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Welcome
]

Welcome Back to the 2026-2027 School Year!
Dear Steelton-Highspire School District Students and Families,

On behalf of the Steelton-Highspire School District Board of School Directors, administration, faculty, and staff,
itis my great pleasure to welcome you to the 2026-2027 school year!

As we begin a new year together, we are filled with excitement and optimism for the opportunities that lie ahead.
A new school year represents a fresh start—a chance to learn, grow, build new friendships, and achieve new
goals. Whether you are joining us for the first time or returning as a familiar face, we are thrilled to have you as
part of the Steelton-Highspire family.

Our commitment remains steadfast: to provide every student with a safe, welcoming, and engaging learning
environment where they are challenged academically, supported socially and emotionally, and inspired to reach
their fullest potential. We believe that every student has unique talents and abilities, and we are dedicated to
helping each one succeed both inside and outside the classroom.

This year, we will continue to focus on academic excellence, student achievement, and preparing our students for
success in college, careers, military service, and life. Through innovative instruction, extracurricular activities,
athletics, fine arts, and community partnerships, we will provide meaningful opportunities that empower our
students to become confident learners and responsible citizens.

Success is built through strong partnerships between our schools, families, and community. We encourage
parents and guardians to stay engaged by communicating regularly with teachers, participating in school events,
and supporting their children's educational journey. Together, we can create an environment where every student
thrives.

To our students, | encourage you to approach this school year with curiosity, determination, and kindness.
Challenge yourselves to set high goals, embrace new experiences, and support one another along the way.
Remember that every day is an opportunity to learn something new and make a positive difference in our school
community.

As we open our doors for another exciting year, thank you for your continued trust, support, and commitment to
the Steelton-Highspire School District. We are honored to serve our students and families, and we look forward to
celebrating your achievements throughout the year.

We wish each of you a successful, healthy, and rewarding 2026—2027 school year.

Welcome back, and let's make this our best year yet!

Sincerely,

Willie Slade

Superintendent
Steelton-Highspire School District



Mission Statement

Together, we work with members of the board, district staff and community to
educate and develop the whole child to compete, produce, and lead in our ever-
changing society.

Vision Statement

Steelton-Highspire School District is transforming to excellence in all services and
for all students.

Our Shared Values

The Steelton-Highspire School District values relationships, tradition, competition,
and our alumni.

We understand that for all students to be successful in post-secondary training and
employment, the district must ensure the following:

Students are our primary focus and responsibility.

Everyone is treated with dignity and respected for his/her uniqueness.
Cooperation among and commitment from students, parents, community,
administration, faculty and support staff are essential parts of our learning
environment.

Disciplined behavior and pro-social skills are basic to continued growth for all
students.

A strong educational program supported by high quality resources will
enhance the education of our students.

District programs are enhanced when supported by continuous training of
staff.



School Hours

Steelton-Highspire
Elementary School

Grades K-6

250 Reynders
Avenue, Steelton,
PA 17113

717-704-3800
(Ext. 3)

School Hours: 8:00 AM to 2:50 PM
Jr./Sr. High School doors open at 8:00 AM, and students are tardy at 8:16 AM.

Elementary doors open at 8:00 AM, and students are tardy at 8:16 AM.

Steelton-
Highspire Jr./Sr.
High School

Grades 7-12

250 Reynders
Avenue,
Steelton, PA




2026-2027 Calendar

July 2026

Steelton-Highspire School District
2026-2027 School Calendar
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August 17, 2026 First Day of School

August 21, 2026 Schools & Offices Closed

September 4, 2026 No School for Students - Staff PD Day

September 7, 2026 Schools & Offices Closed — Labor Day

October 9, 2026 Early Dismissal — Students & Staff

October 12, 2026 Schools & Offices Closed- Columbus Day/Indigenous Peoples’ Day
October 23, 2026 No School for Students - Staff In-Service

October 26, 2026 No School for Students - Parent/Teacher Conferences
October 27,2026 No School for Students - Parent/Teacher Conferences
November 11, 2026 No School for Students - Schools & Offices Closed
November 25, 2026 Early Dismissal — Students & Staff

November 26-30, 2026 No School for Students - Thanksgiving Holiday —
December 18, 2026 Early Dismissal — Students & Staff

December 21, 2026-January 1, 2027 | No School for Students -Winter Holiday Break
January 15, 2026 No School for Students - Staff In-Service

January 18, 2026 Schools & Offices Closed - Martin Luther King Jr. Day
February 8, 2027 No School for Students - Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 9, 2027 No School for Students - Parent/Teacher Conferences
February 15, 2027 Schools & Offices Closed — President’s Day

March 25, 2027 No School for Students - Staff In-Service

March 26 — 29, 2027 Schools & Offices Closed — Spring Break

April 5, 2027 No School for Students - Staff In-Service

April 23, 2027 Early Dismissal — Students & Staff

April 26, 2027 Schools & Offices Closed

May 26, 2027 Early Dismissal — Last Day of School for Students
May 27-28, 2027 Staff In-Service

May 28, 2027 High School Graduation

First Day of School: August 17, 2026 Last Day of School: May 26, 2027

PSSA Testing Dates (Grades 3-8) Keystone Exam Testing Dates (Algebra I, Biology, Literature)
English Language Arts: April 26-30, 2027 Winter: December 7-18, 2026 and January 4-25, 2027
Math, Science, and Makeups: May 3-7, 2027 Spring: May 17-28, 2027

Math, Science, and Makeups (optional): May 3-7, Summer: July 26-30, 2027

2027



Attendance
]

Regular attendance at school is necessary to maintain a good scholastic rating and
develop in the pupil the personal traits that are expected by future employers. When
students are frequently absence or tardy, they lose valuable classroom instruction and
experiences that cannot be made up. We encourage all students to attend school
regularly. However, we know that students become ill, or have various appointments
that can only be scheduled during the day. Every absence should be for a justifiable
reason. Below you will find an abbreviated version of our attendance procedures. If you
have additional questions, or would like to view our complete attendance policy, you
may call your student’s school or visit our website at www.shsd.k12.pa.us.

Attendance Procedures

1) On the day of the absence, you will receive a phone call and a text message. You
must submit an excuse note within 3 days of the absence or it will be considered
unlawful/unexcused. To submit the absence note, you can respond to the text
message, call the office, or email our attendance emails. We do not recommend
sending in paper notes, as they may be misplaced. The absence note must contain
the student’s full name, reason for the absence, date(s) of absence, and
parent/guardian name.

2) Unexcused tardiness can be cumulative and converted into days of unexcused
absence. This action may result in an offense punishable by a fine for students of
compulsory a school age or a referral for disciplinary action.

3) Students who miss 10+ days of school will be placed on a doctor’s note
restriction, which means that for all absences moving forward, we cannot accept
a parent/guardian excuse. A doctor’s note must then be provided for all future
absences or the absence(s) will be considered unlawful.

4) If you elect to register your child for kindergarten, your child will be subject to
compulsory education (attendance) rules as outlined by the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania.

5) Educational trips for a maximum of up to 5 school days must be approved prior
to the trip by the building principal.

Attendance Emails

ATTEND SCHOOL EVERY DAY! Jt./Sr. High School-

‘%{'f SHSDJRSHAttendance@shsd.ki12.pa.us
Elementary School-
SHSDELEMAttendance@shsd.ki12.pa.us



http://www.shsd.k12.pa.us/
mailto:SHSDJRSHAttendance@shsd.k12.pa.us
mailto:SHSDELEMAttendance@shsd.k12.pa.us

Dress Code
]

At Steelton-Highspire School District, we believe students should dress comfortably and appropriately for a
focused and respectful learning environment. These guidelines help everyone stay safe, confident and
distraction-free.

o Transparent or immodest clothing which attracts undue attention may not be worn.
o No midriff or underwear may be visible.

o Small headbands and barrettes may be worn for the purpose of restraining hair. Hats, sunglasses,
bandannas, or head coverings of any type are not permitted. (Hats will be permitted on administratively
sanctioned “Hat Days”.) Ski masks, bonnets, and hoods are not permitted.

o Shoes must be worn at all times. (Flip flops, slides and platform shoes are prohibited due to the potential
for injury.)
o Any clothing that presents a safety hazard or interferes with the educational process will not be allowed.

« Coats, gloves and jackets must be kept in coat rack/locker areas during instructional time. Exceptions to
this rule may be made by the administration or the classroom teacher.

o Clothing with slogans/pictures displaying or suggesting the use of tobacco, weapons, alcohol, drugs,
obscene language, sexual innuendos, lewd or illegal behavior or which is derogatory to any person/group
for reasons of race, religion, disability, age, gender, national origin or sexual orientation in violation of
civil rights laws prohibiting harassment or discrimination is not permitted.

o Clothing with ornamentation that will scratch or mark furniture or presents possible danger of injury to
the wearer or others (chains, spiked wristbands, studded bracelets or belts) may not be worn.

o Pajamas (including pajama bottoms/pants) are not permitted.

o Small purses will be allowed.

Students not abiding by this dress code will be required to change into an appropriate outfit utilizing the
items on hand at school, or if necessary, parents will be called to bring appropriate clothing so that the
student may resume their regular schedule. Our dress code is designed to promote a safe, inclusive and
respectful environment. Thank you for your anticipated cooperation.

Questions regarding student dress code guidelines may be directed to building administration.



English Language Development

In Steelton-Highspire School District, nearly 10% of our students and their families use
a language at home other than English, including Spanish, Swahili, Arabic, and Haitian
Creole. Steelton-Highspire School District provides targeted services and supports to
assist students in mastering the English language through our ELD Program (English
Language Development Program).

How do you know if ELD support is right for your child?

When a new student enrolls in Steelton-Highspire School District, our ELD Coordinator
reviews each student’s home language survey. If a family indicates that a language other
than English is spoken at home, we will conduct our Family Interview to get further
information about what language looks like in your home. Then potential English
learners are screened in reading, writing, speaking, and listening to determine their
English proficiency.

Parents whose children qualify for ELD services are notified, in a language they understand,
of the assessment results, which include an English Language Proficiency level. Scores are
reported as an English Language Proficiency (ELP) Level from 1 to 6.

If your child qualifies for ELD services (English Language Development), he or she will
receive a combination of a variety of instructional supports such as:
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Special Education Services
|

Special Education Services and Programs, Services for Gifted Students and
Services for Protected Handicapped Students

According to state and federal special education regulations, annual public notice to parents
of children who reside within a school district is required regarding child find responsibilities.
School districts are required to conduct child find activities for children:

« who may be eligible for services via Chapter 14 of the Individuals with
Disabilities Educational Improvement Act of 2004 (IDEA). For
additional information related to Chapter 14/IDEA, please refer to
Chapter 14, IDEA, or to the website: //www.pattan.net/.

- who may be eligible for services via Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973. For additional information related to Section 504/Chapter
15 services, please refer to Section 504, Chapter 15, or the Basic
Education Circular, titled "Implementation of Chapter 15."

« who may be eligible for gifted services via 22 PA Code Chapter 16. For
additional information regarding gifted services, please refer to 22 PA
Code Chapter 26. If a student is both gifted and eligible for special
education, the procedures in IDEA and Chapter 14 shall take
precedence.

This notice shall inform parents throughout the Steelton-Highspire School District of the child
identification activities and of the procedures followed to ensure confidentiality of information
pertaining to students with disabilities or eligible young children. This information is also
published on the District website.

All school age children can be eligible for special education programs and services. If
parents believe that their child may be eligible for special education, the parent should
contact the principal of the child's school, or the Special Education Office at (717) 704-
3800 ext. 3349.

Children ages three through the school-age admission are eligible for Early Intervention
services if they have developmental delays and, as a result, need special education and
related services. Children who are less than the age of beginners and at least 3 years of age
are considered to have developmental delay when difficulties exist in the areas of cognitive,
communicative, physical, social/emotional, and self-help development.

If you have questions regarding Early Intervention, please contact the Capital Area
Intermediate Unit 15 Early Intervention Program at (717) 732-8400.

Learning Knows No Bounds


http://www.pattan.net/

Roller Cyber Academy

The mission of the Roller Cyber Academy (RCA) is to provide a rigorous
education through virtual learning to encourage students to achieve
academically and engage in a 21st-century learning environment while
developing socially and emotionally to become lifelong learners.

The SHSD cyber program utilizes a combination of online learning
platforms including CAOLA and ACELLUS. Platforms are assigned to
students based on the required courses that they will need to progress to the
next grade level. The district monitors student’s cyber attendance, work
completion, and grades very closely to ensure that the cyber platform is an
appropriate learning option for each student.

To apply for the RCA, parents should submit an online application at
https://secure.smore.com/n/ec681. Paper applications can also be
provided. Once the application is received, it will be reviewed for approval.
Approval is based on the student’s grades, needs, and any previous cyber
experience (if applicable). Once approved, parents and students are required
to attend an orientation and parents must sign off on our RCA agreement
form. Courses will then be assigned and your student(s) will be monitored
weekly so that we can provide support as needed.

-LG
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For more information on the Roller Cyber Academy, please contact our
Student Success Advisor, Mrs. Leane Thorn-Beckey, at
Ithorn-beckev@shsd.k12.pa.us or 717-704-3800 (Ext. 3876).



https://secure.smore.com/n/ec681
mailto:lthorn-beckey@shsd.k12.pa.us

Other Important Information
|

Once your registration has been completed, you should hear from your
building within a few business days regarding your student’s start date.
If you have questions once your registration is complete, please get in
touch with the appropriate building.

SHSD utilizes an automated communication system for
district/building communications, events, and emergencies. Please be
sure to attend to these communications, as they will provide need-to-
know information for your student.

Subscribe to our social media pages for ongoing communications.

Free breakfast and free lunch is provided to all students.

To contact the Department of Student Services, Special Education
Department, or upper administration, please call 717-704-3800 (Ext.

4).



Parent & Community
Resources

**Some flyers included were unable to be translated. We apologize for any
inconvenience.



Organization Description Contact Information
PA 211 24hr Referral Service Call 211
24hrs a day, 7 days a week

Central PA Food Bank | Provides listings of all | Visit
food banks/pantry’sin | https://www.centralpafoodbank.org/find-
the area help/find-food/ or call 717- 564-1700

Crisis Intervention 24hr emergency 100 Chestnut St. Harrisburg, PA 17101
mental health service (717)-232-7511 or 1-888-596-4447

Open 24hours

Dauphin County SNAP benefits, Cash 2432 North 7th St. Harrisburg, PA 17110
Assistance Office Assistance, Medical (717)-787-2324
Assistance, LIHEAP Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
Access benefits online:
www.compass.state.pa.us
Tri County Community | PPL Ontrack, 1514 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17104
Action/Community Employment, (717)-232-9757
Action Commission Education, Financial Monday-Friday 9:00am-5:00pm
Empowerment
Child Care Works Subsidized Child Care | Early Learning Resource Center (ELRC)
(cew) Program www.compass.state.pa.us
Mental/Behavioral
Health:
Case Management 1100 S. Cameron St. Harrisburg, PA 17104
Unit (CMU) Mental Health Case (717)-232-8761
Management Services, | Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm
Intellectual Disabilities
Program
Highmark Caring Place 1800 Center St. Camp Hill, PA 17011
Grief Support. No (866)-613-4673
insurance needed Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm
Pennsylvania Multiple Locations

Counseling Services
Ponessa Behavioral

Health

Youth Advocate
Programs

Adult, Children,
Individual, and Family
Support

Behavioral
Health/Mental
Health/Medication
Management, D&A

Individual/Family
Counseling,
Psychiatric
Evaluations,

1-855-272-1652
pacounseling.com

900 N. 6th St. Harrisburg, PA 17102

(717)-233-4027
Monday-Thursday 8:00am-8:00pm
Friday 8:00am-5:00pm

1515 N. Front St. Harrisburg, PA 17102

(717)-232-3150
2030 N. 31 St. Harrisburg, PA 17102

(717)-232-3106

283 S. Butler Rd. Mt. Gretna, PA 17064
(800)-932-0359



https://www.centralpafoodbank.org/find-help/find-food/
https://www.centralpafoodbank.org/find-help/find-food/
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/
http://www.compass.state.pa.us/

WellSpan Philhaven
Behavioral Health

Pennsylvania
Psychiatric Institute

Team Care Behavioral
Health

Medication
Management

Hospitalization,
Residential/Day
Program, Outpatient
Counseling, In-home
services

Inpatient, Outpatient
Services, Medication
Management

Behavioral/Mental
Health, Outpatient
Therapy,
Psychiatry/Medication
Management,
Psychological
Testing/Evals

2501 N. 3rd St. Harrisburg, PA 17110
(717)-782-6420

5570 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17111
(717)-412-0217
Monday-Friday 8:00am-5:00pm

Help Ministries

Thrive Housing
Services

Family Promise of

Housing/Shelters:

Crisis resolution,
Emergency aid,
Housing assistance,
Shelter placement

Transitional and
Permanent Housing
Support

Homelessness
prevention, support,

413 S. 19th St. Harrisburg, PA 17104

(717)-238-2851
Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm

2601 Walnut St. Harrisburg, PA 17103

(717)-364-4152
Monday-Friday 10:00am-5:00pm

56 Erford Road Camp Hill, PA 17011
(717)-737-1100

Harrisburg Capital case management, Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:00pm
Region emergency shelter
Synergy Project Street | 1625 N. Front St. Harrisburg, PA 17102
Outreach Program- (717)-963-7565
Valley Youth House Homeless Youth ages
16-24
Medical:
Hamilton Health Adult medicine, Dental | 110 S. 17th St. Harrisburg, PA 17104
Center care, Pediatrics, (717)-232-9971

Women’s clinic, WIC,
& More

Monday & Wednesday 8:00am-7:00pm
Tuesday & Thursday 8:00am-8:00pm
Friday 8:00am-5:00pm




Community Check-Up
Center

UPMC Community
Care Children and
Teen Center

Healthcare to Women
and Children with MA
and uninsured

Community Health
Clinic

38 Hall Manor PI. Harrisburg, PA 17104

(717)-233-1700
Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:30pm

2645 N. 31 St. 2nd FL, Harrisburg, PA
17110

(717)-782-4650

Monday-Friday 8:00am-4:30pm

Planned Parenthood Abortion, Birth 1514 N. 2nd St, Harrisburg, PA 17102
Control, Emergency (717)-234-2468
Contraception, Gender | Tuesday 9gam-6pm
Affirming Care, HIV Wednesday & Thursday 8am-4pm
Services, Pregnancy Friday 8am-5pm
testing/planning, STD,
Prenatal/Postpartum
Comcast Internet Discounted Internet internetessentials.com
Essentials Support for $9.95/mo. | 1-855-846-8376
SHSD Students
automatically qualify
Immigrant/Refugee
Services:

International Services
Center

Catholic Charities-
Immigrant/Refugee
Services

Latino Hispanic
American Community
Center (LHACC)

Counseling, Food
Assistance,
Information/Referral,
Language Support,
Citizenship

Employment Services,
Resettlement Program,
ESL

Information/Referral,
Basic needs, Housing,
Healthcare,
Employment,
Immigration, Legal
referrals, Bilingual
Services

21 S. River St. Harrisburg, PA 17101

(717)-236-9401
Monday-Friday 8:30am-5:00pm

939 East Park Dr. Suite 102
Harrisburg, PA 17111

(717)-232-0568

1319 Derry St. Harrisburg, PA 17104

(717)-232-8302
Monday-Friday 9:00am-4:30pm
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Steelton-Highspire
School District
250 Reynders Avenue
Steelton, PA 17113
717.704.3800

Elementary Building
— use the call box to
message the office

Administration Building — Use the call box at
door #1 and tell them who you are here to
see, they will then direct you to door #2 and
someone will meet you at that door

Main high school entrance [
— use the call box to
message the office

~ Basketball/Volleyball/Auditorium
= Entrance
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SHSD CAMPUS ADDRESS
250 REYNDERS AVENUE

: STEELTON, PA 17113 "
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PARKING FOR EVENTS AT FOOTBALL

STADIUM — IN STADIUM FOR CASH FEE, 6™ STREET HILL

BESIDE STADIUM, SHSD CAMPUS(SEE RED ARROWS FOR
WALKING TO THE FIELD IF PARKING ON CAMPUS), ON-STREET
**DO NOT ENTER OR PARK IN PRIMROSE ALLEY

ENTRY FOR EVENTS AT FOOTBALL
STADIUM

HS
MEMORIAL FOOTBALL
STADIUM
243 PRIMROSE ALLEY
STEELTON, PA 17113

.v\‘ \



