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In Partnership with the Tri-County YWCA, Pottstown, PA 19464
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Classroom Location: Lower Pottsgrove Elementary School 1329 Buchert Rd. Pottstown, PA 19464
Phone Number: 610-323-7510

Contact: Jesse Roth, Program Coordinator & Assistant Principal 610-323-7510, ext. 4071
jesse.roth@pgsd.org

Teacher: Ms. Shanna Wiand
Assistants: Ms. Megan Stone, Mrs. Phyllis Bowers
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Pottsgrove PreK Counts Family Handbook

Welcome to the Pottsgrove School District! We are proud to be able to
offer free pre-K programming to residents of the Pottsgrove School District.
Pre- K Counts is a state funded grant that we are able to offer in
partnership with the Tri County YWCA. We are dedicated to providing our
students with a high quality pre-kindergarten experience that will prepare
them for entering kindergarten when they become eligible.

Our program operates under the guidance of OCDEL in Pennsylvania
(Office of Child Development and Early Learning) and we operate in
partnership with the Tri-County YWCA. The program follows a similar
school year calendar of the Pottsgrove School District. See Appendix A at
the end of this document for the 2025-2026 calendar.

The teachers and support staff in our program are highly qualified and certified in early childhood
education. They participate in professional development with the Pottsgrove School District
professional staff.

ELIGIBILITY

Pre-K Counts is a free program for families meeting the income eligibility requirements set forth in
the grant, which is at or below 300 percent of the federal poverty level. Children aged 3 or 4 on or
before August 31 are eligible to participate. Children may participate for up to 2 years depending
on their birthdate and they must be registered for kindergarten when they are 5 years of age on or
before August 31. Prioritization of applicants who are eligible is determined by level of risk (see
risk factors listed in the Pre-K Counts application form.)

CURRICULUM
In accordance with Pre-K Counts Regulations, we use the Creative Curriculum. The research
based curriculum provides the children with many developmentally appropriate experiences
across a broad range of topics. Lessons are integrated with early literacy, early math, science,
social studies and social emotional elements. The curriculum is broken into themes across the
school year. There is also the flexibility for the teachers to include other activities and
experiences based on the immediate needs of the children. There are elements of music, stories
and play experiences that provide many opportunities for the children to grow and learn during the
course of the school year. There are routines built into the day so the children can learn to follow
routines similar to what they will experience when they go to
kindergarten. The children will be assessed every 45 days on
developmental benchmarks that are then shared with the family.
If a child is not making adequate progress, we may refer parents
to the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit for early intervention
support. Typical supports may be speech, occupational therapy
or behavioral support. We partner with the family through the
referral process so we can work together to determine the best
way to meet the needs of each individual child.




ASSESSMENT

This is completed the first time within the first 45 Days of enroliment. Parent conferences will then
be scheduled in late October to review the checklists. This is then completed again in February
and at the end of the school year. Additional conferences will be scheduled in May to review
progress over the year.

During the first 45 days, Pre-K Counts requires children to be screened using the ASQ-3
(academic) and ASQ-SE (social emotional) assessments. The purpose of these screenings is to
ensure a child’s development is on schedule and to identify any areas of support.

We will also be participating in independent reviews of our overall program and the interactions
between students and teachers. This helps us determine how we can best support the growth
and development of all students.

COMMUNICATION

Our primary mode of communication will be through the My Teaching Strategies App. Parents will
be given the information on how to access the app at their registration meeting. _It is also
important that we maintain up to date contact information in case we need to reach parents
in an emergency situation. All student information is kept confidential and nothing is shared

without parental permission.

ENROLLMENT

Applications are reviewed and children are admitted based on level of
risk, using a standardized rubric. Pottsgrove School District is a
partner to the YWCA who lead the registration and enrollment process.
The YWCA will contact you to let you know about enroliment and
application status throughout the summer. Once the class reaches
capacity (14), children will be added to a waitlist. If openings exist,
once an application is received you will be scheduled for a registration \
meeting with the YWCA. At that time, they will review and collect all
required documents including:

- Birth Certificate (original copy)

- Parent Identification (drivers license)

- Income Verification (One month of pay stubs, W2, financial
support letter, compass benefits statement, or zero income
declaration letter).

- Residency Verification- copy of a lease, mortgage or if you are not the leaseholder we will
need a multiple-occupancy form signed and notarized.

- Proof of Immunizations, health, dental, and vision screenings

- Copy of IEP if one is in place through Early Intervention

At the registration meeting, the YWCA will also have you complete an emergency form which will
include contact information for you and any designated emergency contacts you may wish to
include. This will also include medical insurance information.



MODEL BEHAVIOR

Please remember that you are in the presence of children and school staff when you are dropping
off, picking up or visiting the classroom. Use of negative or inappropriate language will not be
tolerated. While we all have bad days or things do not go our way, it is important to remember
that our children are watching and listening. We teach all of the children to have respect for all
and to maintain dignity even when we are upset. Please help us in our mission by being a
positive role model to your child. Bullying, using abusive language or threatening staff will not be
tolerated and could result in your child being removed from the program.

PROGRAM OPERATIONS

Our classroom at Lower Pottsgrove Elementary School will operate in conjunction with the
Pottsgrove School District school calendar (appendix A). The school day will run from 9:00 AM-
3:30 PM. There will be no before/after care available at the Lower Pottsgrove site (please see
transportation for more information) however if additional hours of care are needed before or after
school, other providers (i.e. YWCA) may be utilized. On days that the school building is operating
on an early dismissal schedule, Pre-K Counts will be dismissing students at 2:00pm. Parent drop
off and pick up will take place in the upper parking lot at Lower which is in the rear of the building.

During the school day, the children will participate in a variety of engaging activities designed to
promote social emotional growth and pre-academic skills. There are small motor and gross motor
activities during the day. The children also learn how to share and work together in the classroom
community. There are opportunities for creative and free play, art activities, music and listening to
stories. The teacher will communicate daily with families about the activities and learning in the
classroom, including pictures of your child engaging in different activities throughout the day.

FLEXIBLE INSTRUCTION PLANS

In the event that the district must unexpectedly close school for more days than the school year
calendar allows, or in other circumstances permitted under PKC regulations, the PKC Coordinator
may implement a Flexible Instruction Plan (FIP). FIPs may be used for pre-defined circumstances
including, but not limited to, inclement weather closures, Act 80 and teacher in-service days built
into the provider program year calendar, emergency-related classroom or building closures, and
to support a student with an extended excused absence. Materials and instructions for FIP days
will be sent home with each student, and families will be notified via email prior to the FIP day.
The FIP will include a minimum of 30 minutes of learning tasks that address all learning domains,
as well as the requirement that a photo of the completed learning activities be taken and
submitted to the classroom teacher by an adult.

TRANSPORTATION

-The Pottsgrove School District will provide transportation at no cost to families for the Pre-K
Counts program. Children will be transported via a school district vehicle that will be equipped
with the necessary child restraint systems in compliance with transportation guidelines.

-We will be able to pick up at local before and after care programs located within the greater
Pottstown area. To request a bus stop change due to a move or daycare/babysitting changes



these requests must be submitted in writing by the parent/guardian to the child’s
building secretary.

-Transportation requests and changes take 3-5 business days to process.
Updates will be communicated to families by the school team. Building Secretary
Contact Numbers: Lower Pottsgrove Elementary: 610-323-7510. -Any emergency
bus changes or arrangements to pick up a student instead of riding the bus must
be communicated to the school office by 12:00 PM (noon) on that day.

-Students must have a parent, guardian, or older sibling 18 or older present and
visible at the designated bus stop for the student at drop off and pickup. If no
parent, guardian, or older sibling is visible at dropoff, the driver will complete the route and return
to the stop. If no one is still present, the student will be returned to the school for pick-up.

- Parents and guardians may not legally board a school bus at any time for any reason. Doing so
will result in a $500 criminal fine.

- Students are required to be visible at their designated stop 5 minutes prior to the scheduled
pick-up time. Drivers will wait a maximum of 1 minute past the scheduled pick-up time before
departing. Buses will not turn around, re-route, or return to a completed stop or school building for
a student who missed the bus. If a student misses the bus, it is the sole responsibility of the
parent, guardian, or emergency contact to arrange safe alternative transportation to school.

CLOTHING & PERSONAL ITEMS

The Pottsgrove School District is not responsible for lost or stolen personal items. Please send
two sets of clothing labeled with your child’s name to keep in the classroom in case of any
“accidents”. Children may bring a blanket for naptime and a water bottle. Please be sure
everything is clearly labeled. If your son or daughter is still in pull ups or diapers, please provide a
supply of those items along with wipes, clearly labeled, for use in the classroom. The classroom
staff will notify you when there is a need for more supplies. Spare clothing will be sent home
periodically when the weather changes or the items become too small for your child. Weather
permitting, the children go outside every day. Please make sure your child is dressed for the
weather. Water bottles should be clearly labeled and not contain any liquid except water.

Children should not bring any outside food or beverages into the classroom at any time. Blankets
will be sent home weekly to be laundered. There is a limited supply of extra clothing on hand in
case of an “accident”. These items should be laundered and returned to the classroom. Students
should not bring electronic devices of any kind to school. Children should come to school
prepared to participate in a variety of activities, shoes should attach to the child’s foot. Slides and
flip flops are not safe choices for school.

PHOTOGRAPHS
During the course of the school year, we will be taking photographs of the children engaged in
many activities. These may be used on the school district website and social media platforms.



There will be 2 opportunities during the school year( fall and spring) for more formal school
photos by Lifetouch. Details will be provided in advance of the scheduled dates.

INCLUSION

Pre-K Counts is a fully inclusive program. Our program is developmentally
appropriate for students ages 3-5 and we support full access for all ,
students. As the teachers get to know the children, modifications are made g## ;
to meet the unique needs of each child. We are happy to work with outside #¥ "\
agency staff in support of your child. Prior to working with outside agency
staff, we will need a copy of your son or daughter’s Individualized Education
Plan (IEP) or Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP). Additionally, we
need a signed release form giving us permission to communicate with the
agency as well as clearances for the outside agency staff person. It is
important to bring IFSP or IEP documents to your registration session
to avoid a delay in service for your child.

SUSPENSION/EXPULSION

At Lower Pottsgrove Elementary School, all staff involved in the Pre-K Counts program follow the
Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) framework. This means we focus on
teaching and encouraging positive behaviors through consistent routines, clear expectations, and
reinforcement of appropriate actions. For example, children are taught to use kind words, take
turns, and follow directions using visual cues, role-playing, and praise when expectations are met.
Staff also use tools like behavior charts, calm-down spaces, and social stories to help children
manage emotions and make good choices. Parents are consulted to gain insight into the
individual needs of the child and glean strategies that work best when faced with challenging
behaviors.

Our goal is always to support each child's development in a caring and structured environment.
Suspension or expulsion is considered only as a very last resort. However, if a child’s behavior
poses a serious risk to the safety or health of other students or staff, a suspension may be
necessary, and is at the discretion of the school administration.

Steps Taken Before Suspension or Expulsion

Before any consideration of suspension or expulsion, Lower Pottsgrove Elementary will
implement the following comprehensive intervention steps, focusing on understanding the child’s
behavior, collaborating with families, and providing targeted support:

1. Observation and Documentation - Staff will observe the child and document the behavior,
including time, context, triggers, and responses. Patterns of behavior will be recorded objectively
and shared with the center director.

2. Family Communication - A meeting will be scheduled with the child’s family to discuss the
behavior. Open, respectful dialogue will be encouraged to understand the child’s needs and
possible contributing factors at home or school.

3. Implementation of Support Strategies - Individual behavior support plans may be developed.
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Teachers may adjust the classroom environment, routines, or expectations. Visual aids, sensory
tools, and additional supervision may be provided.

4. Referral to Specialists - If needed, referrals will be made to early intervention programs, mental
health consultants, or other specialists. Families will be supported in accessing community
resources.

5. Ongoing Monitoring and Communication - Progress will be reviewed regularly with the family
and adjustments made to the support plan as needed. Consistent communication between staff
and families is required to continue through ongoing monitoring.

Suspension Guidelines
A child may be temporarily suspended only when:

- Their behavior poses an immediate risk to themselves or others and are not in alignment
with the code of conduct.

- All support strategies have been attempted without success.

District Suspension Policy:

- The principal or person in charge of the school may suspend any student for disobedience
or misconduct for a period of one (1) to ten (10) consecutive school days and shall
immediately notify the parent/guardian and the Superintendent in writing when the student
is suspended.

- No student may be suspended without notice of the reasons for which s/he is suspended
and an opportunity to be heard on his/her own behalf before the school official who holds
the authority to reinstate the student. Prior notice is not required where it is clear that the
health, safety or welfare of the student population is threatened. Suspensions may not be
made to run consecutively beyond the ten-school day period.

- When the suspension exceeds three (3) school days, the student and parent/guardian will
be given the opportunity for an informal hearing with the designated school official. Such
hearing shall take place as soon as possible after the suspension. The District shall offer
to hold the informal hearing within the first five (5) days of the suspension.

- Informal hearings under this provision shall be conducted by the building principal, but
may also be conducted by the Superintendent or any administrative designee of the
principal or Superintendent.

Expulsion Guidelines
Expulsion will only be considered when:
- The child’s behavior continues to be unsafe despite exhaustive intervention.
- The program is unable to meet the child’s needs even with support from outside
professionals.
- Ifa parent is unresponsive to standard phone calls or emails, the district will:

- Utilize Certified Mail: Send official notices detailing the behavioral concerns, the
risk to the child's placement, and requests for meetings via certified mail with return
receipt requested.

- Perform Multi-Channel Outreach: Attempt contact through all documented
emergency contacts, home visits (often via a district social worker or home-school




visitor), and physical letters handed over during drop-off/pick-up if the child is still
attending.

Before Expulsion
- Afinal meeting will be held with the family and director.
- Assistance will be offered to help the family find a more suitable program.

REFERRALS

As we get to know your son or daughter, we may see areas that need support above what is
provided in the classroom. Examples could include a need for speech support or behavioral
support. Concerns may be discussed at the scheduled parent conferences or as need arises
during the school year. For many areas we would recommend connecting with the Montgomery
County Intermediate Unit for evaluation through the Early intervention program. Additionally, local
agencies such as Creative Health, Indian Creek or Devereux can also be a benefit. For students
with an Individualized Education Plan in place through the Montgomery County Intermediate Unit,
the Pre-K teacher as well as an administrator should be invited to all IEP meetings.

SOCIAL/EMOTIONAL LEARNING

One of the key benefits of our Pre-K program at Lower Pottsgrove Elementary is helping children
build essential social and emotional skills in a supportive school environment before they enter
kindergarten. Through the use of Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS), we teach
children how to follow routines, manage emotions, and interact positively with peers. Classroom
expectations are clearly modeled and reinforced each day, and staff use strategies such as visual
schedules, calm-down spaces, and social stories to guide children through challenging moments.
By nurturing skills like sharing, taking turns, and problem-solving, we help children gain the
confidence and self-regulation needed for long-term success in school and beyond.

HOLIDAYS AND CELEBRATIONS

We recognize that our diverse classroom may have children that celebrate different holidays
throughout the year. We respect the rights of all to celebrate holidays in their own way. Holidays
will not take precedence over the daily curriculum in the classroom but will be incorporated into
those daily routines. Children may engage in activities related to the secular representations of
the holiday (pumpkins, trees, snowflakes, etc.). For example on Halloween, we may have
children experience a pumpkin carving activity in place of a costume party. The teacher will
include books, stories and videos depicting many holidays around the world to expose children to
the concept that there are many different holidays and not everyone celebrates every holiday or
celebrates in the same way. Children will be given choice when the class engages in holiday
themed activities so they can be more aligned with their family beliefs and traditions.

Birthday Celebrations: The classroom teacher will develop their own classroom celebration
around student birthdays. These celebrations will not include the use of food in any manner.
Parents may not bring in any edible treats for student birthdays. In adherence to our district food
allergy policy, outside food is not permitted. Families may choose to talk to the teacher about
another way to celebrate with the class. For example, parents may wish to come into the




classroom and share a story and a special craft with the students or send in an age appropriate
favor for the children in the class to take home.

TRANSITION

For many children and families, Pre-K Counts may be the first experience in a school setting. To
support a smooth transition, our staff will work closely with families to build comfort and
confidence through consistent communication, orientation activities, and welcoming classroom
routines. As the children become of age to transition to kindergarten, the school district will notify
parents of important dates for registration and screening. The teacher will also collaborate with
district kindergarten staff to provide meaningful classroom experiences that help prepare children
for the next step. If possible, eligible students may participate in a short field trip to visit a
kindergarten classroom. For students who have an IEP the school team will work with the
Montgomery County Intermediate Unit and the Special Education Department at Pottsgrove to
host early intervention transition meetings in the winter and spring. These meetings will include
discussion on the next steps of the transition for the students to ensure their IEP identified needs
are met.

HEALTH & SAFETY GUIDELINES

While in the classroom, on the bus or outside at play, the children will be actively supervised at all
times. Per Pre-K Counts guidelines there will be a minimum ratio of one adult to every 10 children
at all times. Lower Pottsgrove has a school nurse on site who would be available in an
emergency situation. If your child is sick please keep them at home. Young children spread
germs easily and we want to avoid other staff or students getting sick. If your child has a fever, is
vomiting or has diarrhea they should be kept home until they are symptom free for 24 hours. If
your child has an unknown rash, please seek a medical opinion before sending children to school,
this is also the case for other highly contagious conditions such as Impetigo or Ring Worm. If a
child is found to have live lice on their person, they will be sent home for treatment and can only
return when cleared by the school nurse. If a child tests positive for Covid, flu or any other
contagious virus, they should be kept home until cleared to return by their medical professional.

ALLERGIES, ASTHMA OR OTHER HEALTH DIAGNOSE
Students admitted into pre-k counts should have had health and dental screenings from a
licensed medical and dental practitioner prior to the first day of school. Please contact the
program coordinator for available resources if needed. During the school T

year, a vision and hearing screening will be coordinated at the school for
each student at no cost. Parents will be notified by the school when this is
to occur. v
If your son or daughter has a diagnosed allergy, asthma or other condition
such as a seizure disorder or diabetes, we must have a Care Plan on file
from your child’s medical care professional. This plan and any directions
for medication administration must be on file in the classroom and
updated as there are changes in the plan. If your child must take
medication during the school day, we must have proper authorization
from the doctor with directions for administration and the medication must




be in the original container and the label must display all pertinent information. This includes
prescription and over the counter medications. This also includes rescue inhalers and Epi pens.
If your child is to wear sunscreen or insect repellent while playing outside, you will be required to
complete a permission form for the teacher to apply either. Children are not permitted to apply on
themselves and the products must be kept out of the reach of children as they are poisonous if
ingested. In the event of a true emergency, the school has the right to contact 911. I1f 911 is
called, parents will also be notified.

ATTENDANCE

School attendance is a key factor to student success. If your son or daughter is absent, tardy, or
leaves early, a written note with the date of and reason for missing school is required within 3
school days of the child’s return to school. A written note may include a signed letter sent to
school with the student or dropped off at the front desk of the school, or by emailing
LPAbsent@pgsd.org. If you will be traveling, an educational trip form needs to be completed and
approved by the school before the absence occurs.

Absences: Full attendance means five school days per week, with the student present from
9:00am-3:30pm. Families will be contacted when children are absent for 3 consecutive days to
learn the nature of the absence and offer support, as appropriate. When children have more than
5 consecutive unexcused absences, the school and family, together, must discuss the reasons for
the absence and determine ways to support the student’s attendance in school. Children who
have 10 or more consecutive unexcused absences or more than 10 percent unexcused absences
over the course of the school year (more than 18 days total) and have not responded to program
support must be dismissed from the program. This includes students who are admitted into the
program and then do not attend school during the first 10 days of class.

Tardiness or Early Departures:
Tardiness is lateness to school. Early departures are checking your student out of school early.

Tardiness and early departures negatively impacts learning due to loss of instructional time. In the
elementary setting students participate in morning routines, eat breakfast together, and establish
a strong start to their day. Similar practices occur at the end of the school day. When a Pre-K
student arrives in the classroom outside of that window, he or she misses an important step in
having a successful day. Tardiness is not excused for missing the bus, oversleeping, car
problems, weather conditions, etc.

The definitions for excused and unexcused absences and tardies are outlined below:
- Excused absences are defined as those absences when a student is prevented from
attending for physical/mental health or other urgent reasons. These can be further defined
as illness, family emergency, death of a family member, health or dental appointments,
fire, natural disaster, or other extenuating circumstances deemed as excused by the
program.
- Unexcused absences are any absences that are not included in the above definition of
excused absences.
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CUSTODY AGREEMENTS
If there is a child custody order in place, it is imperative that we have a copy of the order on file.
This is also imperative if there is a PFA in effect that includes the child.

SMOKING
Smoking or any tobacco or vaping use is not permitted at any time on school grounds or in school
buildings. This includes in your vehicle while it is on school grounds.

VISITORS

Visitors to the classroom will be required to check in at the main office at Lower Pottsgrove
Elementary School and present their ID before coming to the classroom. Visitors without proper
identification will not be permitted to enter the classroom. Advance notice of an early dismissal is
preferred but we do understand that emergencies do occur. Only authorized individuals will be
permitted to pick up your son or daughter from the classroom.

EMERGENCY DRILLS

We will participate in all mandated emergency drills that the school participates in and will follow
those evacuation procedures. This includes fire drills, weather drills and intruder drills. The
children will be instructed on the procedures to follow prior to the drills and families will be notified
once a drill is complete so that you may follow up at home.

FAMILY COMMUNICATIONS

Families will receive daily updates from the classroom about their child’s day through the
SmartTeach app. This may include photos or written messages. Communication is a key factor
in student success and communication between home and school is highly encouraged.

Guiding Principles (PA Framework Aligned)

1. Family engagement is a shared responsibility. We work together with families as equal
partners.

2. Family engagement is continuous across a child’s life. Engagement begins at enroliment and
continues through transitions and developmental stages.

3. Family engagement occurs across settings. We connect learning between home, school, and
the community.

4. Family engagement is culturally and linguistically responsive. We honor each family’s values,
culture, language, and traditions.

Goals of LPES Family Engagement Policy

- Build trusting relationships with all families.

- Support family participation in their child’s education.

- Provide families with tools and resources to promote development
at home and in the
community.

- Encourage two-way communication and shared decision-making.

- Facilitate smooth transitions for children and families.




Key Strategies
1. Welcoming Environment - Create inclusive and respectful spaces for families. Display family

photos, home languages, and cultural artifacts. Provide orientation and onboarding for new
families.

2. Two-Way Communication - Use multiple communication methods (email, texts, newsletters,
apps, in-person). Hold regular parent-teacher conferences and family check-ins. Offer
translation/interpretation as needed.

3. Family Participation and Leadership - Invite families to participate in classroom activities,
events, and field trips. Encourage families to share their talents, traditions, and expertise. Create
opportunities for families to serve on advisory boards or committees.

4. Home-School Connection - Share learning activities families can use at home. Involve families
in goal-setting and individualized learning plans. Provide resources that support literacy, health,
and social-emotional growth at home.

5. Culturally Responsive Practices - Respect and incorporate families’ cultural values, beliefs, and
languages. Provide professional development for staff on cultural competency and bias.

6. Community Partnerships - Connect families with local support services (health, housing, food,
parenting programs). Collaborate with early intervention, mental health services, and family
support networks.

7. Transitions - Provide guidance and support during key transitions (home to center, preschool to
kindergarten). Offer transition meetings and collaboration with receiving schools or programs.

NAPTIME

As a full day program, we provide a one hour nap time daily, except for early release days.
Children will have an assigned cot that they will use daily. While we understand that not all
children nap regularly, they will be required to at least remain quiet on their cot during the one
hour naptime. Books or other quiet activities may be offered to support the students during this
time. Students may bring a blanket and or favorite stuffed animal for nap time, please make sure
everything is labeled with the child’s first and last name. In the event that the district uses more
snow days than the calendar has allotted, the PKC program coordinator may opt to replace nap
time for a specific number of days with instruction in order to make up for the missed instructional
time required by the state. In this case, parents will be notified via email through SmartTeach App,
email, or the newsletter which days nap time will be replaced.

MEALS

Students will be served breakfast, lunch and a PM snack during the school day. All meals are
served family style in the classroom. Students are encouraged to serve themselves and to try
everything. Dietary restrictions must be shared and a doctor’s note provided. If your child cannot
eat certain foods for religious purposes, please let us know at registration so this can be
communicated to our food service provider. We cannot serve outside food or beverages. Please
do not send extra snacks with your child.
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CLEANLINESS

The classroom is cleaned daily by the school custodial staff. Additionally, cleaning and sanitizing
by the classroom staff occurs frequently throughout the day. Most notably, before and after meals
and cots are sanitized daily after naptime. The staff and children engage in handwashing
throughout the school day.

TOILETING
There is a bathroom located in the classroom. Children do not have to (¥
be potty trained before entering the program. Staff are on hand to '
support the students with toileting needs including changing diapers or E
pull ups. We will do our best to support your potty training efforts at

school, but we do not believe that forcing the issue is the best course ' &
of action for the children. Please provide a supply of diapers/pull ups 3" ‘
and wipes for your child labeled with their name.

OPEN HOUSE
We will have an Open House in the fall before school starts for parents §
and students to visit our classroom and meet the staff. Dates willbe ¥
announced in early August. We look forward to seeing our returning
students and meeting our new friends!

13



2026-2027 Pottsgrove School District Pre-K Counts Handbook Acknowledgement Form

| certify that | have read and understand the Pottsgrove Pre-K Counts Handbook. | understand
that this information is in accordance with Pre-K Counts regulations and the policies of the
Pottsgrove School District, and | agree to adhere to the policies and practices included within.

Signature of Guardian

Printed Name of Guardian

Date

Child’s Name

The Pre-K Counts Handbook Acknowledgement Form can be completed electronically in the link.
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APPENDIX A -
2026/2027 SCHOOL YEAR STUDENT CALENDAR

Pre-K Counts 2026-2027 School Calendar
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13|14 15|16 |17 [1a8[19 014 [15]16 ]| 17|18 [19 |20 25- Snow Make wp #1
20|21 |22 |23 |24 |25 |26 |21 |22 |23 | 24 |26 [ 26| 27 29- Holiday No Schoo
30 Early Dismissal -2 PM 27 | 28 | 29 28 |28 | 30 | 31 29 - Snow Make up day £2
20 Student Days 22 Student Days
S| M| T|W|T|F | S S8 | M| T|W|T™|F |8
1 2 3 1 213
4 |5 | 6| 7|8 |9 |1] 4 5|6 (7|88 |10
12- Holiday No Schoo 1M 12| 13|14 |15 |16 |17 Q11 |[12[13 |14 |15 [ 16 |17
28 -Early Dismissal -2PM | 18 |18 (20 ) 21 |22 123 |24 § 18 (19 ) 20 |21 | 22 | 23 | 24
30 -ParentTescher Conl. | 25 | 26 | 27 29 M QP25 |28| 27 29 | 30 28 -Early Dismissal -2 PM
17 Student Days 19 Student Days
S| M| T|W|Th|F S S | M| T|W|Th |F |8
taf yMoSwdents | 1 | 2 B3] 4 | 5] 6|7 1
B |9 |WM|M[12|13|1442 |3 |4 |5 ]|6]|7T |8
15|16 |17 |18 |19 |20 | 21 9 |10 11 |1 13 (14 |15
22 |23 | 24 |25 26020 28 | 16 | 17 BB 19 | 20 | 21 | 22 |18 - Staft Day No Stwdents
25-2T Holiday No Schos 29 | 30 23 | 24 | 25 [ 26 | 27 | 28 | 29 |18-Parent/Teacher Conf.
30 |13 31- Hollday No Schoo
17 Student Days & Student Days
5| M| T|W|[Th|F |S535 | M| T|W|Th|F | S
1]2[3]4]5 11213 |45
6|7 1809w 206 N0 1]12] 7 canyoismissazem
1314|1516 |17 |18 1913|1415 16|17 [18 |19 B- Last Day of Schoal
23 . Early Dismissal - 2 Pm| 20 | 21 | 22 24 |25 |26 Q20 |21 |22 |23 |24 [25 |26 8 Early Dismissal 2 PM
24-31 Holiday No School | 27 28200 81 27|28 |29 |30
Snow Makeup Days (March 25 & 79)
Total Teachar Days 188
Total Student Days 182

Fall Checkpoint - October 20, 2026
Winter Chackpaint - February 14, 2027

Spring Checkpaint - May 16, 2027
This calendar may be revised by the BOE as needed. * Last day may change if unexpected closures occur,

15



