
Parent Letter on Vaping Sensors in Our Schools 
 
August 6, 2026 
 
Dear Parents / Guardians, 
The Palmerton Area Senior High School and the Junior High School, like many schools across 
the state and nation, have experienced challenges related to student vaping.  However, I am 
pleased to share that the number of students identified for vaping in school has decreased 
considerably since the installation of our vape detectors and cameras. 
 
While we understand that vaping has not been eliminated completely, our data shows significant 
improvement.  Our measures have served as an effective deterrent, and we appreciate the 
continued partnership of our families in addressing this important issue. 
 
Please consider taking time today to have a conversation with your child / children about the 
dangers of vaping.  Together, we can continue working toward a healthier future for our students. 
Helpful resources to support these conversations are included at the end of this letter. 
 
The purpose of this communication is to: 

➢​ Inform families about the continued presence of vaping concerns. 

➢​ Provide resources for families who may need support or information. 

➢​ Remind families that vape detectors remain active in our schools. 

➢​ Review the possible consequences associated with vaping on school property. 
 
We take this issue very seriously due to the negative health effects associated with vaping and 
nicotine use.  We also recognize that some parents may not be aware of the risks associated with 
vaping or may not realize that their child is using these products. 
 
During the 2023-2024 school year, we installed vape sensors in the Junior High School and 
Senior High School bathrooms.  During the 2024-2025 school year, we expanded this effort by 
installing a sensor in the Nurse’s Office.  These sensors alert school staff when a detectable 
change in the air is identified, allowing us to respond quickly and address concerns. 
 
After reviewing last year’s data, we found a substantial decrease in vaping-related disciplinary 
incidents.  The vape sensors, along with our continued education and enforcement efforts, have 
clearly helped reduce vaping in our schools. 
 
Unfortunately, we have seen an increase in vaping incidents when our facilities are being used 
for student activities, community events, and other activities outside of the regular school day. 
Please remember that vaping and the use of nicotine products are prohibited on all school 
property at all times.  The sensors are set to operate 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 
While we cannot and will not tell adults what personal choices they should make, we want to 
remind everyone that vaping and nicotine products are not permitted on school property.  More 
than half of the incidents detected last year occurred during weekends or outside events.  In 



addition to violating School Board Policy 904, these actions are not permitted on district 
property. 
 
Student vaping may be the result of nicotine addiction, peer pressure, curiosity, or a combination 
of these factors.  Beyond the serious health concerns associated with vaping, student vaping also 
impacts academic success.  Students who vape during the school day are missing valuable 
instructional time, which can contribute to lower grades and gaps in understanding classroom 
material. 
 
Additionally, vaping on school property negatively impacts our students and staff.  Others may 
be exposed to harmful substances and may feel uncomfortable or unsafe when witnessing these 
behaviors.  Maintaining a healthy and respectful school environment requires everyone’s 
cooperation. 
 
Vaping is the act of inhaling vapor produced by an electronic cigarette or vaporizer.  These 
products may contain nicotine and other substances that can be harmful.  Vape liquids are 
available in many flavors and may have sweet or fruity smells.  Examples include grape, 
strawberry, bubblegum, and lemonade. 
 
Vape devices come in many shapes and sizes.  Some common examples include thick pens, 
devices resembling i-Pad styluses, flash drives, highlighters, and small flask-shaped devices with 
a chimney-like attachment. 
 
The legal purchasing age for nicotine products, including vaping products, is 21.  However, 
students have reported obtaining these products from a variety of sources, including stores, 
online purchases, older siblings, friends, and, unfortunately, even adults. While many businesses 
follow the law and take steps to prevent illegal sales, access to these products remains a concern.  
The Surgeon General has reported that nicotine is highly addictive and can negatively impact 
adolescent brain development.  Nicotine use can affect areas of the brain responsible for 
learning, attention, concentration, decision-making, and impulse control. 
 
Vaping is prohibited by the Junior High School and Senior High School Student Handbooks / 
Code of Conduct.  Parents acknowledge receipt of the Student Handbook and are expected to 
review the information and expectations with their child. 
 
When a vape sensor is activated, school district staff will investigate the incident.  If the 
investigation establishes reasonable suspicion that a student has violated School District policy 
or the law, the student may be searched in accordance with applicable School Board policies and 
state law. 
 
While we make every effort to educate students and prevent vaping through proactive measures, 
there will be consequences for students who possess or use vaping products on school district 
property.  These consequences may include citations, police involvement, security involvement, 
suspension, disciplinary action, and parent/guardian contact. 
 



Our goal is to partner with families to help students make healthy, responsible decisions that 
support both their personal well-being and our school community.  Thank you for your continued 
support of our schools. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Paula A. Husar​
High School Principal 
 
David Sodl Jr.​
Junior High School Principal 
 
Justin Petersen​
High School Assistant Principal and Athletic Director 
 
cc:  ​ Mr. Ryan Kish … Assistant Superintendent - Finance and Facilities 

Dr. Daniel Heaney …  Assistant Superintendent - Academic Programs & Technology 
 
 
Resources for Families 

➢​ CDC – E-Cigarettes and Youth: What Parents Need to Know 

➢​ CDC – Resources to Help Youth Reject or Quit Vaping 

➢​ Pennsylvania Department of Health – Vaping Resources. 
 
Local Resources 
Guidance Counselors 

➢​ Ms. Vicki McHugh (Grades 11 & 12) / Mr. Kevin Wertz – Grades (9 & 10) 
➢​ Mr. Kevin Carroll (Grades 7 & 8) 

 
Social Workers 

➢​ Ms. Christina Bravo and Ms. Annette Trittenbach 


