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Program Specifications

Eligibility: Identified students in grades 3 through 6

Instructional Model: Two weekly pull-out sessions
facilitated by the district GATE teacher

Curriculum Structure: Theme-based academies
featuring diverse learning activities

Academic Focus: Develop advanced creative, logical and
divergent thinking skills

Socio-Emotional Support: Develop strategic coping
strategies and organizational skills




Sample Academies

#1 Secrets of Success: This academy is full of insights and tips for
students and parents to understand and make the most out of the
gifted label. Understanding giftedness can help you be a success
in school, with friends, and at home.

#2 Engineering Bridges: Students will enjoy the opportunity to
apply their mathematical skills in real world situations while
developing team building communication skills.

#3 Aquarium at the School: We will explore the wonders of
marine biology as we meet and exceed science standards while
improving our ability to analyze and apply scientific knowledge
as we create our own aquarium museum.

#4 On To the Theater! Students will step outside their comfort
zone as they select parts, create and memorize lines, provide their
own costumes and perform for classmates and families.




Program Participants

The district’s Gifted Learner Program is geared toward supporting high achieving
students and gifted learners.

The needs of creatively gifted learners are also recognized and addressed; however, they
are best supported by district extracurricular activities such as band, music, choir,
ArtCorps, and drama.




Characteristics of High Achievers

e Effortlessly absorb information =~ e Prefer structure and routine

e Grasp meaning easily e Driven by grades, approval and high
e Listen attentively performance

[ J

Complete assignments on time e Hard workers




Characteristics of
Gifted Learners

e View concepts with depth and multiple
perspectives

e Construct abstractions

e Draw inferences

e Learn rapidly (very few, if any
repetitions, required)

e Driven by curiosity, self-directed
projects, and complex ideas

e Struggle with organization and time
management

e May have strong feelings and opinions

e Can be highly self-critical




Characteristics of Creative Gifted
Learners

Creatively gifted learners exhibit superior levels of
creativity but often struggle in the traditional

classroom setting, appearing off-task or distracted.

They learn in their own unique way, driven by
intellectual curiosity and divergent thinking.

Gifted Creative
Achiever Learner Learner

Response to an Assignment

High Gifted Creative
Achiever Learner Learner

Response to a Question




High achiever learner

Gifted learner

Creative learner

Remembers the answers
when asked

Poses unforeseen questions

Sees exceptions

Works hard to achieve

Knows without working hard

Plays with ideas and
concepts

Performs at the top of the
group.

Is beyond the group

Is in own group

Needs 6 to 8 repetitions to
master.

Needs 1 to 3 repetitions to
master.

Questions the need for
mastery

Is attentive; highly alert and
observant

Is selectively mentally
engaged; anticipates and
relates observations

Daydreams; may seem off
task; is intuitive

Learns with ease;

Already knows

Questions: What if...

Is a technician with
expertise in a field.

Is an expert who abstracts
beyond the field.

Is an inventor and idea
generator

Gets A's.

May not be motivated by
grades

May not be motivated by
grades




Not all high-achieving students are gifted learners.
Not all gifted learners are high achievers.




GATE Identification Categories

Students who Students who Students who obtain an
score at or obtain an SBAC SBAC score at or above
above the 95th score at or above the 95th percentile in
percentile on the 95tf.1 Math or English Language
e Dt percentile on Arts and have also scored
’ both Math and at or above the 90th
OLSAT, or :
COoAT English percentile on the Raven’s,
g Language Arts OLSAT, or CogAT
High Intellectual High High Achievement and
Potential Achievement Intellectual Potential

Grades 2-6 Grades 3-6 Grades 3-6




Identification Methods

Second Grade Universal Screening
Every December, students in second
grade complete the CogAT Screening
Form 8 as the universal screener. The
test is accessible to all students.

Screening for Grades 3-6
Students in grades 3-6 may be
identified as gifted learners
through their performance on the
SBAC or OLSAT, or through the
GATE Portfolio process.




CogAT Screening Form 8

e Online universal screener for students in 2nd grade
e Group administration; 30-40 minutes to complete

e Norm-referenced test; compares test takers to others at the
same age

e Measures students’ reasoning abilities in three areas:

o verbal (picture analogies), quantitative (number
analogies), and nonverbal (figure matrices)

o specifically, measures cognitive development and
problem solving abilities

o Atthe primary level, all three tests are entirely
pictorial, useful for testing English Learners.




OLSAT

e Available to students in grades 3-6

e Offered to new students and by teacher
recommendation or parent request

e Norm-referenced assessment

e Measures cognitive abilities related to a student’s
ability to succeed in school

o verbal comprehension and reasoning,
pictorial, and figural reasoning




Sample SBAC Cut-Off
Scores

SBAC ELA and Math cut-off scores for GATE
Identification are based on the 95™ percentile
ranking for each assessment at every grade
level. Cut-off scores will change annually.

3rd 4th 2571 2559
4th 5th 2637 2606
5th 6t 2671 2641




Portfolio Components
GATE P ORTFOLIO (hyperlinked examples) p

The GATE Portfolio process is an
opportunity for students in grades 3
through 6 to demonstrate their
advanced capabilities.

The student’s teacher organizes
representative work in English or Math
and submits it to a district committee of
teachers who review and evaluate the
portfolio to determine eligibility.

GATE Portfolio Essential Packet

Teacher Anecdotal Input

(observations)

Five classroom-generated work
samples for ELA or Math

Teacher Input Form

Parent Input Form

Student observation/interview
(completed by the GATE Teacher, Brenda Combs)


https://drive.google.com/open?id=1TPcccU3_LMBmzlRlyRVMGCBDoJn5Sr0c
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1itGhQibgl2dJLgkm_NBfsj59I2R2t2vS
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1itGhQibgl2dJLgkm_NBfsj59I2R2t2vS
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Bpgknha4N6g_b_c7UqA_Bcv7gj0W1PyX
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1V_VCGMsLo2Xofblf0n1_WONuxPkWYWcX
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EU_fM9ZPAReMbU6KdYgM_2-x2IeOI_cQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1d2aXnRiIfjNKSTANN_WjQn9PBORrXD4Z
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nPAkjhKEoh1DuQ2B_NAMd9o0MMgGLLDW
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1k4XfP1NNwE76SCZ1njNSw5UpCAawMORm
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1IeS10sUeLGpNDKlBn69pH4cb0kIiLKJX

Supporting GL Program Participants

Participation in the Gifted Learner Program is a privilege for students who maintain
academic responsibility. Students are responsible for all classroom assignments,
assessments, and projects as well as GL program requirements. Students must stay
current with their regular daily schoolwork and uphold satisfactory grades; exemptions or
extensions should not be granted due to program participation.

Ongoing communication and active collaboration with Brenda Combs, the GATE Teacher,
are essential for ensuring student success.




Differentiating Instruction

Q  Modify the content, process, and product to match
readiness, interest, and learning profiles.

Q@  Focus on intellectually challenging work such as
self-paced, high-level projects

a  Offer open-ended, self-directed assignments or
project-based learning activities that enhance
intellectual curiosity and emotional development.

Q  Focus on quality over quantity. Provide students with
challenging learning experiences that ensure
instruction is “different, not more.”

@ Maintain high-level activities that gifted students can
automatically transition to when they finish
classwork early.




TEACHERS CAN DIFFERENTIATE

CONTENT PROCESS PRODUCT

ACCORDING TO STUDENT

LEARNING

READINESS INTEREST PROFILE

FIGURE 1: DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION GRAPHIC
ORGANIZER (TOMLINSON & IMBEAU, 2010)




curriculum compacting, alternate assignments, tiered activities, most
difficult first, discovery learning, anchor activities

. different resources, open-ended questions, mini-lessons, previewing

Delivery . - 1
resources, curriculum compacting, independent study
student choice option, choice boards, tech-based products: websites,

Product - -

podcasts, movie-making

increase the complexity, decrease the structure, higher-level questions,

Depth open-ended activities, students as experts

Breadth interdisciplinary units, interest centers, choice option, case studies

Environment | quiet corners, flexible seating, group/partner work




Have questions?
Want to learn more?

Contact:
Brenda Combs, District GATE Teacher, bcombs@ojusd.org
Armida Coldn, Director of State and Federal Programs,
acolon@ojusd.org


mailto:bcombs@ojusd.org
mailto:acolon@ojusd.org

