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Oklahoma Senate Bill 1481

Beginning with the 2026–2027 school year, Oklahoma requires all public elementary schools 
(K–5) to:

✓ Provide 40 minutes of supervised, unstructured recess daily

✓ Allow the 40 minutes to be scheduled as one period or two periods in accordance with 
state guidance

✓ Maintain recess as a protected part of the school day—it may not be withheld as 
discipline

✓ Meet these requirements as a condition of school accreditation

Bottom Line: Recess is now a required instructional-day component, 
not simply a local scheduling decision. 

What Changed?

https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/SB/SB1481%20ENR.PDF


We already have 20 minutes of recess built into the daily schedule. Not only does this 
legislation require adding 20 minutes to the schedule, but we must also balance:

➢ Protecting instructional time (for 26-27 only, Oklahoma State Department of Education is 
allowing 20 min of the 40 min requirement to count towards instructional time)

➢ Maintaining core instructional priorities

➢ Coordinating transportation and operations

➢ Providing adequate supervision during recess and lunch

➢ Ensuring consistency across elementary schools

The challenge is not simply finding the additional 20 minutes. The challenge is redesigning 
the elementary day while maintaining high-quality instruction.

What Does This Mean for TPS?



The Scheduling Trade-Offs
The additional time must come from somewhere in the schedule where TPS is already exceeding the state- 
and district-required minutes. 

If More Time Is Added Here... It Must Come From Somewhere Else

Recess Literacy

Recess Math

Recess Intervention

Recess Science/Social Studies

Recess Specials

Recess School Day Length

Additional Considerations
● Transition times
● Restroom breaks
● Supervision
● Playground capacity
● Breakfast / Lunch schedules
● Staffing

How do we comply with state law while protecting the instructional experiences that have 
the greatest impact on student learning? 



1) Comply with State Law - Meet all SB 1481, SB 1778, and SB 1360 requirements.
2) Protect Academic Priorities - Maintain district expectations for:

a) Core Instruction (Literacy, Math, Science, Social Studies, etc.).
b) Response to Intervention.
c) Character Development. 

3) Maximize Instructional Minutes - Reduce unnecessary transitions and lost learning time.
4) Ensure Operational Feasibility - Design schedules that schools can consistently 

implement. 
5) Maintain Equity - Every elementary student deserves the same opportunity regardless 

of school. 

*Planning ahead: HB 3151 mandates a minimum of 173 instructional days for 2027-2028, 
IF state funding increases by $175M next year.

TPS Scheduling Principles
As we redesign elementary schedules, TPS will: 

https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/SB/SB1481%20ENR.PDF
https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/SB/SB1778%20ENR.PDF
https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/SB/SB1360%20ENR.PDF
https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/hB/HB3151%20ENR.PDF


Elementary Instructional Priorities 
Area Daily/Weekly Expectation*

Core Literacy 110-120 minutes*

Walk to Read 30+ minutes

Core Math 60 minutes

Math Intervention 30 minutes

Science/Social Studies 90-150 minutes per week*

Specials (Art, Music, PE) 40 minutes

Physical Education (part 
of the Specials rotation)

60 minutes/week

Recess 40 minutes

Character Development 15-30 minutes*





Senate Bill 1481

Daily Recess Requirement

● 40 minutes of recess each school day 
(K–5)

● Protected from removal as a disciplinary 
measure

● Effective July 1, 2026

Two Separate State Requirements Must Be Met
OAC 210:35-13-26

School Day & School Year

● Districts must provide 1,086 
instructional hours annually

These are two independent state requirements. Tulsa Public Schools must 
comply with both. 



Counted Toward Instructional Hours
✅ Literacy
✅ Mathematics
✅ Science
✅ Social Studies
✅ Physical Education
✅ Specials (ex. Art, Music, PE)
✅ Character Development 
✅ 20/40 min of recess (for 26-27 only)
✅ 12 hours for Parent Teacher Conferences
✅ 30 hours of Professional Development

2026-2027 What Counts as Instructional Time?

Does NOT Count
❌ Lunch
❌ 20/40 min of recess (per current Oklahoma 
State Department of Education guidance)

Students are present for 425 minutes each day, but only 380 of those minutes count 
toward the required 1,086 instructional hours.



TPS Current Instructional Minutes 

2026-2027 
Student Day

425 min

Lunch -25

Non-countable Recess -20

Instructional Minutes 380

380 minutes/day
×

166 instructional days in 2026-2027 calendar
=

Approximately 1,051 instructional hours
+

12 Hours of parent/teacher conference time
+

30 hours of Professional Development
=

Approximately 1,093

The TPS 2026–27 calendar exceeds current state requirement of 1,086 hours. 
If the funding condition in HB 3151 is met, beginning in 2027–28 TPS will be required to provide at least 173 

instructional days while continuing to meet the annual requirement of 1,086 instructional hours. TPS must also plan 
for the possibility that none of the required 40 minutes of recess will count as instructional time. 

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1743020501/tulsaschoolsorg/o7vbpp8couayakqcyxj1/SY26-27Cal-NoGradDates.pdf
https://www.oklegislature.gov/cf_pdf/2025-26%20ENR/hB/HB3151%20ENR.PDF

