 
Jackson has contributed to the program 
over the years, and we are excited to see 
these underclassmen spread their wings 
next fall.

Tosh Klein, Coleman Carls, and 
Jackson Kruszynski were named 1st 
Team League All-Stars. Second Team 
League All-Stars were Rian Johnson, 
Teddy Edwards, Holden Basher, and 
Timmy DeChane. Jacob Henning was 
named to the Honorable Mention Team. 
Congratulations to all these young men!

Together - Varsity Boys Soccer by Coach Finn

ECS Walk Program 
Ellicottville Central School will host 

a Walk Program for community 
members from Tuesday, January 6, 

2026, thru Thursday, April 30, 2026. 
The building will be open Monday– 
Thursday from 6-9 pm (when school 
is in session). Community members 
are asked to check-in at the High 
School back parking lot entrance 

each time they walk. 

ECS Fitness Center 
Open to the Public 

Tuesday, January 6, 2026, thru 
Thursday, April 30, 2026.

4-7 PM Tuesday, Wednesday,  
and Thursday  

(when school is in session)

*You MUST sign in each time you 
use the Fitness Center.*
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Ellicottville  
Golf Umbrellas 
$20 each.

Winter Book Fair 
Thursday, December 11th and 
Friday, December 12th During 
School Hours and During Family 
Fun Night
Family Fun Night 
Friday, December 12th 5:30 -7:30
Tabs for Ronald McDonald House 
Please save your tabs to put them 
toward our Tabs Contest that will 
be held in the spring. 
Box Tops For Education 
Please download the Box Tops App 
on your phone to earn money for 
our school. **If you are purchasing 
General Mills Boxes of cereal for 
the cereal drive you can scan those 
receipts to earn the PTO money. 
You can also send your receipts 
in an envelope addressed to Miss 
Olson and she will scan them.  
More information will be sent home 

with students for these events. If 
you have questions or would like 

to volunteer for PTO events, please 
contact Diana Olson (dolson@
ecsny.org or 716-378-6698)..

Ellicottville Central 
School Ornaments 
$5 each

ECS PTO 
Vinyl Decals 
$3 each.

Ellicottville Eagles 
Reusable Tote Bags 
$4 each.

PTO Water Bottles 
$10 each.

Yearbook Ads on Sale until December 31st
Remember all those school memories that you relive every time you 
open a class yearbook?  Wouldn’t you like to help current students 
keep those memories in print?  
You and your business can purchase an advertisement in the 2026 
yearbook that will last “forever”! You will also be supporting a great 
cause.  
Don’t have a business, but have a favorite ECS senior or any student 
for that matter?! What about wishing the whole class of 2026 a great 
future?  Put your creativity to the test and support the yearbook at the 
same time!  
Here is the link or QR code to create and purchase an ad (it is VERY 
easy to create one – website walks you through layout, pictures, etc):

jostensadservice.com/business
Not tech savvy or just don’t have time? We have 
members of the Yearbook staff that would LOVE to put 
together an ad for you!  Email: cnason@ecsny.org or call 
716-699-2316 ext 1103.

Thank you for your anticipated support!!
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