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Additional Construction, Health and Safety Q & A 
 
 
 
1.Why is air quality being monitored during construction? 
 
Monthly air quality checks help make sure construction is not affecting the areas of the building 
where students, teachers, and staff are learning and working. The inspections also confirm that 
construction barriers are properly sealed and doing their job. 
 
2.What is being checked? 
 
Special equipment will measure airborne vapors and fine particulate. 
 
3.How is the monitoring done? 
 
A trained technician will walk through occupied areas of the building with portable air-monitoring 
devices that take air readings every 60 seconds. After the initial building-wide inspection, future 
monthly monitoring will focus on areas along the construction barriers if results continue to be within 
acceptable levels. 
 
4.What happens if a problem is found? 
 
If monitoring identifies any concerns, they will be reported to the school district along with 
recommendations for any needed corrective actions. Most corrective action includes more 
extensive cleaning of the area. Construction barriers will also be inspected each month to make 
sure they remain secure and effective. 
 
5.Why is the school not engaging in ongoing air monitoring during construction? 
 
*Updated August 3, 2026 
 
The health and safety of our students and staff remains our number one priority throughout the 
capital construction project. Our air-quality monitoring efforts are focused on the occupied areas of 
the school—the spaces used by students and staff—in accordance with New York State Education 
Department Part 155.5 requirements. 
 
Temporary barriers, ventilation systems and other engineering controls are in place to prevent 
construction-related contaminants from entering occupied areas. On the construction side of the 
barriers, air is filtered through HEPA air scrubbers, and clean air is exhausted through the windows. 
The construction management team will also conduct regular barrier checks to ensure that 
temporary walls remain properly sealed and are not penetrated. 
 
The District’s industrial hygienist, QuES&T, has several decades of experience assessing air quality 
in schools before, during and after construction. Based on that experience, QuES&T has advised 
that air quality does not typically decline significantly when construction activities and engineering 



controls remain consistent. Monitoring on the construction side of the barriers would generate 
extraneous data and shift attention away from the occupied areas the District is working to protect.  
As an additional layer of safety, QuES&T will conduct monthly air-quality checks using direct-
reading instruments to assess conditions in occupied areas and confirm that the controls are 
working effectively. Any concerns will be reported to the District immediately so corrective action 
can be taken. Air-quality reports will also be made available to the public once they are received. 
 
6.How will the school know the results? 
 
After each monthly inspection, the monitoring data will be reviewed and included in a report 
provided to the district. The report will summarize the findings and note any recommendations or 
follow-up actions, if needed. 
 
7.Will radon testing be performed? 
 
Yes, radon testing will be performed at Morse and Washington Irving over the summer. 
 
8.What about asbestos? 
 
If construction requires asbestos removal, that work is done when the building is empty. People are 
not permitted to return to the space until after the air has been tested and cleared. 
 
9.What else is being done to help maintain clear air during construction? 
 
There is High-Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filtration in areas of construction. The air is vented 
to the outside, and the filtered air is expelled. 
 
10.How can I contact the District if I have concerns or questions about the health and safety 
of school buildings during construction? 
 
There has been a special email set up for you to submit your questions, comments, or concerns 
about health and safety during construction. That email is healthandsafety@tufsd.org. If you do not 
have access to email, or if you would prefer to talk, please contact Brian Fried at 914.631.9401. All 
questions, concerns, or comments will be shared with the District’s Health and Safety Committee. 
 
11.Why has a District Health and Safety Committee been set up? 
 
This is a requirement by the State Education Department, and it helps with collaborative problem-
solving and transparency. Agenda topics include: student and staff safety, fiscal considerations, 
parking and other concerns during construction from each of the District’s buildings. 
 


