Tupelo High School Color Guard
Member Handbook | 20262027

The Tupelo High School Color Guard is a competitive performing ensemble of the Tupelo High
School Band program. Membership is earned through the audition process conducted before the
fall marching season. The Color Guard performs with the marching band throughout the school
year and represents Tupelo High School at football games, competitions, parades, and
community events.

The marching season typically extends from July through December and includes all scheduled
rehearsals, performances, football games, competitions, and travel events associated with the
band program.

Students who are also instrumentalists must complete all required auditions and performance
obligations associated with their instrumental ensemble throughout the school year.
Non-instrumental members are expected to participate in the winter guard program to remain in
good standing within the Color Guard program.

Both the student and parent/guardian must sign the acknowledgement form and return it to the
Guard Director.

Fall Color Guard Fees
Annual Fee: $600.00*

Fees may include some or all of the following:

Performance shoes
Costumes

Rehearsal shirts
Warm-ups/windsuits
Backpack

Summer apparel
Travel expenses
Meals during events

* Additional expenses may occur for uniforms, tights, or personal undergarments. Every effort
will be made to keep all expenses at a minimum.

Payment Schedule

e May 2, 2026 — $100.00 (required to secure performance spot)
e July 15— $100.00



e August 15— $100.00
e September 15— $150.00
e October 15— $150.00

All payments are non-refundable.
Payments should be made to “Tupelo Band/Guard,” placed in a sealed envelope, and deposited

in the safe located beside Mr. Thrasher’s office in the high school band hall. The student’s full
name and payment amount must be clearly written on the envelope.

Rehearsals and Performance Schedule

Daily Class Rehearsals

Color Guard rehearsals will take place during the regular school day during the high school band
class (4th block).

Required Rehearsal Attire

Students must wear:

Rehearsal shirt or designated “color of the day” shirt
Black shorts of appropriate length OR black capri leggings

Appropriate athletic shoes
Properly fitted sports bras

After-School Rehearsals

Attendance at all rehearsals and performances is required unless excused by the directors. Please
refer to the Tupelo band calendar. Students will receive a paper copy, and the calendar will be
posted on the Tupelo band Booster Facebook Page, The Band App, and the Tupelo Bands

website (www.tupelobands.org).

Confirmed 2026 Schedule

Summer Band Camp

o July 14-1812:50 PM — 9:00PM
o July21-25]12:50 PM —9:00 PM


http://www.tupelobands.org

Additional Rehearsals
e July 28 | Tuesday Evening Rehearsal | 5:30 PM — 8:30 PM*
e July 31 | Thursday Afternoon Rehearsal | 3:30 PM — 5:30 PM*
e August 4 | Regular after-school rehearsals begin
e August 30 | Saturday Guard Rehearsal | 1:00 PM — 9:00 PM*

*Tentative rehearsal dates if needed.

Competition and Performance Dates

September 27 — Olive Branch High School Competition
October 4 — Rehearsal at Tupelo High School

October 11 — Region I / Tupelo Marching Festival
October 18 — Petal High School Competition

October 25 — Bands of America Memphis Regional
November 1 — MBA Marching Championships
December 5 — Tupelo Christmas Parade

Additional performance dates may be added as schedules are finalized.

Rules and Expectations

Communication Requirements
All students must maintain access to the Guard BAND App account.
The BAND App will be used for:

Announcements

Assignments

Video submissions

Schedule updates

Student and parent communication

Students are responsible for regularly checking the App and staying informed of all updates.

Loss of phone privileges or changes in phone numbers do not excuse students from assignments,
communication requirements, rehearsals, or performances. It is the responsibility of both the
student and parent/guardian to maintain communication with the Guard Directors throughout the
season.



Rehearsal and Performance Expectations
Students are expected to:

Arrive on time and prepared for all rehearsals and performances
Maintain all assigned equipment and uniforms

Wear proper rehearsal attire daily

Demonstrate a positive attitude and respectful behavior
Contribute to the success of the entire ensemble

Color Guard is a team activity that requires discipline, accountability, and commitment to the
group. Students are expected to represent the program with professionalism and pride at all
times.

Physical Wellness and Injury Policy
Students are expected to take appropriate care of their physical health throughout the season.
If an injury occurs, the student must notify a Guard Director immediately. Due to the physical
demands of Color Guard, injuries may require medical evaluation before returning to
participation.
If a student is unable to rehearse or perform due to injury, a doctor’s note must include:

e Nature of the injury

e Participation restrictions

e Expected recovery timeline

The directors reserve the right to require medical clearance before a student returns to full
participation.

Equipment and Uniform Responsibility
Students are responsible for maintaining:

Equipment

Costumes

Rehearsal attire
Performance accessories



Failure to bring required equipment or proper attire to rehearsal is unacceptable.

Students are expected to maintain a clean, polished, and unified appearance that reflects the
standards of the Tupelo High School Band program.

Physical Conditioning and Discipline
Daily physical conditioning is a required part of participation in Color Guard.

Students who consistently fail to follow expectations may receive appropriate disciplinary
consequences, including:

e Conditioning exercises
e Loss of privileges
e Additional responsibilities as assigned by the directors

Academic and Performance Grades
Grades for Color Guard are based on:

Attendance

Participation

Preparedness

Performance responsibilities

Completion of assigned video submissions and coursework by stated deadlines

Hair and Appearance Policy

Performance hair and makeup requirements will be determined by the directors based on the
visual design of the production.

From the beginning of the competitive season through the final performance, students are
expected to maintain approved hairstyles, hair color, and overall appearance standards as
directed.

If wigs, extensions, braids, or other accessories are required, they must:

e Be approved by the directors
e Match the established design



e Remain secure during performances

All associated costs are the responsibility of the student and parent/guardian.

Parent Involvement
Parental support is essential to the success of the Color Guard program.
Parents are encouraged to:

e Join and support the Band Booster organization

e Volunteer when opportunities are available
e Assist with transportation, events, and fundraising activities

Team Responsibilities
All members will participate in:

Bus cleaning

Locker room cleaning

Equipment unloading

Peer teaching opportunities

General organizational responsibilities

Schedules for assigned duties will be posted prior to the start of the season.

Students are expected to treat fellow members, staff, volunteers, and school property with respect

at all times.

Medical Forms

All students must submit a signed medical form completed by a parent or guardian and signed by
a licensed medical provider no later than July 14, 2026. These can be found in the Tupelo High

School Band Handbook, which students will also be responsible for signing.




Handbook Acknowledgement
This Color Guard Handbook serves as a supplement to the Tupelo High School Band Handbook.

Student and parent signatures indicate understanding and acceptance of all policies and
expectations outlined in both handbooks.

We, the undersigned, acknowledge that we have read, understand, and agree to comply with all
guidelines, expectations, and policies outlined in the Tupelo Color Guard Handbook. We
recognize that adherence to these standards is essential to the success and integrity of the band
program.

We further understand that failure to comply with these policies may result in disciplinary action.
Such action may include, but is not limited to, physical conditioning (e.g., push-ups or laps), loss
of privileges during the third quarter, removal from participation in the competitive marching
production, and/or dismissal from the band program.

We acknowledge that all disciplinary decisions are made at the discretion of the Director of
Bands. Additionally, we understand that policies and procedures outlined in the handbook may
be revised at the Director s discretion as necessary.

Before signing this agreement, we have reviewed the attached band calendar and understand the
time commitment required, including all rehearsals, performances, and related obligations
associated with membership in the Tupelo High School Band.

PRINT STUDENT NAME:

Parent/Guardian Signature: Date:

Parent/Guardian Name (Printed):

Student Signature: Date:
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