
 
Course Scope and Sequence 

And Unit Plans 
 

Course Name: English Language Arts Time Frame: Year Long 

Grade Level: 9 Department: ELA 

Course Overview: 
The Grade 9 English Language Arts course develops students’ abilities to read, write, speak, listen, and 
think critically through the study of diverse literary and informational texts. Students engage with 
complex themes and real-world topics while strengthening their ability to analyze the author's craft, 
evaluate ideas and perspectives, and communicate effectively. 
 
Throughout the course, students explore topics such as survival, progress and change, relationships, 
personal transformation, and human creativity. Students analyze how authors develop themes, 
characters, central ideas, arguments, and perspectives while making connections between texts, 
historical contexts, and contemporary issues. 
 
Students participate in a variety of writing experiences, including narrative, informational, and 
argumentative writing, with an emphasis on developing clear ideas, organizing information effectively, 
using credible evidence, and revising writing for purpose and audience. Through close reading, 
discussion, research, vocabulary development, and evidence-based communication, students continue 
to develop the literacy skills necessary for success in high school and beyond. 
 
By the end of Grade 9 ELA, students will be able to independently analyze complex texts, evaluate 
arguments and perspectives, communicate ideas effectively, and use evidence-based reasoning to 
support interpretations, claims, and conclusions across a variety of academic and real-world contexts. 

 
Units: Time Frame: 
Unit 1: Survival 7 weeks 
Unit 2: Promise and Progress 7 weeks 
Unit 3: Crazy, Studpid Love 7 weeks 
Unit 4: Journeys of Transformation 7 weeks 
Unit 5: The Things We Make 7 weeks 
Standards Supporting Learning Targets 
 
Primary Resources Used: Savvas: My Perspectives Grade 9 

 
*This Guide is a living document and may be updated throughout the school year to reflect student and class 

needs, instructional pacing, and other relevant factors.* 
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Unit 1: Survival 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore how individuals respond to challenges, adapt to difficult 
circumstances, and demonstrate resilience through a variety of literary and informational texts. They 
analyze how authors develop themes, characters, conflicts, and perspectives while strengthening their 
ability to support ideas with textual evidence and communicate effectively. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ What qualities and choices help individuals survive and overcome challenges? 
●​ How do people adapt when faced with difficult circumstances? 
●​ How do authors reveal the human experience of survival through literature and informational 

texts? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Survival often requires resilience, adaptability, courage, and problem-solving. 
●​ Authors use literary elements, structure, and perspective to communicate ideas about human 

experiences and challenges. 
●​ Examining the experiences of others can deepen our understanding of perseverance and the 

human condition. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how characters respond to challenges and how those experiences shape their 

development. 
●​ I can use textual evidence to explain themes, conflicts, and author’s messages. 
●​ I can compare perspectives and communicate my understanding of survival and resilience. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop themes, characters, conflicts, and central ideas related to survival. 
●​ Explain how individuals respond to adversity and how experiences influence choices and growth. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using evidence, reasoning, and analysis. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: survival, resilience, adversity, conflict, theme, perspective, characterization, 
evidence, analyze, adaptation, perseverance, determination, resourcefulness 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 

Learning 
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Unit 2: Promise and Progress 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore how individuals, communities, and societies pursue 
improvement, change, and progress through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze 
how authors develop ideas, arguments, and perspectives while evaluating the impact of innovation, 
leadership, and social change. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do people and societies define and pursue progress? 
●​ What challenges must individuals and communities overcome to create meaningful change? 
●​ How do authors communicate ideas about hope, opportunity, and advancement? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Progress often requires vision, perseverance, collaboration, and a willingness to address 

challenges. 
●​ Authors use evidence, structure, and perspective to communicate ideas about change and 

advancement. 
●​ Understanding multiple perspectives helps readers evaluate the impact and complexity of 

progress. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors develop central ideas and themes related to progress and change. 
●​ I can evaluate claims, evidence, and perspectives presented in texts. 
●​ I can use textual evidence to support my ideas and communicate my understanding effectively. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop ideas about innovation, progress, and societal change. 
●​ Evaluate how evidence and reasoning support perspectives and arguments. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas clearly using relevant evidence and thoughtful analysis. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: progress, innovation, advancement, change, opportunity, perspective, claim, 
evidence, reasoning, impact, achievement, transformation, advocate 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 

Learning 
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Unit 3: Crazy, Stupid Love 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore the complexities of relationships, emotions, and human 
connections through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how authors develop 
characters, themes, conflicts, and perspectives while examining how love, loyalty, and relationships 
influence individuals and society. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do relationships shape who we are and how we understand others? 
●​ Why are human emotions and connections often complex? 
●​ How do authors use characters, conflict, and perspective to explore relationships? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Relationships and emotions influence personal growth, choices, and perspectives. 
●​ Authors use characterization, conflict, and point of view to reveal complex human experiences. 
●​ Understanding different perspectives helps readers develop empathy and insight into human 

relationships. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors develop characters and themes related to relationships and human 

experiences. 
●​ I can use textual evidence to explain how characters, conflicts, and choices shape a text’s 

meaning. 
●​ I can evaluate different perspectives and communicate my understanding clearly. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop themes, characters, and conflicts related to relationships and 

human experiences. 
●​ Explain how perspective and choices influence characters and events. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using textual evidence and analysis. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: relationship, perspective, characterization, conflict, theme, empathy, motivation, 
identity, connection, emotion, analyze, complexity, point of view 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 
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Unit 4: Journeys of Transformation 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore how individuals experience growth, change, and 
transformation through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how authors develop 
characters, themes, central ideas, and perspectives while examining how experiences, challenges, and 
choices shape identity and understanding. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ How do experiences and challenges transform individuals? 
●​ What factors influence personal growth and change? 
●​ How do authors reveal the impact of transformation through characters, events, and ideas? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Transformation is a process shaped by experiences, choices, challenges, and reflection. 
●​ Authors use literary elements, structure, and perspective to communicate ideas about growth and 

change. 
●​ Examining different journeys and perspectives helps readers better understand the complexity of 

human experiences. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how characters, individuals, and ideas change throughout a text. 
●​ I can use textual evidence to explain themes, central ideas, and author’s messages. 
●​ I can compare perspectives and communicate how experiences influence transformation. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop themes, characters, and central ideas related to transformation. 
●​ Explain how experiences, conflicts, and decisions contribute to growth and change. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using evidence, reasoning, and analysis. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: transformation, growth, identity, journey, perspective, change, conflict, reflection, 
theme, evidence, development, insight, resilience, adaptation 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 
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Unit 5: The Things We Make 

Broad Goals of the Unit: Students explore human creativity, innovation, and the impact of inventions and 
ideas through a variety of literary and informational texts. They analyze how authors develop central 
ideas, arguments, and perspectives while examining how human creations reflect values, solve 
problems, and influence the world. 

Essential Questions:  
●​ Why do people create, invent, and innovate? 
●​ How do the things humans make reflect our needs, values, and imagination? 
●​ What responsibilities come with creating new ideas, technologies, and solutions? 

Enduring Understandings:  
●​ Human creativity and innovation can shape individuals, communities, and the future. 
●​ Authors use evidence, structure, and perspective to communicate ideas about invention, 

discovery, and human impact. 
●​ Evaluating the benefits and consequences of human creations helps readers make informed 

judgments. 

“I can” statement with standards alignment:  
●​ I can analyze how authors develop ideas about creativity, innovation, and human achievement. 
●​ I can evaluate evidence and perspectives presented in literary and informational texts. 
●​ I can explain how human creations influence society and communicate my ideas using evidence. 

At the end of the unit students will know and be able to: 
●​ Analyze how authors develop central ideas, themes, and arguments related to creativity and 

innovation. 
●​ Evaluate the impact of inventions, ideas, and human creations using evidence from texts. 
●​ Write and communicate ideas effectively using clear reasoning, relevant evidence, and analysis. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative: 
●​ Reading checks and 

comprehension questions 
●​ Small-group and whole-class 

discussions 
●​ Exit tickets 
●​ Teacher observation and 

conferencing 

Summative: 
●​ Unit Performance-Based Writing Task 

(Narrative/Personal Narrative) 
●​ End-of-Unit Reading Assessment 
●​ Vocabulary Assessment 

Other: 
●​ n/a 

Learning Plan 

Vocabulary of the Unit: innovation, invention, creativity, design, impact, advancement, technology, 
problem-solving, evidence, perspective, purpose, analyze, consequence, solution 

Resources:  
●​ Savvas: MyPerspectives 

Differentiated Learning Strategies: 
●​ Scaffolded Reading Supports 
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●​ Student choice and Flexible Demonstration of 
Learning 

 

Standards Supporting Learning Targets 

Wisconsin Standards for English Language Arts 
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