
 
Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: English Language Arts Time Frame: Year Long 

Grade Level: 10 Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
The Grade 10 English Language Arts course develops students’ ability to read, write, speak, listen, and 
think critically through the study of increasingly complex literary and informational texts. Students 
explore universal themes and real-world issues while strengthening their ability to analyze author’s craft, 
evaluate perspectives, develop arguments, and communicate ideas effectively. 
 
Throughout the course, students examine topics such as the pursuit of freedom and equality, 
confronting challenges, identity and belonging, moral decision-making, and the ways individuals define 
value and success. Students analyze how authors develop themes, characters, central ideas, arguments, 
and perspectives while making connections between texts, historical contexts, and contemporary 
issues. 
 
Students engage in a variety of writing experiences, including narrative, informational, analytical, and 
argumentative writing, with an emphasis on developing thoughtful claims, organizing ideas effectively, 
integrating credible evidence, and revising writing for purpose and audience. Through close reading, 
collaborative discussions, research, vocabulary development, and evidence-based communication, 
students continue to refine the literacy skills necessary for college, career, and lifelong learning. 
 
By the end of Grade 10 ELA, students will be able to independently analyze complex texts, evaluate 
arguments and perspectives, synthesize information from multiple sources, and communicate ideas 
effectively through well-developed writing and discussion supported by relevant evidence and reasoning. 

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Extending Freedom’s Reach 7 weeks 
Unit 2: Inside the Nightmare 7 weeks 
Unit 3: Outsiders and Outcasts 7 weeks 
Unit 4: Virtue and Vengeance 7 weeks 
Unit 5: All That Glitters 7 weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: Savvas: My Perspectives Grade 10 

 
*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 

needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 1: Extending Freedom’s Reach 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore the meaning of freedom, equality, and social progress through 
a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how authors develop arguments, themes, and 
perspectives while examining how individuals and groups advocate for rights, challenge injustice, and 
contribute to societal change. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What does freedom mean, and how has the pursuit of freedom shaped societies? 
●​ How do individuals and groups work to expand rights and opportunities? 
●​ How do authors use language, evidence, and perspective to influence ideas about freedom and 

justice? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ The pursuit of freedom and equality often requires courage, advocacy, and perseverance. 
●​ Authors use rhetoric, evidence, and structure to communicate ideas and influence audiences. 
●​ Understanding historical and cultural perspectives helps readers evaluate issues of justice and 

social change. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors develop arguments, themes, and perspectives related to freedom and 

equality. 
●​ I can evaluate claims, evidence, and reasoning in a variety of texts. 
●​ I can explain how individuals and movements influence social change using evidence from texts. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop ideas about freedom, justice, and social progress. 
●​ Evaluate the effectiveness of arguments by examining claims, evidence, reasoning, and rhetorical 

choices. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using evidence, analysis, and clear reasoning. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: freedom, equality, justice, rights, advocacy, social change, argument, claim, 
evidence, rhetoric, perspective, bias, perseverance, injustice, movement 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 

Learning 
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Unit 2: Inside the Nightmare 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore how individuals confront fear, conflict, and difficult realities 
through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how authors use structure, language, 
perspective, and literary techniques to develop complex ideas about human experiences, challenges, and 
survival. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do people respond when faced with fear, uncertainty, or difficult circumstances? 
●​ How do authors create tension and convey complex human experiences? 
●​ What can challenging experiences reveal about individuals and society? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Difficult experiences can reveal strength, resilience, and deeper understanding of the human 

condition. 
●​ Authors use literary techniques, structure, and perspective to shape readers’ responses and 

communicate meaning. 
●​ Examining challenging experiences from multiple perspectives helps readers develop empathy 

and insight. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors use literary techniques to create meaning and develop themes. 
●​ I can explain how characters, individuals, and societies respond to challenging experiences using 

textual evidence. 
●​ I can evaluate how perspective and author’s choices influence a reader’s understanding. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop themes, conflicts, and central ideas related to fear, adversity, and 

human experiences. 
●​ Explain how literary elements and author’s craft contribute to the meaning and impact of a text. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using evidence, analysis, and clear reasoning. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: adversity, conflict, fear, tension, suspense, perspective, imagery, symbolism, 
theme, tone, mood, analysis, resilience, uncertainty, trauma 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
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●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 
Learning 

 
 

Unit 3: Outsiders and Outcasts 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore the experiences of individuals and groups who exist outside 
social norms through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how authors develop 
characters, themes, conflicts, and perspectives while examining issues of identity, belonging, 
acceptance, and social expectations. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What causes individuals or groups to become outsiders or feel excluded? 
●​ How do experiences of belonging and isolation shape identity? 
●​ How do authors use characters and perspectives to explore issues of acceptance and difference? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Experiences of belonging, exclusion, and acceptance influence how individuals understand 

themselves and others. 
●​ Authors use characterization, conflict, and perspective to explore complex human experiences 

and social issues. 
●​ Examining diverse perspectives helps readers develop empathy and a deeper understanding of 

others. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors develop characters, themes, and conflicts related to identity and 

belonging. 
●​ I can use textual evidence to explain how perspectives and experiences shape meaning. 
●​ I can evaluate how authors communicate ideas about acceptance, difference, and society. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop themes, characters, and perspectives related to identity and social 

belonging. 
●​ Explain how individuals and groups are affected by acceptance, exclusion, and societal 

expectations. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using evidence, analysis, and thoughtful reasoning. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: identity, belonging, outsider, outcast, perspective, prejudice, stereotype, 
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acceptance, conflict, characterization, empathy, marginalization, social norms, discrimination, inclusion 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 

Learning 

 
 

Unit 4: Virtue and Vengeance 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore the complex relationship between morality, justice, revenge, 
and human choices through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how authors 
develop themes, characters, conflicts, and perspectives while examining how individuals make ethical 
decisions and respond to wrongdoing. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do individuals determine what is right and wrong? 
●​ What are the consequences of seeking justice or revenge? 
●​ How do authors explore the complexity of human choices and moral decisions? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Decisions involving justice, revenge, and morality often involve complex choices and 

consequences. 
●​ Authors use characterization, conflict, and perspective to explore ethical dilemmas and human 

behavior. 
●​ Understanding multiple perspectives helps readers evaluate motivations, choices, and outcomes. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors develop themes related to morality, justice, and human choices. 
●​ I can evaluate characters’ decisions and motivations using evidence from texts. 
●​ I can explain how perspective and author’s craft influence a reader’s understanding of ethical 

issues. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop themes, conflicts, and characters connected to justice, revenge, and 

morality. 
●​ Evaluate how individuals respond to conflict and how choices affect outcomes. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using evidence, analysis, and logical reasoning.  

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 
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Vocabulary of the Unit: virtue, vengeance, justice, morality, ethics, consequence, conflict, motivation, 
perspective, judgement, revenge, integrity, dilemma, accountability, resolution 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 

Learning 

 
 

Unit 5: All The Glitters 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore the concepts of value, ambition, success, and the difference 
between appearance and reality through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how 
authors develop themes, arguments, and perspectives while examining how individuals and societies 
define worth, achievement, and fulfillment. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do people determine what is truly valuable? 
●​ How can ambition and the pursuit of success influence choices and relationships? 
●​ How do authors reveal the difference between appearance and reality? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Value and success are shaped by personal beliefs, cultural influences, and individual experiences. 
●​ Authors use literary elements, evidence, and perspective to explore ideas about ambition, identity, 

and human desires. 
●​ Critical readers evaluate perspectives and consider deeper meanings beyond what appears on the 

surface. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors develop themes related to value, ambition, and human choices. 
●​ I can evaluate how authors use evidence, structure, and perspective to communicate ideas. 
●​ I can explain how characters, individuals, and societies define success and worth. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop themes, arguments, and perspectives related to value and ambition. 
●​ Evaluate how choices, motivations, and societal influences shape outcomes. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using textual evidence, analysis, and clear reasoning. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 
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Vocabulary of the Unit: value, ambition, success, perception, reality, perspective, motivation, influence, 
desire, consequence, status, wealth, identity, analyze, significance 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 

Learning 

 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

Wisconsin Standards for English Language Arts 
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