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RANDOLPH

TOWNSHIP SCHOOLS

Student Personal Internet-Enabled Device Use (2026/2027)
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Why is Randolph changing its personal internet-enabled device requirements?

New Jersey law (P.L.2025, ¢.195), now requires all public school districts to implement a bell-to-bell
restriction on student use of personalinternet-enabled devices during the school day. Incompliance
with this requirement, Randolph Township Schools has updated its procedures to support a learning
environment where students can fully engage in instruction and with one another.

Is Randolph the only school implementing this policy?
No. Every public school district in New Jersey is required to implement requirements aligned with
the state's bell-to-bell legislation.

When do these requirements take effect?
The updated requirements will be in effect beginning with the first day of the 2026-2027 school year.

What devices are covered under these requirements?
The requirements apply to all personal internet-enabled devices, including but not limited to:
e Cell phones and smartphones
e Smartwatches
e AirPods and earbuds
e Smart glasses
e Tablets
e Personal gaming devices
e Laptops notissued by the school district
e Any other device capable of sending or receiving messages or accessing the internet

Where should students keep their personal internet-enabled devices during the school day?
Students are expected to turn off and secure their devices. At the elementary level, students must
store devices in their backpacks. At the middle and high school levels, students must store devices
in assigned lockers.

Can students use their devices during lunch?
No. The law requires personal internet-enabled devices to remain off and secure throughout the

entire school day.

Seniors participating in open lunch may bring their devices with them when leaving campus. Upon
returning to school, they must secure their devices in their assigned lockers.

Can students use their devices during passing periods?
No. Devices may not be turned on or used during passing periods.
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Can students carry their devices if they are turned off?
No. Devices must remain stored during the school day.

How can | contact my child during the school day?
Parents and guardians may contact the Main Office if they need to relay an urgent message to their
child. School staff will ensure the message is delivered promptly.

How can students contact home during the school day?
Students who need to contact a parent or guardian should report to the Main Office to use a
designated phone.

What if there is an emergency at school?

During an emergency, the district and school will communicate directly with families using
established emergency communication systems. Keeping students focused on staff directions
rather than personal devices helps ensure a safer and more orderly response.

What if there is a family emergency?
Parents and guardians should contact the Main Office, and school personnel will provide
assistance.

Will students still have access to technology for learning?
Yes. Every student has access to a district-issued device, which is the approved instructional device
for classroom learning.

Are there any exceptions to the policy?
Yes. Student use of a personal internet-enabled device is permitted in certain circumstances
required by law, including documented accommodations in a student's Individualized Education
Program (IEP), Section 504 Plan or Individualized Health Care Plan; translation services; a student
caregiver who is routinely responsible for the care or well-being of a family member; or other
approved educational or medical needs.

Whether device use is included as part of a student's IEP or 504 Plan, or whether an alternative
support is appropriate, will be determined individually by the student's IEP or 504 team based on
documented needs.

What happens if a student violates the policy?

Students who do not follow the requirements will be subject to progressive disciplinary
consequences consistent with district policy and school procedures. If a staff member observes a
student using or possessing a prohibited device during the school day, the device will be confiscated
and provided to the Principal or Vice Principal. The student will be subject to appropriate disciplinary
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action outlined in the Student Handbook/Code of Conduct. The student's parent or guardian will be
required to come to school to retrieve the device. Devices will not be returned directly to students.

What happens if a student refuses to surrender their device?
Failure to comply with a staff member's directive may result in additional disciplinary consequences.

What about after-school activities, athletics and clubs?
High school students participating in after-school activities may use their devices after dismissal in
accordance with expectations established by coaches, advisors and activity supervisors.

All other students are not permitted to use their phones during school sponsored events taking place
on school grounds.

Are personal internet-enabled devices allowed during field trips?

Students may bring their devices on field trips that occur off campus; however, use of these devices
will be limited. Since field trips are an extension of the classroom, students may only use their
devices with staff permission or in the event of an emergency. Staff members will communicate
specific expectations for device use before or during the trip.

Can students use personal internet-enabled devices on school buses?

Yes. While personal devices are not prohibited on school buses, students are expected to use them
responsibly. Device use must not distract the driver, interfere with other students or disrupt the safe
operation of the bus. If a device creates a safety concern or disruption, the bus driver or school
administrator may require it to be put away, and disciplinary consequences may apply. The district
is not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged personal devices brought to school or used on a bus.

Are AirPods and earbuds allowed?

No. AirPods, earbuds and similar personal listening devices must remain secured during the school
day. Students may use wired headphones when permitted for instructional purposes.

Are smart watches allowed?

Students may wear a traditional watch. Smart watches with communication capabilities are subject
to the same requirements as cell phones and may not be used during the school day.
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