
NORTH MIDDLE SCHOOL    
HOME OF THE VIKINGS 
612 East Yampa 

Colorado Springs, CO  

80903 
 

Dear Viking Students and Families: 
 
We hope that all of you have had a relaxing and enjoyable summer! It is our pleasure to welcome you to the 
start of the 2026-2027 school year! The summer flew by, but we missed our students and are excited to 
welcome them back to school! We learn so much from each other, and we look forward to establishing that 
same symbiotic relationship with our 6th graders and among our returning and new students and staff 
during the upcoming school year.   
 
Below is some key information for the start of the school year, including links to common necessary 
information: 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 8th: 

Pastries and Pleasantries with the Principal linked HERE. Between the hours of 8:30 – 11:00 am, 6th 
grade students and families and new to North 7th and 8th grade students and families can meet 
Principal Leasure and/or get a building tour and enjoy donuts and coffee.  If you are interested in 
attending, please fill out the following google form. Please enter the front doors by the Viking and 
come to the cafeteria.  

 
*TUESDAY, AUGUST 11th:  

The first day of school for 6th grade students. 6th graders will meet WEB  
leaders who can help them in their transition, will learn about the building, and be able to run  
through their schedule of classes. 6th grade day starts at 8:45am and ends at 3:54 pm. Buses run  
as scheduled (see transportation link below if you aren’t sure of your student’s bus stop or pick  
up time) or you can drop your students off.  All 6th graders will be welcome through the back  
cafeteria entrance on the north side of the building by the track. 6th graders may eat lunch at  
school or bring their own.   
 

*WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12th:  
All students grades 6th – 8th first day of the 26-27 school year. Students will pick up their schedules 

 on the North side of the building by the track—doors open for students on regular school days at 
 7:30am, and breakfast is served at 8:30am. 

 
*MONDAY, AUGUST 17th:  
 School Picture Day— You can place your order on mylifetouch.com using your Picture Day ID: 
 EVT76DRJC. Order before midnight on Picture Day to get FREE shipping! We will also continue to 
 send this info in school communication. 
 
*WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19th:  

Back to School Night from 5:30 – 7:30pm. Please mark your calendars to hear from our 
 administrative team, receive important school year information, and meet your students’ teachers.  
 This is NOT an open house, so please plan to be at North by 5:30pm!  
 

https://canva.link/mhhv4sdzvyx5o9a
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/GbWuVxK3Qs
https://click.m.lifetouch.com/?qs=ABB7InYiOjEsImQiOjQ5NTd9AAoAAAAAA0ngW3bj5yP4CEiqHQLSllo_Acr-dSJJRvpXRvMjZmYquvzRQK23bDaKcpuVKvFJJFTScHHf6EHaKkgRajwkOn-mkYFZjXWijT0X5SnQZDg


BUS INFORMATION  
If you are unsure of where your student catches the bus and the time, please check the  
following link: Transportation Location Information 
 

 
DROP OFF/PICK UP INFORMATION  

If your child walks to school, please remind him/her to cross streets at designated crosswalks on 
 and off campus. If you drop your child off, please look at the attached map for a diagram of drop 
 off/pick up information.  You may drop off or pick up on Yampa, Royer, or on El Paso outside of 
 the designated bus loading areas—you may not park to pick up on the opposite side of El Paso near 
 the buses because when buses are loading, the street becomes impassable in both directions. The 
 first week of drop-off/pick-up will be hectic and take longer than usual, so please be patient and 
 watch carefully for students! Also, please be good neighbors—please do not drop trash in our 
 neighborhood—our families work hard to keep the area clean and we strive to be good community 
 partners.  
 
BELL SCHEDULE 

Bell Schedule for 2026-27 is attached to this email and will also be added to our webpage.   
 
ACADEMIC YEAR CALENDAR 

2026-2027 Calendar in English 
Calendario del Distrito 2026-27 

 
FREE AND REDUCED LUNCH APPLICATION 
 D11 Free and Reduced Lunch Application and Information 
 
PTA (Parent Teacher Association)  

Our PTA meets monthly. If you are interested in helping with student dances, teacher appreciation,  
and school activities, please watch for communication in North Notes, our weekly communication.    

 
SAC (School Accountability Committee) 

Monthly (starting in September), I host our SAC meeting for any interested school constituents, and  
I provide both an in-person and virtual option. If you are interested in hearing about school data,  
finances, goals, and current events, please email Alyssa Lopez (alyssa.lopez@d11.org) so she can  
invite you to our meetings. Times and dates are TBD and will be announced soon. 

 
SCHOOL SUPPLIES 

Unless students are in band or  orchestra, there are no required school supplies, as District 11 
 provides them.  
 
CLASS SCHEDULES 

All students will receive their schedule on the first day of school for all grades, Wednesday, August  
12th.  6th graders will receive a schedule on Tuesday as well, but in case changes are made, they will  
receive a new one on Wednesday.  

 
ATHLETICS 

Fall sports for middle school are a great opportunity for students to become connected. Students  
must have a current sports physical uploaded on a new online platform called Bound to participate  
in the fall season start dates. Additional information on registering for Bound can be found HERE. 

https://infofinderi.com/ifi/?cid=CSSD13N1MABOMN
https://canva.link/v08zkhgnwaads1t
https://www.d11.org/fs/resource-manager/view/d06ba23f-98d9-4683-9520-7c2ab76f2d6e
https://www.d11.org/fs/resource-manager/view/ee3b9cff-d695-4645-a49d-f78545b3a1b1
https://www.d11.org/aboutd11/operations/school/food-and-nutrition-services/free-and-reduced
mailto:alyssa.lopez@d11.org
https://login.gobound.com/account/login?ReturnUrl=%2Fconnect%2Fauthorize%2Fcallback%3Fclient_id%3Dmanager.gobound.com%26redirect_uri%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fmanager.gobound.com%252Fsignin-oidc%26response_type%3Dcode%2520id_token%26scope%3Dopenid%2520profile%2520scfan_api%2520scsuperfan_api%2520bsv_a%2520ea_api%2520offline_access%26response_mode%3Dform_post%26nonce%3D639214760437208096.YmZkMzhjMzMtMDRmYy00NzE4LTg4OWYtMTYzZDRiMTE1YjQ2YzRiMjU4NGUtZGFhNi00NThkLWIyNjUtZDBkMjE2NjNmMDVm%26state%3DCfDJ8D2N18KM4GBCv-9pA5PhWVzsGXAKzJKBtFj5ztoHXmC2c-0WojuR1ROR6vww3ShdbVL9PvEAzFkKeI-Q0lFKPCsPYdd6-S_pLy5j7yj45D1rVT-rTHvL4HmhGnCLUtWFWpK4FDpeePTho0InHP3j-Vyf34VZ2zTCamf1Vo9A7RD1Hn801PW5CFXfmiDQbqtBeYcxjBeFLo-qnBKcSBnAUbxM5QF3uA4dIQm4JL52k6Lf7mMCljdmAVPavq4QPd9Q2cWWuSnNU6iNsIrdUANKJk1D0e1u81G96zaNr_DSPaeE%26x-client-SKU%3DID_NET8_0%26x-client-ver%3D7.1.2.0
https://drive.google.com/file/d/14GQo2U0EGA6ZtWj4iT0LUxog9JvoVmxq/view?usp=sharing


Football - August 10  
Cross Country - August 10 
Girls Volleyball - August 10  
Boys Golf – August 24 
Wrestling - September 28 
Girls Soccer- September 28 

If you have questions about athletics, please contact Latoya Severa (latoya.severa@d11.org) and Justin 
Weickum (justin.weickum@d11.org).  
 
COMMUNICATION 

At North, we communicate consistently through D11 communication pathways.  We utilize D11  
School Messenger to communicate weekly through North Notes (delivered on Sunday afternoons)  
and once a month through our newsletter.  Absence calls and D/F notifications are also delivered  
through School Messenger, so please make sure we always have your current email address and  
phone number.  If you are not receiving our communication, please email Maria Bynes  
(maria.bynes@d11.org) or call her at 719-328-2427.  

 
ATTENDANCE 

Regular and punctual patterns of attendance are important to student success. Research is clear that  
poor attendance is directly correlated to decreased student performance.  Should you need to 

 excuse your student for district-approved reasons (illness—excessive student illness absences may 
 require parents to bring in or send in Dr.’s notes) or weather, please call our attendance line at  

719- 328-2435 and leave a message with Ms. Manuszak.  She will track those messages and clear 
 attendance within 24 – 48 hours. If your student misses a class and is not excused, you will receive a 
 school-generated phone call within the given school hour. 
 
IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION 
Principal: Stephanie Leasure (stephanie.leasure@d11.org) 
Principal’s Assistant: Alyssa Lopez (alyssa.lopez@d11.org)  
6th grade AP: Chrissy Boyer (christina.boyerhickman@d11.org) 
6th grade counselor: Dawn Boden (dawn.boden@d11.org)   
7th grade AP & Athletic Director: Justin Weickum (justin.weickum@d11.org) 
7th grade counselor: Whitney Williams (whitney.williams@d11.org) 
8th grade AP: Grant Ambroz (grant.ambroz@d11.org) 
8th grade counselor: Kelly Gallegos (kelly.gallegos@d11.org) 
Special education counselor: Deb Hronsky: (deborah.hronsky@d11.org)  
 
6th grade families, if you need to chat with a counselor about your student’s schedule, please contact Dawn 
Boden through August 14th. Ms. Boden will be moving to a different school mid-August—we wish her the 
best and will miss her, and we are currently looking for her replacement.  
 
One significant change from previous years is that students will no longer check out chrome books 1 to 1. 
Teachers will utilize chrome books in their classrooms when needed, and there will be a procedure in place 
for students who use their time effectively in class and still need to use a device overnight—more info to 
come. 
 
Vikings and families, I know this was a lot of information, but we hope with some communication ahead of 
the school year, you will feel more at ease going into the school year.  We truly are excited to welcome your 
students back to North, and we look forward to an incredible school year! 
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Sincerely, 
Stephanie Leasure 
Principal—North Middle School 
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