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CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 08.231 

Religious Beliefs Excusal 

NOTICE 
At the beginning of each school year, or upon enrollment of a student during the school year, the 
District shall provide written notice to all parents/guardians that the curriculum used in their child’s 
grade level may contain material that families may find in conflict with their sincerely held 
religious beliefs. The notice shall inform parents/guardians of their right to request excusal from 
specific curriculum. The District is not required to identify or enumerate specific materials in the 
annual notice. 
REQUEST FOR EXCUSAL 
A parent/guardian may request that their child be excused from instruction involving specific 
curricular material that the parent/guardian sincerely believes conflicts with their religious beliefs; 
however, this Policy does not apply to entire courses or subject areas. No provision of this Policy 
shall be construed to authorize the excusal of a student from curriculum, instruction, or 
programming that is required by federal law or federal regulation. 
Excusal under this Policy means the student is not required to read, listen to, view, or participate 
in discussion of the specifically identified material. Excusal does not extend to the entire course, 
unit, or subject area in which the material appears. 
A student may not be excused under this Policy from curriculum or instruction that is required by 
Kentucky law or Kentucky administrative regulation, including but not limited to any course of 
study, instructional content, or assessment mandated by statute or by the Kentucky Board of 
Education. The right of excusal established by this Policy applies only to discrete instructional 
materials within a course and does not authorize excusal from a course or subject area in its 
entirety. 
All requests for excusal under this Policy shall be submitted in writing to the Principal of the school 
in which the student is enrolled and shall include: 

a. the name of the complainant; 
b. the name and grade level of the student; 
c. a reasonably detailed description of the specific material to which the parent/ guardian 

objects, sufficient to allow the Principal to locate and evaluate the material; and 
d. a statement that the parent/guardian sincerely believes the identified material conflicts with 

their religious beliefs. 
DISTRICT REVIEW OF REQUEST 
The District shall not inquire into the reasonableness, validity, or internal consistency of the 
claimed religious belief, and shall not require the parent/guardian to identify a specific religious 
denomination or institution. The Principal/designee shall review the identified material to confirm 
whether it demonstrably contains the content described before acting on the request. If the 
Principal determines that the identified material does not demonstrably contain the content 
described by the parent/guardian, the request may be denied.  
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CURRICULUM AND INSTRUCTION 08.231 
 (CONTINUED) 

Religious Beliefs Excusal 

DISTRICT REVIEW OF REQUEST (CONTINUED) 
If the Principal denies a request, the parent/guardian may appeal in writing to the Superintendent 
within ten (10) calendar days of the Principal’s decision. The Superintendent shall render a written 
decision within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of the appeal, affirming or overruling the 
Principal’s decision. 
If the Superintendent denies the appeal, the parent/guardian may appeal in writing to the Board 
within ten (10) calendar days of the Superintendent’s decision. The Board shall render a written 
decision within thirty (30) calendar days of receipt of the appeal, affirming or overruling the 
Superintendent’s decision. 
RESULT OF EXCUSAL 
No student shall be penalized, disciplined, or subjected to differential treatment by any District 
employee because the student’s parent/guardian has submitted a request under this Policy, whether 
granted or denied. 
This Policy is independent of, and does not alter, limit, or supersede the rights provided under KRS 
158.1415 or KRS 158.192. A parent/guardian seeking rights under either of those statutes shall 
proceed under the applicable statutory framework. 
This Policy does not affect any right, obligation, or requirement imposed by federal law or federal 
regulation governing curriculum, instructional content, or student participation in educational 
programs. 
Complaints regarding other issues shall be submitted pursuant to other appropriate policies 
including but not limited to: Grievances; Harassment/Discrimination; Title IX Sexual Harassment; 
Review of Instructional Materials; and Citizen Suggestions and Complaints. 
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