West Orange Public Schools

179 Eagle Rock Avenue

West Orange, New Jersey 07052

(973) 669-5400 ext. 20528 Fax (973) 669-8019

Acting Business Administrator Trenae Lambkin

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Children need healthy meals to learn. The WEST ORANGE BD OF ED offers healthy meals every school day at
the prices listed below. Your children may qualify for free or reduced price meals and Summer EBT

benefits.

FULL PRICE REDUCED PRICE

Elementary| Middle High Elementary Middle High
National School $4.00 $4.25 $4.50 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
Lunch
School
Breakfast $2.40 $2.60 $2.75 $0.00 $0.00 $0.00
After School
Snack N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Special Milk
Program N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A
Split Session
Milk Program N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A

N/A - Not Applicable

This packet includes an application for free or reduced price meal benefits, and a set of detailed instructions.
For a convenient way to fill out the meal application, go to https://www.payschoolscentral.com/.

Below are some common questions and answers to help you with the application process.

1. WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS AND SUMMER EBT BENEFITS?
All children in households receiving benefits from NJ SNAP or NJ TANF/WorkFirst-NJ
Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court
Children participating in their school’s Head Start program
Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant
Children may receive free or reduced price meals and Summer EBT benefits if your household’s

income falls at or below the limits on this chart.



10.

FEDERAL ELIGIBILITY INCOME CHART
For School Year 2026-2027

Household Size Yearly Monthly Weekly
1 29,526 2,461 568

2 40,034 3,337 #Ha

3 50,542 4,212 972

4 61,050 5,088 1,175

5 71,558 5,964 1,377

6 82,066 6,839 1,579

7 92,574 7,715 1,781

8 103,082 8,591 1,983

Each additional person: 10,508 876 203

. HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the member

of your household lack a permanent address? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other
temporary housing arrangement? Does your family relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children
living with you who have chosen to leave their prior family or household? If you believe children in
your household meet these descriptions and haven’t been told your children will get free meals and
Summer EBT, please call or e-mail your school, homeless liaison or migrant coordinator.

. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Use one School Meals and Summer

EBT Application for all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not
complete, so be sure to fill out all required information. Return the completed application to one of
your children’s schools.

. SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY

CHILDREN ARE ALREADY APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS AND SUMMER EBT? No, but please read the
letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. If any children in your household were missing
from your eligibility notification, contact your school immediately.

. CAN I APPLY ONLINE? If available, you are encouraged to complete an online application instead of a

paper application. The online application has the same requirements and will ask you for the same
information as the paper application. Contact your school if you have any questions about the online
application.

. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE? Yes. Your

child’s application is only good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year. You
must send in a new application unless the school told you that your child is eligible for the new school
year.

. I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS AND SUMMER EBT? Children in households

participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced price meals and Summer EBT. Please send in
an application.

. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the

household income you report.

. IF I DON'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY I APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year.

For example, children with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for
free and reduced price meals and Summer EBT if the household income drops below the income limit.
WHAT IF I DISAGREE WITH THE SCHOOL'S DECISION ABOUT MY APPLICATION? You should talk to

Hearing Officer Name: Trenae Lambkin Address: 179 Eagle Rock Avenue, West Orange, NJ - 07052
Phone Number: (973)669-5400 Ext: 20575




11.

12.

13;

14.

15.

16.

MAY I APPLY IF SOMEONE IN MY HOUSEHOLD IS NOT A U.S. CITIZEN? Yes. You, your children, or
other household members do not have to be U.S. citizens to apply for free or reduced price meals and
Summer EBT.

WHAT IF MY INCOME IS NOT ALWAYS THE SAME? List the amount that you normally receive. For
example, if you normally make $1000 each month, but you missed some work last month and only
made $900, put down that you made $1000 per month. If you normally get overtime, include it, but
do not include it if you only work overtime sometimes. If you have lost a job or had your hours or
wages reduced, use your current income.

WHAT IF SOME HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS HAVE NO INCOME TO REPORT? Household members may not
receive some types of income we ask you to report on the application, or may not receive income at
all. Whenever this happens, please write a 0 in the field. However, if any income fields are left empty
or blank, those will also be counted as zeroes. Please be careful when leaving income fields blank, as
we will assume you meant to do so.

WE ARE IN THE MILITARY. DO WE REPORT OUR INCOME DIFFERENTLY? Your basic pay and cash
bonuses must be reported as income. If you get any cash value allowances for off-base housing, food,
or clothing, or receive Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance payments, it must also be included
as income. However, if your housing is part of the Military Housing Privatization Initiative, do not
include your housing allowance as income. Any additional combat pay resulting from deployment is
also excluded from income.

WHAT IF THERE ISN'T ENOUGH SPACE ON THE APPLICATION FOR MY FAMILY? List any additional
household members on a separate piece of paper, and attach it to your application.

MY FAMILY NEEDS MORE HELP. ARE THERE ANY OTHER PROGRAMS WE MIGHT APPLY FOR? To find out
how to apply for N]J SNAP or other assistance benefits, contact your local assistance office, call
1-800-687-9512 or go to www.nj.gov/humanservices/njsnap/apply/ways/. You can also contact NJ
FamilyCare or Medicaid at 1-800-701-0710 or www.njfamilycare.org for information regarding health
insurance for your family. For the WIC Program, call 1-800-328-3838 or go to
www.nj.gov/health/fhs/wic.

If you have other questions or need help call (973)669-5400 Ext: 20528.

Sincerely,

dm@@wkw

Trenae Lambkin
Acting Business Administrator
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Form 427

June 2026
I Federal & New Jersey Expanded Income Eligibility Guidelines
NUTRITION Effective School Year 2026-2027: July 1, 2026 — June 30, 2027
Federal Free Meals
Participants qualify for free meals if the household income falls at or below the limits on this chart.
[ T < T
; 1 5 | TwicePer | Every Two
Household Size | Annual | Monthly | Month  Weeks Weekly
-1 0 20,748 4729 865 798 | 399
-2- ; 28,132 | 2,345 1,173 1,082 541
-3- 35,516 2,960 | 1,480 1,366 683
-4- 42,900 | 3575 1,788 1,650 825
-5- | 50,284 | 4,191 | 2,096 1,934 967
-6- \ 57,668 | 4,806 | 2,403 2,218 - 1,109
=7 | (65052 5421 2,711 2502 1,251
-8- | 72,436 | 6,037 | 3,019 2,786 1,393
Each add’l household | | ‘
psniunntye 7,384 616 308 | 284 | 142

Federal Reduced Price Meals

Participants qualify for reduced price meals if the household income falls at or below the limits on this chart and above
the limits on the Federal Free Meals chart.

) Twice Per = Every Two

Household Size | Annual Monthly ey ‘ w:eks Weekly
~ds | 29526| 2461 | 1,231 1,136 568
-2- ,\ 40,034 | 3,337 1,669 1,540 770
. ;? 50,542 4,212 2,106 | 1,944 | 972
-4- ; 61,050 5,088 2,544 | 2,349 | 1,175
=5 I 71,558 5,964 2,982 | 2,753 1,377
e ! 82,066 | 6,839 3420 3,157 1,579
-7- 92,574 | %S | 3,858 3,561 1,781

. -8- | 10308 | 8591 4296 3,965 | 1,983

Each add'l household | 10,508 | 876 438 405 | 203

member add | | | \

New Jersey Expanded Income Guidelines (NJEIE)
New Jersey participants qualify for meals at no charge if the household income falls at or below the limits on this chart
and above the limits on the Federal Reduced Price Meal chart.

NJEIE does not apply to schools/sites participating in CEP.

. Twice Per | Every Two

Household Size ,,,,,T,rfal,, B l\nonthly ) K1GHER ' W:‘i’is__ | “We—eld\_;_
-1 35751 2,980 | 1,490 1,376 | 688
-2- 48,474 4,040 2,020 | 1,865 933

-3- 61,197 5100} 2550 2,?354 1,177

-4 - o 73,520 6,160 7 3,080 2,844 1,422

_F3= 86644 7221 3,611 3333 = 1667
-6- - 99,367 | 08,281 | 1_1_,141 3,822 - 1911

-7- 112,090 9341 4671 4,312 2,156

o -8- ] 124813 | 10,402 | 5,201 4801 2401

Each add’'| household

member 12,724 1,061 531 490 | 245

~When all income is reported with the same frequency (i.e., all reported as weekly, every 2 weeks, monthly, or twice a month), total the income and the
number of household members and compare il to this chart. Do not annualize if all income reported is the same frequency.
~When income is reported with different frequencies, annualize the number, total income and the number of household members and compare it fo the
annual income column on this chart.
Annual Income Conversion: Weekly x 52, Every 2 weeks x 26, Twice a month x 24, and Monthly x 12



Form 427

June 2026
TGN Federal & New Jersey Expanded Income Eligibility Guidelines
RETRITON Effective School Year 2026-2027: July 1, 2026 — June 30, 2027
Federal Free Meals for Households of 9-16
Participants qualify for free meals if the household income falls at or below the limits on this chart.
. ' Twice Per Every Two |
Household Size | Annual | Monthly Month Weeks | Weekly
-9- ; 79,820 | 6,652 3,326 3,070 | 1,535
=10 - 87,204 7,267 3,634 3,354 1,677
-11- 94,588 7,883 3,942 3,638 1,819
-12- 101,972 | 8,498 | 4,249 | 3,922 1,961
-13- 109,356 | 9,113 | 4,557 | 4,206 2,103
-4 | 116,740 9,729 4,865 4490 2,245
-15- | 124,124 | 10,344 5172 | 4,774 2,387
-16 - ; 131,508 | 10,959 5,480 5,058 | 2,529
Each add’| household } ! ‘
it | 7384 | 616 308 284 | 142

Federal Reduced Price Meals for Households of 9-16

Participants qualify for reduced price meals if the household income falls at or below the limits on this chart and above
the limits on the Federal Free Meals chart.

. : Twice Per Every Two

Househt_:ld Size ! Annual | Monthly Month el B Weekly .
-9- 113,590 9,466 4733 4369 2,185
-10- 124,098 10,342 5,171 | 4,773 | 2,387
-11- | 134,606 11,218 5609 5178 2,589
- 42 - 145,114 | 12,093 6,047 | 5,583 | 2,791
e ‘ 155,622 | 12,969 6,485 | 5,986 | 2,993
-14 - . 166,130 13,845 | 6922 | 6,390 3,195
-15- | 176,638 14,720 7,360 6,784 | 3,397
-16- 187,146 15,596 7,800 7,198 3,599

Each add’l household 1
" 10,508 876 438 405 | 203

New Jersey Expanded Income Guidelines (NJEIE) for Households of 9-16
New Jersey participants qualify for meals at no charge if the household income falls at or below the limits on this chart
and above the limits on the Federal Reduced Price Meal chart.
NJEIE does not apply to schools/sites participating in CEP.

) ' Twice Per = EveryTwo |
Mousahokists: | el | MY | gy | weeks | Weelh
- 137,536 11,462 5731, 5290 2,645
—71077-”” - 150,26(_) - 12,522 - 7@72671777 75!780 _____2.18_99
-11- . 1e2983 | 13582 6791 | 6269 3,135 |
-12- | 175,706 14643, 7322, 6758 3,379 |
-13- o 188,429 | ____1§!?93 7,852 7,248 | ______3_,§24
-14- 201,182 16,763 | 8382 7,737 3,869 |
-15- - 213,876 - 1,78230 8,91i __8,226 4,113
-16 - - 226,599 __18_,@4_ - R 9,442 | 8,716 _i_ﬁ’»ﬁg |
Each add’| household
member - 12,724 1061 531 - 490 245

Error Prone (does not apply to NJEIE Applications):
Weekly: $0 -$25 below the free or reduced price income eligibility limit.
Every two weeks or twice a month: $0 - $ 50 below the free or reduced price income eligibility limit.
Monthly: $0 - $100 below the free or reduced price income eligibility imit.
Annually: $0 - $1200 below the free or reduced price income eligibility limit.
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Form 121
06/2024

SHARING INFORMATION WITH MEDICAID or
NJ FAMILYCARE

Dear Parent/Guardian:

If your children get federal free or reduced price school meals, they may
also be able to get free or low-cost health insurance through Medicaid or
NJ FamilyCare. Children with health insurance are more likely to
get regular health care and are less likely to miss school because
of sickness.

Because health insurance is so important to children’s well-being, the
law allows us to tell Medicaid and NJ FamilyCare that your children are
eligible for free or reduced price meals, unless you tell us not to. Medicaid
and NJ FamilyCare only use the information to identify children who may
be eligible for their programs. Program officials may contact you to
offer to enroll your children. Filling out the School Meals and Summer
EBT Application does not automatically enroll your children in
health insurance.

If you do not want us to share your information with Medicaid or NJ
FamilyCare, fill out the form below and send in (Sending in this form will
not change whether your children get free or reduced price meals).

(d No! I DO NOT want information from my School Meals and
Summer EBT Application shared with Medicaid or the State
Children's Health Insurance Program (NJ FamilyCare).

If you checked no, fill out the form below to ensure that your
information is NOT shared for the child(ren) listed below:

Child's Name: School:

Child's Name: School:

Child's Name: School:

Child's Name: School:

Signature of Parent/Guardian: Date:
Printed Name: Address:

Return this form to your child’s school, ONLY if you do NOT wish your
information to be shared with Medicaid or NJ FamilyCare.



Welcome to PaySchools!

Our district has selected the PaySchools Central payment portal for parents.

Now you can pay for your children's school lunches, fees, field trips, registrations,
and more online, securely and quickly. No more lost cash or checks!

o Create your account using your computer at:
www.payschoolscentral.com

If you want to use your phone or tablet, download the PaySchools Central
app on the Apple App Store or Google Play.

Complete account registration by selecting Register, entering your profile
details, setting up your password via the email link we'll send you, then

logging in.

Complete registration by completing security questions and add your
children to your account using their student ID numbers.

Enter optional credit card and/or banking information as forms of payment to
use with your PaySchools account, and complete notification settings.

Now manage your account with accessing modules selected by your district
within PaySchools Central dashboard.

)

Need help with your PaySchools Central account? EDUCATION
psc_help@payschools.com Rest assured that PaySchools is PCl-compliant
8 6628 and maintains industry-standard SSL
L 877-393-662 certificates, ensuring all your family's data is

8:30 am.-7:30 p.m. ET (M-F) safe and secure.
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Apply Now!
* Complete your lunch application each
school year to avoid lunch fees.
Applications available at
PaySchoolsCentral.com or on paper Vich
(English & Spanish) at www.woboe.orq. Sy P‘;; g:'\:n[load the App
Families receiving SNAP, TANF, or iod 2 f::g"a‘imm or
Medicaid must also complete an ' FEIE 8D store
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Apply at PaySchoolsCentral.com 9 Complete Registration
Directions are on the district website - Finish setting ,,

Get an immediate determination :

letter once submitted * and notification settings

Fast & Easy Online

Important Reminders

Enter income information correctly
List all household members
Incomplete applications may cause delays

Apply Now!
WOBOE Location

Contact Us Visit Our Website
973-669-5400 @% www_woboe_orq 179 Eagle Rock Avenue,
West Orange, NJ 07052

Ext. 20528




