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 This edition marks the close of RGS�s quincentenary year, and what 
a�year it has been. Over the last 12 months, the school community 
has celebrated this remarkable milestone through music, 

publications, social events, philanthropy, and many a trip down memory 
lane. While 500 years is indeed a remarkable milestone for any institution, 
what has struck me most is not the age of the school, but the vitality of the 
community it continues to produce. 

From the archive visit that brought some of our most senior Old Novos 
back through the gates, to current students writing about what it feels like to 
be�at�RGS right now, this issue captures something that has stayed constant 
across every generation: a sense of belonging that doesn�t fade when you 
leave Eskdale Terrace. 

I hope this issue brings back memories, sparks a few conversations, 
and�perhaps encourages you to get more involved with the Association. 
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W E L C O M E    
 

GEOFFREY STANFORD  
HEADMASTER (STAFF 19�CURRENT) 

 

 Iam delighted to introduce this special 
edition of ONA Magazine, re�ecting 
on�a year of celebration for RGS 

Newcastle. Our quincentenary has 
offered us the opportunity not only to 
commemorate 500 years of scholarship 
and service to the North East but also to 
reaf�rm the values that have sustained 
the School since our origins in 1525 and 
continue to shape its future. 

The Quincentenary celebrations 
brought together generations of Old 
Novocastrians, pupils, staff and friends of 
the School in a spirit of warmth and shared 
purpose. They served as a powerful 
reminder that RGS has always been at its 
strongest when it honours tradition while 
embracing change. That spirit is 
exempli�ed in a milestone of which we are 
particularly proud: reaching 500 bursary 
students supported to date, with 100 
bursary holders currently educated at the 
School. This achievement speaks directly 
to our founding mission and our enduring 
belief that an RGS education should be 
accessible to young people of talent and 
potential, regardless of background. 

Looking ahead, the recently 
announced formation of The RGS Group 
of�Schools, which West�eld School has 
joined, marks an important new chapter 
in�our history. This step has been taken 
in�keeping with our charitable objectives 
to�support education for young people 
across the region. Together, we will build 
on our shared strengths to broaden 
opportunity, enhance educational 
provision, and ensure long-term 
sustainability, while remaining true to 
our�respective identities and values. 

We have also been delighted to see the 
School�s work recognised on the national 
stage. Being named Independent Senior 
School of the Year at the TES Awards is a 
considerable honour, and one that re�ects 
the collective dedication of our staff and 
pupils. The judges rightly highlighted the 
School�s outstanding academic standards, 

alongside what ISI identi�ed in our latest 
inspection as a �signi�cant strength�: 
our�approach to diversity and inclusion. 
This recognition af�rms our commitment 
to nurturing a community in which 
every�individual is known, valued, and 
able�to �ourish. 

Equally important was the 
acknowledgement of the breadth and 
depth of our partnership programme, 
through which we work collaboratively 
with schools in areas of greatest 
disadvantage across the North East to 
reach over 14,000 students last year. 
This�work lies at the heart of our sense 
of�responsibility as a leading independent 
school in the region. 

As we re�ect on these achievements,  
I am con�dent that the same ambition, 
generosity of spirit and commitment  
to excellence that have carried RGS 
through �ve centuries will sustain us 
well�into the next.

 
Being named Independent 
Senior School of the Year  

at the TES Awards is a 
considerable honour,  

and one that re�ects the 
collective dedication of  

our staff and pupils.
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R G S  5 0 0  
A  Y E A R  T O   
R E M E M B E R     
 

 From the outset, the intention was 
clear. RGS 500 would not simply 
be a birthday, but a moment to 

re�ect on �ve centuries of education, 
social impact and friendship, and to 
shine a light on the school�s enduring 
role in the life of the city. Above all, it 
aimed to inspire the next generation of 
RGS students to continue that tradition 
of service and contribution. 

The celebrations opened in 
unforgettable fashion at The Glasshouse 
in Gateshead in March 2025, where the 
RGS 500 Choir and Orchestra Concert 
brought together more than 1,500 
members of the RGS community. 
Bathed�in sound, light and shared pride, 
the concert set the tone for the year 
ahead: joyful, ambitious, and �rmly 
rooted in community. 

Gold became the visual language 
of�the celebrations. A new identity, RGS 
500, was created, drawing inspiration 
from artefacts held in the school archive 
and introducing a rich colour palette that 
turned the school gold. The Quincentenary 
found its tempo within the reassuring 
rhythm of school life, striking a chord that 
resonated widely and deeply. 

In daily life, RGS 500 was everywhere: 
on screens and noticeboards, in 
assemblies and classrooms, in corridors 

and conversations, until the school itself 
seemed to glow. 

The RGS 500 microsite formed the 
backbone of the celebrations, a new 
digital resource designed to guide the 
community through the school�s history 
across ten themes: Buildings; School Life 
and Traditions; War; Royal Heritage; 
Academic Life; People; The Arts; Sport; 
Co-Curricular Life; and Impact. 

Launched in two phases across 2025, 
the microsite brought together �lms, 
articles and memories, many created  
in-house by the External Relations team. 
Each theme was accompanied by a short 
�lm drawing on archival material and the 
voices of the RGS community, with Old 
Novocastrians playing a key role in 
bringing the stories to life. 

Social media content, student-led 
assemblies, parent communications, 
press coverage and bespoke alumni 
opportunities ensured that each theme 
reached far beyond Eskdale Terrace. 

Tens of thousands engaged with the 
content online, while more than 75 
personal memories and nominations of 
inspirational Old Novocastrians were 
submitted and will now be preserved in 
the archives for future generations. 

Within school, the Quincentenary was 
made tangible for every student. 

Five hundred years is not 
something you mark 
quietly. For the Royal 
Grammar School, the 
Quincentenary became a 
year-long celebration that 
was as ambitious as it was 
inclusive, drawing together 
pupils, staff, families  
and Old Novocastrians 
across generations and 
continents. It was a year 
that honoured the past, 
celebrated the present,  
and looked con�dently  
to the future. 
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Junior School stepped back in time for 
RGS�500 Day, while Senior School pupils 
took part in a 500-word writing 
competition and a 500-page reading 
challenge. A whole-school photograph, 
taken on one of the hottest days of the 
year, captured the scale, energy and 
good�humour of the community at this 
historic moment. 

New initiatives also took root. Junior 
HistSoc was launched, enabling pupils in 
Years 7 to 9 to explore The History of the 
RGS through hands-on projects, including 
the creation of an anniversary calendar to 
raise funds for the Bursary Campaign. The 
archive opened its rare book collection to 
students, bringing centuries of scholarship 
vividly to life. 

A particularly signi�cant milestone of 
2025 was the welcoming of RGS�s 500th 
bursary student, a powerful symbol of 
the�school�s long-standing commitment 
to�opportunity and social impact. 

Every student and member of staff 
also received a copy of the newly updated 
Story of Our School, continuing a tradition 
that began with the 400th anniversary in 
1925. Revised and refreshed by Junior 
School History Teacher Clare Baker and 
school Archivist Louise Piffero, it featured 
commemorative bookplates designed by 
Junior School pupils. 

The Quincentenary provided a �tting 
opportunity to celebrate generosity 
across�the RGS community. A 500-themed 
philanthropy dinner brought together 
donors and supporters for an evening 
of�re�ection and gratitude, offering the 
chance to thank those whose support 

continues to make a profound difference 
to the lives of RGS students and the 10,000 
pupils in Partnership Schools each year. 

Two commemorative Giving Clubs 
were established during the year: the 
Quincentenary Club and the 500 Club. 
The generosity of the Giving Club 
members is recognised through 
personalised wooden books displayed 
on�a newly installed donor bookcase in 
the�school reception, creating a lasting 
time capsule of support marking this 
historic chapter in RGS�s story. 

Old Novos young and old also 
gathered at the annual ONA dinners 

in�London and Newcastle. These were 
unforgettable evenings of fellowship 
and�shared memories, united by a playful 
�Touch of Gold� dress code and the 
unmistakable sense of belonging that 
de�nes the RGS community. 

Events throughout the year, from 
the�RGS 500 History Walk to the 
Founders�Service for students and 
families, welcomed the whole 
community�into moments of collective 
re�ection and celebration. 

More than 500 students took part 
directly in quincentenary challenges and 
events, while alumni travelled from near 
and far to be part of the special year. 

As the Quincentenary year draws to 
a�close, its impact endures. 

New digital resources have expanded 
access to the school�s history. Archive 
material has been enriched and preserved. 
Connections across generations have been 
strengthened. Most importantly, the 
celebrations reaf�rmed what has 
sustained RGS since 1525: an inclusive 
community, a belief in education as a force 
for good, and a commitment to service 
beyond the school gates. 

RGS 500 was not just about looking 
back. It was about carrying forward the 
values that have shaped the school for 
�ve�centuries. In classrooms, concert 
halls�and online spaces alike, that message 
was clear. 

The story of RGS continues, and every 
generation has a role to play in shaping the 
next chapter. 

 
Thank you for celebrating with us. 

(Clockwise) Mr Stanford leads the Founder�s Day service at Newcastle Cathedral; the 
annual Philanthropy Dinner took on special meaning; each student received a copy of the 
Story of Our School, updated for our quincentenary year.

All students and staff gathered on the school�s main pitch to capture  
a special whole school photograph. This photograph has been reproduced by 
kind permission of Gilman & Soame photographers and can be ordered online.
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For 500 years the Royal 
Grammar School has 
played an intrinsic part 
in�the story of Newcastle 
upon Tyne itself.  
 
 

 We have always been a city 
centre school, never more 
than a short stroll from the 

medieval town walls, and that 
closeness has shaped our character 
from the very beginning. Each move 
we�have made re�ects not only the 
school�s growth but the story of the city 
itself. This is a brisk tour through the 
places we have called home. 

Our earliest known location, around 
1545, was a small building tucked into the 
churchyard of St Nicholas�, the mother 
church of Newcastle. It was a modest 
start, but one closely tied to the civic 
and�spiritual centre of the town. When 
St�Nicholas� became Newcastle Cathedral 
in 1882, the connection only deepened. 

Even today, every new Year 7 cohort visits 
the Cathedral for a special Founder�s Day 
service to celebrate joining the school 
and to connect with our long history. 

By 1607, the school had outgrown 
the�churchyard site and moved to larger 
accommodation within the Hospital of 
St�Mary the Virgin on Westgate Road. 
At�the time, the West Gate was one of the 
busiest entrances into the walled town, 
placing the school right at the heart of a 
lively, fast-changing Newcastle. As the 
Industrial Revolution reshaped the city, 
space in the centre became precious. 
When plans for the new Central 
Station�were drawn up, the school�s 
Westgate Road site was needed. The 
school moved out in 1844, and the 
centuries-old buildings were later 
demolished. 

The mid-19th century brought a 
period of transition. The school spent 
four years in Forth House before 
moving�to No. 6 Charlotte Square, a 
Georgian townhouse that, although 
cramped, supported a period of 
renewed growth. 

Today, No. 6 Charlotte Square is the only 
one of our former homes still standing. 

A signi�cant step forward came with 
the move to Rye Hill in 1870, the �rst 
purpose-built site designed speci�cally 
for the school. It provided more space 
and better facilities, though its gloomy 
corridors and less convenient location 
meant it was never destined to be a 
permanent home. 

In 1906, the school found its long-
term home at Eskdale Terrace in 
Jesmond. Close enough to stay 
connected to the city, yet spacious 
enough to expand, it has proved the 
ideal base. Other than making room for 
the Central Motorway, the boundary of 
the site has remained consistent since 
1906, even as new buildings have risen 
and older ones have been transformed. 
After almost 120 years here, it is hard to 
imagine the school anywhere else. 

R OYA L  G R A M M A R  S C H O O L  N E W C A S T L E  

A  F I V E  C E N T U R Y   
J O U R N E Y  T H R O U G H   
T H E  C I T Y    

 

Below: Eskdale Terrace, 2025 
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A HISTORY OF RGS  
THROUGH ITS BUILDINGS 
 
RGS has evolved across several sites since its founding, each location 
marking a�chapter in its story: 

Each move re�ects the school�s growth and its enduring 
commitment to education in Newcastle upon Tyne. 

Clockwise top left: St Nicholas� Churchyard; Hospital of St Mary 
the�Virgin; Eskdale Terrace (c. 1900s); Brandling Fields; Hospital of  
St Mary the Virgin OS Map 1861, 25 inch series, 1st edition. Co. 
Northumberland Sheet XCVII.3. Courtesy of Tyne & Wear Archives. 
Engraving of �Michaelmas Monday � Election of Mayor on the Olden 
Time� from Reid�s Handbook to Newcastle on Tyne, 1863. Photograph 
of Eskdale Terrace, c.1900s. RGS Archives, ref: 344  

c.1545 
St Nicholas� Churchyard  
The school�s earliest home stood 
within the churchyard of 
Newcastle�s mother church. 
 
 1844�1848 
Forth House  
A brief stop at the corner 
of�Neville Street and Central 
Parkway. 
 
 1870�1906 
Rye Hill   
Expansion continued at  
this site during the late  
Victorian era.

1607�1844 
Hospital of St Mary the Virgin  
RGS settled here for more than 
two centuries, shaping 
generations of students. 
 
 1848�1870 
Charlotte Square  
A Georgian townhouse became 
the school�s base for�over two 
decades. 
 
 1906�today 
Eskdale Terrace   
The current home, purpose-built 
in 1906, remains the heart of 
RGS�today. 
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S C H O O L  L I F E  
1 0 0  H U N D R E D  
Y E A R S  A G O    
Everyday school life has changed almost beyond 
recognition over the generations.  
 
In the 1980s, William Lough (ON 1922�33, staff 1936�39) 
set down his recollections of RGS as it had been nearly a 
century earlier, including the celebrations for the 
school�s 400th anniversary. The extract below is taken 
from RGS: A History of the School in its Community by 
Brian Mains and Anthony Tuck, published in 1986. 
 
We place William�s memories alongside a re�ection 
from RGS Head Student 2025�26, Aysha P. The school 
they describe is in many ways very different, yet read 
together their accounts reveal striking continuities. 
Curiosity, friendship, strong teaching, and a deep sense 
of belonging remain constant. 
 
A century apart, and still recognisably the same RGS. 

 William arrived at eight-years-old, 
proud to�wear the school cap 
with its double badge and 

coloured house star. He was a�Jesmond 
Blue, although he secretly envied the 
Browns who came in on the electric train, 
and the Reds who crossed the Tyne each 
morning. From the start, schooldays were 
shaped by the routines of the red brick 
building on Eskdale Terrace. Prayers, not 
assembly, were held each morning, and the 
youngest boys sat in the front pews under 
the watchful eye of prefects. Punishments 
were brisk. Lines were common. The �cube� 
was a more advanced form of traditional 
school lines reserved for boys who were 
good at maths, requiring students to write 
the same sentence repeatedly in a square or 
block formation, creating a dense �cube� of 
handwriting on the page. 

Teachers at the time were considered 
strict but fair. William recalls being told by his J1 
teacher �never to pick up a mouse by its tail!�, 
advice he took�seriously for the rest of his life. 
William also remembered the head of the 
Junior School, AWF Rutty (Staff 1920-c.1927), 
for the Latin motto he kept chalked above his 
blackboard. On good days it read Non Angli, 
sed angeli (�Not Angles, but angels�), the 
phrase attributed to Pope Gregory the�Great. 
When the class had annoyed him he 
would�stride to the board and change it to 
Non angeli, sed Angli (�Not angels, but English�) 
with feverish �icks of�his chalk. When his 
temper cooled, he quietly changed it back. 

The then Headmaster, ER Thomas (Staff 
22�48), was the sort of��gure pupils still talk 
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S C H O O L  L I F E  
C O V I D     

 
BY SUNAA AHMED  

(ON 10�21)
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During the Covid-19 pandemic, Sunaa Ahmed (ON 10�21) 
found unexpected space to re�ect, grow and rediscover her 
love for learning, shaped as much by the seasonal rhythm of 

her garden as by the guiding presence of her teachers.

 In 2020, when the world pulled down 
its shutters and locked up its doors, 
my garden blossomed into life.  

For the �rst time in my living memory, 
I�watched it all from my window. Watched 
as the dull yellow of the grass thawed into 
a vibrant green, as petals spilled from their 
buds in rich shades of pink and red, and 
apples swelled fat as musket balls on the 
crooked bows of the trees. Spring had 
come with its hot breath and busy �ngers, 
and with its poking and prodding it had 
awoken in me an appreciation that had 
long lay dormant. Away from the formulas, 
essays, tournaments, and tests that had 
consumed my life for longer than I could 
recall, my eyes opened to the beauty of 
the everyday. Ironically enough, it took 
a�world health crisis to shake me awake. 

 I was 17 years and three months old 
when Covid-19 brought the world to a 
grinding halt. Like many, I had been guilty 
of underestimating the scale of the crisis, 
treating the global sense of rising panic 
with a casual disdain unique to teenagers. 
Disasters had happened before, would 
happen again, but there was little chance 
anything remotely interesting could ever 
disturb the semi-drudgery that was my 
adolescence. Then, one grey March 
morning, I awoke to the news that school 
had closed its doors, inde�nitely. The 
things that had mattered so much, 
GCSE�s,�A Levels, university applications, 
18th birthdays, Leavers Ball, all of them 
disappeared into a kind of nothingness. 
The big wide world that had just started 
to�open up shrunk back behind its mask, 
and suddenly the future stretched no 
further than the borders of my own 
garden hedge. 

 So RGS brought the world to me. 
It�s�no understatement to say this, though 
at the time I did not possess half the 
awareness to understand the effort this 
must have cost my teachers, all of whom 
were also experiencing the upheaval of a 
global pandemic for the �rst time. I believe 
it was only a matter of days before the  
school was up and running online, and  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
within a week the lessons we had enjoyed  
in person only a fortnight before came 
to�our living rooms. I remember well the 
sense of surrealness waking up to a�call 
from form group or listened to�an 
assembly in pyjamas, huddled over a 
bowl�of corn�akes. When home 
and�school have founded the two 
separate pillars of your life for such a long 
time, witnessing them come together 
requires a period of adjustment. Yet for 
me at least, when the storm cleared and 
the clouds parted, there descended a 
serenity I didn�t know I needed. 

 There is a moment in Frances 
Hodgson Burnett�s The Secret Garden, 
when Dickon shows Mary how to plant 
the�bulbs that will eventually blossom into 
her ethereal �bit of earth.� He tells her to 
pull up the weeds surrounding her plants 
so that they gain the space to breathe. 
Of�course, Mary and her bulbs are aligned 
by the power of metaphor, just as the 
unpolluted earth around her plants 
imbues new life into them, so too is the 
wilted Mary enriched by the delicious 
freedom of her new surroundings. The 
story comes to my mind whenever I think 
back to lockdown. Despite the tragedy, 
the�terrifying uncertainty it brought, I recall 
how it dug away at the soil around me, 
uprooting the worries I had become so 
entangled in and making space for growth. 

 So much of that I owe to my teachers, 
one or two of them at least. If Covid-19 
unwittingly gifted me the time to get to 

know myself, it was the tireless work of my 
teachers that facilitated any kind of 
personal revelation. My teachers matched 
my growing intellectual curiosity with an 
academic rigour of their own, and I found 
a connection developing not in spite, but 
because of, the screens that stretched 
between us. I rediscovered my love of 
books; unearthed a world of literary 
criticism that hitherto eluded me; and 
discovered in that world a place in which 
my own, infantile ideas might one day gain 
the capacity to bring about real change. 
Where before lessons ended with the ring 
of a bell, lockdown allowed students to 
seek advice from their teachers well past 
their four o�clock deadline. And my 
teachers were always there. There to  
read-over essay plans, discuss secondary 
literature, to mark past-papers and  
proof-read paragraphs whose subject 
matter proved both enticing and terrifying 
in its novelty. 

Not that this was ever one-sided. 
I�believe many of my fellow students rose 
to the challenge at a time when the outside 
world threatened to overshadow some of 
the most informative years of our life. 
We�woke earlier, worked later, all the while 
adapting to the loss of support systems 
that had carried us through school. When 
the time came to face our next chapters, 
we did so from the coldness of the virtual 
world, visiting prospective universities from 
our sofas, meeting future professors from 
behind a screen. But the teachers were 
there in all the ways they could be, 
reminding us that we were a school 
regardless of the vast loneliness lockdown 
demanded. When I couldn�t get a place at 
my �rst choice university, the teacher who 
had made it a possibility to apply there 
reached out to me, sending me a poem 
that assured me that, no matter how I felt, 
it wasn�t the end of the world. It was not in 
her job description to write that email, but 
she did so anyway, sparking a moment of 
intimacy I remember always, long after the 
pandemic faded, and the world once again 
opened its doors.

 
The big wide world that  

had just started to open up 
shrunk back behind its 

mask, and suddenly the 
future stretched no further 

than the borders of my own 
garden hedge.
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W E A R I N G  O U R  S T O R Y  
A  H I S T O R Y  O F   
T H E  R G S  S C H O O L  
U N I F O R M   

Visible History: RGS School Uniform 
School uniform has long shaped the 
everyday rhythm of life at RGS. Every 
blazer�buttoned, shirt tucked in and every tie 
straightened helps create a shared sense of 
identity, both in the corridors and 
beyond�the gates. For today�s students, 
wearing the school sartorial identity is 
more�than a routine; it connects them to the 
many generations who have walked these 
halls before. 

While that sense of belonging has stayed 
the same, what students actually wear has 
changed dramatically over time. 
 
School Identity 
In the earliest years of the school, there was 
no uniform at all. Students wore whatever 
their families provided, and photographs 
from the 19th century show a huge variety 
of�out�ts.  

Hints of a standard look began to 
appear during the school�s time at Rye Hill 
between 1870 and 1906. Pupils started 
wearing similar jackets and caps and a more 
consistent style gradually developed. When 
RGS moved to Jesmond at the start of the 
20th century, a de�ned and recognisable 
uniform became part of daily life and set the 

pattern that would continue for decades. 
Today, pupils wear different blazer 

colours for different year groups and have 
a�wide range of sports clothing available to 
them, a level of choice that would have 
astonished earlier generations. 
 
The Cap: An Early Symbol 
For many years, the school cap was the 
standout feature of the uniform. Although 
it�has now faded from everyday use, it was 
once a proud badge of belonging. 

The earliest caps, from the 1890s, were 
tasselled and displayed a badge combining 
the Royal coat of arms with that of 
Newcastle, used before RGS received its 
own of�cial coat of arms in 1931. As the 
uniform became more formal, students 
were expected to wear blue caps with 
matching blue blazers. Every cap carried 
the school badge, and for many years 
house symbols were embroidered above 
the crest. 
 
Ties 
Ties have seen plenty of variation too. Junior 
School houses had their own versions, and 
Prefects wore designs that set them apart. 
More recently, special edition ties have been 

created for events such as the annual 
Cricket Festival. Some Old Novos may also 
remember the red, white and blue Junior 
School scarf that made an appearance in 
the 20th century. 
 
Blazers 
The blazer remains the most recognisable 
part of the RGS uniform, though it has been 
through many changes. 

In 1960, following the appointment of 
Headmaster WD Haden (Staff 60�72), the 
traditional blue �annel blazer was joined by 
a black version for older pupils. Over time, 
�annel was replaced by more practical 
fabrics such as washable polyester blends. 
Sixth Form students were required to dress 
smartly in sports jackets, a precursor to the 
suit-style look of today. 

A major update arrived in 2001 when 
the�school moved to co-education. 
The�introduction of girls prompted a full 
redesign. A distinctive RGS tartan was 
created for the junior school and new blazer 
styles were launched, with the school�s coat 
of arms placed either on the lapel for girls or 
the pocket for boys. 

 
Staff and Prefects 
Uniform traditions once extended to staff 
and student leaders as well. Prefects wore 
an Oxford-style �commoners� gown, a 
sleeveless black garment worn over their 
jacket. This was a familiar sight from the 
early years at Eskdale Terrace but 
disappeared during the 1990s. 

Teachers had their own tradition, too. 
Academic robes were everyday attire for 
masters and Headmasters well into the 
20th�century. By the later decades, 
robes�were kept mainly for special 
occasions�such as prizegiving. Today, they 
are usually only worn by the Headmaster 
for�formal assemblies, such as the Founder�s 
Day service. 
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O N  
A R C H I V E  V I S I T      

For one Old Novo, a visit to the RGS Archive in March 2026 
became an opportunity to dig out his old school 

blazer�for a reunion with fellow ONs who were 
educated�in the�shadow of World War Two.
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 We had the honour of 
welcoming back some of our 
most senior and much loved 

Old Novos in March, returning to RGS 
some 80 years after their school days 
�rst began here. 

One ON arrived at RGS as a Penrith 
evacuee during World War Two, while the 
others joined the school in the immediate 
post war years. Their visit offered a rare and 
direct connection to an important period 
in�the school�s history. 

The visit began in the RGS hall, which 
remains largely unchanged since their time 
at the school. Sitting once again on the same 
wooden pews used for assemblies all those 
years ago, memories were quickly shared 
and conversations �owed. 

Headmaster Geoffrey Stanford was 
delighted to meet this remarkable 
generation of Old Novos and to hear their 
re�ections and stories. 

Royston Offord (ON 45�51) even dug 
out his old school blazer for the occasion, 
explaining that he tried it on every year to 
make sure it still �tted. 

�The school is very impressive, and it is 
good to be back,� he said. �A lot has 
changed, but you can still see the old school 
as it used to be, places like the hall and the 
rugby pitch. We used to have to walk from 

the school to woodwork, and it was a good 
200 yards away. That has all gone now. 

�It makes you realise how bloody old 
you are.� 

The group then toured familiar school 
corridors, paused by the ever recognisable 
rugby pitch, and spent time in the RGS 
Archives. Looking through photographs, 
yearbooks, Speech Day programmes and 
other historic material, they re�ected on 
their schooldays and how RGS has 
developed over the decades. 

Charles Brian Gallon (ON 46�53) 
commented: �The school has changed 
quite a bit, but the hall will never change. 
It�looks exactly the same. I was a non 
descript student academically, but I did 
rowing, swimming and gym club. 

�I can recall the names of most of the 
Masters and most of the boys from my 
form, and I was keen to look at the Penrith 
documents. My brother in law was there.� 

Jeffery Armstrong (ON 43�48) was the 
only Penrith evacuee to make the visit. 
He�said: �It is amazing being back at the 
school. It is completely different to what it 
was. I recognised the hall, but the Archive 
and library are all new. The pupils are all 
wearing the same uniform. We did at the 
start, but by the end we had forgotten 
about it and were dressed in all sorts.� 

While looking at a map of Penrith in the 
Archive, Jeffery pointed out where he had 
stayed for around a year. 

�We did our lessons for half a day at 
Penrith Grammar School, and for the rest 
of�the day we played in various places 
around the town, including the gas tunnels,� 
he said. 

�I enjoyed my time at the school very 
much. I was not academic and I did not 
really try very hard, but I stayed out of 
trouble because I was good at rugby and 
good at cricket.� 

School Archivist Louise Piffero also 
shared a photo album created for retiring 
headteacher ER Thomas (Staff 22�48) in 
1948, featuring portraits of every boy at the 
school. Much time was spent lea�ng 
through the pages, spotting themselves, 
their friends and half remembered 
classmates, with laughter as familiar faces 
were recognised throughout the album. 

The visit concluded with lunch 
prepared by the RGS catering team, 
providing further opportunity for 
conversation and reminiscence. 

It was a powerful reminder that while 
the school continues to evolve, the 
connections formed at RGS, and the 
sense�of belonging it fosters, remain strong 
across generations. 

Clockwise: Charles Brian Gallon (ON 46�53) in the Archive; looking at the 1948 school photo album; the ONs meet Mr Stanford in the  
main hall; Royston Offord (ON 45�51) (R) and Jeffery Armstrong (ON 43�48) search for familiar faces 
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R OYA L  
A P P R O VA L S      
From Great Charters to coronations, RGS�s story is 
inseparable from the Crown. These pages trace four 
centuries of royal moments that shaped our name, 
our city and our school. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The historian Richard Welford 
translated the Charter, the section 
which refers to the school is 
shown�below: 
 

�Moreover, the queen, often revolving 
in her mind of what great interest it 
may be to the English common-
wealth, over which the great and 
good God presides, to have youth 
well educated and instructed from 
their tender years in the rudiments, 
doctrines, and good morals of the 
true Christian religion, grants that 
there shall be a body corporate by the 
name of �The Master and Scholars of 
the Free Grammar School of Queen 
Elizabeth in Newcastle-upon-Tyne�, 
with perpetual succession, capable of 
purchasing lands, tenements, etc., in 
fee-simple or for terms of years, not 
exceeding a yearly value of 40 l., and 
not holden of the queen in chief, nor 
by knight’s service, etc., with power to 
grant, demise, etc., lands, tenements, 
etc., to plead and to be impleaded, etc., 
in all courts, etc., as other liege 
subjects. Also to have a common seal, 
which they may break and change at 
pleasure. The Mayor and burgesses, 
etc., to appoint an honest, learned, 
and discreet man to be master, and 
another person, of a like description 
to be usher in the school during 
pleasure. And if the master and 
usher�die, or leave, they may choose 
other persons of like quali�cations in 
their place.� 

 
Translation by Richard Welford, 
reproduced in AR Laws� Schola 
Novocastrensis Vol. I, p.55-56 

 The year 1600 marked a 
turning�point for both the 
city�and the RGS. On 22 

March, Queen Elizabeth I granted 
the city a new charter, soon known 
as the Great Charter. 

This document con�rmed 
Newcastle�s rights to govern itself. 
It�allowed the election of a mayor, 
sheriff, aldermen and other of�cials 
within the Common Council. It also 
incorporated the Society of Hostmen, 
securing their control of the coal trade 
on the Tyne. The Charter cost the 
Council £635, a sum that would 
equate to well over £115,000 today. 

Among its many provisions lies a 
passage of particular importance to 
us. The Charter set out directions for 

establishing a Free Grammar School 
of�Queen Elizabeth and con�rmed 
the�right of the Common Council to 
appoint a master. In effect, it acted 
as�a re-foundation of the school 
that�already existed, and from this 
point we could add the word Royal 
to�our name. 

The original charter survives and 
is�held by Tyne and Wear Archives at 
the Discovery Museum. It remains a 
remarkable manuscript, written in 
Latin on parchment and decorated 
with a striking portrait of the Queen. 

Thanks to Queen Elizabeth I and 
the Great Charter of 1600, we have 
been proud to call ourselves the Royal 
Grammar School of Newcastle upon 
Tyne for more than four centuries.

THE GREAT CHARTER, 1600 
 

RGS is Newcastle�s oldest institution of learning, 
founded in the reign of Henry VIII.

The Great Charter, 22 Mar 1600 [ref: MD.NC/D/1/1/15]. 
Courtesy of Tyne & Wear Archives 
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CELEBRATING CORONATIONS 
 

Explore how the Royal Grammar School, Newcastle has 
marked the crowning of a new monarch, since 1911.

 Newcastle celebrated the 
coronation in 1911 with a whole 
�Coronation Week� � the 

decorations on the Town Hall captured 
perfectly here by a student in the RGS 
Photographic Society. 

Three special Coronation Prizes 
for�essays were given out to students by 
the Lord Mayor at the 1911 prize-giving 
ceremony. 

According to the NOVO Magazine, 
an�ON had been commissioned to write 
an of�cial history of the 1911 coronation. 
The project undertaken by Mr C Gray was 
approved by His Majesty the King. 

Another ON, William Plender, was 
awarded a knighthood at the coronation. 

An RGS student was lucky enough  
to witness the Royal Procession in 
London on the day of the coronation 
on�22 June 1911:

�Now to the procession itself! I think the 
most striking thing in it was the great 
State�coach in which the King and Queen 
rode. The contingent of Beef-eaters, 
dressed in quaint old-world costume, 
was�very interesting. I recognised Lord 
Kitchener, Lord Roberts, and Sir Evelyn 
Wood among the military men present. 
I�was surprised by the apparent apathy 
of�the London people, who are not in the 
least enthusiastic. A Newcastle crowd 
would have created twice the amount 
of�noise - indeed, when King Edward and 
Queen Alexandra came to Newcastle,  
I am sure the cheering was louder than 
that in Piccadilly yesterday, although, 
of�course, there was no comparison 
between the two crowds in numbers.� 
 
 
NOVO, July 1911

1937: KING GEORGE VI 
 
For King George VI�s coronation, RGS 
celebrated by giving students a copy of 
the�of�cial coronation book. Ours were 
printed with special RGS binding, and 
a�bookplate inside.  

This copy was presented to Guy 
MacAlister Dowson (ON 31�39) whilst 
at�school. 

A Coronation Assembly was also held, 
and a souvenir booklet produced.

1953: QUEEN ELIZABETH II 
 
RGS celebrated the coronation in 
a�variety of ways. The CCF Infantry 
and�Basic section were asked to 
parade with the band in the main 
Coronation procession through 
Newcastle on 6 June. 

A Coronation Concert was also held 
at City Hall on the evening of  
5 June, with performances from the RGS 
First Orchestra and choir, alongside the 
choir of Church High School. The �nale 
was a performance of Handel�s 
Coronation Ode, The King Shall Rejoice. 

2023: KING CHARLES III 
 
RGS celebrated King Charles III�s 
coronation with a special assembly. 

Students in Senior School were 
given a special postcard in form 
time, where they were asked to 
write what they thought would be 
the most signi�cant change to the 
world in King Charles III�s reign. 

Junior School students received 
souvenirs of the coronation, 
including a special engraved 
wooden medal. 

The Newcastle Town Hall decorated for 
King George V’s Coronation. 
Photograph taken by an RGS student in 
the Photographic Society, published in 
NOVO Magazine, July 1911.  
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 In its long history, RGS has produced 
judges, scientists, entrepreneurs, 
writers, surgeons, actors and 

explorers, but only a small and 
remarkable handful have ever earned 
the�right to call themselves Olympians. 

It is an exceptionally rare distinction, 
one now shared by triathlete Kate Waugh, 
whose debut at the Paris Olympic Games in 
2024 secured her place among the school�s 
most distinguished sporting alumni. 

Long before her own name appeared 
in the school record books, Kate was 
already absorbing that history. As a 
student, she walked the dining room 
corridor each day, passing the sports 
Hall�of Fame with its framed shirts, vests 
and photographs and other ephemera 
donated by Old Novos who have 
represented their country. 

Today, Kate�s senior Great Britain 
Olympic vest hangs there too, alongside 
her red and white England Junior Under 15s 
cross-country vest, worn when she made 
her England cross-country debut at the 
Cross Internacional Juan Muguerza in 
northern Spain in early 2016. 

 F R O N T  
 R U N N E R      
From the RGS Dining Hall to the Olympic start 
line, triathlete Kate Waugh (ON 10�17) speaks 
to Caroline Briggs about the school corridors 
she once walked, and the support that 
helped carry her to Paris 2024 and beyond. 

Kate competing at the  
2024 Paris Olympics 
'British Triathlon 
 
Opposite top: Kate at the  
2024 Paris Olympics  
'VSP Images British Triathlon
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�It was something I looked at every day 
while queuing for lunch, so it�s surreal to 
think my trisuit is up there now,� says 
Kate,�speaking from Australia�s Gold 
Coast�where she is already in training for 
the 2028 Olympics. 

But it is not the names on the wall that 
ignited her competitive spark. That began 
much closer to home. Her sister Robyn, 
two years older, was the original target of 
her ambitions. 

�Growing up, I always wanted to beat 
her,� Kate says. �She was bigger, faster and 
stronger. We get on much better now,� she 
adds, laughing. �She always says she�s 
gutted she never made it onto the Hall of 
Fame wall.� 

Kate still credits that sibling rivalry with 
shaping her competitive edge, alongside 
the wider in�uences of family life and 
school. Hard work and discipline were 
constants at home and at RGS she was 
surrounded by friends with similar 
attitudes, pushing one another on. 

Nearly a decade after leaving the 
school, Kate has already followed a path 
few can imagine.  

She is a European triathlon champion, 
a world champion and an Olympian. Yet 
her journey to the international stage 
began �rmly at RGS, where learning to 
balance elite sport with academic life 
became a de�ning part of her 
development. 

�I was at RGS from the age of 11 to 18, 
which was such a critical point,� she says. 
�The support I had throughout school was 
fundamental in helping me become the 
athlete I am now.� 

Kate speaks particularly warmly of the 
�exibility shown by teachers who 
understood what she was trying to 
achieve. One moment stands out. Around 
the time of her A-levels, the school 
rearranged her English exam so she could 

RGS OLYMPIANS 
 
Boda Gallon (ON 81�89) 
Judo, 1992 Barcelona Olympics 
 
Roger Brown (ON 80�87) 
Rowing, 1992 Barcelona and 1996 
Atlanta Olympics 
 
Nick English (ON 86�96) 
Rowing, 2004 Athens Olympics 
 
Kate Waugh (ON 10�17)  
Triathlon, 2024 Paris Olympics 

�y to the European Championships in 
Austria the following day. 

�If they hadn�t moved that exam, 
I�wouldn�t have been able to go,� she says. 
�I became European champion and I�m 
so�grateful.� 

That support has continued long after 
leaving the school. During her Olympic 
race�in Paris, RGS organised a French-
themed watch party, with breakfast 
croissants, coffee and TV cameras. 
Something Kate describes as meaning 
�the�absolute world�. 

Paris, she says, was an unforgettable 
experience, but not entirely satisfying.  

�Qualifying for the Olympics was a 
childhood dream come true, but I left 
feeling like I have more to give,� she 
explains. �The �rst Olympics is hard to get 
right. I know I�m capable of more.� 

As she speaks, Kate is already focused 
on the road to Los Angeles 2028.  

Speaking from the GB training camp on 
the other side of the world, her preparation 
now has a clear purpose. With an ocean 
swim expected in LA, her current training 
block includes extensive open-water work 
and heat training designed to mirror 
conditions as closely as possible.  

Since Paris, Kate has brie�y stepped 
away from short-course racing to test 

herself in the T100 series, a near-
sabbatical that demanded a very 
different physical and mental approach.  

Guided by a new Italian coach, the 
shift paid off with a breakthrough 
season�and a World Championship title. 
�I always knew I�d be competitive, but 
I�never thought I�d win the series in my 
�rst attempt,� she says modestly. 

There have been setbacks along 
the�way. 

 A calf injury forced her to miss the 
opening T100 race of the season, a 
frustration she accepts as part of 
professional sport. Looking further 
ahead, she can already picture new 
challenges, including a possible move 
into Ironman racing and, one day, the 
ultimate triathlon goal of Kona. 

For students at her old school 
balancing sport and study, her advice 
is�pragmatic.  

Discipline and time management 
matter, but so does enjoyment. Sport, 
she believes, sharpens focus rather than 
detracts from it, even during exams. 

�Go at it with all your heart, but don�t 
forget to have fun and enjoy your school 
years,� she says. 

Kate remains closely connected to 
RGS and follows its life with interest. 
�It�s�crazy how much it�s changed,� she 
says. �I�d love to come back and see 
everything � especially my name in the 
Hall of Fame!� 
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The RGS Sports Hall of  
Fame celebrates all current 
and former students who 
have represented their 
country in sport. If you�ve 
visited our Dining Hall, you�ll 
have seen the hundreds of 
photographs and shirts 
proudly displayed across  
its walls.

 R G S  S P O RT S    
 H A L L  O F  FA M E      
BY LOUISE PIFFERO, RGS ARCHIVIST

 The Hall of Fame was the brainchild 
of former Scottish international 
rugby union player Jim Pollock 

(ON 67�77 and Staff 02�19), who 
launched the campaign for contributions 
in 2009. Most of the items on display 
have been generously donated by Old 
Novos, and we hope they inspire the 
entire RGS community. 

A major redecoration of the Dining Hall 
took place in summer 2024, giving us the 
perfect opportunity to redesign the Hall of 
Fame. During the holidays, 173 framed 
shirts, kit items and photographs were 
carefully removed for painting. 
Beforehand, Sixth Form students helped 
catalogue the collection so we could create 
a complete list of Hall of Famers. 

Our aim was to bring a stronger narrative 
to�the display by arranging items 
chronologically and adding more colour. 
Design agency Altogether produced a 
striking new look, incorporating vinyl wall 
panels in the RGS colour palette and 
archive images of sports teams and 
memorabilia. The project was completed 
in November 2024. 

Research in the Archives revealed some 
new names for the wall. The earliest  
ON featured is Edward Scafe Scor�eld 
(ON 1897� c.1900), who played rugby for 
England in a 1910 match against France, 
when the school was still at Rye Hill. 
Another ON from the 1930s, Colin 
Matthew Seymour (ON 32�39), son of 
�Mr�Newcastle United� Stan Seymour, is also 
commemorated on our Roll of Honour 
after being killed in World War Two.  

The �rst female ON to join the Hall of 
Fame was Eleni Papadopoulos (ON 08�10) 
for her outstanding achievements in 
swimming and triathlon, including 
representing Great Britain in Paratriathlon, 
winning Tri3 British Champion and World 
Championship silver in 2013, and holding 
the European record for 200m Butter�y. 

Today, 35 different sports are 
represented, with rugby the most frequent.  

We hope the Hall of Fame continues to 
inspire current students and ONs alike. The 
wall will keep growing and if you know of 
anyone who should be included, please 
email development@rgs.newcastle.sch.uk. 

 
View the full list of ONs featured in the  
Hall of Fame here  
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 As a child of the 1980s, my 
memories of growing up are 
inseparable from pop culture. 

Film, music and video games did not 
just entertain, they shaped how I saw 
the world. That in�uence has stayed 
with me, and it is why I am always 
keen�to weave elements of it into 
our�curriculum. 

In computing, we aim to �trick� 
students into developing high level skills 
through experiences that are engaging 
and enjoyable. Judging by the growing 
numbers opting for the subject at Year 9, 
GCSE and A-level, it seems to be working. 

I still remember watching Tron for the 
�rst time and imagining how incredible it 
would be to enter a computer and 

H O W  R G S  I S  S H A P I N G   
I T S  C U R R I C U L U M  F O R  
T H E  M O D E R N  W O R L D      
Computer Science teacher Chris Wilde (Staff 17�current) 
re�ects on�pop culture, problem solving and the newest 
developments in the RGS computing curriculum.

explore it from within. We tap into that 
same idea when teaching programming in 
Year 7. Students imagine themselves inside 
the machine, �riding the turtle� to create 
repeating patterns and visualising how 
their code translates into movement on 
screen. I like to think Flynn would approve. 

Flynn�s Arcade also lives on in our 
curriculum. It inspired a Year 7 homework 
project in which students use Scratch to 
design their own retro style games. Much 
like the invitation in WarGames �Shall we 
play a game?� (1983), we encourage 
students to explore, experiment and learn 
through doing. I will admit that staff have 
spent more than a little time getting lost in 
those creations when they were supposed 
to be marking them. 

Retro gaming continues to in�uence 
our�work through pixel art, or �sprites�. 
In�Year�9, students design sprite sheets 
and display them on RGB LED panels, 
coding a Raspberry Pi Pico in Python. 
We�also explore the legacy of text based 
adventure games, using Zork and 
Deathtrap Dungeon as inspiration. 
Students create interactive stories using 
HTML, CSS and JavaScript in tools such 
as�Twine. Along the way, we introduce 
discussions around arti�cial intelligence, 
how it generates imagery, and how 
different models can be used, before 
students experiment with writing prompts 
for their own game artwork. 

Even something as simple as buying a 
puzzle book from WHSmith during the 
summer holidays has found its way into 
our teaching. Problem solving is a vital skill 
in an ever changing world, so we begin 
every lesson in Years 7 and 8 with short 
puzzle activities designed to develop 
reasoning and logical thinking. 

In many ways, we are going back in 
time to help students build the skills they 
will need for the future. 

I remember loving Paul Daniels on 
Saturday night television. Not so much for 
the tricks themselves, but for the desire to 
understand how they worked. That 
curiosity underpins one of our Year 8 
units, where students explore the 
mathematics and algorithms behind 
card�tricks. There is a real joy in the 
moment when it clicks, when students� 
eyes widen as they grasp the underlying 
logic. It reminds me of that instant 
understanding in The Matrix when Neo 
suddenly knows kung fu. Those �lightbulb 
moments� are what we strive for 
throughout the curriculum. 

Another childhood favourite, 
Short�Circuit, has inspired our work in 
robotics and physical computing. 
Through our partnership with LEGO 
Education, we have embedded robotics 
across the curriculum and extended it 
through our co curricular Robokai 
programme. At its heart, this work is 
about resilience. As Mr Miyagi wisely put 
it, �Must not lose to fear.� Developing 
solutions, recognising when things do not 
work, and having the determination to 
improve them is not just a computing skill, 
it is a life skill young people will need to 
rely on in the future. 

So perhaps what we have really done 
is revisit the past in order to shape the 
future. As Marty tells George in Back to the 
Future, �If you put your mind to it, you can 
accomplish anything.� 
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F I V E  C E N T U R I E S  O F  L E A R N I N G   

H O W  T H E  R G S   
C U R R I C U L U M   
E V O LV E D      
RGS began life as a traditional free grammar school, 
founded with a clear purpose: to provide a classical 
education that would prepare boys for university, then 
just�Oxford or Cambridge. But what did that education 
actually look like day to day? And how did it change as 
the�world, and Newcastle, changed around it?

Early Days: Long Hours, Latin and 
Longbows 
In the earliest years of the school, the 
rhythm of the day was very different from 
anything our students would recognise. 
Lessons began at 6am and boys were 
expected to attend on Saturdays until 2pm. 
Thursdays brought a half day holiday for 
games, held in the Forth, where activities 
included archery. This was not simply 
recreation. In 1541, Henry VIII decreed that 
all children aged seven to seventeen 
should be taught to use a longbow and 
RGS pupils were no exception. 

Sundays were dedicated to worship 
with compulsory attendance at the Church 
of St Nicholas. 

The academic curriculum centred entirely 
on the classical world. Boys studied Latin 
grammar, composition and verse making, 
read classical authors and learned prayers 
and liturgy. Mathematics and modern 
languages were not part of the school day 
and were taught only by external tutors. 
Basic English and arithmetic were taught 
separately at a writing school. 

Inside the classroom, the master taught 
from a classical text, standing at the front 
while pupils recited from memory. 
Quarterly exams required the boys to 
deliver verses or orations in Latin or Greek 
as public proof of their progress. 

Adapting to a Changing World: Late 18th 
to Early 19th Century 
By the end of the 18th century the world 
had changed and the school had to adapt. 

Newcastle was booming, shaped by 
merchant families, industry and 

trade along the Tyne. As a 
result, new commercial 
subjects appeared alongside 
the traditional classical core. 

These included maths, 
accounting, geography (or 

use of the globes), English and 
modern languages such as 

French�and German. This broader 
curriculum re�ected the needs of a town 
where many boys would enter trade, 
business or industry rather than university. 

In 1793, Headmaster Edward Moises 
(Staff 1787�1829), (above) published 
Outlines of the Plan of Education, setting out 
a structure that still placed classical 
education at its centre but recognised the 
need for wider study. Boys were organised 
by age and attainment: 
 
� Classes 1 to 3 taught by the third master 
� Classes 4 to 6 taught by the second master 
� Classes 7 to 8 and the Head Class taught 

by the  Headmaster 
 

From the fourth class onwards, students 
were expected to attend additional 
lectures�in algebra, geometry and 
mechanics, which signalled the school�s 
growing academic breadth. 

Later in the century, Headmaster James 
Snape (Staff 1847�1871) reshaped teaching 
once more by introducing subject 
specialists rather than general form 
masters. For the �rst time, RGS had a 
mathematical master, a writing master and 
dedicated teachers in French and German. 

 
Rye Hill: A Broader Curriculum Takes Shape 
The move to the Rye Hill site in the late- 
19 century coincided with a more�modern 
vision of education. An�advertisement 
from�the period of Headmaster Brian 
Christopherson (Staff 1873�1883) shows 
an�expanded list of subjects: 
 
� Maths 
� General Studies 
� Classics 
� French 
� Writing and Commercial Subjects 
� Modern Languages 
� Drawing 
� Drilling (an early form of PE) 

 
The curriculum was moving steadily 
towards the shape we recognise today. 

St Nicholas Church


























































