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Dear Williamston Middle School Students, Parents, and Guardians: 

 

Welcome to the 2026-27 School Year! We are looking forward to seeing your child at WMS soon.  The WMS 

faculty, staff, and administration are committed to supporting your child as we begin the 2026-2027 school 

year.   This letter provides detailed information that is intended to provide your student(s) and family with a 

smooth back-to-school transition.  Please see the 2026-2027 Williamston Community Schools Student 

Calendar, which includes the first day of school: August 19. The WMS bell schedule for the 2026-27 school 

year is linked for your convenience.   

 

Additionally, please review the Welcome to WMS:  Your Guide to Success for important information that 

will help prepare your child for a successful year.  

 

 

ONLINE STUDENT REGISTRATION: 

Williamston Community Schools is digitally collecting ALL student registration and enrollment forms inside 

the PowerSchool Parent Portal.  Be sure to complete online registration for RETURNING or NEW students in 

PowerSchool before August 7, 2026. 

 

ORIENTATION DAY:  

Williamston Middle School Orientation Day is scheduled for Wednesday, August 12th, from 10:00 a.m. - 3:00 

p.m..  Please arrive at the main entrance anytime during your assigned block below (by student's last name): 

 

A - E 10:00 - 11:00 am 

F - J 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

K - O 12:00 - 1:00 pm 

P - T 1:00 - 2:00 pm 

U - Z 2:00 - 3:00 pm 

 

You do not need to arrive at the beginning of your assigned hour: lines are the longest at the beginning of each 

hour, so you can save time by arriving later in that block.  

 

The following will take place for students on orientation day: 

● Receive your school schedule & locker assignment 

● Have your school picture taken 

● Pick up a WCS issued Chromebook (6th grade and new students ONLY) 

● Pick up sports and WMS club information 

● Vision screening for all 7th graders 

 

If you are unable to attend orientation day at the designated time and need to make alternative arrangements, 

please contact the WMS office at 517-655-4668 or email Ms. Aubrey at pakenaa@gowcs.net. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1784295222/gowcsnet/ruo6xbhqeeit2cbeyivf/2026-2027StudentCalendar.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1784295222/gowcsnet/ruo6xbhqeeit2cbeyivf/2026-2027StudentCalendar.pdf
https://wms.gowcs.net/resources/bell-schedule
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1GHMDVcgP_r9KuC0MEfPpFkLfXB1E2ACoNBP9AvLbdyw/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.gowcs.net/enroll


LIFETOUCH SCHOOL PICTURES: 

All students should have a picture taken for their school-issued ID card.  You may order prints online from 

mylifetouch.com with Williamston Middle School’s picture day ID #EVTCPBKDN.  School pictures will take 

place on Wednesday, August 12, 2026 during Orientation Day.  Picture retakes are scheduled for Tuesday, 

September 15, 2026.   

 

OPEN HOUSE: 

Williamston Middle School open house is scheduled for Tuesday, August 18, from 4:30-5:30 pm.  Students 

need to have access to their class schedule so they can travel from room to room to meet their teachers.  

Schedules are available in PowerSchool, and paper copies were provided at Orientation Day.  

 

BAND INSTRUMENT RENTALS:  

Signups for instrument rentals start on August 1, and instrument pickup will take place on Tuesday, August 

18, from 4:30-6:00 pm in the WMS cafeteria with Port Huron Music Center.  You must sign up ahead of time to 

pick up your instrument that day. 

 

DROPS AND ADDS FOR REQUESTED SCHEDULE CHANGES: 

Student schedules are created based on required core classes and the elective choices submitted in Spring 2026.  

Options for schedule changes are very limited. Students may only request changes to add or drop Band or 

Choir, to add or drop an intervention class, or to drop a class they have already taken. No other schedule 

changes will be considered. 

 

Schedule change requests must meet the following guidelines:  

● Requests must be for classes within the same hour (e.g., a change from 2nd-hour class A to 2nd-hour 

class B). 

● The new class must have available space. 

● Class changes will not be made because a student wants to be with their friends. 

● Class changes will not be made because a student wants to be with a different teacher. 

 

Any necessary requests for schedule changes must be submitted via the Schedule Change Request Form 

(email requests are not permitted).  

Schedule change requests will be reviewed between August 6-11. Please note that the Counseling Office will be 

closed until August 6, 2026.  Submitting a schedule change request does not guarantee an immediate response. 

Families can expect to hear back by August 11th.   

 

WMS STUDENT HANDBOOK & CODE OF CONDUCT: 

It is the responsibility of students and families to be familiar with the student handbook and code of conduct to 

ensure safety and responsibility during the school year.   

 

Just a few reminders: 

● Cell phones and electronic devices are not permitted and shall not be used during school hours 

(including lunch and recess). They must be left in lockers, with power off. 

● Any student in the 8th grade or younger must have an adult present for entry and supervision 

during any Williamston High School athletic event. 

● Students may arrive at school no earlier than 7:50 AM, when adult supervision is available in the 

building.  They will remain in the cafeteria until dismissal to lockers/hallways at 8:20 AM.   

 

WMS Student Handbook 2026-27, which includes the Code of Conduct, is available on the WCS website.   

 

http://mylifetouch.com/
http://porthuronmusic.com/
http://porthuronmusic.com/
https://forms.gle/soMkeSYDGvqhR1mZ8
https://wms.gowcs.net/policies-procedures/2026-2027-student-handbook


 

PARENT/GUARDIAN VOLUNTEERS: 

The district background check form for volunteers can be found on our website or you may pick up a paper 

copy in the main office. Volunteer background checks expire at the end of the school year and must be annually 

renewed.  You may submit the form online, bring in a printed copy, or scan and email it to pershej@gowcs.net 

at our district office.  Only one form needs to be submitted for individuals who volunteer at multiple locations 

within the district.  

 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH AT WMS 

Breakfast and lunch are served during regularly scheduled school days, without cost to students.   

A la carte items are also available for purchase, and prices vary.  

 

Student food accounts may be paid for by the week, month, or year. Online payments are made through the 

family portal, or checks can be written to Williamston Community Schools and delivered to the kitchen in the 

morning before school starts.  

 

Monthly lunch menus are available on the Nutrislice link on our website and will be linked in each weekly 

WMS Hive Jive. 

 

ATTENDANCE:  

If your student must miss school, please call the Attendance Line at 517-655-4668 (then press 1) to report their 

absence. On the recording, state the student’s name, grade, date of absence, and reason for absence, or 

electronically submit an excuse online through your PowerSchool account.  If your child has an unexcused 

absence, an automated message will be sent to parents/guardians.  

 

In the event of a medical appointment, parents are encouraged to bring documentation of their child’s 

professional appointments to be kept on file. Absences due to documented medical appointments are not 

included in the total hours missed from school.  

 

SCHOOL MESSENGER NOTIFICATION SYSTEM:  

Williamston Community Schools utilizes a rapid notification system called School Messenger.  This automated 

system notifies parents/guardians of school closings and other important messages.  Messages are sent out based 

on information in our PowerSchool student information system.  Parents/guardians are able to add additional 

phone numbers and email addresses to this system by logging into their PowerSchool Parent Access account.  

Instructions can be found on the WCS website under the Parents/Families link. 

 

 

WMS STAFF UPDATES 

 

Stephanie Chandel - Assistant Principal and MS Athletic Director 

 

Mrs. Chandel is excited to start her administration career at Williamston Middle School.  

She comes to Williamston with 22 years of teaching experience.  She taught science and 

health for 19 years at Haslett Middle School, where she also coached track, volleyball, and 

basketball.   Before teaching in Haslett, she taught science and reading in Jackson.   

 

Mrs. Chandel is a proud 20 year member of the Williamston community.  She enjoys 

spending time watching sports with her family.   

 

 

 

Alex Ragnone - WMS Social Worker 

https://wms.gowcs.net/applications-forms/background-check-form
mailto:pershellj@gowcs.net
https://williamston.familyportal.cloud/
https://williamston.nutrislice.com/menu/williamston-middle/lunch/2026-08-01
https://www.gowcs.net/our-district/for-parentsfamilies


 

Ms. Ragnone will be the new social worker at WMS.  Ms. Ragnone will join us from the 

Ingham Intermediate School District, where she provided social-emotional support to 

students from early childhood to the secondary setting.    

 

In her free time, Miss Ragnone enjoys spending time with her family and friends, and she 

especially loves being at her family's cabin up north. I have three brothers and three young 

nephews who keep me busy. In my free time, I enjoy staying active and traveling!  

 

 

Tamara Marshall - English Language Arts Teacher  

 

Mrs. Marshall joined the WMS team at the beginning of the second semester in the 25-26 

school year, where she taught ELA 7 and 8.  Before teaching at WMS, she taught ELA for 

4 years and brings 10 years of teaching experience from Lincoln Park Public School. 

 

Outside of the classroom, Mrs. Marshall likes to spend time outdoors, bake, do crafts, read 

non-fiction, and spend time with her family.   

     

 

 

 

Marlee Stanberry - Special Education Teacher 

 

Mrs. Stanberry will split time between WHS and WMS, and will be at WMS in the 

afternoons.   Mrs. Stanberry is in her 4th year of teaching special education and has 

previously taught in Fowlerville and Howell. 

 

When Mrs. Stanberry is not teaching, she enjoys crocheting, spending time with friends 

and family, reading, and cooking new recipes.  

 

    

 

 

 

I hope this information helps you plan for the new school year.  If you have additional questions, please contact 

the Williamston Middle School main office at 517-655-4668.  I look forward to working with you as we 

continue Williamston Middle School’s strong tradition of excellence! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Adam Supianoski 

 
 


